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PREP Friends, 


T hath been long fince obſerv'd, Thit 33 
the Workd below, is a Glaſs to difco- 
ver the World above; Seculum eff JPecte - 

lum. - And although I am not of their opi- 
nion, that ſay, The Heathens may ' ſpel{ - 
| Chriſt out 0 the Sun, Moon and Stars ; yet 
. this I know, That the irrational and inani- 
 ._ mate, as well as rational Creatures have a 
; Language ; and though not by Articulate- 
4 Speech, vet in a Metaphorical ſenſe, they ©. 
| preach. unto Man the Wiſdom, Power and . 
Goodneſs of God, Rom. x. 2.0. There us 
( faith the plalmift, Pal. 19..3. )' no ſpeech, 
| nor lauguage where their woice- is not heard. 
| Or (as Junius renders ) there-is no Speec bh, 
| - Jor Words, yet without theſe theic Yoice Js 
 Joeſongl ; and their. Line £4. -e. faitiy: 
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draughts, is gone out throvghall the Earth. 
As Man is compounded of a fleſhly and 
fpiritual ſubſtance, ſo God hath endowed 


the Creatures, with a ſpiritual, as well as 


fleſhly uſefulneſs ; they have not, only a na- 


tural uſe in Alimental and Phyſical reſpects, 


but alſo a ſpiritual uſe, as they bear the fi- 
gures and fimilitudes of many ſublime and 
heavenly Myſteries. Believe me ( faith 
contemplative Bernard ) thou ſhalt find 
more in the Woods, than in a corner; 


'- Stones and Trees will teach thee what thou 


ſhalt not hear from Learned Doctors. By 


-- x $kilful and induſtrious improvement of the 
* Creatures { faith Mr. Baxter excellently ) 
we might have a fuller taſte of Chriſt and 


Heaven, in every bit of Bread that we eat, 
and inevery draught of Beer that we drink, 


than moſt Men have in the uſe of the Sa- 


crament. | 
And as the Creatures teach divine and ex- 


. cellenr things, ſo they teach them in a per- 


ſpicuous and. taking manner : 
Duo illa nos maxime movent (1mi- 


| > litudo, & exemplum, faith the Orator ; 
Z Theſe two things, fimilitude and example, 
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and fo repreſented'to the fenfe. And chefs"? | x 
fore Jeſus Chriſt the gteat.. Prophet, delight- 
ed much in teaching by Parables; and the | 
Prophets were much in this way alſo, Hoſ. | 
12. Io. I have ſed (imilitudes by the miniſtry 

of the Prophets. . Thoſe that can retain little - _ . 
of a Sermon, yet ordinarily retain an apt Ste =.» 
 militude. | | 

I confeſs it is an humbling Conſideration, 

' That Man, - who at firſt was led by the ' 
knowledge of God to the knowledge of the 
Creature, muſt now by the Creatures learn - 
to know God. That the Creatures: ( as one. 
ſaith ) like Ba/aam's Aſs, ſhouid teach their 
Maſter. Bur though this be the-unhappineſs 

of poor Man in his collapſed ſtate, yer it 1s _ 
now his wiſdom to improve ſuch helps; :* 
and whilſt others by the abuſe of the Crea» * 
tures, are furthering their Perdition, to be © 
by the Spiritual Improvement of them, pro- 
moting our owy Salvation. 

It's an excellent Art to diſcourſe with 
Birds, Beaſts and Fiſhes, about ſublime and _ 
ſpiritual Subjets, and make them anſwer to _. 
our queſtions ; yet this may be done, Fob 12. 

7, 6. As*know the Beaſts, and they ſhall teach I 
| thee, and the Fowles of the Air, and they ©: 
ſhall tell thee ; or ſpeak to the Earth, and "i... 
ſhall teach thee, and the Fiſhes of the-S#a pf - 
| ſhall declare unto thee. That: 15: rs: jw 
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will reap the defired Fruit. 
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Thus you have 
fome hints of this heavenly Art of i _ 
ing the Creatures. 

The Motives inducing me to 
this undertakement , was the 
Lords owning, with ſorne ſuc- 
ceſs my labours of a like nature, together 
with the defire and inclination ( ſtirr'd up in 
me {I hope, by the Spirit of the Lord ) to 

evote my vacant hours to his ſervice 1n this 


Navigation 
Sp11itualized, 


- kind. I conſidered, that if the Phariſees 1n 


a blind Zealto a Fadion, could compals Sea 


and Land to Proſzlyte Men to their Party, 
though thereby they made them ſevenfold 


more the Children of the Devil than before : 
How much more was I obliged, by true love. 
to God, and” zeal to the Everlaſting Happt- 
neſs of Souls, to uſe my utmoſt endeavours, 


both with Seamey and Husbandmen to win 


them to Chriſt, and thereby make them 
more than ſcventy-ſeven-fold happier than 
before? Not to mention -other 1ncourage- 
ments to this Work, which I received from 
the earneſt deſires of ſome Reverend and 
Worthy Brethren inviting thereunto; all 
which I hope the event will maniteſt to be a 
Call from God to this Work. 

[ confeſs I met with ſome diſconuragement 
1a my firſt attempt, from my unacquainted- 
nels with rural Aftairs; and becauſe, 1 was to 
travel | 


% & 
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travel in a path ( to me) untrodden but 


having once engaged in it, thoſe. ciſcourage- 
ments were ſoon overcome ; and being now 
brought to what you here ſee, I cfter to 


. your hands theſe firſt Fruits of my ſpare- 


hours. 
I preſume you will account it no diffi 


' ragement, that I dedicate a Book of Huf 


bandry to.Gentlemen of your Quality. This 
is Spiritual Husbandry, which is here taught 
you ; and yet I muſt tell you, that great. 
Perſons have accounted that Civil Employ- 
ment ( which is much inferiour to this ) no 
diſparagement to them. The King himſelf s 


ſerved by the field, Eccl. 5. 9g. Or as Mon- 


tanus renders the Hebrew Text, Rex agro fit 


 fervus ; TheKing himſelf isa Servant .. the 


Field. And of King Zzziah it 1s written, 
(2 Chron. 26. 10.) That he loved Husban- 


.dry. And Amos 7. 1. we read of the Xings 


Mowings. Yea, Pliny hath obſer ved, That © 
Corn was never ſo plentiful at Ronze, as when 


the ſame Men Tilled the Land th;at RuPd the 


Commonwealth. Quaſi gauderet terra laureata 
womere, ſcilicet © aratore triumphal: ; As 
though the Earth it ſelf rejoiced in _the Lau 
rel Plow-ſhare, and the Triumphant Plow- 


Man. 


What plcature you will 6nd in: " read] ing it, - 


:I know not ; but to me 1t hath t>xeri, a "plea. 
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the Call of God indeed, which put me upon 
-- theſe ende; wwours ! O 


_ _ - The Epiſtle Dedicatory- 
fant path, from firſt to laſt, who yet have 
| beenat far greater expence-of time and pains 
in compiling it, than you can be in reading 
it. The Husbandmans work you know, is 
0.0 eaſie work, and the Spiritualizing of it - 
. Eath greater difficulties attending it ; but yet 
t he pleaſure hath abundantly recompenced 
t he pains. Ihave found Eraſmus his Obſer- 
ration experimentally true ; ©#z /itteris ad- 
« Titi ſumus, animi laſſitudinem a ſtudiis gra- 
« toribus contractum; ab itiſdem ſtudiis, ſed 
awenioribus recreamus ; Thoſe that are ad- 
dicted to ſtudy, ( faith he ) when they have 
w earied their Spirits with ſtudy, can recreate 
them aga 1n with ſtudy, by making a diver- 
 fion from that which 1s ſevere and Knotty, 

to ſome n 1ore facile and pleaſant Subject. 
But to hear that God hath uſed and ho- 
noured the :fe Papers to the good of any Soul, 
will yield me the higheſt content and farif- 


| faQtion ima ginable. 


| May yo 1 but learn that Leſſon, which is 
the genera. | ſcope and deſign of this Book, 


ic. How tc » walk with God from day to day, 


and make t he ſeveral objeqs you behold, Sca- 
Iz © alz, \ Ningsand Ladders to mount your 
Souls nearer © to him, who is the Center of 
alÞbleſſed Spirits How much will 1t com- 
fort me, ar 1d confirm my hope, that it was 


cn 


RR, _wF  _. WJ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

O Sirs! Whar an excellent thing would it 
be for you, to make ſuch holy improvements 
of all theſe earthly Obje&ts which daily in- 
cur your fenfes, and-cauſe them to proclaim 


and preach to you Divine and Heavenly 
Myſteries, whilſt others make them groan, 


by abuſing them to Sin, and ſubjeRing them 


to their Luſts. A Man may be caſt into fuch ' 


a condition, wherein he cannot enjoy the 
bleſſing” and benefit of a pious and powerful 
Miniſtery; but you cannot ( ordinarily } 
fall into ſuch a condition, wherein any thing 
( except a bad heart) can deprive you of the 
benefits and comforts of thoſe excellent 
Sermons, and Divinity LeCtures, which the 
Creatures here offer to preach and read to 
700. | 
| Content not your ſelves, I beſeech you, 
with that natural ſweetneſs the Creatures 
afford ; for thereof the Beaſts are capable, 


as much, if not more, than. you; but uſe 


them to thoſe Spiritual ends you are here 
directed, and they will yield you a ſweet- 
neſs far rranſcending that natural ſweetneſs 


you ever reliſhed in them; and indeed, you : 


never uſe the Creatures as their Lord's, till 


you come to ſte your Lord, in and by them. 
I confeſs the diſcoveries of God in the Word: 


are far more excellent, clear and powerful ; 
Fe hath. magnified hs Word above all by 
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Name. 


Name. Ard thans- are the unkarcheble 
- Riches of Chriſt, or rich diſcoveries of 
that Grace that hath no footſteps in na- 
ture, as the Apoſtles expreſlion fi ignifies , 
Eph. 3.8. | 

And if that which might be known of | 
God by the. Creatures, leave Men without | 
excuſe ; as it's manifeſt, Rom. 1.20. How | 
inexcuſeable then will thoſe be, who have | 
received not only. the teachings of the Crea:- 1 
ture, but alſo the Grace of rhe Goſpel in } * 
vain! How ſhall we eſcape, if we negled ſo | 

' great ſalvation 2 They that are careleſs in | 

' the day of Grace, ſhall be ſpeechleſs in the | 

7 Day of Judgment. 

Will: fe Iam ſenſible of many defeds in theſe Pa- 

li \.. Pers, (as well as in my felt; ) they. have 

|| | doubtleſs a taſte of the diſtractions "of the 

| + Times whereia they were written ; nor was 

# |,  Twilling to keep them ſo long under-hand, 

 »_ _" as. the accurateneſs andexaQneſs with which 

|||. fuch a ſubje&t ought to be handled , did 

| ”, require. Had I deſigned my own Credit, 

ll ' T ſhould have obſerved that Counſel 
| - Nonnumque prematur in annum , (4.e.) To 

bi 4 have kept it much longer under the File, 

| | - before I had expoſed it to publick view ; 

#} *butI rather inclined to So/omon's Countel, 

; >. Whatever thy band finds out to do,. do it with 

WE, all rhy might ; for there is no wiſdom wa nor 

; ef OY bpledh, 
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knowledge ze, nor device in the grave , , whichey © 
thou = going, Ecdeſ. 9 

I apprehended a. —— ity of ſome ſuch 
means to be uſed, for the inſtruftion and 
conviction of Countrey. People; who either 
are not capable of underſtanding Truth in 
another Diale@, or at leaſt, are leſs affeed 
with it. The "Propoſition in" every Chapter 


confiſts of an Obſervation in Husbandry ;; 
wherein,” if I have-failed in ufing any im-. 


proper expreſſion, your Candour will co- 
ver it, and impute it to my unacquainted- 
neſs in rural Atfairs-—-7» magni v0luiſſe fat 
eft. 


The Refleions ſerious, and ſuch (as Thope) 


your Conſciences will faithfully unprove.. 
T have ſhut up every Chapter with a 


Poem, an innocent Bait to catch the Rea- 
ders Soul. | 
That of Herbert is experimentally true. 


A Verſe may find him that a Sermon flier; 
And turn Delight into a Sacrifice. 


I ſhould never have been perſwaded ( cf-' 


pecially in this ſcribling Age, wherein we 
ey complain with the Poer, : 
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The Reddition, or Application, you will | 
find (I hope) both pertinent and cloſe. 


| Scribims _. 
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Scribimus indoftt, defig; paemata paſſim. ) 


To have fet my dull Fancy upon the Rack 
to extort a Poem to entertain my Reader ; 
for I cannot ſay with Ovid, Sponte ſua car- 
mer, ©c. but that I have been informed, 
that many Seamen induced by the pleaſure 
of a Verſe, have taken much pains to learn 


Wa the Poems in their Compaſs by heart ; and I 


hope, both the Children at home, and the 
* Servants in the Fields, will Jearn to exerciſe 
themſelves this way alſo. O, how much. 
better will it be ſo todo, than to tuft their 

- Memories with obſcene Ballads, and filthy 


| -- _ . Songs, wh*h corrupt their Minds, and dif- 


_#pole them to much wickedneſs, by irritating 

their natural corruption ! But theſe are purer 
Flames, you will find nothing here of ſuch a 
tendency. 


>» 


- *Tis guilt, not Poetry, to be like thoſe 
Whoſe Wit in Perſe, is downright ſim in Proſe. 
Whoſe ſtudies are Prophaneneſs, as if then 

- They only were good Poets ; when bad men. 
D. Digs. 


T ſhall add no more, but to beg that God 

_ who inſtructeth the Husbandman in his ct- 
vil Calling, to teach him wiſdom hos 
al 


_ ally to improve it; an 


d particularly, that 
you may reap a Crop of much Spiritual Be- | 
nefit, from that Seed which is here ſown by 
the hand of the Lords unprofitable Servant, 
and in him, | I 


FT, F, 


__ 


Tour very Aﬀettionate 


-Friend aud Servant, 


' John Flavel. 


TO THE 


| Chriſtian R EADER. 


| ' Here are three things wherein ( as it 
- hath been ſaid, long before my day ) - 
the exerciſe of Godlineſs doth chiefly 
confiſt : Prayer, Temptation, Meditation ; Me- 
ditation is the Subjet of this following Manual. 
The Objeft of Meditation is twofold. Firſt, 
The Ward Secondly, The Works of God. The 
Works of God are peacrF; Firſt, Internal. 
Secondly, External. The External Works of 
God are twofold.. Firſt, Of Creation. Se- 
condly, Of Providence. The Works . of Provi- 
es. are likewiſe twofold. Firſt, In things 
Crvil, the Lord ordering and tak ,r-ruling all 
the Aﬀairs and Motions of fingle Perſons, Fa- 
milies aud Nations, in a > ALY to his 
own moſt holy Ends, Deſigns and Purpoſes. 
Secondly, In things Natural, the Lord inltrud- 
 +ing the Husb.nudman to diſcretion, and teach- 
* ing him how to Dreſs and Till the Earth, 
that it may give Seed to the Sower, and Bread 
* #0 the Eater; as alſo how to breed up and 


manage the Beaſts of the Field, both i 
ol 
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. To the Chriſtian Reader. 
and leſſer Catrel, for the uſe and ſervice of *N 
Ma Mt. Fa x 4 
Meditation upon this lower part of the Works 
of God, and his wonderful Providences about 
them, may raiſe our Souls very high; and: 
while we wiſely confider theſe natural things, 
we may grow more and more wije, in and for 
Spirituals and Eternals. 
The wortby and ingenuous Author of the en- 
ſuing Diſcourſe, hath fapplied us with an ex- 
cellent help, for the Spiritualizing of the Pro- 
vidential Works of God in nataral things, | by 
| godly Meditations ; we chiefly want the help 
i of the Holy Spirit ( without which all other 
helps and helpers are altogether inſufficient ) to 
rame and wind up our hearts, for this both pro- 
fitable and delightful duty ; y:t the help which 
the Lord is phaſed to give us for our diredion 
in it, by the Minijtery of Main, is not only, mot 
to be refuſed but thankfully received and -im- 
proved 5 adud- all little enough to bring our 
minds to, or keep them at this work + The be/t 
of Saints ( on this fide Heaven ) have 
( though they are not earthly. minded ) much 
Earth in their minds ; which like a heavy 
clog at their heels, or a weight at their hearts, 
8 prefſeth them down when they would make an 
_ efſay fo mount upward in Meditation, We fiud 
z no eafie matter to keep off earthly thoughts, 
when we are moſt feriou/ly engaged in heaven!y i 
8  brork | 
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Work ; bow hard is it then to get in, and be 
fixed _ heavenly Thoughts, while we are 
engaged about earthly Work ; yea, are ( for ſo 
w the Husbandman) working the very earth, 
and raking in the Bowels of it. "Tis a great 
part of our holineſs to be ſpiritually-minded, 
while we are converſing with God through Fe- 
ſus Chriſt in Spiritual Duties ; but to be ſpi- 
ritually-minded, and to mind Spiritual Things, 
when we are converſing with the clods of the 
Earth, and the furrows of the Field, when we 
have to do with Corn and Graſs, with Trees 
and Plants, with Sheep and Oxen, when we 

behold the Birds and Fowls of the Air, the 

Worms, and all that creep upon the ground, 

| then C I fay) to be ſpiritually-minded, and 

thence to have our Thoughts aſcending and ſoar- 
ing up to God, in heart affetling and quickning 
Contemplations witneſſeth an Tizh degree of 
FTolineſs, and of gracious Attainments. To 
make a Ladder out of earthly materials, for 
the raiſing of our ſelves in Spirit up to Heaven, 
zs the Art of Arts. Holy and happy indeed are 
they ! who ( being taught of God ) have learn- 
ed this Art, and live in the daily praftice of 
it. Earthly Objefts uſually hinder us in our 
way, ſometimes turn us quite out of our way to 
Heaven. Many plow and ſow, dig and delve 
the Earth, till their Hearts become as earth- 
ty as the Earth it ſelf: Many deal about the 
- Beaſts 


- or Pm Au 
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\ To the Chriſtian Reader. * 
Beaſts of the. Field, till themſelves become even * | 
brutiſh. Is it not then a bleſſed deſign which -\ 


Yr ſo this Author aims and drives at, ſo to ſpiri- 
rth, tualize all ſorts, or the whole compaſs of earth- _ 
þ 4 py] ly Husbandry, that all ſorts of Flusbandmen 
cas 


may become Spiritual and Heavenly? It | 
; ſeems to me a token for good, that God hath an ©| 
Jpt- | intendment of ſome ſpecial good to the Souls of \ © 
NYS, ſuch as are by Profeſſion proper Husbandmen, 
the ſeeing he hath lately put it into the Hearts of 
Mn we two faithful Miniſters ( who with. | 


Yees [ a rofelllon . are” Huſ- - Mr. Richard , 
1 we all 0 that P feſt , ſ- Steel, and this - 
bandmen in a figure) to under- ha. | 
the - fake, though in a different way, 


und, this Subjett, and to publiſh their Labours in 
and | print, that they may be of uſe, uot only for the 
ſoar- preſent Age, but for Poſterity. " 
nINg, And that the Husbandman may be pleaſed, 
e of | as well as profited, in peruſing the Labours of 
To this Author, he hath, with ſingular aptueſs and 


, for acuteneſs, contrived and contraited the ſum 
TOCWs or ſcope of every Chapter into an Elegant Di- 
4 anke ftich or pair of Verſes, placed at the head of 
cearti- Nj  zt, and concluded it with a choice melodious 
8ce of Poem ſuitable to, and dilating upon the whole 
”.0ur matter of it. Theſe the Husbandman, who 


ay io can but read, may quickly learn and ſing for his 
delve NF ſolace, inſtead of theſe vain Ballads and cor- 
rupting Rhimes, which many of that Rank are 
apt to buy, and ſolace themſelves withall, with- ' 


FR _— 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
out any Benefit , yea, much to their hurt , 
making their hearts more corrupt, carnal and 
_ vain thereby. | 

Let me add one word more to the Reader. 
This Book of Husbandry Spiritualized, 7s not 
* calculated only for the common Husbandman ; 
Perſons of any Calling or Condition, may find 
the Author working out ſach ſearching refleti» 
ons and ſtrong Convittions, from almoſt every 
- part and particular .of the Flusbandmans work, 
as may prove, if faithfully improved, very uſe- 
ful to them ; to ſome for their awakening, to 
conſider the ſtate of their Souls, whether in 
Grace or in Nature; to others for their In- 
ſtruction , Conſolation aud Enconragement in 
- the ways of Grace, as alſo for their proficiency 

and growth in thoſe ways. That the Bleſſing of 
the Lord, and the breathings of his good Spi- 
rit may go out with it, for all thoſe gracious pur- 
- poſes, is the hearts defire and prayer of him, 
who 3, | | 


Chriſtian Reader, 


o =, : 
——— 


A ſincere Well-wiſher to 
thy Precious and Immor- 
tal .Soul, 


JoSEPH CARYL., 


YL, 


That ſearce a Ship our Weſtern Coa#t afford 


- Beſides, the learned Author underſtood, 


” [ * - 
wo I 
&. + 


To his Reverend and Learned F riend, i 
Mr. Tobn Flawell, on his Spiricual =_ 
Navigation and Husbandry, | 


| Etters of Mart to hs dear Servant given, 


By him that fiſts theruffling winds of heaven 3 
To fight, and take all ſuch as wou'd not daign 
7' acknowledge him the Seas great Sowtraign. I 
He lanch'd bs lutle Pinace, - and began 
T attaque the waſſals of Leviathan. 
Auſpicions gales ſwelling bis winged Sails, 
Searches -all creeks, and every Bark he batls; 


Which this brave Finace hath not laid aboard. 

And what among our riddles fome might count, 

Was ſeen at once at Barwick, and the Mount. 

Yea, in more Ports hath in one luſtre b:en, 

Than Hawkins, Drake, or CavenGilh have cen. 
And Prizes of move worth brought home again, 

Than all the Plate-Fleets of the King of Spain. 

But that which makes the wonder [well the more, 

Thoſe whom he took were Beggars ail before. 

But refs he here ? No, no, our Friend doth know 

'Tis good to have two ſtrings unto his Bow. 

Our rare Amphibion Jowes not to be pent i 
Within the bounds, of one poor Element... | ab | 


Thar of an idle hand there comes no good, 
| | ; .- Ta i 


: AC, ores » At dine het ar wi adi Pol WAL 9. ne 
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The law to him no Pulpit doth allow, 

And now he cannot Preach, be means to Plow. 
Though Preaching were a Crime, yet he foreſaw 
againF} the Plowman there could be no Law, 

Nor ſtayes he on reſolves, but out of hand | 

He. yoaks bs Teem, plows up the ſtubborn Land : 
Sows it with precious Seed, barrows again 

The tougher clods takes pleaſure in hu pain. 

Wh:ii# Orpheus like, (which doth bus Art advance) 
Rocks, Fields, and Woods after his pipe do dance. 


Induſtriom Spirit, to what a rich account 

- With thy ble#t Lord, will all theſe Labours mount 2 
That every nerve of thy beFF Soul doFt ply, 
To further Heavens Spiritual Husbandry. 
The kind of Tillage which thou teacheFt xs, 
IWas never dreamt of by Triptolemus. 
Go reader, turn the leaves; and me allow 


To pray (whilft at my work) God ſpeed the Plow. 


NICHOLAS WATTS. 
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In Authors OPERA. 
| Et Paracelſus and Van-Helmonts name, 


No more ride triumph on the wings of Fame. 
Lo, here's a Chymiſt whoſe Divmer 5kill 
Doth hallowed, from unhallowed things diſtil. 
Spiritualizeth Sea affairs, agen, | 
+ 2 Aakes the rude ground turn tutor unto men. 
Shews Mariners as by a Compaſs how 
T bey. may untothe Port of glory row. 
Teacheth the Plowman from their work to know 
What Duties unto God, and Man they ow. 
Rare arti#t ! who when many tongues are mute 
flow, | Mak'# things that are inanimate, confute 
The Ages ſis : by preaching unto eyes, 
Truths which in other modes their ears deſpiſe. 
Proſper hs pious Iabours, Lord ! howe'r 
Do not forget to crown the labomrer. 


Sic raptim canit, 


DAN. CONDY. 


. 0-0 =p apo es cp OAT W 
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One grain will yield increaſe, it's tentimes ten, 


To his Reverend and Tnvaluable 
Friend Mr. F, F. upon his Huf- 
bandry Spiritualized. 


Npentions Sir, what do I ſee * what now ! 
Are you come from the Pulpit to the Plow? 
If jo, then pardon me if I profes 

The Plow deſerves to be ſent to the Preſs. 

*T's not long ſince you went to Sea they ſay, 

Composd a Compaſs which direFs the way. 

Hind ſteers the courſe to heaven, O bleft Art! 

And bravely done, that you did that impart 

To 7s, who take it kindly at your hand, 

And bleſs the. Lord rhat you are come to Land, 

To be an Husbandwman wherein you? skill 

IWith admiraticn doth your Readers fill. 


SD 


IF hen th Earihs manured by ſuch Husbandmen. 
IVe may expe& rich harveſts, and full craps, 
When heavenly dew deſcendeth in ſuch drops 
Of Spiritual rain, to water every field 

That is full beaps of Grace to God may jield. 
1 m2u#t adore the Wiſdom of that God 

That mokes men wiſe, who even from a cled 
Of earth can raiſe ſuch beavenly Meditation 
Upto a pitch of bighest elevation. 

Befides, I mark the gooaneſs of the Lord 
Performing unto 7:5 ys faithful Word, 


. That: 


That all ſhall work for good unto the Saints, 
Which in ſome meaſure leſſens our complaints, . 
For though our Pulpit mercies be grown left,  _ 
We have ſome gracious helps yet from the Preſs. 
And herein allthe World may plainly ſee, 

able That faithful Servants will not idle be. . 
Huf- Fe have ſome Bricks, although the Straw be gone 
"ON The Church at lat ſhall be of olliſht ſtone. 

What ever Men or Devils aft, or [ay ; 

Sion at laft will bave a Glorious Day. 


/ 


The wretched muck-worm that from marn to night, 
Labours as if *twere for an heavenly weight, 
And when he hath got all be can, the moſt _ | 
Amounts to little more than a poor cru#t = | 
To feed bus tired carkaſe, if himſelf : 
Have by has carking got alittle pelf 
Leave'it he mu$#h, to one he knows not whom, 
And then mu#Ft come to eternal doom ; £ | 
And hear ha poor neglected wretched Soul al 
Tell bim at la## that be hath played the fool, | 
But here he's taught how he before be dye 4 
ay lay up treaſure for eternity, = 
Wherein he may be rich, yea, much much more 
Than they that do poſſe(s whole. mines of Oar. co 
When earths more worth than heaven,and gold than grace - 
Then let the worldling run his brutiſh race, " 
But not before unleſs he do intend 
To meet with Soul-deſtruFion in the end: 


But I mu+t leave him, and return again 
To gratulate the Anthor for his pain. 
Hnd here Ican't forbare to let my pen 
To tell the world of all the Husbandmen 


hat That 


That &re I meet, he, be bath bit the wein e 
' To recompence the Labourers bard pain, 

And taught him bow to get thegreateFt gain, 

Wherein be treads a path not trod before, © 

By which pndeed by Skill = the more. 

IT might Encomiums give him great and true, 

And yet come very ſhort of what's hu due. 

But I muF#t uot walk in forbidden ways 

For thereby I am ſure I ſhould diſpleaſe 

His piors mind, who doth and freely can 

Give all the praiſe to the great Husbandman. 

Who will bz graces in by Servants own, 

"But doth expect himſelf to wear the Crown. 
Farewel dear Sir, I take my leave and now 
#ll ſay no more but this, God ſpeed the Plow. 


E DWARD JEFFERY, 


THE 


JEPISE LM 
2 TO THE U 
Intelligent Countrey RE ADER. 


\ 


Hou haſt here the Fruit of ſome of 
my ſpare Hours, which were thus 
imployed, when by a ſad Providence 

I was thruſt from the Society of many dear 
Friends, into a ſolitary Countrey dwelling. 
I hope none will envy me theſe innocent de- 
lights, which I made out of my lonely 
walks, whereby the Lord ſweetned my So- 
— | litudes there. Tis like thou wilt find ſome 
paſſages here, that are harmleſly pleaſant ; 

yet, I aſſure thee, I know of -none that the 

moſt Cynical Reader can cenſure, as finfully 

| E. NE light and vain. T muſt acknowledge to the 
praiſe of God, that I have found ſome of 
thoſe (which poſſibly ſome of my Readers 
will call the ſlighteſt and moſt Trifling ſub- 


low. 
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be Epiſtle to the Reader. 
jeas of Meditation ) to be the' Ordinances 
for Tu/truftion, Cantion and Conſolation to my 
own Soul : Yea, ſuch.a degree of comfort, 
I do profeſs, to have found by theſe things, 
as hath much endeared the Countrey Life to 
me, and made me much better to under- 
ſtand that ſaying of Forace, than when I 
learn'd it at School, | 


Noviſtine locum potiorem rure beato © 
Eft ubi plus tapeant hyems 2 ubi gratior aura 2 
Orus, quando te adſpiciam 2 quando; licebit 
Nunc veterum libris nunc ſomno,& inertibus hor- | 
Ducere ſolicite jucunda oblivio vite, (ie.) (tis 


' What life can with the Country life compare? 


Where breaths the pureſt, and moſt healthfu} 
Where undiſturb'd, my ſtudies I purſue ; (Air; 


And when I ſleep, bid all my cares adieu. 


Etor. & at. 6. 


And what I have found ſo beneficial to my 
teit, I cannot but think may be ſo to others. 
I afſure thee Reader, I am not fond of any 
of theſe conceptions; and yetI think, I may 
modeſtly enough ſay, That the emprieſt leaf 
i this Book, may ſerve for more and better 
uſes than a meer diverſion, when thou canſt 
find leiſure to peruſe it. I know , your 
Troubles and Cares are many, and though | 

5 your 


__ _ 


K 


nances 
to my 


mfort, 
ings, 
Life to 
under- 
hen I 


aura se' 


bit 
i hor 


) (is 


pare? 

Ithiul 
(Air, 
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The Epiſtle to the: Reader. 


your condition of Life hath many innocent 


it, yet I believe moſt of you have found, 
that ancient ſaying of Anaxion experimen- 
tally true, "Eya 7 mxe gy Tis Weegyes YAury. 


Some bitter troubles C ountreymen do meet, 
Wherewith the Lord doth intermix their ſweet. 


The Cares of your Minds, are commonly 
no leſs than the Pazns of your Bodzes ; it 
concerns you therefore, to ſweeren what you 


| cannot avoid; and I know no better way 


for that than what is here directed to. O 


Friends! what advantages have you, for a. 


Spiritual Life > Why may you not have two 


Harveſts every year 2 One for your Souls, 


another for your Bodies; if you could thus 
learn to husband your Husbandry. © Me- 


thinks Spiritual Meditations do even put 


themſelves upoa you. Husbandmen of old 
were generally. preſumed to be honeſt and 
good Men ; what elſe means that - ſaying.of 
Menander , "Aye gin £1 
CO wv. _ 


Profeſs thy ſelf an Husbandman, 
And wicked too ! believe't that can. 


Su 


he” 


Comforts, and outward Mercies to- ſweeten 
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' The Epiſthe to the Reader. 


- What you are, godly or wicked is not for 
me ( that am a ſtranger to moſt of you ) to 
determine ; but if you are not godly, it's 
my defireand deſign to make you ſo ; and 
I could not think on a more probable means 
to accompliſh this honeſt deſign, than what I 
have ' here uſed. Methinks it ſhould be a 
pleaſure to you, when you come weary out 
of the Fields from Plow, or ary other La- 
bour, to ſit-down in the Evening, and read 
that Chapter which concerns that particular 
buſineſs, and refreſh your Souls even from 
that which hath wearzed your Bodies. Were 
your Hearts but Heavenly, and more time | 


| allowed for Spiritual Husbandry, your in- 


ward Comforts would be much more, and 
your outward Gains not a jot leſs; for if the 
ſucceſs of all your Civil Labours and Im- 
ployments depend upon the pleaſure and 
will of God ( as all that are not Atheiſts do 
acknowledge ) then certainly, your buſineſs 
can ſucceed never the worſe, for your en- 
deavours to pleaſe him, upon whoſe pleaſure 
it ſo entirely depends. I have many times 
lifted up my Heart to Heaven, whilſt theſe 
Papers were under my hand, for a ſpecial 
Bleſſing to accompany them, when they 
ſhould be in yours. If the Lord accompliſh 
my defires by them upon your Souls, you | 


ſhall enjoy two Heavens, one here, and ano- | 


k #3. 4 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
ther hereafter. Would not that be fweet 2 
The Z7/torian tells us, that Altitins Serart- 
- irs «ws was ſowing Corn in the Field, when Q.. 
4 and} Cincimatus came to him bare-headed, with 
aa Letters from the Senate, ſignifying that he 
;hat 1 was choſen to the Diftatorſhip. I hope the 

be a | Lord will fo bleſs and ſucceed theſe Labours, 
y out || that many of you will be called from holding 
- La-f the Plow on Earth, to wear the Crown of 
| read || Glory in Heaven; which is the ſincere de- 


cular fire of 


from 
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time | 
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Im- | 

and 
s do 
neſs 
_ en- 
alure 

1mes 
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Torr hearty Welk-wiſher, 


ru 
Author to the REA DER. 


Ome you whoſe liſtning Exrs ds even itch, 
| To hear. the way preſcrt*d of growing rich 3 
THY ſhew you how to make your Tenements 
Ten thouſand times more worth, and yet your rents 
Not raisd a farthing ,, bere my Reader ſees, 
A way to make his dead arid barren Trees; . 
Tield precious Fruit, his Sheep though ne're ſo bad 
Bear golden Fleeces, ſuch ne're* Jaſon bad. 
In every thing your gain ſhall more than double, 
And all this bad with far leſs toyl and trouble. 
Methinks, I bear thee ſay this cannot be, 
Pl ne're believe it ; well, read on and ſee. 
Reader, badit thou but ſenſes exercis'd 
Fo guage aright ; were ſpiritual things but priz'd 
At. their juſt value, thou wou'ldſt quickly ſay 
*Tis ſo indeed, thou wouldit not go thy way 
Like one that's diſappointed, and ſo fling 
The Bovk afide, I thought *twas ſome ſuch thing. 
Time was when Countrey Chriftians did afford, 
More homrs and pains about God's boly Word 3 
' Witneſs the Man who did moſt gladly pay - 
For ſome few Leaves bx whole Cart-lod of Hay. 
And time ſhall be when heavenly truth that warms 
T be heart, ſhall be preferr'd before your Farms. 
When Holineſs as ſacred Scripture telis, 
Shall be engraven on the Horſes Bells. 
Lord haſten on thoſe much deſired times, 
£nd tothat purpoſe bleſs theſe rural Rhimes. 


THE | 


THE 
PROEM. 
7 Car. 3-6 

Te are God's Husbandry. 


HE ſcope and deſign of the following 
Chapters, being the Spiritval Improve- 
ment of Husbandry, it will be neceſfary 

| by way of Proem, to acquaint the Rea» 
der with the Foundation and general Rules of this 
Art in the Scriptures, thereby to procure greater. 
reſpe& unto, and prevent prejudice againſt Com-- 
polures of this kind. 
Ts this end I ſhall entertain the Reader a Iſttly. .. 
while upon what this Scripture affords us, which-* + 
. will give a fair Incroduction to the following Dif- 
courſe, | | 


| The Apolile's ſcope in the context being to | | 


check and repreſs the vain-glory and emulation of -} 


the Corinthians, who inſtead of thankfulneſs for, 
' and an humble and diligent improvement of the cx- 
is C : cellent 
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ade Cicada © 
© 


_ 


ce!lent Bliffings of the Miniſtry 3 turd all into 


vain oftentation and. emulation, ene preferring 
Paul, and another Apollo's, in the mean time depri- 
ving themſclves of the Choice Bleſſings they might 
have received from them both. 


To Cure this growiog miſchicf in the Churches, 
he checks their vanity, and diſcovers the evil of{uch 


' prafticesz by ſeveral Arguments, amongſt which 


this is one, 
Te are God's Husbandry. q. d. 


What are ye, but a Field, or plot of ground, to 
be manured and cultivated for God ? And what are 


| Paxl, Apollo, and Cepbas, but fo many Workmen 


and Labourers, imployed by God, the great Hul- 
bandman, to plant, and water you all ? 
Tf then, you ſhall glory in ſome, and deſpite 
others, you take the rcady way to deprive your 
ſelves of the Benefits aud Mercies you might re- 
ceive from the joint Minifiry of them all. God 
hath;uſed me to plant you, and Apollo to. water 
you 3 you are obliged to bleſs him for the Minitiry . 
of both, and it will be your fin if you deſpiſe cither. 
If the Workmen be diſcouraged in their Labours, 
*tis the Field that loſes and ſuffers by it 3 fo that the 
words arc a {imilitade, ſerving to iliuftrate the Re- 
lation. | | 


'3. Which the Churches have to God. 
2. Which God's Minifters have to the Churches. 


I. The relation betwixt God and them, is like 
\hat of an Husbandman to his Ground or THE 


6. 


"The PROEM. —"Y 32 


pf 


0 
. The Greek os fizhifies Gods * 4- 
p I rable, or that plot of ground which _, * Fidrles m9 
it God manures by the Miniſtry of Pa- _ F, _ 
ſtors and Teachers. - quia 2 Deo pt *: =þ 
| paſtores, tanquam arvum excoluntur. Rav C. 
s, . 2, Itſerves to ilſuftrate the relation that the Mi- - 
h niſters of Chriſt ſuſtain to the Churches, which is © 
' like that of the Husbands Servants to him, and, a > 
Fields, which excellent notion carries in it the 2 
petual neccfſiry of a Goſpel- Miniſtry. ( For _— 7 
Fruit can be expeRted, where there are none to F; 
__ Till the ground : ;) ) As alſo the diligence, account» 2 
re - ableneſs, and rewards, which theſe Labourers are 3 
ot fo give to,* and receive from God, the great Huſ- -F 
{ bandman. All runs into this, | £4 
| That the Life and Imployment of an | Husband- 3 
{ſe man, excellently ſhadows forth the relation. 
hs betwint God and his Church, and the relative 
ww, Butics berwixt its Miniſters _ Members. 
2d Or more briefly thus. 
er The Church is God's Husbandry, about which 
ry - his Miniſters are imployed. 
a , I ſhall not here obferve my uſual method, ( in» 
rs, tending no more but a Preface to the following Diſs 
he courſe ) but. only open the particulars. wherein che-|- + 
pe reſemblance conſiſts ; and then draw fome Corrola-  -* 
ries from the whole. The fir 1 hall diſpatch i in. v4 
theſe Twenty Particulars followiog. 'Y 
7. Prop. The Husbandman purchaſes his Fields, ps 
es, and givcs a valuable Contideration for them, fore YN 
32-' 9, 10. - "4 
ke Red. So hath God purchaſcd his Church wiha, 


full valuable price, even the precious Bluod of his | 2 
own SoD, As 20. 28. Feed the Charch f God, -- 2 
LY : c 2 | al 5 


6s 4 = 
- wm 
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1 [W. _ be hath purchaſed,. or acquired with bis onmn 
's 'X Blod. 0 dear-bought Inheritance, how. much 
e oP 2 "chis b:(peak irs worth ? Or rather, the high 
= God hath of it, foi pay down Blood, and 
ach Blood for it 3 never was any Inheritance bought 
at ſuch a rate ; Every particular Elect perſon, and 
none but ſuch are comprehended in this purchaſe, 

he x reſt il] remain in the Devils xight. Sin made. 
a forfeiture of a!l © Juftice, upon which Satan en- 
tred and took p* off ffi>n, and as a fixong man arm- 
ed, fill kceps it in them, Leke 11. 21, but upon 
payment of this ſum to, Jutiice, the Ek& ( who 
only are intended in this purchaſe) paſs over into 
God's right and propricty, and now are neither 
 Satans, Ads 26. 18. nor their own, 1 Cor. 6. 19. 
but che Lord's. peculiar, 1 Pet. 2.6. And fo ſhew 
how much they are his own, you have two poſſeſ- 
fives in one Verſe, Cant. 8. 12. My vineyard, which 

is mine is before me. Mine, which is mine, 

2. Prop. Ausbandincn divide and ſeparate their 
own Lands from other mens, they have their Land- 
marks and Boundarics, by which propriety is pre- 
ſerved, Deut. 27. 17. Prov.: 22. 28. | 

Red. So are the prople of Gnd wonderfully ſepa-_ 
rated, and diltinguiſht from all che people of the 
Earth, Pſal. 4. 3. The Lord hath ſet apart bins that 
# gadly for bins If, and the Lord hnoweth who are* 
bis, -2 Tim. 2.19. [tis a ſpecial Act of Grace, to 

* be incloſtd, by G:1d cur of the walte howling Wit- 

_ _dernels of the Weald, Der. 33. 16. This God did 
imtenti-nally, in the decree betcre the World was; / 
which dccice | t5 EXCcuted in theis Sanitication and 


Ad 2pton, 


3. Prop. 


ener eee nee ee rr I 
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| bis people. So carcful is he for their ſafety, that be 


. aint, but is hedged about and incloſed in arms of by 


The PROEM. : 5-3 
Hin Corr-ficlds are carefully fenced. by the 
Husbandmen with Hedges and Ditches, to preſerve _- 
their Fruits from Beaſts that would otherwiſe over-" 
wn and deſtroy ther —— Non minns eſt virtus 
quam querere parts teri. It is as good Husbandry 
to keep what we have, as to acq! aire miore than we- © 
had. A 
Red. My well-beloved hath a vineyard in 4a very '& 
fruitful bill, and be fenced it, Iſa. 5.1, 2. No In- 
heritance is berrer defended and ſecured, than the -. 
Lords Inheritance, Pſal. 125. 2. 4s the manntains 
are round about Jerolalem, ſo the Lord is round abous” 


createth upoh every dwelling place of mount Sion, and 
apon ber &4ſſemblies, a cloud rand ſmoke by day, end 


the ſhining of flaming fire by night : for _ all the 
glory ſhall be a defence, Iſa. 4. 5. Not a particular 


power and love, Fab 1.10. Thox haſt made a bedge . 
aboxt bim. The Devil fain would, but by his own 
Confeſſion could not, break over that hedge to- 
couch Fob, till Gods permiſſion made a gap for 
him : Yea, he not only makes an hedge, but a wall 
about them, and that of Fire, Zech, 2. 5. Sets 8 
guard of Angels to encamp round about them that fraw:.* 
bins, Plal. 34.7. And will not cruſt them with a 
ſingle guard of Angels neither, chough their power 
be great, and love to the Caints as -great z Fa _ 
warches over them himfclt alſo, Iſa. 27. 2, 3 F 
ye unto her @ vineyard .of req wine, I the 3 ir "4 
keep it, I will water if; every moment : ; MF any _ 0" 
I will hep i t night and, G9: $8 7:1 
ATR ſhawn 
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+ Prop. Horhandmen carry out their Cowpot ; ; 
to > Fanlie their Arable ground, they dung it, 
drefs it, and keep it in heart ? and in theſe Weſ- 
, fern parts areat great Charges to bring Lime, and 
= 1 Salt-water Sand to quicken their thin and cold 
MR Soy! | 
W WF _ Red. Lord, let it alone this year alſo, till I ſhall 
+ MF dig about it and dung it ; and if it bear fruit well, 
MT 7f not, cat it down, Luke 13.8. O the rich- drefing 

|; It} which God befiows upon his Churches ! they are 
Cofily FicIds indeed, drefi and fertilized, not only 
by : precious Ordinances and Providences, but 2ifo 
by the Sweat, yea, Blood of the Diſpenſers of them. 
«© You Londoners (faith Mr. Lockjer in coloſ. p.55 3.) 
© are Trees watered choicely indeed ; *tis ſtoried of 
* che Palm-tree, that #t its firſt tranſplanting into L- 4 
 &Traly, "'rwas watered with Wine, I cannot ſay 
Vi ©Cfaith he} that you have been ſo watered by me, 
[2-4] dare not ; but this I can humbly and truly ſay, 
"that if our choiceſi Strength and Spirits may be 
'4 » * named inftead of Water, Wine; or it the ble(- 
_ * fing which hath gone along with theſe Waters, at 
& any, time, hath turned them into Wine, - in vi- 
* pour upon your Souls 3 then hath God by me, 
tt & * watered" your Roots with Wine. 
119 j 4 5. Prop. The Husbandman builds his Houſe , 
S | where he makes his Purchaſe , ' dwells upon his 
|| "Eand, . and frequently vifits it ; he knows, that 
+: fach as: dwell bor from their Lands, are not far 
if from ſs. | 

\Red.. So doth God 'whete-ever he plants a 
F Church, there doth he fix hi Babicarion, intending, 

- there to dwell, Pſal. 46. 5: PIN 'zr in the midſt of 
| ber, ſhe (hall not be moved. Thus God "bs f 

we 
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dwell upon his own Fee and Inheritance, in Fudea, 
Levit. 26. 11, 12, And I will ſet my Tabernacle a= 
-mong ft you, and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my 
people, Which Promiſe is again renew'd to his | 
Churches of the New Teliam<nt, 2 Cor. 6. 16, 
And when the Churches (hall be in their greaielt 
flouriſh, and purity, then ſhall there be the folleft 
and moſt glorious manifeſtation of the Divine pre- 
ſence among them, Rev. 21. 3. And T beard a 
great voice out of heaven, ſaying, Behold the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will dwell withthem, and 
be their God, Hence the Afſcmblies are called, the - 
places of his Feet And there. they behold the 
b:auty of the Lord, Pfal. 27. | _ 

6. Prop. Husbandmen grudge not at the Coſi 
they are at for their Tillage ; but as they lay out 
vali Sums upon it, fo, they do ir cheerfully. 

Red. And naw, O inhabitants of Jerulaiem, and 
men of Juda, judge I pray yew, betwixt me and my 
vineyard 4 what could bave been dane more to my vine- 
yard, that IT have not done in it ? And as he beſiows 
upon his Heritage, the choiceti Mercies, fo he doth 
it with the greateſt cheerfulneſs 3 for he ſaith, Fer. 
32. 41. I will rejnice over them, to do themgood; and 
I will plant them in this: Land aſſuredly, with my 
whole heart, and with my whole foul. It is not the 
giving out of Mercy ( (ſaith ons ) that grieveih 
God, but the recoiling of his Mercies back again 
upon him by the Creatures ingratitude. 
' 7. Prop. When Hasbandmen have been at Coſt 
and Pains about their Husbandry, they expe fruit 
from it, anſwerable co their pains and expences a> 
bout it : Behold ( ſaith Fames ) the Eiuthandman 
waitethfor the precious fruits of the Eartb, Jaw. 5.7. 
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Red. And be looked that it ſheuld bring forth fruit, 
Tja. 5. 2. This heavenly Husbandman waits for 
tne Fruits of his Fields alſo never did any Huſ: 
bandman long for the deſired Harvefi, more than 
God doth for the fruits of Holineſs from his 
Saints 3 great are the expectations of God from his 


receive the fruits of it. | : 
. 8, Prop. Husbandmen are much delighted, to 
ſee the ſucceſs of their Labours, it Comforts them 


fcc a good increaſe. © 

Red. Much more is God delighted, in behold- 
ing the flouriſhing Graces of his people 3 it pleaſes 
him to fee his Plants ladeni with Fruit, and his Vat- 


. leys ling with Corn, Cant. 6. 2. My Beloved is 


gone down to the garden, into bis beds of Spices, to 
feed in the gardens , and to gather Lillies. Theſe 
Beds of Spices ( ſay Expolitors ) are 
Paſcitur Chri- the particular Churches, the Compa- 
96g rw of nies of Believers 3 he goes to feed in 
videt.lillie d!- fee Gardens, like as Men go to 
zerpit, quando, their Gardens to make merry, or to 
optimum = pg Fruit , Cant. : 16, = —_ 
i avg 4 is pleaſant fruit, viz. His peoples ho- 
= IP ly CG {weeter to him than 

any Ambroſia ; thus he feeds in the 
Garders, and he gathers Lillies when he tranſlates 
good Souls into his Kingdom above 3 For the Lord 


merk with ſalvation. 


people : And when the time of the fruit drew near, be 
ſent bis ſervants to the Husbanamen, that they might . 


over all their hard pains, and many weary days, to. 


taketh pleaſure in bis Saints, and will beautifie the 
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it, 9. Prop. The Husbandman is exceedingly griev- 
for ed, when he ſees the hopes of a good Crop difap- 
ufz pointed, and his Fields prove barren, or blafied. | 
an Red. So the Lord expreſſes his grich for, and 
his anger againſi his people, when they bring forth 
his no Fruits, or wild Fruits, worſe than none, Hof. 
be 9.16. Ephraim is ſmitten, their root is dried np. 


zh: WM Chriti was exceedingly difpleaſed with the F ig 
tree, and Curſed it for its barrennelſs 3 -it grieval 


to him to the Heart when his Servants return tro Hine 

im with ſuch Complaints as theſe, Ie have Iiboured: in 

to i vain, "we have ſpent our ſtrength for nought. *, 
10. Prop. Husbandmen imploy many Labourers = 

Id- to work in their Fields, there is need of many hands PS, 

les for ſuch a multiplicity of buſineſs. 3: Cl 

al- Red. God hath diverſity of Workmen alſo in the* [. > 


is Churches, whom he ſends forth to labour in his 
', Spiritual Fields, Eph. 4. 12. He gave ſome Apofiles, | 
fe M ſomeProphets, and ſome Evangeliſts ; and ſome Pe. - _ 
re ftors and Teachers, for the perfefting of the Saints, for 1 
a. the work, of the . Miniſtry, Amos 3.7. | have ſent 
in [my ſervants | the Prephets, *Tis uſual with the 


co Apoflles to place this Title of Servant among their  * 
fo honourary Titles, though = profane Mouth once *: 
ts called it, Probroſum artificium, a ſordid Artifice. 
O- Chrift hath ſiampt a great deal of dignity upon his 
an Miniſters, in retaining them for the neareſt ſervice 
he to himfclf, 1 Cor. 4. 1, Let 4 man ſo-account of us, 


ES as the Miniſters of Chriſt, they are workers together 
rd with God: The Husbandman works in the Field 
be KW among his Labourers, and the great God diſdain- 

Eth not to work in and with his poor Servants, in 
the work of the Miniſtry. | G 
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11, Prop, 
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- -1T. Prop. The work Wn which: tba 
Haploy their Servants in the Field, is toylſome and Y*! t 
ſpending. You fee they. come home at night as 
weary as they can draw their Legs after then. iclds 


a 


Red. But Gods Workmen have a much harder || £* 
_— Nook than they. Hence are they fct forth in Scrip- (PT 7 
ture by the laborious Ox, 1 Cor. 9. 9. Rev. 4. 7. © 
= me derive the word tld; Q xons, Deacon <2 
fre a word that ſignifies duſt, to ſhew the labori- ſait] 
5 = ufneſs of their Imployment, labouring till even 
26 --choaked with duſt and ſweat. *Tis ſaid of Epaphro- ork 
-u Eons, Phil. 2. 13. That for the work of Chriſt be "© 
=2--apas ſick, and nigh znto death; not regarding bis life "7 

_p 30 ſupply their Iatk of ſervice. The Apoſtles cxpretſi- | nan | 
o” - "On, Col. 1. lr. is very emphatical, Whereunto I alſo ("it 
labour, ſtriving according to bis working ; which work- | 1+ 
eth in me mightily. The word Anurtid pwr ſigai- ME 
fies, ſuch (pending Jabour as puts a Man into an ago- eFi 
ny 3 and blcfled is that Servant , . whom his Lord 
when he comerh ſhall find fo doing, 

12. Prop. The immediate ead of the Husband- 
t-- 13 mans labour, and his Servants labour, is for the im- 
FF provement of his Land, to make it more flourithing 
WE | 86 and fruitful, *' | 

Red. The ſcope and end of the Miniftry is for the 

Churches: benefit and advantage. They multi not 
lord it over Gods hcritage, as if the Church were 
for them, and not they for the Church 3 nor ſerve 
themſelves of it, but be the Churches Servants for 
Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor. 4. 6. tne power they have re- 
ceived being for Edification, and not for DelicuRi- 
an, 2 Cor. 10. 8, Chrifi hath given them to the 
Churches, their Gitts, their Time, heir - } 
| an 
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nd all their Miniſterial Talents are not thelr' own, | 
at the Churches Stock and Treaſure. 
as | 13. Prop. The Workinen that labour in the 
ields, are accountable for their work to him that 
ploy'd them. | 
er || Red. Church-Officers are alſo accountable to God 
or all the Souls committed to them. They are 


5 tewards of the Myltcries of God, 1 Cor. 4. 1. and 
on {(ewards are accountable. Ie watch for your Souls 


rj. © faith the Apoſile ) as they that muſt give an accownt, 
-n Wb. 13. 7. If theſe Servants be unfaithful in their' 
ork and truſt, the Blood of Souls ſha!l be required. 
he Mt their hands, Ezek, 3. 17, 18. Which are fulmina, 
fe Wor verbs, (faith Eraſmus ) thunder-bolts, rather 
3- Wban words. The guilt of Blood is the greateſt 
uilt ; and of all Blood, - the Blocd of Souls. 
þ. | 74 Prop. Thoſe that ſpend their time and 
i- Wrenvgth all cheir days, in manuring, and plowing 
5. Wc Ficlds, do- maintain themſelves and their Fa- 
d WFilics by their Laboursz their hands are (ufficient 
pr themſclves and theirs. 
1. | Red. Even ſo bath God ordained, that they which 
1- Feach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 
g 8-14 The workman 4 worthy of his meat, Mat: 10, 
oO. *Tis a fad thing, if thoſe who break the 
ie Frcad of Life to Souls, ſhanld be ſuffered to want 
»t Wrcad themſelves. God would not have the Mouth 
re Wt the Ox muzled that treads out the Corn, but: . 
'& Wave liberty to eat, as well. as work: Yet if any + 
retender to the Miniſiry be like the Heifer that 
byes to fread out the Corn, (7. e.) cares to do no 
'ork, but ſuch as brings in preſent pay 3 he there- 
| ſufficiently diſcovers his Beaſi-like difpolition. 
linifters muſt be faithful in thets Maſters: work, - 
an 
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72 The PROEM | 
-andif Men do not, God will reward them. Fox, 
He is not nnrighteous to forget their work, and lah 
of love, Heb. 6. 10. 

15. Prop. It is a great trouble to Husbandmen inf 
a butic time, co be put off from their labours by 
fiarmy Weather, which drives them out of thei 
Fields, and makes them let all lye, cill ir clear vp 
again ; yet, mean-while, they arc not idle, but im 
ploy themſelves in home work. 

Red. Even fo in God's Husbardry, *tis an y 
ſpeakable Aﬀfliion to God's Workmen, ta be ren 
dred uſcleſs and unſerviceable to the Churches, by 
thoſe ſtorms of trouble, which drive them from 
their publick Miniticrial Work, With what a he 
'vy heart did Paw! go off from his Work at Epheſus, 
Afts 20, It ſpends a Minifier to preach, but more 
to be filent. *Tis a loud ſpeaking Judgment, when 
God ſhall ſay to them as to Ezekiel; Son of Mz 
IT will make thy tongue cleave to. the roof of thy mouth 
and thon ſhalt be dumb, Ezek 3.26. Such filencing 
Providences, ſpeaking thundring Language to gra 
cious Hearts 3 yct even then, the keepers of th 
Vineyard have a private Vineyard of their own to 
Jook after, they have much home-work when 
out-WOork., 

\- 16, Prop. There isa vaſt difference betwixt thoſt 
Fields which have becn well husbarnded, and dref 
by a skilful and diligent Husbandman 3 and thoſe 

that have been long out of Husbandry, How frail 
grant is the one? How dry and barren the other! 
When you paſs by a Ficld well dreficd and fericed, 
every thipg proſperous, and in exquilite order, you 
may know without farther enquiry, that a good 


sband lives there. 
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Red. Thus ftands the. caſe berwixt thoſe places. 
hich God hath bleft with a faichful painful Mi- 
ifiry, and ſuch as have none, or worſe than none : 
For as the Husbandmans cofi and pains appears in 
he verdant, ard fragrant hew of his Fields; fo a 
Minitiers pains and diligence is ( ordinarily ) ſeen 
n the heavenly Lives, and flouriſhing Graces of the 
People. The Churches of Corinthand. Theſſalonica, 
here Paul and other holy Infiruments ſpent much 
pf their time and pains, became famous and flou- 
iſhiog Churches, 2 Cor. s. 2. A ſpecial bleſſing 
omes along with a godly Miniſter, ro the- place 
Wwhere ſpecial Providence afſigns him.” Such places 
ike Gidcon's Fleece, have the Dew of Heaven lying 
n them, whilſt others ronnd about are 'dry and 
Mbarren. ' 
17. Prop. The Husbandman is not diſcouraged, 
hough the Sced lye long under the clods;-he knows 
it will (pring/ up at laſt, and reward him, or thoſe 


ingfithat comes after him, for their painsard patience fn 


waitivg for it. 
# Red. Miniſters ſhould not be preſently difcoura- 
Mgcd in their work, becauſe they fee but' little or no 
(appearance of all the Seed they have ſown among 
Fehe people. The ſervant of the Lord mutt be patient 
Wowards all, waiting if at any time Gd will give then 
Wrepentance,: 2 Tim. 24, 25. Andif it never ſpring 
Jup in his-time, it may after his deaths and if fo, 
he ſhall not fail of his reward, Fohn 4.36, 37. And 
be that reaperb, receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 
Wuxto life eternal, that both be that ſoweth, and be that 


youſſreapeth may rejoice together 3 and herein 1s that ſaying 


ſerme, one ſoweth, and another reapeth. Though Mi- 
Woiticrs dyc, yet their wards live; yea, their 
\ words 


_ Dbe-PROE M. 
words take hold of Mcn when they are in the & | 
Zech. 1. 6. 
18 Prop. Husbandmen find low Grainds and 
Valleys, moſt fertile. Hills, how loftily fſoever 
they over-top the lower grounds, yet anſwer not 
' the Husbandmans pains, as the Valleys do. Thel: 
arc beſt watered and ſecured frqm the ſcorching heat 
of the Sun. 
Red. Experience ſhews us, that the humbleſ 
Saints are moſt fruitful under the Goſpel. The 
ere they that receive with meelneſs the ingrafted word, 
"(ry 1. 2I. whoſe influences abide in them, as the 
ain doth-in the low Valleys. Happy is that Mi 
| nifter, whoſe Lot falls in ſuch a pleaſant Valley. 
- Bleſſed are thty that ſow beſide all ſuch waters, that 
ſend ferth thither the feet of the ox and the afr, Iſa. 
2. 20. Among thele Valleys run the pleaſant 
privgs, and Purling-brooks, ' which fertilize | the 
Neighbouring ground, Heavenly Ordinances there, 

leave fruitful influcnces. 

19.: Prop. The tirſt Cropis uſually the: beſt 3' and 


leſs it produces. After a few years its vigour and 
Krength 1s ſpent. 


commonly the beft ; and what good is:done by the' 
Minifiry, is often done at its firli enfrance' New! 
things arc pretty, and very taking, Jolin- at firſt 
was to the Fews a burning and a Jſrining' light, and: 
they were willing | for a ſeaſon | to rejoice in his light 
Fobn 5435. Paul was highly valucd-among the: 
Galations, at firli ; Such was their Zeal; that they" 
coald have placket out their Eyes, and-have given" 
them co him ; but how quickly did-this full Tide 
ebb 


the longer the Husbandman; Tills his ground, thef 


Red. The firſt Entertainment | of fe Goſpel is 


 Pebagain 2 Far be complains, Ga. +15, IThere | 


then is tbe ble edneſs ye ſpake of ? | 
20. Prop. C4 0] ws Fields orove barren, a | 
5 2008 ill not,quit the Husbandmans coft, nor anſwer the, . * 
ocvery Seed: he ſows in them, he plucks up. the Hedges, 
T nOÞ nd lays it waſte. 
Thellf Red. So. when Charches grew formal and fruit- 
z heat Jeſs, the Lord removes his Goſpel-preſence from 
them 3 plucks up the Hedge of his proteQion from 
nbleſ about them, and lays them open, as waſte ground, 
The to be over-run by their Enemies, fer. 7. 12. Go to. 
word, Shiloh, and ſee what I did untoit., What is become - 
s theſ "f thoſe once famous and flouriſhing Churches of 
Mi Afia? Are they not laid waſte, and trodden down 
allcy, by Infidcls? And now go to ( faith the great Huſ- 
that bandman ) I will tell you what I will do to myvine- 
, Ia. yard, Iwill pull up the bedge thereof, and it ſhall be. 
faotÞ 1.1d waſte, Ia. 5. 5. 
thel Thus you fee the Allegory opened in its particu- 
here, lars: From the whole, I thall preſent you with - 
theſe five enſuing Corolaries. 


the} The Firſt Corrolary. 


BB How great then are the dignities and priviledges of 
& is the Churches of Teſs . Chriſt, whom be bath appro- 
' the! priated to bimſelf, above all the people of tbe earth, to 
New be bi peculiar inberitance ? The refit of the World i 1s 
fir Þ a waſte Wilderneſs : » all other places, how, plea-. 
and'Þ Got ſoever, in reſpet _ of , their natural, amznlty 
bt; and delights, x are truly cnough callcd the dark places 
the' of the Earth 3 diſmal, ſolitary Cells, where Zizms. 
hey Yaod Tom, Bitterns, Comments, and. every doleful. 
LVEN'Y Creature dwells, But the Church is the Paradiſe of 
ne 
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the Earth, 2 Garden' encloſed, Cant. 4. 12. in whole 
Hedges the Goſpel-birds chirp and ting melodiouf- 
ly; Cant. 2. 12, Its Beds, arc Beds of Spices, Cant. 
6. 2. and betwixt its pleaſant Banks, a Chryfial 
River of living Water runs, Rev. 22. 1. the 
Streams whereof make glad the City of God, in 
the midſt thereof the Lord himſelf delights to walk, 
_ O Sion ! with what pleaſures doſt thou abound /! If 
Bernard were (o raviſhed with the delights of his 
Monaftery, becauſe of its green Banks, and ſhady 
Bowers, and Herbs, and Trces, and various Ob- 
| jets to feed his Eyes, and fragrant Smells, and 
ſwcet and various tunes of Birds, together with the 
opportunities of devout Contemplation, that he cry- 


ed out admiringly, Lord ! what delights doſt thou pro- 
wide, even for the poor ! How much more ſhould wel 
be raviſhed. with Sion's glory ? For beautiful for| 


ſeituation, is mount Sion. Of whom it may much 
more truly be ſaid, what a Chroni- 


Speed's Chron. cler of our own once (aid of England, i 


That it is the Fortunate Tfland, the 


Paradiſe of Pleaſure, the Garden of God, - whoſe | 
Valleys are like Eden, whole Hills arc as Lebanon, } 
whoſe Springs are as Piſpah, whoſe Rivers are as 


Forden, wholc, Wall is the Ocean, and whoſe De- 
tence is the Lord Febovah. Happy art thou, O.1[ 
rael, who is like unto thee? Who can count the 
Priviledges wherewicth Chrift hath inveſted his 
Churches 7 O let it never feem a light thing in our 
Eycs, that we grow within his bleffcd incloſure. 
How ſweet a Promiſe is that, Exod. 19. 5. Te ſhall 
be to me a peculiar treaſure, above all people 3 far all 
the earth is mine. F __— 
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The Second Corrolary. 


Hence it follows, That Spiritual Barrenneſs js a 
great reproach and ihame . to Chriſtians. Shall 
), inl God's Husbandry, which is ſo planted, watered, 


valk, fenced, filled with favours and mercies, be Jike the 
1 HY barren Heath in the Deſert ?' Surely it ſbould be © 
q his ſaid of every Soul that grows here, as the Hiſtorian 
had Caith of Spain, that there is nib infrutweſum, nibil 
_ feerile  n: hing barren or untruicful in it. God's 


Vineyard is planted in a very fruitful Hill, Iſa. 5. 1- 
And ſurely they that are planted in the bouſe of the 
Lord, ſhould flouriſh in the Court of onr Ged , they 
ſhould bring forth fruit, cven in old age, to ſhew that 
God ts upright, Plal. 92. 13, 14. They are created in 
Chriſt Feſus tunto good works, which God bath ordain- 
ed they ſhould walk in, Eph. 2. 10. They are mar- 
ried unto Chriſt, that they might bring forth fruit to 
God, Rom. 7.4. Ancempty Branch is a dilhonous 
tothe Root that bears it, a barren Field to the Huſ- 
bandman that owns it 3 God cannot endure that in 
his Fields, which he ſuffers in the Wildeineſs. 


The Third Corrolary. 
If che Church bs God's Husbandry, then there 


is fuch a ſpecial gracious preſence of the Lord in 
his Charches, as is not to be found in 2'l' the 
World betide. Where may yi expect to fied the | 
Husbandman, but in his owa Fields ? There lyes [ 
bis buſin:ſs, and there he dclights ro be. And 
where may we expett to hnd God, but in the A(- 
{emblies'of his Saints? He: walks among the golden 
PL Ar Rev. 2,1. I will watk among you - 
D ( faith 
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( faith he )- and be your God, 2 Cor. 6. 16. Upo 

this account the Church is called Fehovab Shammab, 
the Lord is there, Ezek. 48. lt. You may ſee the 
: footſteps of God in the Creatures ; but the face of 
God is only to be (cen in his Ordinances. Hence 
Pſal. 27. 4. David long'd for the temple, that he 
might ſee the beauty of the Lord, Now, what is 
beauty, but a ſymetry and proportion of parts ? 
In the works of Creation, you ſee one Attribute ma- 
nifefled in one thing, and another, in another 
thing 3 but in the Sandzary you may ſee beauty, 
even all the Attributes of God diſplayed there : And 
indeed, we find in Sctipture ſuch aſtoniſhing ex+- 
preſſions about. the Vitions of God in his Church, 
that in reading them, a Man can ſee little diffe- 
rence betwixt it and Heaven; for as the Church is | 
called Heaven, Mat. 25. 1. ſo its deſcription is like | 
that of Heaven, Heb. 12.22, 23. Tow are come to the i 
heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company of i 
Angels, &c. And Rev. 4. 22. They ſhall ſee his face, | 
and his name ſhall be written in their foreheads. And 
V. 24. The ſaints are repreſented, ſtanding nearer t0 
the throne of God, than the Angels themſelves. Hence 
alſo Ordinances are call:d Galleries, in, which both 


him that fits upon the Throne, Zecb. 3. 7. 1f you 
will k:cp my ways, I will give you galleries to walk, in, 
among them that ſtand by. 


The Fourth Corrolary. 


If the Church be God's Husbandry, then thoſe 
that beimployed in Minifierial Work: ought to be 
Men of great Judgment and Experience in Scul Af- 


fairs ; for theſe are the Labourers whom God, the 
Mytit- 


Saints and Angels walk, b:ho!ding the glory of 'E 


"The PROEM "Ip i 
Myſtical Husbandman imploys and entruſts about -* 
his Spiritual Husbandry. Should Husbandmen im- 
ploy ignorant Perſons, that neither underſtand the 
Rules, nor proper Seaſons of Husbandry 3 how much 
would ſuch Workmen damnihe and pr: jadice him ? 
He will not imploy ſuch to weed his Fields, as kiiow 
not Wheat from Tares; or to prune his Trees, 
that think Midſummer as fit for that w.'rs as De> 
cember z mach leſs will God, He qualities all that 
he ſends, with wiſdom for their Wors. His mwork- 
men approve themſelves workmen intleed, ſuch as need 
not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth, 
2 Tim. 2.15, As Bezaleel was furniſhed with wil- 
dom, before he. was imployed in Tabcrnacle-work, 
ſo Chriſt inliracts his Servants, with sKill and in- 


hght, before they are imployed in Miniticrial- work. - > 


He gives them a Mouth and wiſdom. Lzk- 21. 15. 
indues them with power from on high : As Chriſt 
was filled abundantly with the Spiric tor his Work, 


ſo according to proportion, are thoſe that are ſent 


by him, Fohn 20. 21, 22. As my Father hath ſent 
me, ſo ſend T you. And as for thoſe that run before 
they are ſent, and underſtand not the MyKferies of 
the Golpe], I thall ſay no more of them but this 5 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they dos 


The Fifth Conolary. 
To conclude, If the Church be God's Husban- © 


dry, that is, if ' Husbandry have ſo many refem- 
blances of Gods Works about the Church in itz 

then how incxcuſable is the ignorance of Ha«band- 
men in the things of God, who bejides tne Word 
of the Goſpel, have the reachings of the Creatures 5 
and can hardly turn their hands co any part of © 


D 3 


. 


theis, . Þ 


* own Souls. 


— PROEM 
- their Work, but the Spirit hints one Spiritual uſe 
or other from it to their Souls ? How do the Scrip- 
tures abound with Parables, and lively Similicudes 
taken from Husbandry ? Fr rom the Ficld, the Sced, 
the Plow, the Barn, from threſhing av wWinnoW- 
ing 3 fimilirudes allo from planting, grafting, and 
pruning of Trees 3 and not a few from the ordering 
of Cattel. So that to what buſineſs foever you 
rurn your hands, in any part of your Calling, ſill 
God meets you witiz one Heavenly Infirvucion or 
other. But alas! How few are able to improve 
their Civil Imployments to ſuch excellent. ends ? 
Theſe thirgs are but briefly hinted in the Scrip- 
tures, and thoſe hints (cattered up and down, that 
they know not where to find them 3 and if they 
could, yet would it be difficult ſo to methodize 


"- them, as it is neceſſary they (hould be, in oxder to 


their due improvement, by Meditation. 

| And therefore I judged ir neceſſary to colled and 
- Prepare them for your uſe ; and in this manner to 
- - prefent them to you, as you find them in the fol- 
lowing Chapters. Read, conſider, and apply 3 
and the Lord rake you good Husbands for your 
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© CHAP. L 

- F Upon the Induſtry of the Husbandman. 

J ; In the laborious Husbandman you ſee, 

. What all true Chriſt ians are, or ought to be; 

2 Wa 2 

r | 


OBSERVATION. 


H E Imployment of the Husbandman Is + . 
by a!l acknowledged to be very laboriovs 3 
there. is a multiplicity of Buſineſs incum- 
bent on him. The end of one work, 1s but the be- 
ginning of another. Every Seaſon of the Year - 
. brings its proper work with it : Sometimes you find 
, - himin his Fields, dreſſing, plowing, ſowing, har- 
| rowing, weeding, or reaping 3 and fometimes in his 
Barn, threſhing, or winnowing 3 ſometimes in his 
_ Drchard, planting, graffing, or pruning his Trees 3 
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5 mertimes among his Cattel :. So that he hath 
no time to i. id); Ard as he hath a multiplicity 
cf buſineſs, ſo every part of it is full, of toyl, and 
ſpending labour : He cats not the Bread of Idlenefs, 
but earns it before he cats it; and as it were, dips 
it in his own ſweat, whereby it becomes the {wee- 
ter to him. Though fi fin brought in the Husband- 
mans (weat, Gen. 3. 19. yet now not to ({weat 
would incicaſe his lin, Ezeck. 16. 49. 


APPLICATION. 


Fho!ld here the Life of a ſerious Chrifiian, ſha- 
dowed foith to the Life. As the Life of a 
Husbandman, fo the Life of a Chritiian tis no idle, 
or ealie Lite. Titey that take up Religion for ofter- 


--. tation, ard not for an occupations and thoſe that 


place the butineſs of it in notions, and idle fpecula- 
tions, in forms, gciiures, and exticrnal cbſervances, 
may think, ard call it fo: Bur fuch as devote them- 
{cives unto it, and make Religion their buknelſs, 


wil od It no eatie work, to exerciſe themfelves 


eo podlineſs, Many there arc, that affc& the repu- 
.caticn-and ſweet of it, who cannot endure the la- 
bour, and ſweat of it, If Men might be indulged 
io div:iacthcir hearts vetwixe God and the World, 
or to cull out ihe cheap ane ealie duties of it, - and 
neglect the more difhcult and: colily ones, it were 
an calc thing to be a Chrittian : But furcly to have 
relpect to all God's Commaraments, to live the 
Lite, as well as ſpeak the Language of a Chriſtian 3 
to be holy in all manner of Converſation, is not fo 

ealice. This will be evident, by comparing the Life 
of a Chiiltian, with the Life of a Husbandman, in 
thc le five-particulars 3 wherein it will appear, that 
; the 
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the work of a Chriſtian, is by much the hardeſt 
work of the two. | 

1. The Husbandman hath much- to do, many 
things to look after 3 but the Chriftian more : It 
we reſpe& the extenliveneſ(s of his work, he hath 
a large Field indeed_to labour in, Pſal. 119. 96, 
The commandment is exceeding-broad of a vaft ex- 
tent and latitude, comprizing not only a multitude 
of external Acts and Daties, - and guiding the Offices 
of the outward Man about them, but alſo taking in 
every thought and motion of the inner Man within 
ies compals. 

You find in the Word, a world of work cut out 
for Chriſtians 3 there's hearing work, praying work, ' 
reading, meditating, and felf-examining work 5 
it puts him alſo upon a conſiant watch over all the 
corruptions of his heart. Oh, what a world of 
work hatha Chrittian about chem ? For of them he , 
may ſay, as the Hiſforian doth of Hannibal, They 
are never quiet, whether conquering, or conquered. 
How many weak languilhing Graces hath he to re- 
cover, improve, and ſtrengthen? There is a weak 
Faith, a languiching Love, dull and faint Defires 
to be quickned and invigorated. And whenall this 
is dene, what a multitude of work do his feveral 
Relations exa& from him ? He hath a world of 
buſineſs incurnbent on kim, as a Parent, Child, 
Husband, Wife, Maſter, Servant, or Friend, yea, 
not only to Friends, but Enemies. And befide all 
this, how many difficult things are there to be botn 
and ſuffered for Chriſt ? And yet willnot God at> 
low'his people in the neglect of any one of them : 
N-ither can he bea Chriſtian that hath not reſpe& 
toevery command, and is not holy, in all rmanner 
of Converſation, Pfal. 119. 6, 2 Pet. 3. 11, every 
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one of theſe Duties, like the ſeveral Spokes in a 
Wheel come to bear in the whole round of a Chri- 
Gizns Converiation : So that he hath more work 
upon his hands than the Husbandman. þ 
2. The Husbzndman's work is confefied to be F 
{p:ading work, but not like the Chriftianss What 
£Zuguſtus faid of the young Komwan, is verified in H 
the true Chriliian, @xicquid, 1ult, valde vult. j 
Whaiſoever he doth in Religion, he doth to pur- } 
pole. Under the Law, God rejected the Snail and y 
the Aſ7, Levit. 11. 3o. Exod. 13.13. And under 2 
the Goſpel] , he allows no ſluggith lazy Profeſſor, y 
1 7im.5. II. 13. Sicepy Dutics are utterly unſui- £ 
table to the Living Gecd 3 he will have the very: Spi- f 
Fits diſtilled and offered up to kim in every Duty, c 
Fehn 4. 24. he bctiows upon his people, the very [ 
{ubKance and kernel of Mercies, and will not ac- 
cept from them the thells and ſhadows of Duties 3 | 
not the skin, but the inwards, and the fat that co-_ MF 1 
vereth the inwards, Was required under the Law, ÞÞ 1 
Exod. 29.30. And every Sacrifice under the Go- ] 
{pcl, muli be ſacrificiam medullatum, a Sacrifice tull IM | 
of Marrow 3 obſerve the manner in which their 
work 15 to be pertormed. 
Rom. 12. il. Ia {crving God, fervent in Spirit, M 
or hithag tot, | 
2 Pc. 1.10. I1 1ceviing Salvation, diligent 3 or 
doing it throughty, and enough. | 
1 Tin 4. 7. In godlinzls, exerciling, or frip- MW 1 
ping themiclvess as fora Race. FP 
Luke T3. 24. In thepurlſuit of happineſs, firiviog | 
even (6 an Agony. | 
Afs 26. 7. In Prayer, ſerving God inſtantly ; 
or in a firetcied out manner yea, pourirg out their 
kearts biiore him, Pſal. 62, 5. as if the Body _ 
444 
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be beaventy uſe of earthly things. © 25 
left like a dead Corps upon the knees, whilſt the 
Spirit is departed from it, and 2fcendec to God. This 
is the manner of his work: Judge then how much 
harder this work is, than to inerd the {weat of the 
Brow in manual labour. 

3. The Husbandman finds his work 25 he fir, 
he can begin one day whete he lett the other 3 but 
it is not fo with the Chritiian, a bad heart, anda 
butie Devil, diſorder and ſpoil his work every day. 
The Chriftian finds not his heart in the mornipg, 
as he left it at night 3 and even when he is about his 
work, how many ſet-backs doth he meet with? 
Satan ſtands at his right hand ( the working-hand) 
to refit him, Zech. 3. 1. when he would do good, 
evi!, ( the evil of his own heart and nature) is 
preſent with him. | 

4. The Husbandman hath ſome reſting days, 
when he throws aide all his work, and takes his 
recre2tion 3 but the Chriftian hath no refting day, 
till his dying day; and then he ſhall reſt from his 
labours, Religion allows no idle days, but requares | 
him to be always abounding in the work of the Lord, 

I Cor. 15. 56. When one Duty is done, another 
ca!ls for him 3 the Lord's day is a day of reſi to the +> 
Hucbandman, but no Gay in the Week fo laborious 
to che Chrittian, O *ris a ſpending day to him, ' 
Wher, he hath gathered in the Crop of one Duty, 
he is not to fit down fatished therewith, or ſay as 
that rich worldlivg did, Lake 12. 19. Soul take 
tbine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up for many years 1 
but mult to plow 2gain, and count it well if the 
Vintage reach to the Seed- time, Lev. 26. 5. I 
mean, .if the firerg:h, influence, and comfort of 
one Duty, hold out to avothes Duty 3 and that it. 
may be fo, and there be no room lett for idlenefs, 
God 
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_ God hath appointed Ejaculatory Prayer, to fill up 
. the intervals, betwixe ftated and the more ſolemn 


Daties. Theſe are to keep in the Fire, which 
kindled the morning Szcritice, to kindle theevening 
Sacrifice. When can the Chritftian fit down and 
ſay, Now all my work is ended, I have nathing to do 
without doors, or within ? 

Laſily, There is a timewhen the labour of the 
Husbandman is ended; old Age and weakneſs 


takes him cft from all Imployment; they can only | 


look upon their Labourers, but cannot do a ſtroke 
of work themſelves 3 they can tcll you what they 
djd in their younger years, but now (lay they ) 
w e mult leave it to yourger people : We cannot be 
young, always; but the Chriſtian is never ſuper- 
annuated as to the work of Religion 3 yea, the 
longer ke lives, the more his Mafier exped&s from 
him. When he is. full of days, God expects he 


ſhould be full of fruits, Pſal. 92. 14. They (hall. | | 
bring forth fruit in old age, they ſhall be fat and flou- 


riſhing. 
REFLECHIONS. 


: 1. How hard have T laboured for 
. the Meat that perithcth ? prevented 
ings ond the dawning of the day, and labour- 

ed as in the very Fire, and yet is the 
Chriftians work harder than mine ? Surely then, 
I never yet underſivod the work of Chriſtianity. 
Alas, my flzzpy Prayers, and tormal Daties, even 
all that ever [I performed in my Life, never colt me 
that pains, that one hour at plow hath done. 1 
have either wholly neglected, or at beti, {© lazily 


EEE CO IO 


pericrmed Religious Duties, that | may truly fays. 


” © Bp * ©. a 
” of M6 350 
ae >. 


thou allo ( O my Sovl ) go about 
[thy work 3 thovgh upright in the (1 chrittian, 


I offer to God what coſt me nothing. Wo-.is me 
Door wretch | How is the Judgment of Coreb ſpiri- 
cually executed upon me ? The Earth opened her 
mouth, and ſwallowed up his Body ; but it hath 
opened its mouth and ſwaliowed up my heart, my 
cime, and all my affeGqions, How far am 1 from 
the Kingdom of God : 


d h little better is m 
2. An _ : y The Forma- 


(caſe, who have indeed profeſſed Re- liſts Refle Ri 
Wligion, but never made it, my bu- 


finels ? Will an empty (though fplen- 
did) profeſſion fave me ? How many brave Ships 
have periſhed in the Storms, notwithfianding their 


E tine Names, the Proſperous, the Succeſs, the Happy 


Return ? A fine Name could not protc& them from 


J the Rocks, nor will it fave me from Hel). I have - 
$ done by Religion, as I ſhould have done by the 
# World ; prayed, as if 1 prayed not; and heard, 


3s if I heard not. I have given to God but the ſha- 
dow of Duty, and can never exp:& {rem him a 


L real Reward. 


3. How unlike a Chriſtian df : 
The Refledi- 


on cf a flJoth- 


main, yet how little Zeal ard Aﬀti- 

vity doſt thou expreſs in thy Duties 7 Awake Love 
and Zea), fceſt thou not the tor 1and pains Men take 
for the world 2 How do they prevent the dawning 
of the day? Ard labour as in the very Fire till 
Pightz ard all this for a trifle ! Should not every 
arop of Sweat which 1 fee trickle from their Brows, 
tetch ( as it were) a drep of Elood from my 
heart? who am thus convinced and reproved of 


ſhameful lazineſs, by their indefatigable diligence. 
2 4 ; j E vis - £3 
D> they pant after the duti of the Farth? Amos 


2. 7a 


' The heavenly ufe of rarthly things. 24 
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' 23 FHusbandry Spiritualized; Or, © 
| | 2: 7. And ſhall not I pant after God ? Pſa]. 42. 1, 

8 4 Ah, my Soul ! it was not wont to be ſo with thee, 

| in the days of my firſt Profeflion, Should I have .. 
had no more Communion with God in Dutig x 

| then, it would have broken my heart : I ſhould hav 7" 
been weary of my Life. Is this a time for one to Twil 
fiand idle, who ſtands at the door. of Eternity ? nd 

| What, now flack-handed, when fo near to my lf the 
Everlaſting Refi! Rom. 13.11. or haſt thou found brij 

| the work of Ged fo unpleaſant to thee ? - Prop. 3. 17, Soul 

Or the Trade of godlineſs fo unprofitable 2 Pſal, ®” t 

| 19. 11. Or knoweft thou not, that Millions now ”-” 

| in Hell periſhed for want of ſerious diligence in Re!" 

ligion , Luke 13. 34. nor doth my diligence 
for God, anſwer to that which Chriſt hath 

| done and ſuffered, to purchaſe my Happineſs ? Or 

| to the preparations he hath made in heaven for me? if 

Or dofi thou forget that thy Mafters Eye is always 

upon thee, whillt thou art lazing and Joytering ? 

Or would the Damned live at this rate as 1 do if 

their day of Grace might be recalled ? For ſhame 

C my Soul ) for ſhame ! rouze up thy («lf, and fall 

to thy work, with a diligence an{werable to ' the 

weight thereof; for it is no vain work concerning 

thee, itis thy Life. 
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ave il ill make you 
toll will make 

y 2 And therein 
yy f there were 
oy briſt gives 
17 Chould we not 
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Shall others 

"i / heir ftrength 3 
vilft we 

Dh that 

/ by are our 

ben we 

ow can we 


ip? 1nd yet the 
o if the, then 


I bem both 
d ome 3f 
Twould 

i if they 
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Turn ſlugs, and loyter thus ? 


. Jet & 
Te, & ref a Eaſe comes all fo faſt : 


earthly things, 
The P O E M. 


When advane'd in power, 
Husband every hoxr. 

Men ftrive with all their might, 
Find 2 ſweet delight. 

Nought befides that pay, 

To chear us in our way 5 

Do the beſt we can ? 

No ſuch reward from man. 
Work, and not regard 

To get a ſmall reward ? 


Their Zeal might quicken us : 

Hands, and Feet ſo flow, _ 
Unto eur buſineſs go ? | 
Then Chriſt's pay Le 

Chriſtians work reje& 2? 

Allo that embrace 

If not, we both diſgrace. 

They could theſe two divide, 
Pleaſe ther well, with Chrift to fide. 
May not, then it were 

Ceaſe pleading, they Il not hear. 
From ſloth, (my Soul) betake 
Work, as eavils make. 

And try! Saints ſay that even 
Take, bath much of beaven. 
Their beft Wine's kept till laſt, 
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l- CHAP. IL. 
Upon the Thriftineſs of the Husbandman. A 


The hardeſt Labourers, are the thriving Men, | (oe! 
If you'll bave thriving Souls, be aftive then. con 


— _ _ 


_— - OO. 


OBSERVATION. Heb 


Nduſiry and diligence is the way to thrive an 
grow Rich in the World, The Earth muſt b 


' manured, or its increaſe is in vain expeded p 
Fugit molam, fuget farinam; he that refuſes th ha 
Mill, refuſes the Meal, ( ſaich the Proverb) T! ny 
diligent Soul ſhall be made fat. Solomon hath tm} * 
Proverbs concerning thriftineſs and increaſe in th PF 
world.. In Prov. 10. 4. he ſaith, The band of tl — 
diligent maketh rich, And ver. 22, he faith, Ti "Io 
bleſſing of the Lord maketh rich. Thele are not cor 4p 
tradifory, but confirmatory each of other 3 one ſpeak - 
of rhe principai, the other of the inſfrumental cault = 
Diligence without God's biefing will not do it} ** 
and that bleſſing cannot be expected without dili Is 
Spcmce 1 therefore Husbandmen ply their . bug : 
unwearicd pains, they do even lodge in the ſt 
aidſt of their labours, as that good Husband Boa , : 
did, Ruth. 2. 3. They atc. parſimonious of thell Th. 
|| time, bat prodigal of their {weat and firength, J 
F * becauſe they find this to be the thriving way. "4a 
1 2. 2 


Ab 


$ 


Fe Heavenly uſe of earifly things. 


APPLICATION. 


S Nature opens her Treaſures to none but the 
diligent, (o neither doth Grace, He that 
will be rich, muſt be a paznful Chriſtian z and who. 
ſoever will cloſely ply the Frade of Godlineſs, ſhall 
comfortably and quickly find, That in keeping Gods 
commands, there 14 great reward, Plal, 19.11. God 
15 2 bontiful rewarder of ſuch as diligently ſeek him, 
Heb. 11.6. They muſt not indeed 
work for wages, nor yet will God Mon mercenavii 
ſuffer their work to go unrewarded 3 © ſtd operarii. 
yea, it ſufficiently rewards it felf, 
1 Tim. 6, 6, And its reward is twofold; (rx. ) 
Preſent, and in partz ( 2.) Future, andin full, 


fold, even frem ſuffering, which ſeems the moſt 
unprofitable part of the work, and in the world to 
come Life everlaſting. If you ask what preſent ad- 
vantage Chriſtians have by their diligence? I an- 
{wer, as much and more than the Husbandman 
hath from all his toyls and labours. Let us com- 


man gets, that the Chfiftian gets not alſo. . Com- 
pare your gains, and you'll quickly fee the odds. 


gence 3 *tis a commendation ana honour to you, to 
be aQive and ſtirring men: But how much-more 
honour doth God put upcn his laborious Servants ? 
'Tis the higheſt honour of a Creature, to be active 


honour, as they are fiited for the Matters ufe, 2 Tim. 
2.21, Whercin confiits the honour of Angels but 
W 12 this ; that they are winifiiivg Spirits, fervice- 


JT 


Mark 10.29, 30. Now in this time an hundreds 
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pare the particulars, and fce what the Husband- 


I. You get Creeit ard Repuraticn by your dilÞ 


and uſcful for 'its God. Saints are called veſſels of 


able | 
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Husbandry Spirztualized ; Or, '* 


CHAP. IL. 
Upon the Thriftineſs of the Husbandman. A 


The hardeſt Labourers, are the thriving Men, | loer 
If you'll bave thriving Souls, be afive then. con 
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OBSERVATION. Hel 


yum and diligence is the way to thrive anilfſ * 
grow Rich in the World. The Earth muſt b uo 
 manured, or its increaſe is in vain expected 


Fugit molam, fuget farinam; he that refuſes th o 
Mill, refuſes the Meal, ( faith the Proverb) TH ny 
diligent Soul ſhall be mad: fat. Solomon hath twi can 


Proverbs concerning thriftineſs and increaſe in th 
world. In Prov. 10. 4. he ſaith, The band of tl ©" 
diligent maketh rich, And ver. 22, he faith, "2th 
bleſſing of the Lord maketh rich. Theſe are not carlfl © 
tradifory, but confirmatory each of other + one ſpeak 


of the principal, the other of the imfrumental caule FR. 
Diligence without God's bicfhing will not 'do it 40 
and that bleſſing cannot be expected without dili oY 
S; ence 3 therefore Husbandmen ply their .bulgpe : I 


unw d Yen 
nwearicd pains, they do even lodge in tht Pa 

midſi of their labours, as that good Husband Boaz a 
4 did, Ruth. 2. 3. They are parſimonious of theiſff ,7- 
'Y * time, bat prodigal of their (weat and firength " 
I becauſe they find this to be the thriving way. * "oy. 


' £Ye Deaventy uſe of eariily things. 31 


APPLICATION. 


S Nature opens her Treaſures to none but the 

"3 diligent, fo neither doth Grace, He that 
will be rich, muſt be a paznful Chriſtian 3 and who. 
ſoever will cloſely ply the Trade of Godlineſs, ſhall 
comfortably and quickly find, Thas in kgeping Gods 
commands, there u great reward, Pal. 19,11. God 
is 2 boxntiful rewarder of ſuch as diligently ſeek, him, 
Heb. 11.6. They muſt not indeed | 
work for wages, nor yet will God Mon mercenarii 
ſuffer their work to go unrewarded 3 ' ſtd operarii. | 
yea, it ſufficiently rewards it ſelf, _ 
1 7im. 6, 6. And its reward is twofold; (rx. ) 
Preſent, and in part; ( 2.) Future, andin full, 
Mark 10.29, 30. Now in this time an hundredo - 
fold, even from ſuffering, which ſeems the moſt 
unprofitable part of the work, and in the world to 
come Life everlaſting. If you ask what preſent ad- 
vantage Chriſtians have by their diligence? I an- 
(wer, as much and more than the Husbandman 
hath from all his toyls and labours. Let us com- 
pare the particulars, and fſce what the Husband- 
man gets, that the Chfiftian gets not alſo. . Com- 
pare your gains, and you'll quickly fee the odds. 

I. You get Creeit ard Reputation by your dil 
gence 3 *tis a commendation and honour to you, to 
be active and ſtirring men: But how much-more 
honour doth God put upcn his laborious Servants ? 
'Tis the higheſt honour of a Creature, to be aRive 
and uſeful for ' its God. Saints are called veſſels of \ 
bonozr, as they are fiited for the Maſters uſe, 2 Tim. 
2.21, Wherein coofitis the honour of Angels but 
In this 3 that they are minifiivg Spirits, mag 

f | able 
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Kr, Tusbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 
able Creztures ? And all the Apoſtles gloried in the 


Tir! e (of Servants. The loweſt office in which | ac 
Man can {erve God, even that of a Nethinim, or  ohis 
Door keeper, which was the loweti Order or Rank 
of Officers in the Houſe of God, Ezek, 44. 10, 11. ,;- 


is yet preferred by David before the ſervice of the 
greateſt Prince on Earth, Pſz/. $4. io. *Tis no 
{mall honour to be aGive for God. | 
2. You have ths benetit by your labour, that 
thereby you avoid | ooſe and cvil Company, which 
would draw you into miſchief. By diligence for 
God, the Chriftian alſo is ſecured from Temptati- 
ons > Ged is with them, while they are with him, 
2 Chron.'15. 2. Communion with God in the way 
of Duty, is a great preſervative againſt Temptat 
ons. The School-men put the queſtion, how t 
Angels and glorified Saints become impeccant ? And 
refolve it thus : That they are (ecured from fin, 
by the Beatifical Viſion; and ſure I am that the 
Viſions of God, not only in Glory, but now alfo 
in Duty, are marvellous defences againſt fin 3 and 
they that are molt active for God, have the tullefi 


(b, 

and cleareſt Vifions of God, Fobn 14. 21. - 

3. You have this ber, Jt by your labour, that it Ti 

tends much co the healtty of your Bodies. The Pa 

Chriſtian hath this benefit by his labour, that it Pr 
tends to a healthful tate of Soul 5; The way of the 


Lord is ſtrength to the upright, Prov. IO. 29. Asthole 
that follow their daily labours in the Field, hart 
much more health than Citizens that live "idtel 
or Scholars that live a ſedentary Life. So the 
Acive Chriſtian er.joys more Spiritual Health, ant 
. istroubled with tewer Complaints than others. £0 
4 By diligence in your Civi! Imployments, Y "wy 
i your _— and are kept from running} ij 
b: hin i 


_ 


# " 


— witat: Rs $5... Mt t «$15 ts \ -adtidein” c | _—" + A . FRY 
OM [ 5 i, Sy — "oh Wo ; 5 " F 4 j *R 
\ g » o # 4 4 oy 1 . nn 
\ bt 
. Co 


ce 


vchind-hand in] Hie'"World, Bojhffr" thbuble not 
-facy Mets doors 3 they uſually have'the fore Foo of 


cheir *neighbours. And by'adtivity and diligence 
for God, Souls arc'Kepr from backfliding, and run- 
ning back in" their Graces and Cotnforts. Remif< 
fons and intermiffions in our ' Duties; are the firſt 
fieps and degrees by which a Soul declines and waſtes 


a5 to his Spiritual Eftate. 


" 4. Your pains and diligence in'the Fields, makes 


your Beds ſweet to you atnight, 'Eeceleſi'5. 12. Reſt \ 


i ſweet to a lebouting man; whether | be eat little of 
much. But the diligent Life of a'Chriftian makes 
the clods of the Valley, his Grave ſweet unto him, 
2 Cor. x. 12. 2 Kings 20. 3. Remember now, O 


Lord, how 1 have walked before ther, 8c. Thiok 


Chriftian, how ſweet it wilt 'be 'for thee, wheth 
thou comeſt co die 3 to fay then'as' thy Redeemer 
did, when neat his death, Fobn 17. 4,5. I have fi 
niſhed the work that thne gaveſt me to do, and now, 0 
Father, glorifie me with 1bine own ſelf. m 
6, The expence of your' Sweat fills your Purſes, 
you get Ettates by your diligence and labour; buc 
what are your gains to' the gains of Chriftians ? 
They can get in an hour, that which they will not _ 
part with for all: the Gold and Silycs on Earth, | 
Prov. 3. 14. T0. 
So that compare theſe Labourers, as to all their 
advantages, and you ſhall fcc, that there is no 
Trade like that which the diligent Chriſtian drives. 


REFLECTIONS 
2. Bluſh then, O my Soul, at the 


_con{ideration of thy lazineſs and floth ReffeRions of. 


'which is arteided wich ſo many Spi- $510 


Situal wants! Andcan } wonder at it, 
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when 1 refuſe the. painful way, of Dacy; in which 
the precious fruits of » arc only 'fo. be. 
found ? If theſe fruits hay upon the ſurface of Du»: 


ty, or could.;be . had with wiſhes, 1 ſhould not. 


£2 Y 


want them ; but to dig deep and take pains I can- 
not. My. delues, like thoſe of the flothful Man, 
kill me, 6 ye hands refuſe to labour, Prov. 
21. 25. If every duty were to be rewarded preſent- 
ty with Gold, would 1 not have been more afh- 
duous in them, than I have been? And yet I know 
that a heart full of the Grace and Comfort of the 
Holy Ghoſi, is better than a Houſe full of Gold and 
Silver. O what a compoſition of flupidity , and 
floth am'l ! 1 have been all for the ſhort cut to 
comfort, when conftant experience teacheth, that 
the farther way about, by painful Duty, is the 
nearcſt way to it. What pains do H 
take ? What perils do Seamen run for a little | 
O fluggiſh heart! wilt thou do nothing for Etcr- 
nal Treaſures ? 2 
Secondly, It there be ſuch great rewards attend- 
ing diligence in Duty, then why art thou fo apt. 
0 my Soul. ) tocaft off Duty, becauſe thou find- 
eft not preſcat Comfort- in it ? How quickly am{[ 
diſcouraged, it I preſcotly find not what | expeRt 
in Duty 2 Whereas, the Well is deep, and much 
ains muſt be taken: to draw up thoſe Waters of 
= Iſa. 12. 3. There is a golden Vein in the 
Mount of Duty, bur it lycs deep 3 and becauſe | 
meet vot with it as ſoon as | expe, my lazy 
Heart throws by the Shovel, and crics, dig | cannor. 
Thirdly, If this be indeed the rich 


The Warld- % 
| 2x and thriving Trade , why do I ped- 
_ __ dle © about the _ low things of 


the world fo much, negleQing the 


rich 
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rich Trade of Godlineſs for it * O, how much of 
MA. my time andfirength have theſe things devoured ? 
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Had I employed that time in'Communion with 
God, would it not have turn'd to a better account ? 
Think'tt thou In earneſt, © my Soul, that God 
hath endowed thee with (uch "excellent. Faculties, 
capable of the moſi Divine and Heavenly Employ- 
ments, or that Jeſus Chrift hath ſhed his invalua- 
bly precious Blood, or that he hath ſent forth the 
rn Spiric of Holineſs, and all this to fit Men 
no higher or nobler Empleyments than theſe ?* 
Is this the end of thy wonderful Creation ? Doth 
God whirl about the Heavens in endlefs revolutions, 
to beger time for this ? Or doth he not rather ex- 
pet that the weighticſt work ſhould engroſs thy 
greateſt ſtrength, aud choiceſt hours 2. O, that I 
could once contider, what a good Maſter Chrifti- 
ans ferye, who will not only abundantly reward: 
them at night 3 but brings them cheir Food into the 
Field to incourage them in their labour ! What pl- 
P that fo good a Maſter (hould be fo badly 
| as he hath been by me! Hark how he pleads - 
to gain my Heart. | 
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The POEM, by way of Dialogue | 
Chriſt 2nd the World, | 


CHRIST,.. 
O IPhy fo free of ſweat and tyme ? 


For what ere long wil not be thine. 
Or if it mrght, thou ſeli'ft to loſs, 
AM preeiows Font, for 0s droſs, - 
| Ws 
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Thoſe wrary bands, and tryling brains, 
Migbt be ia imploy'd for better gains. +. 
Wouldft thou but rork as bard for: me, 


- As for tbe World, whichcozens thee; ' 


Thy gains ſhout be a thouſand fold : 
For my Revenue's more than gold, 


WORLD! 


- Soul, I bave always found thee willing, 


Rather by me toearn a ſhilling _. 

Than truft nncertain things which lye, 
Beyond thee in Eternity. 

Shall things xnſeen now tempt thee ? tuſh, 
A Bird in hand's worth two ith buſh. © 
T pay thy wages down in. band, 

Tbs thow canſt feel, tafte, andotacd. 

O let not ſuch a vein pretence, 

Prevail apainft thy very ſence. 


CHRIST. 


Thus beaſts are led, thus birds are ſnar'd, 
Thus ſouls for ruin are prepar'd. 

What ? truft noferther thanryen ſee, - -— 
Tou ll truſt a thief as far, as, me. 


x © Delzded wrerch, will nought but fiobe- 


And ſence convince thee  O how right, 
How juſt is God ? whoſe direful ſcourge 
Such Arguments in Hell ſhall wrge. 


WORLD: 


Chriſt threatens wrath to come, by; I 
Do 1brgajen thee with poverty... a. 
— _ . And 


<0 


| Ny. | . wſe' of cart! thing *y 
And —_ wilt thos thy far, « and _y 
That are ſo dear, to\wa'tt expoſe ? 

Come, ſee the ſaints ; for all 1beir brags, 
How well they thrive.tÞey'r eloath'd with rags. 


ol CHRIST. 


If my Jer Saints in raps do'go, 
; *Tis not Relfion cloatbs them ſo 3 
But by ſuch wants the Lord prepares 
Their Souls, againſt thy kitli == nares. 
They all are  beire, though un 
Expettants of their herttape. 
Kept ſhort for preſent, yet contemn 
A thange with theſe, that ſeoff at them. Y 


WORED. 


ht is invain'to plead, for T © 

With preſent #bings charm powerfully. 
Reg What ve rhonffe ﬀ# mi'y defpiſe 3 
WV TI bold them priſoners by thetr Eyes. * 


CHRIST, 


If they will ſerve no other Lord, 
Then let it ſtand pon record 
Againſt their Souls, that they refur'd 
My wages, and my grace abuy'd. 
"Remember this when they ſhall ſee 
All tarn'd to Aſhes that's in thee. 
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The painful Saint, and lazy N.t-on'fe. 
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ANOTHER 


N One will dexy but thoſe are bleſſed paine, 
whichare attended with the bicbeſt gains. 
Grant this, and then moſt clearly 'tis infer, 
Soul-work to all deſerves to be preferr 

This is au unknown trade, Ob, who can [In 
To what the gains of godlineſs amaxyut.? 

For one pror ſhilling, O, what rishs ſome run? 
Some toyling 4s 5 16} fire, from Sun to Suns 
Where as one boxer {pent with God brings in 
Such heavenly treaſures, that poor. ſouls bave been 
Irrich'd for ever. Even as you ſee 

A Priaces F avourite upon tbe knee, 

Can in an bours time more wealth obtain, 

Than all your lives by labour you can gain. 
Prayer-gains are great, and quick returns are made 
Sxre then the Chriftliax drives the richeſt Trade. 
"Tis true, the Hypocrite that never drove .. 

A ſerious trade for Heaven, may Bankrupt prove : don 
But boly Souls which mind, and cloſely * _ 
T heir buſineſs, greatly ave ined thereby. 

Tbe difference 'twixt the one, and others 7ſt 

By ſuch 4 Simile as tby expreft. 

As in a Summers day you often fee, . 

The wanton Butterfly aud painful Bee 

On fragrant flowers fix, whence one doth ſtrive 
To bear bis precious burden to the Hive © 

The otbers pains no prafit with it _ 

His time ts ſpent a1 painting of bis wing 

When Winter comes the Bee hath full | ſupplier, 
The other creeps into an hole and dies. 

Like diff-rent events ſhall be betwixt 
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CHAP, I. 
Upon the Chearfulneſs of the Husbandman. 


The. Plowman fings and whifties though be ſweat, 
Shall Chriflians droop becauſe tbeir workjis great ? 


—_ em. A. 


OBSERVATION. 


— 


þ ey the labours of Husbandmen are wy 
great. and toyIfom, yet with what chearful- 
| ncfs do they go through them? It 1s very delightful 
= tohear the melody they make by whiſtling, as they 
| follow the Plow; yea, the very Horſes have their 
Bells, which make a pleafant noiſe.” "Horfes ( faith 
Mr. Fuller) will do more for a whiſtle, tban a whip 3 
and their Bells do as it were gingle away their wea- 
rineſs, I have been often delighted with this Coun- 
treyMfufick, whereby they (weeten their hard la- 
bours with an innocent pleaſure, and veritie the fay- 

ing of the Poct ; 


Tempus in agrorum cultu conſumere dulce eft. Ovid. 


Although they plow from morninguntil night, 
Time fteals away wich plealure and delight. 


APPLICATION. 


BY T how much greater cauſe have the people of 
God to addreſs them(clves unto his work with 
all chearfulneſs of Spirit? And Indeed, fo far as 
E 4 # the 
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the heart is ſpiritual, it actights in Its wo *Tis 
true, the work of a Chriffiari is phinful, and much 
more {pending, thao the Husbandmans ( as was 
opentd Chap. t. ) but then it a much exceeds -in 
the delights and pleaſures that attend it. What is 
the Chrittians work; but with joy to draw water out 
of the wells of ſalvation ? Iſa. 12. 3. You may fee 
what a pleaſant path the path of Duty is, by the 
chearfulneſs of thoſe that have walked in them, 
Pal. 119. 14: T have rejoiced in the may of thy judg- 
ments, as much as in all riches. And by the Pro- 
miſes that axe made to ſuch, Pſal. 135. 5. Tez 
tbey ſhall fing in tbe ways of the Lord, yh, great is the 
glow of the Lord. And again, Tog ſhell bave a ſong 


«in the night, when an boly ſolemnity is kept, and | 


glad:icſs of beart, as whben one geeth wah a pipe, to 
come to the mountain of the Lord, 'to the mighty one of 
Iracl, Iſa. 30. 29. 
F And Jaftly, by the many conimands, whereby 
Joy in the ways of the Lord is made the. Duty of 
the Qaints. Rejoice in tbe Lord, ye rightgage, for 
praiſe is comely for the upright, Plal. 97. 12. Rejoice, 
, and again I ſay rejoice, Philip. 4. 4 Wheze the 
command is doubled ; yea, not only {unple rejoice- 
ing, but the higheti degree cf that Duty comes 
within the command, Pſal. 132. 2, 16. Shout for 
joy, all ye that -are wpright in heart. And Luke 6. 
22,23. they are bid to leap for jy, when about the 
difficult part of their work, And that you \may 
fee there is ſufficient ground for it, and that it is 
not like the mad mirth of ſinners, be picaſed to con- 
fider, 

1. The nature of the work about which they are 
imployed 3 it is the moli excellent ard heavenly 


knploymeot that ever Souls were acquainted with. 
Q 


% 


; 
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Ing to night to hear diſcourſes of the lpve and Jove=- 
| | lineſs | 


O whay a ravifhing and yn ching it Is 
walk with God ! And yet by this; the whole work 
of a Chriſtian is exprefſed, Gen. 17. 1.4 Can any 


Life compare with © this for pleaſure ? Can they be ' 


chill that walk in the Sun-ſhire? Or fad; that a- 
bide in the Fountain of all delights ? And walk 
with him wh#f Name is the God of all .Comfore, 
2 Cor. I. 3. In whoſe ce is the fulneſs'o 
Pſal. 16, F Oo af wan Angelical Life WA a 
Chriftian then Hive ! 

Or ( 2ly. ) If te confider the variety of Spit 
tual Employments, - rarietas- delefat. Change of 
Employment takes off the tediouſnefs of labour, 


Variety of Voices pleale the Ear varicty of Co- 


lours delight the Eye ; the ſame Meat prepared fe- 
veral ways pleaſes the Palate more, and clogs it leſs. 

But Q the variety of choice Diſhes wherewith God 
entertains his People in a Sabbath ! As the Word, 


Prayer, Sacraments, ec. Tſa. 58. 23. If thou call | 


the Sabbath thy delights ; 5 Or, a5 Tremelins. renders 
it, thy delicate things. My ſoul ( ſaith David )) 


ſhall be ſatisfied, as with marrow and fatneſs, Pfal. : 


63 5. 


3. Or laſtly, If we ccnfider the ſvitableneſs of 


this work to a regenerate Soul. Is it any pain for 
a Bizd tofly ? or a Fiſh to ſwim ? Is the Eye tyred 


with beautiful Obje&s ? Or the Ear with melodious - 


ſoands ? As little can a Spiritual Soat: be weatied 
with Spiritual ard Heavenly exerciſes, Rom. 7.22. 
I delight in the Law of God after tbe inner man, Gra= 
via non gravitant in eorumleco (tiith the Philoſopher ) 
weighty things are not heavy in their own Ele- 


ment or Center. And ſurely, God is the Center 


of all gracious Spirits. A Saint can fit from morh- 


' The heav enly uſe-of arthly thines. of __ J 
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linefs of {oy Chaik. The ay of your m9 
Flocks, and flouriſhing Fields, cannot yield you i; 
that plez{urc. which an upright Soul can hand in one 
quarter of an hours Communion with God. - They 
that are after tbe fleſh ( faith the Apotile, Rom, S. 5.) 
do mind the things of the fleſh, and they that are after 
—_—_ the things of the ſpirit. But then, look 
how much Heavenly ObjeQts tranſcend earthly ones, 
and how much the Soul. is mare capable of 
ia thoſe ObjeQs, than the groſs and duller (ences 
are in theirs 3 ſo much doth che pleaſure arifing 
from the Duty, excel all (cnſitive delights on Earth. 


REFLECTIONS. 


: How am I caſt and condemned by 
—_ od this, may I lay 3 who never favour- 
Rion. £4 this (piritaal dclight in holy Du- 


tics. When 1 am about my Earthly 

s, I can go on unweariedly from day to 

days ll the way is down-hill to my Nature 3 ard 
the whecls of wy AﬀeRions bcing oiled with carnal 
delight, runs fo faft, that they have need moſt 
tirnes of - crigging. Here I rather need the Curb 
than che Spur. O, how fleer and nimble are my 
Spirits in theſe their purlujrs | ! Buc O, what a ſlug 
eaml in Religious 'Duties /! Sure it my Heart were 
_ renewed by Grace, Iiſhould delight in the Law of 
God, Roms. 7. 22. All the World is alive in their 
ways, Cvcry Creature enjoys his proper pleaſure 3 
and is there no dclight to be found in the paths of 
holineſs ? is godlineſs only a dry Root that bears no 
pleaſant Fruits 2 No, no, there are doubtlefs in- 
comparable pleaſures to be found therein 3 but ſuch 
a aagmal Heart as mice favours them nor, "4 


I cannot fay but I have found de- od © 18 
Wight in Religious Duties, bur they a 
ve been only fuch as rather ſprang gjgo 
rom the oftentation of Gifts and Ap» | 
llauſes of Men, than any ſweet and real Commu- 
ion. I have had with God through them ; they 
have. rather proved Food and Fuel to my Pride, 
han Food to-my Soul. Like che Nightingale f can 
ing ſweetly, when 1 obſerve others to liften to me, 
and beaffeted with my Muſick. ©; falſe deceitful 
Heart, fuch delight as this will end in howling ! 
Were my Spirit right, it would'as much delight 
Retirerments for the injoyment of God, as it doth 
in thoſe Duties that arc moſt expoſed to the obſer. 
vation of Man. Will ſuch a ſpring as this maintain 
D7 Wa fiream of AﬀeQions, when: carnal motives fail ? 
= What wile chou anſwer ( O' my Soul.) to thae 
ueſtion, Fob 27. 9, 10. Will Gad bear bis cry when 
growble comes wpon bir f Will be delight hamſilf in the 
Almighty ? Will be always call upon God'? What 
wilc thou reply ta this queſtion ? Deceive not than 
al Why ſelf, O my Soul! thou wilt doubtleſs be eafily 
perſwaded to Jet go that thou never delighteſt in; 
D If and from an Hypocrite in Religion, quickly become 
Y I an Apotiace from Religion. 
8 From all this, the upright Heart 
takes advantage to rouze up its de- — 

f light in God 3 and thus it cxpoſtula- gjan. —_ 
'r Bl tcth with ir ſelf : Doth the Plowman 
2 BB ing amidit his drudging labours, and whiſtle away 
his wearinels in the Fields, and ſhall I droop a- 
0 I midit ſuch. Heavenly Employment? O my Saul, 
what want'ft thou here, to provoke thy delight? _ 
It there be ſuch an AﬀecRion as delight in thee, me- 
thinks, ſuch an obje& as the blifled Face of God 
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in Ocdinances ſhould (excite ic. ' Ah, how would 
this ennoble all-my Services, .and:make them An. 
gcl-like !  How.glad are thoſe blefſed Creatures ty 
be imployed tor God? No ſooner were they created 
but: they ſang together, and ſhouted for joy, Fa 
38. 7. How did they fill the Air with heavenh 
Melody, when fent to bring the: joytul iTydings of 
a Saviour to the World 2 Aſcribing glory toi God 
in the higheft, | even to the highett of-theix powers: 
Yea, this delight» would make all my 'Duties Chris 
like.;z and the nearer that pattern, tlie. more cxceh 
lent. He delighted to do his Fathers will, . it wk 
to. him meat and drink, Pſal.. 40. .7.  Fobn þ 
33,34 

Yea, it would not only enaoble, but facilitate all 
my Dutics, and be to me as wings to a Birdio 
flyivg, or. Sails to a'Ship in motion. Non tarda 
wn rota 3 oyled Wheels run freely 3; Or ever 1 wa 
aware, my Soul made me like the Chariots of Amine 
dab. O, what is the reaſon (my God.) my-de- 
light in thee ſhould be fo little ? Is it not, becaule 
my anbelief is ſo great? Rouze up my delights, 0 


thou Fountain of Pleaſure ! And lectme ſwim dow 


the fiream ofholy Joys in Duty, into the boundleb 
Ocean of thoſe immenſe Delights that are in thy 
preſence, and at thy Right Hand for evermore. 


—_— 


The POEM. 


O What a dull, deſpondent beart is mine 2 

That takes no more delight in things Divine. 

" When all the Creatures beth in Heaven and Eanb, + 
Enjoy their pleaſares, and are big with mirth. + 
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Angels and Saints that are before the Throne > F 
In extafies and raftheres every wo X 

Perpetually is beld ; each bleſſed Spirit 

The pare bigbeft Hoy doth there inherit. 

The Saints on Earth in their imperfe&t ſtate 

Theſe Peerleſs. Foys by Faith 40 amedate. 

Ta natural. men, wha ſavour not this pleaſure > 

Tet baunteous nature doth unlock ber treaſure 

Of ſenfitrve delights. Tea, flrange torell; 

Bold finmers rant it all the way to Hell. 

Like Fiſh that play in Jordan's Silver ftream, 

$o theſe in ſenſual Luſts and never dream 

Of that dead See, to which the fircam doth tend; T 
And to their pleaſures puts @ fatal end.” PS 
Tea Birds, aut Beaſts as well as Men, enjoy © 

Their innocent delights. Theſe chirp and play ; 

The chearful Birds among. the Branches fing, *** 
And make the neighbouring Groves with Mufick' ring, 
With vations warbling notes tbey all invite, 

Our raviſht Ears, with pleaſure and delight. 
The new-faln Lambs will in a Sun-ſhine day, 
About their feeding Dams jump np and play.” © 
« Fre Cifterns ſweet + And is the Formtain bitter 7 
Or can the Sun be dark when Glow-worms glitter ? 
Have Infltruments their ſweet melodious Airs? © 
All Creatures their delights, and Saints not theirs ? 
Tea, theirs tranſcend theſe ſenſual ones as far, 

Ar noon-day Phebus oth a trpinkling Star. 

Why droop 1 then, may any Creature have ' 

A Life like mine for pleaſure £ Why ere gave 

The like incoeragement that Chriſt bath proen, 

To do big will on earth as 'tis in beaven ? 
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CHAP. IV. 
Upon the due- quality of Arable Land. 


Corn-Land muſt neither be too fat, nor poor 5 
The middhke ftate ſuits beft with Chriſtians ſure. - 


PC<Y 
_s 
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OBSERVATION. 


U«bandmen. find by cxperience, that their 
H rable Lands may be dreſi too much as well 
too little. If the Soil be over-rank, the Sen 
ſhoots up fo much into the alk, that It feldo 
ears well ; and if too thin and poor, it wants it 
due nutriment, and cames not to perfetion. Ther 
fore their care is to keep it in Heart, but not tooye 
dreſs or under-drefs it. The end of all their cc 
and pains about it is Fruit ; and therefore reaſc 
cells them, that ſuch a (tate and/termperamept of it 
as beſt firs ic for Frnit, is beſt boch for it awd 
them. 


APPLICATION. 


A ND doth not Spiricual Experience teach Chi 
ſtians, that a mediccrity and competency 
the things of this Life, beſt tits them for the Fruit 
of obedience, which is the end and cxcellency ( 
their beings? A Man may be over-mercicd, as. wel 


as over-2flited, Rare fumant felicibus are, the All 


tars of the Rich fſcidogm ,{moke. When our out- 
ward : Evjoy ments arc by Providence wn and 
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fitted to our pots © oa as a Suit is to the Body, 


that fits cloſe and neat, neither too curt nor ; 
we cannot dcfirea better condition in this World. 


This was it that wiſe Agwr requetied of God, Prov. 
30. $, 9. Give me neitber poverty nor riches, but feed 
we with food convenient for me, left I be. full and dtny 
thee, and ſay who is the Lord 2 Or leſt I be poor and 
Real, and take the name of my God un vain. Againſt 
both he prays equally, not abſolntely; that had been 
his bn, bur comparatively and fubmiſbvely to the 
will of God. He had rather, if God ce ir fit, to 
avoid both of theſc extreams z but what would he 
have then ? why, Food convenient. Or, accord» 
ing to the Hebrew, give me. my prey or liatute- 
bread 3 which isa Metaphor from Birds which fly 
up and down to prey for their young, and; what 
al they get they diftribute among them 3 they bring 
\exell} them enough to preſerve their Lives, but not more 
ey than enough to lye mouldering in the Neſt. Such 
a proportion Agr defired 3 and the reaſon why he 
delired ir, . is drawn from the danger of both the ex- 
treams. He meaſured (like a wile Chriſtian ) the 
conveniency or inconveniency of his Eftate in the 
World, by its fſaitableneſs or unſuitableveſs to the 
end of his being 3; which is the (ſervice of God. He 
accounted the true excellency of his Life to: confi 
in its reference and tendency to the glory of his 
God; and he could net fce how a redundancy; or 


too great a perzery of carthly comforts, could' firnim 


for that z but a middle ſtate equally removed from 
both extreams, beli titted that end. . And this was 
all that good Faceh, who was led by the ſame Spi> 
it, looke at, Gen. 28. 20. And Jacob vowed 4 
= ow, Jaying, if God will be with me, and keep me" in 

the way thas 1 go, and will give me bread to'eat, and 
= © | raime 
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 reiment toputon, ſo that I come again to my Fatherj 
Houſe in peace 3 then ſhall the Lord be my God. Poot 
atob,' he defires no great matters in the World, 
ood and Raiment will ſatisfic him 3 in ſpiritual 
things his defires are boundleſs, he is the moſt 
greedy and unſatisfied Man in the World, Hof, 
I2. 4. but in the matters of this Life, if he can 
from God but offam & aquam, a mouſe] of Meat, 
and a Mouth full of Water, he will not envy the 
xichcfi Creſns or Craſſus upon Earth, Cibus & pr 
tar ſunt divitie Chriſtianoruem. Meat and drink are 
the riches of Chriſtians. Drvitie ſunt ad legem n+ 
tare compoſita paupertas ( (aith Pomponizs Atticns ) 
Riches are ſuch a Poverty or Mediocrity, as hath 
for natures uſes 3 and ſuch a fate is beft ac 
commodatcd, both to the condition and to the de. 
w”_ of a Saint. 

. To his condition, for what is a Saint but 4 
Breuget and Pilgrim upon Earth,” a Man in if 
ſtrange Countrey travelling homeward ? So Daw 

profeſſed himſelf, * Pſal. 115. 19. © am a. ftranger i 
this earth. And ſo thoſe Worthies, "who arc nov 
at home in Heaven, Heb. 14. 13. they profeſſed 
themſclves to be Strangers avd Pilgrims upor 
Earih, and to (eck a Countrey > a viationm contents 
A Traveller, he will not comber himſelf with fuper- 
fluous things which would rather clog and tire, tha 
nn and help him in his: Journey. 

. It ſuits beti with his detires, ILmean his reg 
lar bd adviſcd defires. For, 

1. A gracious Soul carneſtly deſires a free cond 
-tion in the World, he is ſcnfible he hath mud 
work ro do, a race torun, and isloth to be cl 
orhave his Foot in the Snarc-of the Cares or Pla 
ures of chis* Lite. He knows that falnefs expol 
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to watitonneſs and irreligion, Der. 6.12. Hof. 13.6. 
"Tis-hard,in the midfi of (o many tempting objeRts, 
to keep the golden Bridle of moderation upon the 
AﬀeRions. The Heart of a Chriſtian, like the Moon, 
commonly ſuffers an Eclipſe when it is at the full, 
and that by the interpoſition of the Earth. 

It was Solomon's fulne(ſs that drew out and dif- 
ſolved his Spirits, and brought him to ſuch a low 
ebb in Spirituals, that it remains a queſtion with 
ſome, Whether he ever recovered it to his dying 
day. As it is the miſery of the poor to be neg- 
leted of Men, fo it is the miſery of the rich to 
negle& God. Who 'can be poorer, than to have 
' the World, and love it? Or richer, than to enjoy 
but little of It, and ſive above it ? 

And on the other fide, extream poverty Is no 
leſs expoſed to fin and danger, Levit. 6. 2, 3, 4+ 

$high and lofty Trees are ſubjeR to Storms and 

empeſis, ſo the loweſt Shrubs to be brows'd on 
by every Beaft 3 and therefore, a Saint defires a juſt 
competency as the fitteſt, becauſe the freeſ# late. 

2, A gracious Perſon deſires no more but acom- 
petency, becauſe there is moſt of God's love. and 
care diſcovered in giving in our daily Bread, by 


daily Providence. It is hetwixt ſuch a condicion, 


and a fulneſs of Creature-proviſions in our hand, as 


it was betwixt Egypt and Canaan, Egypt was wa- - 


tered with the foot from the River Nz/us, and lit- 
tle of God was feen in that mercy 3 but Canaan de- 
pended upon the dews and ſhowers of Heaven 3 
and (o every ſhowef of rain was a refreſhing ſhower 


to their Souls as well as Bodies. Moſt Men that, 


have a flock of Creature-comforts in their hands, 
lbok upon all as coming in an ordinary , natural 
courſe, and fce very little of God in thy 
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Pope Adrian built a Colledge ; at Lowvain, and. Call 
ſea tl this infcription to be written in Letters of-Gold 
on the Gates thereot; TrojeAum Plantavit, Lowva- 
nium rigavit, Ceſar dedit incrementym.. ( i. &. ) U- 
trecht planted me, Louvain water d mc, and Cefer 
gave the increaſe. One to reprove his folly wrote 
underneath, Hic Des nikil ficit \ Rlere God did 
nothing. Carnal Men, thcy. ſow, and "reap, and 
cat, and look no farther. 

Bur now, when a Man ſces his Mercies cowe is 
by the ſpecial and :{Iiducus care. of God for him, 
there is a double (ſweetnefs in thoſe Mercies 3 the 
natural (weetneſs which comes from the Creature 
it ſelf, every one, even the Beafis .can taſte that as 
well as thee but bcflides that, there is a Spiritual 
ſweetneſs, far exceeding the former, which none 
but a Belicvcr ralies ; and much of that comes from. 
the manner in which he receives it, becauſe it comes | 
{ be it never ſo courfe cx little ) as a Covenant- 
mercy to him. He hath given bread to them that 
fear him, be is ever mindſul of bis Covenant, Pſal, 
111. 5. Luther, who made many a M:al upon a 
- broiled Herring, was wont to ſay, Mendicato pane 
bic vivamus, an non hae pulchbre ſarcitur in eo, quod 
paſcimur pane cum angelis & vita eternq, Chriſto & 
Saeramentis , Let us be content with courſe fare here, 
have we not the Bread that came down from Hea- 
ven? Do we not feed with Argels * A pregnant in- 
tance of the ſiveernefs of fuch Mercies, is given us 

' by a worthy Divice of our Own , 

. Epifiſe to the Mr. Iſz.zc Ambraſe. © For mine own 
_—_ ne © part ( faith he ) however the Lord 
8 ne. © hath ſeen cauſe to give me but a 
©paor pittance of curward things 

*{ for which I bicſs his Name ) yct in the income 
thereof, 


_—_ | 


f thereof, I have'many times obſerv'd ſo much of 


old F « his peculiar Providence, that thereby they have 
vi- | ©been very much ſweetned, and «my Heart hath 
U- ff © been raiſcd to adiite his Grace. When of late 
Jer | *© under an hard diſpenfation ( which Fudge not 
Tr © meet to mention, wherein [L. (uffer'd with inward 

; © peace conſcientiouſly ) all fireams of wonted ſup- 
nd F< rlies being opt, the Waters of relifify, for my ſelf 
2 * and Family did run low. ene eſo 
i Y < (ome tagperings and doubtings of the Follntlins 
es: * etting out it (elf for our refreſhing 3 but ere Idid 
nc F *.awake in the morning, a Letter was brought to 
ue Bf © my Bed-fide, which was ſigned by a choice Friend, 
3B *©Mr. Anthony Aſp, which reported ſome unexpeR- 
ul Y «4 breakings out of God's goodnels for my com- 
"el *© fort. Thele are ſome of his Lines—— Your God, 
MY © who hathgiven you an Heart thankfully to record - 
"5 F * yourexperiences of his goodnels, doth yepew ky 
us * periencces for your incouragement, I (itrml 
"| © report one which will raiſe your Spirit. towards 
*/'Y * the God of your Mexcy, &c. Whereupon he 
'T FF ſweetly concludes, © One morſel of God's Proviſion, 
ty * (eſpecially if .it come unexpeRed, and upon 

| © Prayer, when wants. are moſt ) will be more 
© | © ſweet to a Spiritual rglifh, than all former full 
© | © Enjoyments were. $- HY. 

ad Many Mercies come unfSk'd for, and they re- 
"  quire thankfulneſs ; but when Mercies come in upon 
_ Prayer, and as a return of Prayer, their {weetneſs 
"» © more than doubles; for now it's both God's ble(- 
4 fog upon his own inftitution, and a Scal ſet 
, to his Promiſe at once, Pſal. 66. 14, 17. Doubt= - 


les Hennab found more comfort. in her Samus 

el, and Rachel in hex Naphtali, ( the one be- 

ing a&&'d of God, and the «ggher wraſticd for with 
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. May not the very Heathens make me bluſh 2 Could 


"Husbandry Spiritualized ; Or;**: 


narily do in their Children. 
REFLECT rO NS. 


The Reflect much of the_ Creature as may fit 
figning Hypo- Hehem for the fervi-c of God ?, What 
crire Gel” 7 2 wretch am that have deſired only 
| ſo much of Religion as may fir-me-to 
gain the Creature !- As God's people have ſubjeR- 
ed all their Creature-cnjoyments co Religion, {6 
oppotitely, O my Soul, thou haft ſubjecGed:-:Reli- 
gion to thy worldly intereſt and detigns. - Inflead 
of eating and drinking to ferve God, I have-ſerv- 
ed God that 1 might cat and drink 3 yea, I have 
not - only ated below Religion, but below. reaſon 
alſo 3 fag, reaſon diftates plainly, that the -means 
ſt never be more excellent than the end. Wretch 
that I'am, to make Religion a Slave to my Luft, 
a Stirrup to Advancermenty an Artifice to carry on 
my. carnal Dchigns : _ I have my reward 
and this is all the good | am ever like to get 
by it. 


| And gg, leſs ſhould the Worldling 
rs mire ous conlider how he hath 
_ caſt 0 Duties of Religion, made 


them fiand atide, and give place to 
the world. Toficad of deſiring fo much only as 
might make him fcrviceable to God, he thruſts a- 
tide the fervice of God to get as much of the world 
as he can, whio is ſo far from making godlincſs the 
end of his Creature-comforts, that he rather" looks 
upon It as an obſtacle and hinderance' to - them. 
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make Religion our firſt and chief care ? Could 


Ariſlippxs (ay, He would rather negle& his Means 
than his Mind ? His Farm than his Soul-2 Will che - 
very Mahometans, how urgent: ſoever their buſineſs '_ 


be, lay it all aſide, five times in che day to pray ? 
Yea, is it common to a Proverb among the very Pas 
pifs, that Maſs and Meat hinders no Man, and yet 
I that profeſs my (elf a Chriftian, thruſt out Duty 
for every trifle ? O wretched Soul ! how hath the 
God of this world blinded mine Eyes ? Can the 


world indecd do that for me, that Chriſt can do 2 


Hath it ever proved true to them that truſted it and 


doated on it ? Hath it not at laft curn'd them off as - 


Men turn off a Sumpter Horſe at night, - that hath 
been a drudge to carry their Gold and Silver for 
them all day, and at laſt is turn'd out with an emp- 
ty Belly, and a gzlled Back? O how righteous 
will that ſentence of God be 2 Go cry to the Gods 
whom thou hat ſerved ! . | 
And may nor many gracious hearts. 
turn in upon heankion with ſhame The _ 


' and forrow, to conſider how unſati(- Rion. 


fied they have been in that condition, Tn 

that others have preferr'd agd cſtcem'd as the great- 
eſt of all outward Mercies W have indeed been fed 
with Food convenient, but not contented :* How 
Hath my Heart been tortnred from day to day with 
anxious thoughts, what I ſhall cat and drink, and 
wherewith | and mine ſhould be cloathed? I pretevd 
indeed that I care but for a competency of the 
world, but ſure I am, my cares about it have been 
incompetent, Come my diftcuſiful earthly heart, 
Tet me propound a few queſtions to thee about this 
matter, and anſwer truly to what I ſhall now de- 
mand of thee. - 


———— 


" The heavenly uſe of earthly things, > 


| Ariftotle deliver this as a true rule to Proſperity, to 


F 3_ Qette 
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Oweft. x. Haſi thou here a continuing City? Art 
| thou at home, or upon thy Journey, that thou art Þ|| diti 
. fo ſallicitous about the world ? Thy Profeſſion. in- If frot 


deed ſpeaks thee a firanger upon Earth, but thy bot 
Converſation a home- dweller. Eraſmus ſaid, he de- || for 
fired Honours and Riches, no more than a weary | wh 
Horſe doth a heavy Cloak-bag. Would thou not : 
account him a Fool that would Vidual his Ship as nin 
much to croſs the Channel to Frence, as if ſhe were || #b0 
bound for the Eft-Indies? Alas ! it will be but a | th 
little while, and then there will be no more need | vie 
of any of theſe things. *Tis ſad, that a Soul which I ©" 
fiands at the door of Eternity, ſhould be perplexing Vai 
jt («If about Food and Raimene. | ten 
Deſt. 2. VVhich cf all the Saints hai thou I "10 
known to be the better for much of the world 2? It Ad 
' hath been ſome Mens utter ruin. Seldom doth | %? 
God fuffer Men to be their own Carvers, but they = 
cut theifown Fingers. Togive Riches and Pleaſure Co 
fo an evil man ( (aith Ariſtotle ) is but to giveWine | *'* 
to one that bath a Fever, VVhere there is no wan, be 
there is uſually much wantonneſsg. VVhat a ſad wit 
ftory was that of Paws Puintus When I wasin a | © 
low condition ( {aid he } I had ſome comfortable | to( 
hopes of my dro but when I came to bea |f for 


Cardinal, I greatly douliited of it z but fince I came get 
, to the Popedom, I haVT no hope at all. Though do 
_ this poor undone wretch ſpake it out, and others In 
keep it in, yet doubtleſs he hath many thouſand || *h* 
Fellows in the world that might ſay as much, || »" 
would they but ſpeak the truth. ” 
And even Gods own people, though the world - 
hath not excluded them out of Heaven, yer it hath. | 3® 


| £ ſorely clog'd them in the way thither, M rm 
| +» Many that 
I). havs beep very humble, holy, and heavenly jn 8 | 6 


j 
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' ditihn. What a cold blaſt have they felt comin 


| 
o from the Cares and Delights of this Life, to. chil 
thy |} both their Graces and Comforts ! It had been welt 
 de- £& for ſome of God's people, if they had never known 
ary | what proſperity meant, 
not Dreeſt. > Is not this a ſad Symptom of a decll- 
as Þ ning tiate of Soul, to be ſo hot, eager, and anxious 
ere © about the ſuperfluous rifles of this Life? Think'ſt 
t a | thou, O my- Soul ! that one who walks in the 
ed © vicws of that Glory above, and maintains a Con- 
ich | verfitionin Hcaver, can be much taken with theſe 
ing Vanities 2 Do rot the Viſions of God vail the 
tempting ſplendor of the Creature! It was the-Opi- 
ou |} nion of ſome of the School-men, that the reaſon why 


It B 442m in Paradiſe was not {enfible of his nakednels, 
| was becauſe he was wholly taken up in converfting 


It 
- with God. But this is certain, lively and {weet 
re BE Communion with God, blunts and dulls the edge 
ine | of the AﬀcQtiions to earthly things 3 and canſt thou . 
nt, | beſatistied my Soul with ſuch gains as.arc attended 
ad | with ſuch Spiricual Loſſes ? 

2 | © 2weft. 4. To conclude, is it not diſhonourable. 
le | toGod, anda juſtification of the way of the world, 


-2 | for me that proteſs my ſclf a Chriſtian to be as ea+. 
ne || ger after Riches as other Meg? After all theſe things \ 
h do the nations ſeek, Mat. 6. 3. If I had no Father 
Is in Heaven, nos Promiſe in the Word, it were ano- 
d | ther matter 3 but Gnce my heavenly Father knows 
h, | what 1 have need of, and hath charged me to be 
careful in nothing, but only tel} him my wants, Phil. 
4. 6. How unbecoming a thing is it in me to live 
and aQ as I haye done! Let mehenceforth learn co 
meaſure and eftimate my conditions ratherþy itsuſe- 
_ to God;than itscontent and cal to my Flcſh, 
6 4 The 


+ 
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The POEM. 


F fruit and ſervice be indeed the end 
To which my being and redemption tend, 

Reaſon concludes, that ſtate of all the reſt * 
I bich is moſt ſerviceable to be beft. . 
And ſuch a ftate experience ſhews to lye 
'Twixt fulneſs, and a pinching poverty. 
This golden Mean, is worth a golden Mine 3 
He that bath this, ſhould be eſham'd- to whine, 
The fiell-fed Chriſtian like the Ox #th* ftall, 
I's no way fit to work or plow withal. 
And pemery like Pharaoh's leaner kine, _ 
Devours the faiteft portions of our time. 
That man with whom this eantbly pleaſure's fonnd, 
Or in whoſe beart thoſe anxious cares abound ; 
And yct can walk by ſcripture-rule and line, 
F1ll need a better bead and heart than mine. 
A fingle flaff the Traveller may find 
Of uſe, and ſervice ; but if you ſhould bind 
A bundle of them to bis back, they'l make 
Flim ſlack bis pace, and cry my ſhoulders. ake. 
IT ara a Traveller, this world's my way. 
A firgle ftaff may be of uſe to ftey 
My feeble Body, if it crack, 
By too bard leaning on If, but my Back, 
Will bear no more : Alas, I ſoon ſhould tire; 
And more than one I cannot well defire. 
Lora, to preſcribe to thee becomes me not, 
I rather do ſubmit unte my Lot 1 
But yet let condeſcending Grace admit 
Tov Servants ſwitthis once, and 1bis is it. 
The ftaff of Bread convenient let me bave, 
- Find manage it diſcreetly; ſo twill ſave © + 
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Thy feeble Servant from the mire and dirt, 
But more or leſs than this may do me burt. 
' Orif tbou ſay, thy Servant (hall bave none, 
Then ſtrengthen Faith, that may go alone. 


TC———— 


CHAT. 


Upon the Improvement of Bad Ground. 


Spent barren Land you can reſtore and nouriſh. | 
Decayed Chriftians God can cauſe to flouriſh. 


OBSERVATION. 


Hen Land is ſpent out by Tillage, or for 
want of Manuring, the careful Husband- 
man hath many ways to recover and bring it in 
heart again, He lets it lye fallow to give it reſt, 
and time to recover it felf, carries our his Sand, 
Lime, and Compoſt, to refreſh and quicken it a- 
gain, and in Paſture and Meadow-ground , will 
waſh it ( if poſſible ) with a current of Water, or 
the float of the ways after a fall of Rain, which is 
to the Earth as a Spring of new Blood to a Con» 
fumptive Body. He cuts down and kills' the 
Weeds that ſuck it out, and cauſes them to make 
reſtitution of what they have purloined from ir, 
by rotting upon the place where they grew. As 
careful are they to recover it when it is. ſpent, 
as an honeſt Phyfician is of his Paticnt in a lan- 
- Ruiſhing condition, for he knows his Field _ 


y 
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be as grateful to him, and fully requice his Cate 
and Coſt. 


APPLICATION. 


\ A S Man's, ſo God's Hu«bandry is ſometimes 

out of caſe, not by yielding too many Crops, 
but too few. The Myliical Husbandman hath ſome 
Fields, (I mean particular Societies and Perſons) I , 
who were once fragrant and fruitful like a Field I} ,,- 
which God had bleſſed, but are now decayed and | (1 
grown barren 3 whole gleanings formerly, were |} the 
more than their Vintage now 3 the things that are | ſe 
in them areready to dye, Rev. 3. ft "BY poſlible, 20. 
yea, too common for gracious Souls to be reduced il the 
to a very low ebb, both of Graces and Comforts 3 lf 44, 
how low I will not fay: Our Britiſh Divines tell Ml 4nq 
us, That Grace indeed cannot be to- Lig] 
tally intermitted, nor tinally loft 3 but org, 
there may be an omiſſion of the AR, Ill and 
though not an omiih.n of the Habit : T 
The Ad may be- perverted, though I | kr 
the Faith cannot be ſubverted 3 it © wor 
may be thaken in, thongh not ſhaken ] 
out; its Fruits may fall, but its Sap Þ} inde 
lyes hid in the Root 3 they demerit WW once 
the loſs of the Kingdom, but loſe it WI goy 
not cﬀfectively ; the effe& of Jultifi- MW To 
cation may be (uſpended , but the I nor 


How far true 
Grace in a 6e- 
Hever may 
fail. 


Exatia nec t9- 
talitty inter- 
mittitur,nec fi- 


ur. Af: 0- 
mittitar, habi- 
Fas Non amit- 
titzr. Adio 

pervertitur, fi- 


des new ſubver. Rate of the Jultitied cannot be dil- WW int 
fitar. Concu- ſolved. Boba 
tatur, non tx- hw 


entitur. Defluit ſruftus, latet ſuceus. Jus ad rvegnum amit- "ig 
fant demeritorie, non effective. Effefius juſtificationis ſuſpendi- 0 
tar, «t flats juſtificats non difſotvitsr, Suff. Britt. wel( 


\ 
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| the Church, Lam. 


Certain; it is, one that like Pau! hath been rape 
up with joy, even to the third Heavens, and cry+ 
ed, 1 ams more than a Conqueror, who ſhall ſeparate 
me from the love of God ? May at another time lye 
mourning as at the Gates of Death, crying, O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death ? One that hath walked in ſweet 
Communion with God, ſunning himſelf in the lighe 
of his Countenance, may afterwards walk in dark- 
neſs, and ſee no light, Iſa. 50.10, He that hath 
caſt Anchor within the Vail, and rode ſecurely in 
the peaceful harbour of aſſurance, may ſeem to 
feel his Anchor of Hope come home to him, and 
go adrift into the ſtormy Ocean again, crying with 
3. 18. My bope is periſhed from 
the Lord, His calm and clear Air may be over-caſt 
and clouded, yea, filled with Storms and Tempeſis, 
Lightnings and Thunders ; his Graces, like under- 
ground Flowers in the Winter, may all diſappear, 
and hide their beautiful heads. 


To God he may ay, I am caftout of thy fight ; 


I know thou canſi do much, but wilt thou ſhew 
wonders to the dead? | 
To the Promiſes he may (ay, you are ſweet things 
indeed, but what have I ro do with you? I could 
once indeed rejoice in you as my portion z but now 
| doubt I graſped a ſhadow, a fancy inſtead of you. 
To Saints he may ſay, turn away from me, labour 
not to comfort me, O do not ſpill your precious 
Ointments of Conſolation upon my Head; for 
What have I co do with Comfort ? To former Ex- 
periences, he may (ay in his hafie, you are all Liars, 
To the Light of God's Countenance, he may. ſay, fare- 
wel (weet Light, I ſhall behold thee no more. To 
$4#4n, he may fay, Q ming Enemy, thou —_— 
| __ tf 
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Go FHusbandby Spiritzalred; Ofr, 
aft prevaited againft'me, thou art firongzr than T, 
and ha{lt overcome. To Dwties and Ordinances, he 
may fay, where is the ſweetneſs 1 once found in 
you ? You were once {weeter to me than the Ho- 
ney-comb ; but now as tafteleſs as the white of an 
Eyg. O fad relapſe! deplored change! quantzm 
mutatits ab illo ? 3 | 

But will God leave his poor Creatures helpleſs 
io fuch a cafe as this ? Shall their Leaf fall, their 
Branches wither, their Joy, their Life, cheir Heart 
depart ? Will he fee their Graces fainting, their 
Hopes gaſping, the new Creature panting, the 
things that are in them ready to die, and will- he 
not regard it ? Yes, yes, There is hope of a Tree if 
it be cut down, and the root thereof wax old in the 
earth, yet by the ſcent of water it will bud, and bring 
forth boughs Ithe a plant, Fob 14. 8, 9: This poor 
declined Soul, as ſad as it fits at the Gates of Hell, 
may rouze up it felt at lati, and fay to Satan that 
fiands triamphing over him, Rejoice not over me, O 
nie Enemy, for though I fall, yet I ſhall ariſe 1 
tbough 1 fit in darkneſs. the Lord will be a light unto 
ane, Mic.7. 8. He may raiſe up himſelf upon his 
Bed of languiſhing for all this, and fay to God, 
Though thou haſt cheftned me ſore, yet baft tbou net 
given me over wnto death. - He may turn about to the 
Saints that have mourned for him, and with a 
lightſom Countenance fay, IT ſhall not die but live, 
and declare the works of the Lord, He may fay to the 
Premiſes, you are the true and faithful ſayirigs of 
God, my unbelicf did belye you : I faid in my 
hafie you were Liars, but I cat my words, I am a- 
| ſhamed of my folly. Snrely, O Soul, there is yet 
hope in thine end, tHow maift be reftored, Pſal. 
23. 3. thou maik yet recover thy verdure, and thy 
Dew bcas the Dew of Herbs. For, I. Is 


in the like condition, Pſal, 143, 7,8, Hear me 
i; c- <_ ſpeedily, . 


r. I; hen thy Father, and a Father full of 
Compaſfios md Bowels? And can a Father ftand 
by his-dyirpChild, ſee his fainting Fits, hear his 
felting gras, and pity-begging looks 3 and not 
help him 3 epecially having Reftoratives by him, 
that can do ir Surely, As a Father pities bis own 
Children, ſo nll tby God pity tbee, Plal.: 103. 12, 23, 
He will ſpam thee, as a Father ſpareth bis own Son 
that ſerves bie, Mark 3. 17. Heark, how his Bow- 
els yeart;-. have ſurely beard Ephraim bemoaning 
himſelf, is = Ephraim my- dear Son ? is be not a 


pleaſant Chil ? for 'fince T ſpake againſt bim, I do 


earneſtly remnber him ſtill, Iwill ſurely bave mercy an 
bim, Jer. 3120. 

2, Doth le'not know thy Life would be altoge- 
ther uſcle(s o him, if he (hould not rcfiore thee ? 
What ſervic art thou fit to perform to' him, in 


' fucha condiion ? Thy days will conſume like ſmoke,” 


whilſt thy hart is ſmitten and withered like praſg, 
Pſal. 102. 34 Thy Months will be Months of 
Vanity, thy .will fly away, -and ſee no good, Fob 


7. 3. If he will but quicken thee again, then thou 


mult call n»on his Name, Pſal. 80..18. but in a 
dead and languiſhing condition, thou 'art no more 


*, fit for an' work of God, than a fick Ma is for 


manual] Labours ; and ſurely he hath not pat thofe 
precious and excellent Graces of his Spirit within 
thee for 10thing 3 they were planted there for Fruit 
and Servce, and therefore doubtleſs he will revive 
thee agan,. b 

3. Y:a, doft thou not think he fees thine ina- 
bility co bear ſuch a condition long ? He knows 


3 thy Spinis world fail before him, and the Soul which he 


bath mide, Iſa. 57. 16. Davidtold him as much; 


-» 


The refvenly wfe if earthly things. 6t © 


. - 
, + 
DT” IS —— —__—_—_— 4 
ew —— »- _ —_—— "— % 
" n 


. 
* 
— —_— oo 
AR «oo = -—» = 
” 
on 


- - 
"= X 
BE " & 
w - ——_— 
- -—_ —  — ws ye 
. 


_ — wa_—_ i" ET. 
[OE 9 


_— 


” OS SE eee Our —— ot oo So Ou 
” — —_ 


- 
—_ 


— GRE HEEL A DERY + ee 


- 


+4 Les nds 4m LS 
v G2 v 0 r_ 456 - "Art 


4 PT l _ 
OR, A" P-- 
Ti $5," Bi F IA 9 6 #6 i 
EIT "WM ©,” £ q 
os Ms is £4" 


62 Hubandry Speritialized; Or, 
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ſpeedily, O Lord, for my Spirit faileth; bide not - tby 
Face from me, left Tbe like aento thaſe thit g» down into 
the Pit 3 q. d. Lord, make haſte and-rcover. my 
languiſhing Soul 3 otherwiſe , :wheras thou haſt 
now a fick, Child, thou wil ſhortly have a dead 
Child. | 

Ard in like manner Job expoſtulted with him, 
Fob 6. I, 2, 3, 11, IZ2. My grief is eavier than the 
ſand of the Sea, my words 8re- ſwallond'up, for the 
Arrows of the Almighty are 'within me. and: the poy- 
ſon theresf drinks up my ſpirits: The "errors of God + 
do ſet themſelves in array againſt mve what is my 
ftrength that I ſhowld bope ? is my firengh the ſtrength 
of ſtones ? or are my boues of braſs ? S Ghap.'7- 12. 
Am I a Sea, or a Whale? &c. Othe Troubles a 
Man may, but this he cannot bear, Prov. 18. 14. 
And therefore doubtleſs feaſonable anc gracious re- 
vivings will come, He will not ftir wp J] bis wrath, 


for be remembers thow art but fleſh, a rind that paſ: 
| ſeth away, and cometh not. again, Pſal 58. 39, 39- 


He hath ways enough to do it, if hudo but un- - | 
vail his blefſed Face, and make it ſhine again up- | 
on thee, thou art ſaved, Pſal. So 3. The mani- 
feſtations of his love, will be to thy Soal as ſhow- 
ers to the parchell Grals ; thy Soul that now droops 
and kangs the Wing, .ihail thea revive an« leap for 
joy, Iſa. 61.1. A new Face (hall come 1pon thy 
Graces, they fhall bud agaio, and bloſbm as a 

Roſe 3 if he do but fend a Þring of 


 Gratie grati- Auxiliary Grace into thy Soul to ac- 


an poſtulat. tuate the dull habits of inherent 

Grace, the work is done then ſhalt 
thou return to thy firſt works again, Rev. 2. 4, 5. 
and Ging, as in the days of thy youth, 
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REFLECTIONS. 


O this is my very cafe, faith many a poor Chri- 
lian 3; thus my Soul languiſhes and droops from 
day to day : *Tis good news indeed, that God 
both can and will reſtore my Soul, but fad that I 
ſhould fall into ſuch a fiate. How unlike am I to 
what once I was? Surely, as the old Men wept, 


when they ſaw how ſhort the ſecond Temple came of * 


the glory of the firſt, ſo may I fit down and weep 
bittexly, to conſider how much my firſt Loye, and 
firſt Duties excelled the preſent, For, 

1. Is my Heart fo much in Hea- 
ven now, as it was wont to be? Say, A Convidtive 
O my Soul ! doſt thou not remem- Refl:Rion, 
ber, when like the beloved Diſciple 
thou layeſt In Feſizs Boſom ? How didſt thou (wee- 
ten Communion with him 2 How reſilefs and jm- 
patient waſt thou in his abſence !. Divine with- 
drawments were to thee as the Hell of Hell : What 
a burden was the world to me in thoſe days ' Had 
itnot been for Conſcience of my Duty, I could have 
been willing to let all Iye, that Communion with 
Chriſt might ſuffer no interruption... When I awa- 
ked in the night, how was the darkneſs inlighrned 
by the heaveoly glimpſes of the Countenance of my 
God upon me? How did his Company ſhorten 
thoſe hours, and beguile the tediouſneſs of the 
night ? O my Soul, ſpeak thy experience, is ic 
now as it was then ! No, no, thoſe days are paſt 
and gone, and thou become much a firanger to 
that Heavenly ' Life, Art thou able with truth to 


deny this charge z When occalionally I paſs by thoſe 
places, which were once co me as Facoh's Bethel to 


him 3 
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him 3 I figh at the remembrance of former paſſages 
betwixt me and Heaven there; and fay with Fob, 
Chap. 29. O tbat it were with me as in months paſt, 
4s in the days when God preſerved me, when bis Can- 
"i le ſhined upon my bead, when by bis light T walked 
'\uf throueh darkneſs, when the Almighty was yet with me, 

8 tben I put on righteouſneſs and it cloathed me, when 
my glivry was freſh in me ! When TI remember theſe 
. things, my Soxul is poured out within me. 

2. Is thy obedience to the commands of Chriſt, 
ang motions to Daty, as free and chearful as they 
were wont to ba? Call ro mind, my Soul, the 
Times when thou waſt born down the fiream of 
love to every Duty, if the Spirit did but whiſper to 
thee, ſaying, Seek my face, how did my Spirit eccho 
to his calls ? ſaying, Thy face Lord wil I ſeek, 
Pſal. 27. $. If God had any work to be done, 
how readily did I offer my ſervice? Here am I, 
Lord, fend me. My Soul made me as the Chari- 
ots of Aminadab ; Love oyled the Wheels of my 
AﬀeCQions, and bis commandments were not grievous, | 
x John 5. 3. Non tardat wndia rots. There were | 
no fuch quarrellings with the command, no ſuch 
excuſes and delays. as there are now. No, fuch |} 
was my Love to Chriſti, and delight to do his will, | 
that 1 could no more keep back my felf from Duty, 
than a Man that's carricd away in a Crowd. 

Oc laſtly, tell me, O' my Sou}, doſt thou be- 
moan thy ſeif, or grieve fo tenderly for Sin, and 

_ for grieving the Holy Spirit of God, as thou wall 
wont to do? When formerly 1 had fallen by the 
hand of a Temptation. How was I wont to lye in 
Tears at the Lord's Feet, bemoaning my ſelf ? How 
did I haſten to my Cloſet, and there cry, like Ezr, 

Chap. 9. 6. O my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh 
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S to look wp wnto thee. How did I figh and weep 
x before him, and like Ephraim , mite" upon my 
F Thigh, faying, 3Y/hbat have I done? Ah my Soul : 
n- how didft thou work, firive, and cait about, how 
d to recover thy {elf again 5 Halt thou forgotten how 
e, thou wouldft ſometimes look up and figh bitterly 2 
en Ah! what a God have I provoked ? What Love 
ſe and Goodneſs have I abulcd ? Sometimes look in 
and weep, Ah! what motions did I withfiand ? 
F, | What a good Spirit have I grieved? Ah, my Soul, 
&y thou wouldti have abhorr'd thy fzIf, thou couldft 
he never have born it, had thine Heart been as ftupid 
of and as relentleſs then as now. It ever a poor Soul 
to had reaſon to diſfolye it ſeit into Tears for its fad 
ho Relapſes, I have. 
k, 2. But yet Mourn not, O my. 
nc, Soul , as one without hope, Re- A Supporting 
1, member, There is hope in Iſracl con- Reflection. 
ari- | cerning this thing. As lowas thy con- 
my dition is, it is not deſperate, it is not a Diſeaſe that 
ous, | {corns a Remedy 3 many a Man that hath bzen 
zere | f{iretciht out-for dead, hath revived again, and liv- 
ach ed many a comfortable day in the World ; many 
ach MK 2 Tree that hath cafi both Leaf and Fruit, by the 
will, | Silt of a prudent Husbandran, hath ben reco- 
uty, |. vered again, and made both fl vuriftivg and icuitful. 


| Is it not eatier think'it thou, to recover a languiſh- 
be- ing Man to health, than a dead Man to Life ? And 


and yet this God did for mz, Eph. 2. x. Is any thiog 

watt | 29 hard for the Lord ? Thozegh my Soul draw nigh 

y the to the Pit, and my Life to the deſrroyers, yet he can 

ye in ſend me a meſſe:iger, on? among a thouſand, that ſhall 

How declare to me. my uprigntne(s , then (ha!l- be d.liver me” 
Ezra, from going down into the Pit, my fl: ſhil! be freſher 

bluſh than a Child s, and I ſhatl return to the days of my 
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66 Husbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 
youth,” Fob 33. 22. Though my flouriſh, and much 


of my Fruit too be gore, and I am a withering 
Trec ; yet as lovg as the Root of the matter is in 
me, there is more hope of ſuch a. poor, decayed, 
withcred Tree, than of the Hypocrite that wants 
ſuch a Root, in all his glory and bravery. His 
Sun {hall fet, and never riſe again but I live in 
expcaation of a fweet morning, after this dark 
night. | 
Rouze up therefore, O my Soul, ſet thy Faith a 
work on Chrilt for quickning Grace, for he hath 
Life in himſclt, and quickens whomſoever he will, 
Fobn 7.38. Stir up that little which remains, 
Rer. 3. 2. Hait thou not ſeen lively flames proceed 
from piimmering and dying Sparks, when carefully 
collc&cd and blown vp 5 Ger amongftt the moſt 
lively and quickning Chriſtians 3 -as iron ſharpens 
iron, ſ» will theſe ſet an edge upon thy dull affedzons, 
Prov. 27. 17. Ads 19. 15. But above all, cry 
miphtily to the Lord for quickning, he will not 
deſpife thy cry. The Moans of a diftrefſed Child, 
work upon the Bowels of a tender Father. And be 
fure to keep within thy view, the great things of 
Eternity, which are ready to be revealed; live in 
the believing and ficrious Centemplations of them, 
nd be Ecad if chou canſt, *Tis true, thou hat 
reaſon enough from thy condition, to be for ever 
humbled 3 but no reaſon at all from thy God, to be 
ta the leaft giſcouraged. 


WH R's FS 


he horvenh oe of carey hinge. oy 


n 

6 The POEM. 
, How art the Husbandmman, and 1 
- | A wortbleſs plot of Husbandry. 
A Whom ſpecial love did ne'retheleſs 

mn F' © Divide from Nature's Wilderneſs. 

ri Then did the Sun-ſhine of thy Face, 


And ſweet Tllapſes of thy Grace 


Su Like April Showers, and warming gleams 
th Diſtil its Dews, refle& its Beams. 
ll, My dead Aﬀeciiens then were green, 
_ —_— And bopeful Buds on them were ſeen : 
ed Theſe into Duties ſoon were turn d, 
Ily In which my heart within me burn'd. . 
oft O balcyon days |! thrice happy ſtate! 
ens | Ezch place was Bethel, Heavens Gate. 
i What ſweet diſcourſe ! what heavenly talk 
cry FYhilft with thee T did daily walk 
not Mine Eyes o'rcflog', my beart doth fink 
ild, As oft as on-thoſe days Ithink, 
- S For ſtrangeneſs now is got betrvcen 
p90 My God and me, as may be ſeen 
0 By what is now, and what was then ; 
cm, 'Tis juſt as if 1 were two men. 
ati My fragrant Branches blaſted be, 
LEE No Fruits like thoſe that T can ſee. 
d be Some Canker-worm tyes at my Root, 
Wyich fades my Leaves, deſtroys my Fruit. 
My Soxl #s baniſhed from thy fight, 
For this it maxerneth dzy and night. 
S Tet wby doit thou deſponding lye # 
The With Jonah caſt a backward Eye, 


Swe in thy God belp may be bad, 
There's precizss Balm in Gilead. - 
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" That God that made me ſpring at firſt, 
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When IT was barren, and accurft , 

Can much more eafily reſtore 

My Soul to what it was before. 

Twas Heman's, Job's and David's caſe, 
Yet all recover 4 were by Grace. 

A word, 2 ſmile ou my poor ſoul 

Wil make it perfed@, ſound, and whole. 
A glance 0 of hi ze hath foon diſſolv'd 
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A ſoul in in, and grief inuoty d. h 


Lord, if thou cant not worktbe Cure, 
T am tence to endure. 


C UAT. YL 


Upon the Uncureableneſs of ſome Bad 
Ground, 


7 kill can mend the miry ground, and ſure 
Seme Souls the Goſpel leaves as paſt a Cure. 


OBSERVATION. 


Lchough the indufiry and s$kill of the Huf- 
A bandman can make ſome ground that was 
uſclels and bad, good for Tillage or Paſture, and 
improve that which was barren; and by his colt 
and pains maxe an Acreworth ten 3 yet ſuch is the 
nature of foine rocky Or .ciry ground, where the 
Water itands, and there is no way t&o cleanſe it, 
hat iT Can NEVET wes made fraitful. The Husband- 
man 
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man is fain to let it alone, as an ftncureable piece 
of wafie and worthleſs ground 3 and though the 
Sun and Clouds ſhed their influences on'it, as well 
as upon better Land, yet that doth not at all mend 
it. Nay, the more Showers it receives, the worſe 
it proves. For theſe do no way fecundate or im- 
prove it 3 nothing thrives there , but worthleſs 
Flags and Ruſhes. 


APPLICATION. 


Any alſo there are under the Goſpel, who are 

given over by God to judicial blindneſs, 
hardneſs of heart, a reprobate ſenſe, and perpetual) 
barrenneſs 3 fo that how excellent ſoever the means 
are which they enjoy, and how efficacious foever to 
the Converſion, Edification and Salvation of others 
yet they ſhall never do their Souls good, Ezeck. 47- 
9,11. Every thing whereſoever the River comes ſhall 
live, but the miry places thereof, and the Mariſhes 
thereof ſhall never be healed, but be given to ſalt; 
(2. e. ) givento an obRKinate and everlaſting barren- 
neſs. © Compare Det. 9. 23. By theſe 
Waters, faith Judicious Mr. Strong, Spiricual Bar- 
underfiand the Doctrine of the Go- rennels, p. 5. 
ſpel; as Rev. 21. 2. a River of Wa- _ 
ter of Life, clear as Crytial., Hic fluvinus 'eſt nber= 
rime doGrins Chriſti, faith Mr. Brightman. This 
River is the mcit fruitful Dadtrine of Chriſt, yet 
theſe Waters do not heal the Miry Mariih placcs, 
(4 e. ) Men that live unfruitfully under Ordinances, 
who are compared to Miry and Marith places in 
three reſpects. 2 

( 1. ) In Miry places the Water haih not free. 


paſſage, but-fiands and ſettles there. Soit is with NJ 
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\ '| theſe barren Souls; therefore the Apoſtle prays ; 

| If © thatthe Goſpel may run and be glorified, 2 Thef: 

3.1. The Wordisfaid to run, when it meets with 

no ſtop, Cm libere propar #tor, when it is freely pro- 
pagated, and runs through the whole Man; when 
it meets with no ſtop cither in the Mouth of the 
Speaker, or Hearts of the Hearers, as it doth in 
theſe. 7 | 

(2.) In a Miry place, the Earth and Water is 
mixt together; this mixtuxe makes Mire. So 
when the Truths of God do mix with the Corrupti- 
ons of Men, that they either hold ſome Truths, 
and yet live in their Luſts; or clſe when Men do 
make uſe of the Truths of God to julſiife and plead 
for their fins. Or, 

( 3.) Whenasin a Miry place, the longer the 
Water fiands in it, the worſe it grows ; fo the 
longer Men abide under Ordinances, the more fil- 
thy and polluted they grow : Theſe are the Miry 
places that cannot be healed, their Diſeaſe is incure- 
able, deſperate. 

O this is a ſad caſe, and yet very common ! Ma- 
ny Perſons are thus given over as incorrigible and 
hopelcts, Rev, 22.11, Let bim that is filthy, be fil- 
thy flill. Jer. 6.29. Reprobate ſilver ſhall men call 
them, for the Lord hath rej«Ged them. Ila. 6. Go 
make tbe beart of this people fat, their ears dull, &c. 

Chriſt executes by the Goſpel that Curſe upon 
many Souls, which he denounced againſt the Fig- 

 rree, Mit. 21. 19. Let nofruit grow on thee henceforth 
; for ever, and immetintcly the fig-tree withered away. 
To be given up to iuch_a condition, is a feartu] 
udgment indeed, a Curſe with a witneſs ; the 
{um of all Plagues, Miſerics, and Judgments, a fatal 
Kroke at the Koot it felf, I's a woe to have a bad 
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Heart, ( faith one 


to have that pertinax ſterilitas, a pertinacious bar- 
renneſs ; this is to be twice dead,” and pluckt up by 


the Root, as Fude ſpeaks. 


And to ſhew you the woful and miſcrable fiate 
and plight of fuch Men, let the following particu- 
lars be weighed. 


( 1.) Its altroke at the Soul it fe}f, and inward 


Spiricual Judgment 3 and by how much the more. 


inward and fpiritualany Judgment is, by fo much 
the more dreadful and lamentable. As Soul-mercies 
are the beft of Mercics 3 ſo Soul-judgments are the 
ſaddeli of all Jadgments, If it were but a Tempo- 
ral ſtroke upon the Body, the loſs of an Eye, an 
Ear, a Hand, a Foot, though in it (elf it would 
bea confiderable loſs ; yet it were nothing to this. 
Omnia Deus dedit duplicia, ( ſaith Chryſoſtom) ſpeak- 
ing of bodily Members 3 God hath given Men dou=- 
ble Members, two Eyes, if one be lofi, the other 
{upplies its wants ; two Hands, two Ears, two 
Feet, *that the failing of one, may be (ſupplicd by 
che help of the other 3 Animam vero unam 5 but one 
Soul, if that periſh, chzre is not another to lupply 
itsloſs. The Soul, faith a Heathen, 

is the Man, that which is (een is not *Ovs #519 &v- 
the Man, The Apolile calls the Bo- Sg@rG- 
dy, a vile Body, Phil. 3. 21. and fo Ggoyioy. 

it is compared with the Soul 3; and Plato. 
Daniel calls it the Sheath,which 1s but 


2 conternptible thing to the Sword, which is in it, 


Q it were far better that many Bodies perith, than 
ons, Soul 3 that every Member were made the ſear, 
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) but it's the deprh of woe, to © 
have a Heart that ſhall never be made better. To © 
be barren under the Goſpel is a fore Judgement, but 
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and ſubjet of the moſt exquilite Torture, than 
ſach a Judgment ſhould fall upon the Soul. 

(2+) Irs the fevereft firoke God can infli& upon 
the Soul in this Life, to give it up to barrennelſs ; 
becauſe it cuts off all hopes, fruſtrates all means, 
nothing can be a bl:fſing to him. If one come from 
the dead, if Angels ſhould deſcend from Heaven co 
preach to him 3 there is no hope of him. If God 
ſhut up a Man, who can open ? Fob 12. 14. As 
there was none fourd in Heaven or Earth that could 
open the Seals of that Book, Rev. 5.5. fo is there 
no opening by the hand of the moti able and skilful 
Minitiry, thoſe Seals of hardneſs, blindneſs, and 
unbelict, thus impreſſed upon the Spirit. Whom _ 
Juſtice ſo locks up, Mercy will never let out. This 
ts that which makes up the Anathemz Maranatha, 
x Cor. 16, 22, which is the dreadtulleti Curſe in all 
the Book of God, accurſcd {ll the Lord come, 

( 3. ) "Tis the molt indifcernable firoke to them- 
flives that can be, and by that fo much the more 
deſperate. Hence there is ſaid to be poured out 
upon them the Spirit of ſlumber, 7/2. 25. ro. Tbe 
Lord hath poured out upon you the Spirit of deep ſleep, 
and bath cloſed yorr Eyes. Montanus renders it, The 
Lord hath mingled upon you the Spirit of deep 
ſleep. And fo it is an Alluſion to a Soporiferous 
Medicine mingled, and made up of Opizm, and 
[uch like ftupifaQive Ingredients, which catts a Man 
into ſuch 'a dead fleep, that do what you will to 
him, he feels, he knows it not. Make their eyes 
beavy, and their ears dull+; ft they ſhoutd ſee, and 
hear, and be converted, Tſz. 6. 6,10, This is the 
Heare which cannot repent, cv is ſpoken cM, 
Rom, 2.5. For Men are not ſenſible at all of this 


poymciit, they do not in the leaſtſuſped it, and. 
ba: 


be heavenly wſe of earthly things. 73, © 
that is their Miſery. Though they be curſed Trees 
which ſhall never bear ary Fruit to Life, yet many 


times they bear abundance ct other fair and plea- 
ſant Fruits to the Eye, exccllent Gifts, and rare 


Endowments 3 and thele deceive and undo them. © 


Mat. 7. 22. We have propbeſied in thy name \ this 
makes the Wound deſperate,” that there is no find- 
ing of it, no probe to fcarch it. 

( 4.) *Tisa tiroke that cuts off from the Soul 
all the comfort and ſweetneſs of Religion. A Man 
may pray, hear and confer, but'all thoſe Duties are 


dry (talxs unto him, which yield no Meat, no fo- 


lid ſubfiantial nutriment 3 Come common touches 
upon the Aﬀections he may ſometimes find in Duty, 
the melting Voice or Rhetorick of the Preacher may 
perhaps lirike his natural AﬀeGtions, as another 
Tragical Story Pathetically delivered way do ; but 
to have any real Communion with God in Ordi- 
nances, any Diſcoveries or Views of the Beauty of 
the Lord in them, that he cannot have; for theſe 
are the ſpecial Efeas and Operations of the Spirit, 
which are always refixained. 

_ hath faid to ſuch, as he did" to them, Get. 

. 3. My Spirit ſhall no longer ſtrive with them 3 and 
me what {weetneſs is there in Ordinances ? What 


| is the Word ſeparated from the Spirit but a dead 


Letter ? It's the Spirit that quickens, 2 Cor. 3. 2. 
Friend, thou muſt know that the Goſpel works not 
like a natural Cauſe upon thoſe that hear it ; if ſo, 
the effect would always follow, uplcls miraculouſly 
fiopt and hindred ; but it works like a moral inftitu- 
td Cauſe, whole efficacy and ſucceſs depends upon 
the arbitrary concurrence of the Spirit with it, The 
wind blaws where it liſteth, ſo # every one that is born 
of the Spirit, John 3. 8. Of bis own will begat he us 
| ty 
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by the word of truth. Ordinances are as the Pool 
of Betheſd2, which had its healing vertuc only when 
the Angel moved the Waters; but 'the Spirit never 
moves ſ{avingly upon the Waters of Ordinances, for 
the healing of theſe Souls, how many years ſoever 
they lye by them. Though others feel a Divine 
power in them, yet they ſhall not. As the Men 
that travelled with Pa/, when Chriſt appeared to 
him from Heaven, they ſaw the light, but heard 
not the voice, which he heard to Salvation : So it is 
with theſe, they ſee the Miniſters, hear the words, 
which are words of Salvation to others, bur not fo 
to them. Concerning theſe Miſerable Souls, we 
may tigh and fay to Chritt, as Martha did concern- 
ing her Brother Lazarrs 3 Lord, if thou hadfi been 
here, in this Sermon, .or in this Prayer, this Soul 
had not remained dead. But here is the woe that 
lyes upon him, God is departed from the Means, 
and none can help him. 

(5. ) *Tis fuch a firoke upon the Spirit of Man, 
aS is a fearful fign of his Eternal Reprobation. *Tis 
true, we cannot poſitively ſay of a Man in- this 
Life, he is a Reprobate, one that God will never 
ſhew Mercy to 3 but yet there are ſome probable 
Marks of it upon ſome Men in this World, and 
they are of a trembling Conſideration where-ever 
they appear 3 of which this is one of the f(addeit, 
2 Cor. 4. 3. If oxr Geſpel be bid, 'tis bid to thoſe 
that are loft, in whom the God of this world bath 
blinded the mind's of them which believe not , I:ft the 
light of the glorious Goſpel of Chrift, who is the Image 
of God, ſhould ſhine rnto them. So Afis 13. 48. As 
many as were ordained unto eternal life believed. Te 
believe not, becauſe ye are not of my Sheep, John 
IO. 26, And again, Mat. 13. il. Zo you #t #5 

| given 
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them it is not given. There cannot be a more dread- 
ful CharaQer of a Perſon marked out for wrath, 
than to continue under the Ordinances, as the 
Rocks and Miry places do under the natural influ- 
ences of Heaven, What bleſſed opportunities had 

«ds ? He was under Chritt's own Miniliry, he 


| often heard the eracious words . that proceeded out 


of his Mouth 3 he was night and day in his Com- 
pany, yet never the better : And why ? Becauſe he 
was the Son of Perdition 3 that is, a Man appointed 
to DefiruQtion and Wrath. | 

( 6.) Anelafily, To add no more. *Tis ſuch a 
ſtroke of God upon the Souls of Men, as immedi- 
ately fore-runs Hell and Damnation, Heb. 6, 8. But 
that which beareth thorns and briars is rejeffed, and is 
nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be burnt. So that 
look as ſome Saints in this World, have had a pre- 
libation or foretaſie of Heaven, which the Scripture 
calls the earneſt of the Spirit z fo this is a Precurfor 
of Hell, a fign of wrath at the door. We may ſay 
of it, as *tis (aid of the pale Horſe in the Revela- 
tion, that He'l follows it. I1f 2 man abide uot in 
me, ( ſaith Chriſt, Fohn I5. 6. he is caſt forth as @ 
branch and withered 3 which is the very liate of theſe 
barren, curſed Souls. And what follows? Why, 
faith he, Men gather them, and caſt them into the 
Fire, and they are burned. Lo, this is the Ven- 
gearce which the Goſpel executes upon this barren 
pround, | : 
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REFLECTIONS 
Tt. Well then, blefſed be God that 


(:&ive ſoever I am in common Gifts, though I have 
a dull Underiianding, a leaking Memory, a ſtam- 
mering Tongues yet I have felt, and do feel the 
power of the Goſpel upon my Heart. I ble(s thee 
( my God ) that although I labour under many 
Spiritual Intixmities, yet I am not tick of this in- 
cureable Liſcaſe, I have given thee indeed juſt 
cauſe to inflict and execute this dreadful Curſe upon 
me alſo, but ihou halt not dealt with me after my 
* | deſerts 3 bur according to the riches of thy Mercy. 
mo Sorne little Fruic | bring forth, and what it 1s, is by 
$0 vertue of my Union with Jeſus Chrift, Rom. 7. 4. 
And this hath more in it as to my comfort, than 
2ll the glittering Gitts and ſplendid Performances of 
the moti glorious Hypocrite can yield to him. If I 
| might have my choice ( ſaith one ) I would chuſe 
4 | and prefer the moli deſpicable and ſordid work of a 
'' __  rxufiick Chriſtian, before all the Victories of Alex: 
Mi\'t ander, and Triumphs of Ceſar. Bleſſed therefore be 
the Lord, who bath ahounded mnto me, in all ſpiritual 
bleſſings, in heavenly things in Chrift Teſs. 
1 cannot remember a Sermon as another can, 
| but bleſſed be God that I am able to ſayour it, 
and feel it; that I have an Heart to love, and 
a will to obey, all that God diſcovers to be my 
Duty. 


S+' Q, 


= _—_— made me feel the ſaving power of the 
lg my Goſpel. O, let God be exalted for } 


ever for this Mercy ! that how de- | 


2. O, then how little caufe have I _ 
to make my boaſt of Ordinances, and The Formal 
DE Profeſſors Re- 
glory in my external Priviledges, ge&jon. - | 
who never bear Spirital Fruit under 
them ? If I well confider my condition, there is 


| matter of zrembling, and not of g/erying in theſe 
| things. 
I chem, and lifting up my fecure Heart upon them, 


It may be, while I have been glorying in 


the Lord hath been ſecretly blaſting my Soul under 
chem, and inſcotibly exccutiog this horrible Curſe 
by them. Shall I boaſt, that with Capernaum T ans 
lifted up to Heaven, fince I may with her at laſt be 
cafi down to Hell? And if fo, Lord, what a Hell 
will my Rell be ! It will be more tolerable for S9- 
dom and Gomorrabthan for me. It drew Tears from 
the Eyes of Chrit, when he was looking upon Fe- 
ruſalem, under the fame conlideration that I doubt 
I have cauſe to look upon my own Soul, Lwke 
19.41, He wept over it, ſaying, If thon hadjt known, 
even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the tbings which be- 
long to thy peace, but now they are bid from thine 
eyes, Solong I have been a Hearer, a Profeſſor 
of the Goſpel, ſo many years I have injoyed its 
diftingaiſlhing Ordinances, but have they not 
been all dry and empiy things to me3 hath not 
the Spirit of Formality acted me in them ? Have 
not fel-ends and worldly reſpe&s lain at the bot- 
tom of my beſt Duties 2 Have not my Diſcourſes 
in Communion with the 
words, ſpeaking what I have learnt, but not felt © 
Sad is my condition now, but it would be deſpe- 
rate and irrecoverable, fhould{ii thou execute this 
Curſe upon me, 
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' 3. And what may I think of my 
condition ? Lord, I acknowledge my 
unprofitableneſs under - the Means 
hath been ſhameful 3 and this hath 
made my condition doubtful, I have often trem- 


JE 


The leſs fruit- 
ful Chriſtians 
Reflection, 


bled for fear, left my Root had been blaſted byf 
ſach a Curſe 3 but it fo, whence is this trembling ?! 


W hence theſe fears and ſorrows about it ? Dotk 
ſuch Fruit grow in that Soyl which thou haft Cur- 
ſed ? I am told but now, thaton whom this Judg- 
ment falls, to them thou giveſt an Heart that can- 
not repent, Lord, I blefs thee for theſe evidences 
of freedom from the Curſe 3 for: the fruits of fear, 
forrow , and holy jealoufie. The 
Laws of Men ſpare for the Fruits 
Font deferens, fake, and wilt not thou ſpare me al. 
Chryſoſt. fo my God, if there be found in me 2 
blefling in the bud, Tz. 65. 8. 
4. To conclude, what a ſcrious 


Romane leges 


The Golpel KR fe&ion ſhould this occafion in eve 
-——w_gy m_ ry dilpenſer of the Goſpel 2 How 


ſhould he tay when he goes co preach 
the Goſpel, I am now going to preach that word, 
which is to be a ſavoury of Life or Death to theſe Souls; 
upon how many of my poor Hearers may the Curle 
of perpetual barrenneſs be exccuted this day ! O 
how ſhould fuch a thought melr his Heart into 
Compaſhon over them, and make him beg hard 
and plead carnetily with God for a better iflue of 
the Goſpel than this upon them 2 - 
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V OU that beſides your pleaſant fruitful Fields, 
Have uſeleſs Bogs, and rocky ground, that yields 
Tou no advantage, nor doth quit your coſt, 


Bi But all your pains and charges on them's boſe. 


Hearken to me, I'll teach you how to get 
More profit by them, tban if they were ſet 
At higher Rents than what your Tenants pay 
For your moſs fertile Lands > and bere*s the way. 
Think when you view them, why the Lord bath choſe 
Theſe, as the Emblems to decipber thoſe 
That under Goſpel-grace grow worſe and worſe 3 
For means are fruitleſs, where the Lord doth curſe. 
Sweet Showers deſcend, the Sun his beams refle@s 
On both alike 3 but not with like effefis. 
Obſere, and ſee how after theſe ſweet Showers 
The Graſs and Corn revive 3 the fragrant Flowers 
Shoot forth their beauteous heads, the Valleys ſing, 
All freſh, and green as inthe verdaut Spring. 
But Rocks are barren ſtill, and Bogs are ſo ; 
I bere nought but Flags, and wortoleſs Ruſhes grow. 
Upon theſe Mariſh Grounds ihere lyes this Curſe, 
The more Rain falls 3 by ſo much more the worſe. 
Een ſo the Dews of Grace, that ſweetly fall, 
From Geſpet clouds, are not alike t0 all. 
The gracious Soul doth germinate and bud, 
Brit to the Reprobate it doth 1:3 good. 
He's like tbe withered Fig-tree, void of Fruit 3 
A fearful Curſe bath ſmote his very. Root. 
The heart's made fat, the Eyes with blindneſs ſeal 'd; 
The piercing'ft truths the Goſpel ere reveaÞd, _ 
Shall be to him but as the Sun and Ram 
 &re to obdurate Rocks fruitleſs and vain. 


_ 
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Be this your meditation when you walk 

By Rocks and Fenny-grounds, thus learn to talk . 
WWith your own Souls; and let it make you fear 
Left that's your caſe that is deſcribed here. 

This is the beſt improvement you can make. 

Of ſuch bad ground, good Soul, T pray thee take 
Some pains about them , though they barren be, 
Thou ſeeft bow they may yield ſweet Fruits to thee. 


—_ 


CHAP. VII. 
Upon the Plowing of Corn-land. 


The Plowman guides bis Plow with care and kill. 
So doth the Spirit in ſound Convitien (lil. 
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T- requires not only ftrength, but much skill and 
judgment, to manage and guide the Plow. The 
Hebrew word WNT} which we Tranſlate co Plow, 
Ggnihties to be intent, as an Artificer is about ſome 
curious piece of work. The Plow mutt neither go 
too ſhallow nor too deep in the Earth > it muſt not 
indent the ground by making crooked Furrows, 
nor leap and make baulks in good ground 3 but be 
guided as to a juſt depth of Earih, fo to caft the 
Furrow in a ſtraight line, that the floor or ſurface 
of the Field may be made plain. Asit is Iſa. 28S. 25. 


the 


kill. 
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the kingdom of heaven. The meaning, is, that as he 
that plows, muſt have his Eyes always forward, to 
guide and ;diret his hand in caſting the furrows 
firaight and even 3. ( for his hand will be quickly 
out when his eye is off. ) So he that heartily re» 
ſolves for Heaven, muſt addi& himſelf wholly and 
intently to the buſineſs of Religion, and not have 
his Mind intangled with the things of this World, 
which he hath left behind him 3. whereby it appears, 
that the right management cf the Plow, requires as 
much $kill as irength; | 


APPLICATION. 


His Obſervation in Natere, ſerves excellently 
| to ſhadow forth this Propoſition in Divinity. 
That the work of the Spirit in convincing and hum- 
bling the - Heart of. a Sinner, is a work wherein 
much of the wifdom; as well as power of God is 
diſcover:d. The work of Repentance and ſaving 
Contrition, is ſet forth in Seripture 52 
by this Metaphor of plowing, Fer. Glaſjus Riet: 
4. 3. Hoſe 10. 12. Plow up your :fal= 14 P: 300. 
ow gp z that is, be convinced, 
umbled, and broken-i1carted for fin. . 
And the rcfemblance betwixet both Fon be " 
theſe Works, appears in the follow. 
ing Particulaxs. 

(1.) *Tis a hard and difficult work to plow, 
It's reckoned-one of the painfulleft manual Jabours. 
It is alfo a very hard thing to convince and humble 
tae Heart of a ſecure, fiout, and proud finner, in- 
durare in wickedneſs, What Luther faith of a de- 
jcacd Soul, 7h: it is as eafie to raiſe the dead, as to 
comfort ſuch a one. Theſame 1 ay ſay of the fc- 

| H Cure, 
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$2: —FHusbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 
cures confident finner. Tis as eafie to rend the 
Rocks, as to work ſaving Contrition upon ſuch a 
Heart. Citius ex pumice aquam ; all the melting 
Language and carneft Intreaties of the Goſpel, can- 
not urge ſuch a Heart to ſhed a Tear: Therefore 
it's called a Heart of Stone, Ezek. 36.26. a firm 
Rock, Amos 6. 12. Shall borſes run »pon the rock ? 
pill one plow there with Oxen ? Yet when the Lord 
comes in the power of his Spirit, theſe Rocks do 
rend and yield to the power of the Word. 

( 2.) The Plow pierces deep into the boſom cf 
the Earth, makes (as it werc ) a deep gaſh or 
wound in the Heart of it, So doth the Spirit upon 
the Hearts of Sinners ; he picrces their very Souls 
by ConviGion, As 2. 37. When they 


-Keſerioynow beard this, they were pricked ( or pier- 
punctim cedo 0 ceq point blank ) v0 the heart. Then 
Fungenao pene- 


Bo - the IWord divides the Soxl and Spirit, 

Heb. 4. 12. It comes upon the Con- 
icience with ſuch piercing dilemma's, and tilts the 
Sword of ConviQion ſo deep into their Souls, that 
there is no ſenching the Blood, no healing this 


Wound, till Chriſt himfelf come and undertake the | 


Cure. Heret lateri lethalis arundo , this barbed 
Arrow cannot be pulled out of their Hearts by any, 
but the hand that ſhot it in. Diſcourſe with ſuch a 
Soul about his Troubles, and he will tell you, that 
all the ſorrows that ever he had in this World, loſs 
of Etiate, Health, Children, or whatever elſe, arc 
bur Flea-bitings to thisz this (wallows up all our 
Troubles. Sce how 'that Chrifiian Ntobe, Like 
7. 35. is diffolved into Tears. Now deep calleth un- 
to deep at the noiſe of bis water-ſpouts, when the waves 
and billows of God go over the Soul, Spiritual for- 
rows are deep Waters, in which the ſtouteli _ 
mol 


- 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 2 3 
moſt Magnanimous Soul would fink ard drown, did 
not eſis Chrift by a ſecret and ſupporting Hand, 
hold it ap by the Chin. . | 

( 2- ) The Plow rends the Earth in parts and 
pieces, which before was united, and makes thoſe 
parts hang looſe, which formerly lay cloſe. Thus 
doth the Spirit of Conviction rend in ſunder the 
Heart, and its moſi beloved Lults, Foel 2. 13. Rent 
your hearts, and not your garments; that is, rather 
than your Garments 3 for the-(enſe is comparative, 
chough the expreflion be negative. And this rend- 
ing implies not only acute pain 3 fleſh cannot be 
rent aſunder without anguiſh, nor yet only force 
and violence; the Heart is a ſiubborn and knotty 
plece, and will not eafily yield, but it alſo implies 
a diſunjon of parts united : As when a Garment, 
or the Earth, or any continuous Body is rent 3 thoſe 
parts are {cparated which formerly cleaved toge- 
ther. Sin and the Soul were glewed falt togzther 
before, there was no parting of them, they would 
as ſoon part with their Lives, as with their Lzſts 3 
but now when the Heart vs rent for them truly, 
it is alſo rent from them everlalttingly, Ezek. 7. 15. 
to 19. 

( 4.) The Plow turns up, and diſcovers ſuch 
things as lay hid in the Boſom of the Earth before, 
and were covered under a fair green ſurface, from 
the Eyes of Men. Thus when the Lord plows up 
the Heart of a Sinner by Conviction, then the (e- 
crets of his Heatt are made manifelt, 2 Cor. 14. 24, 


25. the moſt ſecret and ſhameful Sins will then * 


out z for the word of God i quick, and powerful, 
ſharper than any trwo-edged Sword, piercing cven to the 
dividing of the ſoul and ſpirit, the joints and marrow, 
and is a quick diſcerner of the thoughts and ſecret in- 
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tents of the heart, Heb. 4. 12. It makes the Fire 
burn inwardly, fo that the Soul hath no reſt till 
Confeſſhon give a vent to trouble. Fain would the 
ſlvMing Sinner conceal and hide his ihame, but the 
word follows him through all his fioful ſhifes, and 
brings him at laft to be his own, both accuſer, wit- 


neſs, and judge. 


(5. ) The work of the Plow Is but opus ordina- 
bile, a preparative. work in order to Fruit. Should 
the Husbandman plow his ground never ſo often, 
yet if the Seed be not cali in and quickned,in vain is 
the Harveſt expe&ed. Thus Conviction alfo is but 
a preparative toa farther work upon the Soul of a 
If it flick there, and go no farther, it 
proves but an Abortive or antimely Birth. Many 
have gone thus tar, and there they have fuck; 
they have been like a Ficld plowed, but not ſfowed, 
which is a matter of trembling conſideration 3 for 
hereby their Sin is greatly aggravatcd, and their 
Eternal Miſery fo much the more increalcd, OQ 
when a poor Damned Creature ſhall with horror 
reflec upon himſelf in Hell, how near was 1 once 
under fuch a Sermon to Convertion 2 My Sins 
were (et in order betore me, my Conſcience awa- 
kened and territied with the guilt of them ; many 
purpoſes and reſolves I had then to turn to God, 
which had they been perfe&ed by anſwerable Exe- 
cutions, 1 had never come to this place of Torment 
buc there I ſtuck, and chat was my- Eternal undo- 
ing. Many Souls. have I known (o terrified with 
the gail: of tin, that they have come rgaring under 
horrors of Conlicience to the Preacherz fo that one 
would thiok fuch a breach had bcen made berwixt 
them and tiny as could never be reconciled 3 and yet 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 85 
as angry as they were in that fit with fin, they 
have hug'd and imbraced them again. 

(6. ) 'Tis beſt plowing when the Earth is prepa- 
red and mollitied by the Showers of Rain, then the 
work goes on {ſweetly and calily, And never doth 
the Heart fo kindly melt, as when the Goſpel 
Clouds diſſolve, and the free Grace and Love of 
Feſus Chriſt comes ſweetly ſhowring down upon it 3 * 
then it rclents and mourns ingenuouſly, Ezek. 16. 
63. That thou maift remember, and be confounded, 
an. never open thy mouth any mere becauſe of thy 
ſhame, when I am pacified towards thee for all that 
thou haſt done. So it was with that poor Penitent, 
Lutke 7. 38. when the Lord Jeſus had diſcovered 
to her the ſuper-abounding riches of his Grace, in . 
the pardon of her manifold Abominations 3 her 
Heart melted within her, ſhe waſhed the Feet of 
Chritt with Tears. ' And indeed, there is as much - 
difference betwixt the Tears which are forced by 
the Terrors of the Law, and thoſe which are ex- 
traced by the Grace of the Goſpel, as there is be- 
twixt thoſe of a Condemned Malefactor, who weeps 
to confider the miſery he is under, and thoſe of a 
pardoned Malefactor, that receives his pardon at 
the foot of the Ladder, and is melted by the Mer- 
cy and Clemency of his gracious Prince towards 

im, ; 
(7.) The Plow kills thoſe rank Weeds which 
grew in the Field, turns them up by the Raors, 
buries and rots them. So doth ſaving Crnvyidion 
Kill fin at the Root, makes the Soul fick of it, be- 
gets indignation in the Heart againft it, 2 Cor. 7. 11: 
The word *Azapdx]noav there hgnitics the ring of 
the Stomach, and being angry even unto fickneſs; . 
religious wrath is the fierce wrath, now the Soul 
ie Ad: 3 cannot 
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Cannot endure Sin, trembles at it. I find a woman 
more bitter than death, ( (faith penitent Solomon ) 
Eccleſ. 7. 26. Conviction like a Surfeit, makes 
the Soul co loath what it formerly loved and delight- 
cd in. | DH 

( 8. ) That Field isnot well plowed, where the 
Plow jumps and skips over good ground, and 
makes baulks, it muſt turn up the whole Ficld alike ; 
and that Heart is not ſavingly convided where any 
Luſt is ſpared and left untouched. Saving Con- 
vicion cxtends it (elt to all fins, not only to fin in 
general, with this cold confeffion, © am 2 ſinner 3 
but to the particulars of fin, yea, to the particulat 
circumſtances ard aggravations of time, place, man- 
ner, occaſions, thus ard thus have I done; to the 
fin of nature, as well as praiſe, Behold I was ſhapen 
in iniquity, Pſal. 51.5. There muſt be no bawlk- 


- ing of any tin the ſparing of one fin, is a ſure Ar- 


gument thou art not truly humbled for any fin. So 
far is the convinced Soul from a fiudious conceal- 
ment of a beloved fin, that it weeps over that more 
than over any other acual ſin. * | 

\ ( 9. ) New ground is much more ecafily plowed 
than that which by long lying out of Tillage, is 
more conſolidated and <lung ' together , by deep- 
rooted Thorns and Brambles, which render it difh- 
cult to the Plowman. This old ground is like an 
old -Sinner, that hath Jain a long time hardening 
under the means of Grace, Othe difficulty of con- 
vincing fuch a Perſon ! Sin hath gor' ſuch rooting 
in his Heart, he is {o habituated to: the reproofs and 
calls of the Word, that-few ſuch are wrought upon. 
How-many young Perſons are called to one obdu- 
rate, inveterate- Sinner ? I do-not ſay but God 
zmay Call home ſuch z.Sovl at the eleventh _ 


_ 
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- 
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but I may ſay of theſe, compared with others, as 
Solomon (peaks, Eccleſ.7. 28. One man among a thous 
Kes ſand bave T found, &c. Few that have long refitt- 
he- ed the Goſpel, that come afterwards to feel the fa- 


ving efficacy thereof. | 


he 
nd REFLECTIONS. 
ie 5 | 
ny I. O Grace, for ever to be admi- 
The true Con- 


ON- red ! that God ſhould ſend forth his "Me mu 
in Word and Spirit to plow up my hard {jo 


r3 | and ſtony Heart! yea, mine, when 
lat he hath-lefe ſo many of more tender, ingenuous, 
n- ſweet, and melting Tempers, without any 'Cul- , 


he ture , or means of Grace, Oh blefled Goſpel ! 
pen {| Heart-diſfolving Voice ! I have felt thine Efhcacy, 
hh- | Ihave experienced thy Divine and Irreliftible Pow- 


r- þ er; thou art Indeed ſharper than any rwo-edged 
So || Sword, and woundelt to the Heart 3 but thy 
al- | wounds are the wounds of a Friend. All the 
Ic wounds thou haſt made in my Soul, were ſo many 

| doors opened to let in Chriſt ; all the blows thou 
ed gavelt my Conſcience, were but ro beat off my Sov! 
is | from fin, which I embraced and had r:tined to 
p- {| my everlaſting ruin,” hadfi chou not ſeparated them 


h- | and me. . O Wiſe and Merciful Phyſician, thou 
in | didfi indeed bind me with Cords of Conviction and 
"g Sorrqw 3 but it was only .to cut out that Stone in my 
n- | Heart, which had killed me if it had continued 
1g 3} there. Oh, how did I firuggle and oppoſe thee, 
ad 7 as if thou hadft come with the Sword of an Ene- 
Ne my, rather than the Lance and Probe of a skilful- 
u- | and tender-hearted Phyſician ? Bleſſed be the day 


d wherein my fin was diſcovered and imbittered !- © 
'S happy Sorrows which prepared for ſuch matciflels 
it - "206 ' Joys? 
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83 Husbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 
Joys ! O bleſſed Hand which turned my Salt Wa: 
ters ivto Pleaſant Wine ! And after many pangs 
and forrows of Soul didft bring forth the Man-child 
of Deliverance ard Peace. | 

2, But O, what a Rock of Ada- 


_—— mant & this Heart of mine ! that ne- 
ion. ver yet was wounded and ſavingly 


pierced for tin by the Terrors of the 
Law, or melting voice of the Goſpel ' long have I 
ſate under the Word, but when did I feel a relent- 
ing pang ? O my Soul! my fiupified Soul ! thou 
haſt got an Antidote againſt Repentance, but haſt 
thou any againſt, Hell? Thou canſfi keep 'out the 
ſenſe of fin now, but art thou able to keep off the 
Terrors of the Lord hereafter ? If thou could turn 
a deaf Ear to the ſentence of Chriſt in the day of 
Judgment, zs cafily as thou doſt to the intreaties 
of Chriſt in the day of Grace, jt were ſomewhat; 
but {arcly there is no defence againft that. Ah, Fool 


knew how to quench thoſe flames they warri me 


f. RR a 
" 3. And may vot.I challenge the 


The ery firli place among all' the Mourners in 
ng Souls Re- the, World, who have loſt all thoſe 


fiction. = : 1 s 
_ Convictions which at ſeveral times 
came upon me under the Word ? I have been of- 


- ten awakened by it, and filled with terrors and 


exemblings under it 3, but thoſe troubles have ſoon 


AYOIN Vis again, ard my Heart ( like Water re- 


;moycd from the. Fire ) return'd. to its native cold: 
veſs. Lord, whai a diſmal caſe am I 1n A Many 
Copyitions have I choaked/and firangled, which it 
ſay bc {ball neyex more be revived, until thou re- 

'Yixe then agaioft me iy Judgment, I have been in 


Ee Es 
Men 


pangs 


that I am, to querych theſe Convictions, unleſs 1 : 


pangs, and brought forth nothing but Wind ; my 
Troubles have wrought no deliverance, neither 
have my Luſts fallen before them : My Conſcience 
indeed hath been ſometimes fick with fin, yea, fo 
fick as to vorvit them up by an external, partial re- 
formation ; but then with the Dog, have I return- 
ed again tomy Vornit, and now I doubt am given 
over to an Heart that cannot repent. Oh that 
thoſe travelling pangs could be quickned again ! 
but alas ! they are ceaſed. I am like a Prifonicr 
eſcaped, arid again recovered, whom the' Jaylor 
loads with double Irons. Surely, O my Soul! if 
thy Spiritual Troubles return not again, they are - 
but gone back to bring Eternal Troubles. It is 
with thee, O© my Soul! as with a Man whoſe 
Bones have been broken, and not wellſert ; who 
muſt, ( how terrible ſoever it appear to him ) en» ' 
dure'the pain of breaking and ferting- them again, 
if ever he be made a ſound Man. O that I might 
rather chuſe to be the Objce of thy wounding Mer- 
cy, than of thy ſparing Cruelty! It rhon plownot 
up my Heart again by compunQion, I know it 
muſt be rent in pieces at laſt by deſperation. © 
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The POEM. 


=O Skill in Plowing, that the Plowman knows, 
For if too ſhallow, or to deep be goes ; 

The ſeed is either buried, or elſe may 

To Rooks and Daws become an eafie prey. 

This as a lively Emblem, fitly may 
Deſcribe the bleſſed Spirits workand way : 


! 
? 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 8g _ 
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Whoſe work on Souls, with this doth ſymbolize 3 
Betwixt them both, thus the reſemblance les. 
Souls are the Soyl, ConviGtion is the Plow. 

God's Workmen draw, the Spirit ſhews them bow. 
'He guides the work, and in good ground, doth bleſs 
His Workmezs pains, with ſweet and fair ſucceſs. 
The beart prepar'd, be ſcatters in be ſeed, 

Which in its ſeaſon ſprings, no Fowl nor Weed 
Shall pick it up, or cboak tbis ſpringing Corn ; 
Til it be bouſed in the heavenly Barn. 

When thus the ſpirit plows up the fallow ground, 

|} When with ſuch fruits his ſervants work ss crown'd ; 
ny Let all the friends of Chrift, and ſoxls ſay now 
\ohl As they paſs by tbe Fields, God ſpeed the Plow. 


Twrn up, O God, the bottom of my beart 3 

And to the ſeed that's ſown, do thou impart 

Thy choiceft bleſing. Though 1weep and monrn ; 

Intbis wet ſeed-time ; if I may return i - , 
With ſheaves of joy ; theſe fully will reward 

My pains and ſorrows, be they nere ſo hard. 


Fape® — x. 


1 Sometimes this Plow thin, ſhelfy ground doth turn > cle 
| That Iittle ſeed which ſj prings, the Sun-beams burn. its 
ME The reſt jncovered les, which Fowls devon © W 
[i Alas | their hearts were touch'd, but nat with power. otl 
The cares and pleaſures of this world bave drown'd Hy 
1 The ſeed, before it peep'd above the ground. hai 
Some ſprings indeed, the Scripture ſaith that ſome | ne 
| Da tafte the powers of the World to come. wl 
| | Theſe Embrio's never come to timely Birth, ing 
| Becauſe the ſeed that's ſown wants depth of earth. fry 
f 
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CHA P, VIIL 
Upon the Seed-Corn. 


The choiceft Wheat iu ſtill reſerv'd for Seed, 


But gracions Principles are choice indeed. 


OBSERVATION. 


Usbandmen are very careful and curious about 
L 4 their Seed-Corn, that it may not only be 
clean and pure, but 'the beſt and moſt - excellent in 
| its kind, Ja. 28. 25. He caftech in the principal 
Wheat. It any be ' more full and weighty than 
other, that is reſerved for Seed. ?*Tis uſual with 
Husbandmen to pick and leaſe their Secd-Corn' by 
hand, that they may ſeparate the Cockel arid Dat- 
nel, and all the lighter and hollow Grains from it, 
wherein they manifeſt their diſcretion, for accord- 
ing to the vigour and goodneſs of the Secd, the 
fruit and production is like to be. | 


APPLICATION. 


- JE choice and principal Seed-corn with which 

_ the Fields are ſowed, after they are prepared 
for it, doth admirably ſhadow forth thoſe excellent 
principles of Grace infuſed into the regenerate Soul, - 
Their agreement, as they are both Seed, is obvious 
in the Ten following Particulars, and their excel- 
lency above other Pajpciples in Seven more. © 
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Corn, and every Seed yielding Fruit, without hu- 
mane Induſiry 3 but fince the Curſe came upon it, 
it muſt be plowed and ſowed, or no Fruit can be 
expected. So Man at firſt had all the Principles of 
Holineſs in his nature, but now they muſt be in- 
fuſed by Regeneration, or elſe his vature js as void 
of holineſs as the barren and untilled Deſart is of 
Corn. 

2. The earlier the Seed is ſown,” the better it is 
rooted and enabled to endure the Aﬀperities of the 
Winter 3 ſo when Grace is early infuſed, when na- 
ture is ſanified in the Bud, Graee is thereby ex- 
ceedingly advantaged : * Twas Timorhy's fingular ad- 


_ vantage, that he knew the Scriptures of a Child. 


3. Froſts and Snows conduce very -much to the 
well.rooting of the Seed, and makes it ſpread, and 
take Root much the better. So do fantiftied Af- 
fictions, which uſually the people of God meet 
with after their Calling, and often in their very 
Seed-time, x Theſ. 1. 6. And you became folowers 
of us and of the Lord, having received the wor”. in 
much affidion. But if they have fair Weather then; 
to be {ure they ſhall meet with Weather hard enough 
afterwards, Heb. x0. 32. But call to remembrance the 


former days, in which after ye were illuminated, ye en- 


-dured a great fight of affliftions. 


4. When the Seed is caſt into the Earth, it muſt 
be covered up by the Harrow 3 the uſe whereof in 
Husbandry, is not only to lay a plain floor (as they 
ſpeak) but to open and let in the Corn'to the bo- 
fom of the Earth, and there cover it up for its ſecn- 
rity, from Birds that would devour it, Thus doth 
the moit wiſe God provide for the fecurity of that 


1. The Earth at firſt naturally brought forth 


Grace, which he at firkt diſſeminated in the Lines 


FRY The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 09 


of his people. He is as well the finiſher as the Aus 
thor of their Grace, Heb. 12. 2. And of this they 
may be confident, that. he that hath begun a good 
work in them, will perform it unto the day of 


Chriſt. The care of God over the Graces of his 


people, is like the covering of the Seed for (ecu- 
rity. 

s; Seed-corn is in its own nature, of much more 
value and worth than other Com 3 the Huf- 
bandman caſtsin the principal Wheat. So are the 
Secds of Grace ſown in the renewed Soul; for it's 
called, The ſeed of God, 1 John 3.9. The divine 
nature, 2 Pet. x. 4, One dram of Grace is far -be- 
yond all the glory of this world ; it's more precl- 
ous than Gold which periſhes, 1 Pet. 1.7., The 
price of it is 'above Rubies, and all that thou canſt de- 
fire is not #0 be compared with it, Prov. 3. 15. | 

6. There 1s a great deal of ſpirit and vigour in a 
little Seed, though it be ſmall in bulk, yet it is 
great in vertue and efficacy» Gracious habits are 
alſo vigorous and cfficacious things. Such. 1s their 


_ tflingey that they overcome the World, 1 Fob. 5: 4. 


Il hatſoever is born of God, overeemeth the world. 
They totally alter and charge the Perſon in whom 
they are. He that perſecuted ns in times paſt, now 
preacheth the faith which once be deſtroyed. They ena-* 
ble the Soul to do and ſuffer great things for God, 
Heb. 11.33, 34, 35. 

7. The italk and carare potentially and virtually 
in-a ſmall Grain of Corn. So are all the fruits of 
obedience which Believers afterwards bring forth to 
God, virtually contained in thoſe habits or ſeeds of 
Grace, *Tis firange to confider, that from a Mu- 
ſtard-ſeed (. which as Chriſt faith is the leaſt of alt 
Seeds.) ſhould grow ſuch great Branches, that the 
 RIIOD | : | - Birds 
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94 Husbandry Spiritaatezed ; Or, 
Birds of the Air may build their Neſfts in them, 
Surely, the Heroical and Famous Acts” and At- 


chievements of the moſt renowned Believers ſprang 


from ſmall beginnings at firſt, to that eminency 
and glory. : 

8. The fruitfulneſs of the Seed depends upon the 
Sun and Rain, by which they are quickned, as is 


opened largely in the next Chapter. And the | 


Principles of Grace in us have as neceffary a de: 


; pendance upon the aſhifiing and exciting Grace 


without us. For though it be true, they are Im- 
morta! Seeds ; yet that is not ſo much from their 
own ſtrength, as from the Promiſes made to them, 
and that conſtant influx from above, by which 
they are revived and preſerved from time to time. 

9. The Seed is fruitful in ſome Soyls more than 


in others, proſpers much better, and comes ſooner 


to maturity. So doth Grace thrive better, and 
grow faſter in ſome Perſons than in others. Towr 
faith groweth exceedingly, 2 Thel. 1.3. Whilſt the 
things that are in others are ready to die, Rev. 3. 2. 
Though no Man's Heart be naturally a kind Soyl to 
Grace, yet doubtleſs Grace is more advantaged in 
{ome diſpoſitions than in others. 

10. And laſtly, their Agreement as Seed ap- 

ars in this, the Seed-corn is ſcattered into all 
parts of the Field, as proportionably and equally as 
may be. Soijs Grace difus'd into all the Faculties, 
Judgment, Will, andall the AﬀeQions are ſowed 
with thele new Principles. ' The God of peace ſaudifie 
you wholly, x Thel. 5.23. 

And thus you (ce, why Principles of Grace are 
called Seed. Now in the next place, ( whichis the 
fecond thing promiſed and mainly deſigned in this 
Chaptcr ) to thew you the choicenel(s and excellen- 


A oa ou»: as mMmwmwowwaa D wp iJÞ ff A ©. 


cy 


. ww. © an man AS 8 VCAu} tas A 


©y of theſe 


"The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 'v; 
Souls are embelliſht and adorned ; and to convince 
you that true Grace excels all other Principles, by 
which other Perſons are a&ed, even as the princi- 
pal Wheat doth the Chaff, and refuſe ftuff, I thall 
here inflitute a compariſon betwixt Grace ant the 
moſt ſplendid, common Gifts in the World, and. 
its tranſcendent excellency. above them all will 
evidently appear in theſe feven following parti- 
culars. | | 

1. The moſt excellent common Gifts come out 
of the common Treaſury of God*s Bounty, and that 
in a natural way. They are but the Improvement 
of a Man's natural Abilities, or (as one calls them ) 
the ſparks of nature blown up by the Wind of a 
more benign and liberal Education 3 but Principles. 
of Grace are of a Divine and Heavenly original and 
extraQion, not educed or raiſed from Nature, but 
ſupernaturally infuſed by the Spirit from on high, 
John 3. 6. That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh, and 
that which is born of the ſpirit is ſpirit, When a Soul 
is fanRiticd by them, he partakes of the divine nature, 
2 Pet. I. 4. is born not of fleſh, nor of blood, nor of 
the will of man, but of God, Fohn x. 13. lo this 
reſpe& they differ from Gifts, as the heavenly Afan- 
ns which was rained down from Heaven differs 
from common Bread, which by pains and induſtry 
the Earth produces in a natural way. | 

2. The beſt natural Gifts afford not that ſweet- 
neſs and ſolid comfort to the Soul that Grace doth 3 
they are but a dry fialk that affords no Meat for a 
Soul to feed on. A Man may have an underftand- 
ing full of light, and an heart void of comfort at the 
ſame time 3 but Grace is a Fountain of pureſt liv- 
ing fireams of peace and comfort, 1 Pet, 1. 8. Be- 
lieving 


holy Principles with which fanGiified * Wt 


" 
LL NT. ID __ 4 a ee att 


iy ——_ —_—_ 


"- 
CO Cz 


” — 
—_ - Gas 46 <0 _—_ _— -_ PE IIT a= - 
_ . n= ay een we 
ABS 4.) "V1, # F 
fo ern. _ OY © © — 


ev a ws 
Dn 4 


—— a 


2 4 IE” _ v7 FO 42 ” 
———_ 4 — 

RT OY hy 

4-5 * PaSagom, 9 <4 


———— 


a 


"Oe a_— ey =o PR > Lt > nes 


” _ SI oo 4 


- Pry RIS wo ——_— o 
- FF #; , # 
$ = 
. 
- 


008 9-1 SO - 


: Kat / dtheod 
- p wag > _ —_— = » arg w _ 
7 ” , 8 W245. + ad 
EG , —_————_————— b x - 
— _ 0m 
OC OI CS TH og GEE ERAS cs 
Nene cos _—_ —__—_—_— 
: 
| 


p «77 


Rr Ty oo ry ATI ” 
pq - > s Y 


®* - 


Lieving we rejoice with joy un 


right in-beart, All true pleafures and delights are 
ſeminally in Grace, Pſal. 97.11. They are fown 
for them in theſe Divine and Heavenly Graces, 
which are glory in the Bud, 

3. Gifts adorn the Perſon, but do 


I not ſecure the Soul from wrath. A 
Toads Head, Man may be admired for them a- 

mong Men, and rejected Eternally 
by God. Who can conſiderately read that fixth 


| Chapter of the Hebrews, and not tremble to think 


in what a forJorn cafe a Soul may be, though ſer off 
and accompliſh: with the raxeft Endowments of this 
kind, Mat. 7. 22. 
ta Chrift in that day, Lord, Lord, bave we not pro- 
phefied in thy name, and in thy name caſt out De- 
vils, &c. and yet themſclves at laſt caſt out as a 
prey to Devils. How Divinely and Rhetorically 
did a Balaam (peak and prophefie , Numb.. 23. 
What rare and excellent Parts had the Scribes and 
Phariſees * Who upon that account were tiled 
principes ſeculi, the Princes of the World, 1 Cor. 
2. 8. What profound and excellent Parts had the 
Heathen Sages and Philoſophers ? Theſe things are 
ſo far from fecuring the Soul againſt the wrath to 
come, that they often expoſe it unto wrath, and arc 
as Oyl to increaſe the Eternal Burnings'; but now 
gracious Principles are the - Eympeyz oujneiay, as 
the Apoſile cails them, Heb. 6. Things that accom- 
pany and have falvation in them. Theſe are the 
things on which the Promiſes of Salvation run ; 
and theſe Treaſures are never found but in Ele& 
Veſlels. Glory is by promiſe affuxed and made 
over to him that poſſciles them. There is but a 
| : little 


able and full of gle- 
ry: Light is Jown for the righteous, and joy for theup- 


We read, that many ſhall ſay | 


[lictle poitit of time betwixt him and che glorified. ' 
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Spiritz above. And how inconfigerable a matter . is 
a little time, which contracts and winds up apace ? 
For now is our ſalvation nearer than when we believed 
And hence the Scriptures ſpeak of them as oy, 
faved, Rom. 8. 24. We are ſaved by bope, becaiilc 

its as ure as if we were in Heaven. We are made 
to fit in heavenly-places. 

4. Gifts may damnific the Perſon thar poſſs 
them 3 and it may be better in reſpe&t of a Mans 
own condition he had never had them, Knowledge 
( faith the Apoſile ) puffeth #þ, 1 Cor. 8. 1. makes 
the Soul proud and flatulent. *Tis a hard thing to 
know much, and not taknow it too much. . The 
Saints knowledge is better than the Scholars; for 
he hath his own heart inftcad of a Commentary to 
help him. Ariſtotle aid, A little knowledge about 
heavenly things, though conjearal, is better than 
mach of earthly things, though certain. The world 
by wiſdom knew not God, ( faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
I. 21.) (z.c.) Their Learning hanged in their 
light, they were too wiſe to ſubmit ro the implicity 
of the Goſpel. The excellent Parts of the old He- 
reticks, did bur ferve to Midwife into the World the 
Monttrous Birth of Soul-damning H acfies. Cpit 
abs te ornari diabolus, as Auftin ſaid to that ingeni- 
ous young Scholar z The Devil defires to be adorn- 
ed by thee. But now Gracc in it (elf is not ſubje&t 
to fuch* abuſes, it cannot be the proper univocal 
cauſe of any. evil cffe& : It cannot puff up the Heart, 
but always humbles it 3 nor ſerve the Devils deligng, 
but ever-oppoſes ther. 

5. Gifts may be given a Man for the fake of 
others, and nut out of love to himſelf, they are but 
as an excellent Diſh of Mcac which a Man ſends to.2 


I Nurſe, 
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Nurſe, not for her ſake ſo mu | 
that ſucks her. - God indeed makes uſe of thery. to 
do his Children good, the Chusch is benefited, by 
therr.,. thongh themſelves are but like Cooks, they 


prepare excellent Diſhes on_ which the Saints feed, 


and are nouriſhed, . though themſelves taſte chem 
not. They are dona os non ſanificantia, 
miniſiring but not ſancifying Gifts, proceeding 
not from the good will of God to kim that hath 
them, but to thoſe he benefits by them. And Oh, 
what a ſad conſideration will this be one day to ſuch 
a Perſon, to think, I helped ſuch a Soul co Heaven, 
while 1 my (elf muſt lodge in Hell ? | 

6, Sin in the raign and power of it, may cohabit 
with the moſt excellent natural Gifts under the ſame 
roof, I mean in the fame Heart. A Man may 
have the Tongne of an Angel, and the Heart of a 


Devil. The wiſdom of the Philoſophers (faith Lac- 


zantius ) non excindit vitia ſed abſcondit, did not 
root out, but hide their Vices. The Learned Pha- 
riſees were but painted Sepulchers; Gifts are but as 
a fair Glove drawn over a foul Hand. But now 
Grace is incompatible with ſin in dominion ; it pu- 


rifies the Heart, AGs 15. 9. cleanſes the Confci- 


ence, Heb. 9. 14. crucifics the Af ions and Luſts 
of the Fleſh, Gal. 5. 24. is not content wich the 
concealment, but ruin of corruptions. 

7. And laſtly, Gifts muſt leave us at laſt, Whe- 
ther there be knowledge, that ſhall ceaſe. All fleſh is 
groſs, and the goodlineſs of it as the flower of the 
graſs ; the graſs withers, the flower fadeth, but the 


word of the Lord abideth for ever, Ila. 40. 6.8. 


Many times they leave a Man before Death. One 
knock, if it hit right ( as one ſaith) may make a 
Wiſe Man a Fool. But to be ſure, they all leave us 

= aſl 


ſake ſo much. as for his Child 
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atideath, Datb'not bis*excellency which is in bimgo 
away? Fob 4.21; yea, then'all natural exceMlency 
departs. . Dcath firips the Sout'of all thoſe ſplendid 
Ornaments, then the (Rhetorical Tongue is ſtruck - 
Dumb; the nimble Wir arid curivus' Fancy ſhall en - _ 
tertain your Ears' with no more pleaſant diſcourſes. 
Nunguam Jooos Aabld, as Adrian ſaid to his depart- 
ing Soul; 'but Grace aſcends' with the Soul into 
Eternity, and- there-rtceives its perfe@ion and: ace 
complifhment.:: Gifts take their leave of the Soul, 
as Orpþa ' did of Naomi 3 but Grace faith then as 
Ruth, .Where (thou goeſt I will 'go, arid where thoxt 
lodgeſt'T will lodge, ' a#d nothing ſhall ſeparate thee and 
»7e. Now put all this together, and then judge 
whether the Apbitle' ſpake Hyperboles, when: he 
faid, *Civet earneſtly the beſt gifts, and yet I ſhew nnto 
you 4 more excellent 'way, 1 Cor. 12. alt. And thus 
you have the choicenets 'of theſe Principles allo. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


The Lines are fallen to rhe in a - BE. 
pleafantplace, may the gracious Soul Te Cn 
fay.' How defcQive foever lam in gion. | 
Gifts, - yet bleſſed be © the Lord, - who 
hath ſown the: iSecds of true Grace in my Heart. 
What though I am rfot famed and honoured among 
Men, let it ſufhce me that I am precious in the Eyes 
of the Lord, Though he hath not abounded to me 
m Gifts.of: Nature, yet bleſſed be $2: God and Father 
of my Lord Feſis Chriſt, who hath abounded to me in 
ail ſpirituia]' bleſſings, in' heavenly places, in Chrift Fe- 
ſas, Eph. 1. 3. Is not a true Jev 3}, though {purn'd + . 
in the dirt, more precious than « falſe one, though 
ſet in Gold 2 -Why art thou troubled, O my Soal, 

I 2 | _ 


m_— 
—_—_ 


- ” w_—_ Re ny ve = _-— Sat + 
"_—_ - < A _ _ PI - 
- — —— WT—_T WW OR CO RET ou _— - 


ot YATES ARR 9. io 4 


= 
__ . Jo_ = : 
- 3-4-4 Ft by L v8 ty $ I k 
- . _— = ocean... _ Afi 
«A —_ Thu. wg - ——__— _ Jad _ 
wv _ _ - = oy an A — 
me a IT 
- —_— © SEE as _ 
| > w - 
« AIG 4 Es : | 
Fas 24 AVENUES AO I ont ARES une rain RENE 6 AER FA 99 > 5". "Ee I 
yo I _ 
FT =« *. 4 
- o - 4m. _ -_ a - = Soo A : 


for the want of theſe things which:Reprobates'may 
have ? And art riot rather admixing and bleſſing 
'God for thoſe: things which none bur the Darlings 
and Favourites 'of Heaven can have ? Is not an 
.Qunce of . pure Gold moxe:valuable than many 
Pounds of gilded Braſs ? What though the Dews of 
Helicon deſcend not upon my Head, .if, in the: mean 
time the (weere influences of ;;Sjon :fall upon my 


Heart ? O niy God! how much ſocyer. others are 


eclaced by the light cf their knowledge, I haye' cauſc 
with humility to adore thee for the- heaveuly: heat 
wich which thou haft warmed my Afﬀections. + 
"RES Pauſe a. while . my. 'Sout updn--this 
'*. ary point. With:what Seed is my' Heart 
io. fownr, and of what. kind are thoſe 
things wherein I excel others? Are 
they indeed ſpecial Secds of Grace, or common Gifts 
and natural Excellencies?. It the latter, lire tauſe 
have 1 to pride. my {elf in them, were they ten thou- 
ſand times more than they are. If theſe things be 
indeed the things that accompany Salvation, 'the 
Sced of God, the true and real work of Grace, 
then ( 1. ) How comes it to paſs, that 1 never 
found any throws or travelling panrgs in. the pro- 
duction of them? It's affirmed, and: generally--ac- 
knowledged, that the new Creature is never brought 
forth without ſuch pains and compun@ions of Heart, 
AQs 2. 37. Thave indeed often telt an aking Head, 
whilt ] have read and ſiudied to increaſe my 
knowledge; but when did | fee] an aking Heart 


' for fin? Oh, I begin to ſuſpe4, that it is not right. 


Yea, . ( 2. ) And my ſuſpicion increaſes whiles I 
confider that Grace is of an humbling nature, 1 Cor. 
15. iO, Lord, how have |] been elated by my 
Gifts, and valucd my fclf above what was meet ? 
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O how have I delighted in the noiſe of the Phariſees | | | | 


Trumpet ! M2, 6. 3. No Mulick fo ſweet as that. 


Say, O my Conſcience, have I not delighted more li 


in the Theater, than the Cloſet? In the praiſe of. 
Men, than the approbation of God ? Oh, how 
many evidences doft thou produce againſi me? In- 
deed theſe are fad ſymptoms that 1 have ſhewed 


thee, but there is yet another which renders thy . | 


caſe more ſuſpicious yetz yea, that which thou 
canſt make no rational defence againſt, even the in- 
effcualneſs of all thy Gifts and Knowledge to mor- 


tithe any. one of all thy Luſis. It's beyond all dif- 


pute, that Gifts may, but Grace cannot contift 
without ro:tification of fin, Gal. 5. 24 Now 
what Luft hath fallen before theſe excellent Parts of 


' mine ? Dothnot Pride, Paſſion, Coverouſnels, and 


indeed. the whole body of fin live and thrive in'me 
as much as ever? Lord, I yield the. cauſe, I can 


defend it no longer againſt my "Conſcience, which | 


caſis and condemns me by full proof, to be but in 2 
wretched, curſed,” lamentab!le ſtate, notwithſtand= 
ing all my Kntwledge and flouriſhing Gifts. O 


| ſhew me a more excellent way, 'Lord ! that I had 


the ſincerity. of 'the pooreſt Saint though 1 ſhould 
loſe the applauſe -of all my Parts: With theſe 1 
(ce I may go to' HY, but without ſame better thing 
no hope of Heap, Ts 
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With which you ſow your ſeveral plots of ground. 
Seed-wheat doth far excel in dignity, "— 
The cheaper Barley, and the courſer Rye 
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' Though in themſelves they good and whole ſoon are 3. 
"Tet theſe with choiceſt Wheat may not compare 34 
Mens bearts like fields are ſowed with different Grain 3 


Some baſer, ſome more noble, ſome again 


Excelling both the former, more than IWheat 
Exeels that Grain, your Swine and Horſes eat. 
. For Principles of meer Mortality, 


Like Cummin, Barley, Fitches, Peaſe, cr Rye : 
In thoſe men's hearts are often to be found, 
Whom yet the Scripture calleth curſed ground. 
And nobler Principles than theſe ſometime 


Call'd common Grace, and Spiritnal Gifts which ſhine 
Jn ſome mens beads, where is their habitation 1 


Tet they are no companions of Salvation. 


Theſe purcheſe honour both from great and ſi mall ; 


But I muſt tell thee that if this be all; 


Thowgh like an Angel in theſe Gifts thox ſhine, 


Among blind WE for a little time:.. 

The day's at hand, .when ſuch as thow-muſt take 
Thy Lot with Devils im th infernal Lake. 

But Principles of ſpecial ſaving Grace, 


IF boſe ſeat js in the heart, nt head.or, face: 

Like ſolid Wheat ſowen in a fruatful field 

Sball ſpring aud flouriſh, and at laſt will yield 
A glorious Harveſt of | Eternal Reſt, | 
To him that nowriſb 4 them Withyn \bis Breſt. 


'O Grace | how Orient art thou | how Pivine . 


What is the glory of all Gifts to thine ! 


- Diſſenanats this o_ within my heart, 


My God I pray thee, b. thou fhouldf impart 
The leſs of Gifts ; fe gc may truly Fe ay, 
That rhe baft bew'd goa Wors £5 mer. way. 
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CHAP. IX. 


- Upon Springing Weather after Seed-time. 


By: Heavens influence, Corn and Plants do ſpring, 
Goll's ſhowers of Grace do make bis Valleys fing. 
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OBSERVATION. 


77 HE Earth after that it is plowed and fowed, 

muſi be watered and warm'd with the Dews 
and Influences of Heaven, or no Fruit can be ex- 
peed. - If God do tiot open to you his good Trea- 
ſure, the Heayens to give Rain unto the Land in 
its (cafon, and bleſs all the work of your hands, 
as it is Det. 28. 12, The Earth cannot yield her 
increaſe, The order and dependance of natural 


cauſes in the productions of Fruit, is excellently de= - 


ſcribed, Hoſi 2. 21, 22. 1 will bear the Heavens, 


and they ſhall bear the Earth; and the Earth ſpall 
bear the Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, and they. fball bear 
Fezreel. TFezreel muſi have Corn, and Wine, and 


. Oyl, or they cannot live; they cannot have it, un- 


le(s the Earth bring it forth, the Earth cannot bring 
it forth without the Heavens, the Heavens cannot 
yield a drop unleſs God. hear them 3 
that is,” unlock and'open them. * Na- 
ture and natural Cauſes are nothing 
elle but the order in which God 
works. This : fome Heathens by the. 
light 'of Nature acknowledged, and 


aliud ef quam 
arunorum 0- 
perum ordo. 

. Brenrius. 


therefore when they went to plow in the Morning, 


I 4 they 
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they did lay one hand upon the Plow 
Weem's Cerem. ( to (ſpeak theis own part to be pain- 
Law. fulneſs ) and hold up the other hand 
to Ceres the Goddels of Corn, to ſhew, 

that their expecation of plenty was from their ſup- 
poſed Deity. I fear many Chriſtians lay both hands 
to the Plow, and ſeldom life up heart or hand to 
God, when about that Work, There 
Smith's Efrx was an Husbandman (faith Mr. Smith) 
Dove. that always ſowed good Seed, but 
never had good Corn at laft,a Neigh- 

bour came to him, and ſaid, I will tel] you what 
probably may be the cauſe of it 3-it may be ( ſaid 


| he) you do not ficep your Seeds no \truly, faid 


the other, nor ever did I hear: that - Seed muſt be 
ſteeped 3 yes ſurely, ſaid: his Neighbons; and I will 
tell you how, it muſt be ſteeped in Prayer. When 
the party heard this, he thanked him for his Coun- 
ſel, reformed his fault, and had as gocd Corn as 
any. Man whatſoever. Surely, it is not the Huf- 
bandman's, but God?s fieps that drop fatnefs. Al- 
water terra, the Earth indeed is a fruitful Mother, 
but the Rain which fecundates and fertilizes it, hath 
na other Father but God, Fob 35. 25. 


APPLICATION. 


Souls to be made fruitful in Grace and Holi- 
neſs, without the Dews and Influences of Ordi- 
nances, and the bleffing of God up-n.them, as for 
the: Earth to yield her Fruic without::the natural 
iofluences of Heaveo ; for:look, what Dews, Show- 
ers, and clear ſhinings after Rain are tothe Fields, 
that the Word and Ordinances of: God are. to the 
S: | Souls 


A S impoſſible it is ( in an ordinary. way ) for 


"The heavenly ofe of earthly things. 103 


Souls of Men. My dotirine ſhall drop as the rain, ay 


ſpeech ſhall diſtil as the'dew, as the ſmall rain won the 
tender herb, and as the ſhowers upon the graſ5, Dent. 
32.2. Foras the rain and ſnow cometh down from hea- 
ven, and watereth the earth, and maketh i bring forth 
and bud; ſo ſhall my word be that goeth forth of my 
mouth, Iſa. 55. 10, 11. And as the DoGrine ofthe 
Goſpel is Rain, ſo Goſpel Miniſters are the Clouds 


in which thoſe heavenly Vapours are bound up, 


The reſemblance lyes in the following particu- 
lars. | | 

1. The Rain comes from Heaven, As 14. 17. 
He pave us rain from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, &c. 
The Dodtrine of the Gofpel is alſo of an .heavenly 
extraQtion and deſcent, they are heavenly Truths 
which are brought to you in carthen Veſſels, things 
that were hid in God, and- come from his Boſom, 
Eph. 3. 9. What Nicademws (aid of Chrift, is in a 
proportion true of evety faithful difpenſer' of the 
Goſpel, Thou art a teacher come from God, Fobn 3. 2, 
You are not to look upon the Truths which Mini. 
fters deliver, as the meer effects and fruits of their 


Inventions and Parts, they are: but the Conduits - 


through which thoſe Celeſtial Waters -are conveyed 
to you. *Tis all heavenly, the Officers from Hea- 


ven, Eph. 4. 12: iTheir Dofirine hom Heaven, 


Eph. 3. 8, 9. The Efficacy and Szcceſs of it from 
Heaven, 1 Cor. 3. 3: What I received of the Lord 


( ſaith Paul ) that have I delivered unto you, 1 Cor. 


11..23. The ſame may every Gufpcl Minilicr ſay 
too. That's the firſt. | 

And then ( 2dly. ) The Rainfalls by Divine 
diretion'and appointment 3 He cauſes it to rain up- 
on" one" City, and not upsn another, Amos 4-7, | You 


ſhall-often ſce a Cloud diffelve and ſperd it" elf, - 
| upon... 
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upon one place, when there is not a drop within « 
few Miles: of it. . . Thus is .the Goſpel ſent to ſhed 
its rich influences upon one place, and not upon - a- 
another 3 ic pours down ſhowers of bleſſings upon 
one Town: or Pariſh, whilk others arc dry like the 
ground which lay near to Gidecon's wet Fleece.To you 


' 4 the word of this ſalvation ſeut, Acts 13. 26. Sent, 


It comes not by chance, but by commiſſion and. ap- 


| Pointment, and it's ſent #0. you by ſpecial direRion. - 
Miniſters can no more go whither they pleaſe, than 


the failing Clouds can move againſt the Wind. 


Paul and Timothy, two fruitful Clouds ( that ſent 


down many ſweet refreſhing| ſhowers upon. every 
place whither they came ) : the Lord: fene them 
through Phrygia and Galatia, but forbad them to 
preach the Word in fie, AGs 16. 6. And when 
they eſſayed to go into Bithynia, the ſpirit ſuffered them 
net, v. 7. But a Manof Macedonia appears.to Paul in 
a Viſion, and prayed him, {ay, Come over to Mace- 


donia and belp ws, v. 9g. Thus you ſec how the | 
.oſtical, as well as the zatzral Clouds, are moved 

according to Divine Counſel:z avd though. Mini- | 
- ers are not now diſpoſed to their re{pecive places, 


in fuch an extraordinary way, yet there is fill a 


{ſpecial hand of the Spirit ' guiding their motions, 


which .is ſcen partly in qualifying them for ſuch a 
people, and partly in drawing out their hearts to 
elc& and call them, and inclining their hearts to 
accept the Call. | x 

3. There is a great deal of difference in the 
ſhowers of Rain'that fall upon the Earth. Some- 
times you have an haſty ſhower, which makes. the 
ways fleet, and the Streets run, but it's: gone pre- 


ſently, the Earth hath but little benefit by.cit-z4and 
ſometimes you have! a ſweet, gentle, ſoaking tain, 


that 


' The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 1o7 
that moderately ſoaks'to the Root, and refreſhes 
the Earth abundantly. This is called the ſmall 
Rain, and the former, the great rain of his ſtrength, 
Fob 37.6. So it is in thele Spiritual ſhowers, the 
effe&s of ſome Sermons, ( like a ſudden ſpout of 
Rain) are very tranſient, that touch the heart a 
little tor preſent, by way of: Conviction'or Com- 

- | fort, but it fleets away immediately, Jam. 1. 23. 

. | At other times the Goſpel like a ſetled moderate 
Rain, ſoaks to the Root, to the very Heart. $6 
did that {weet ſhower which fell, 4&s 2.37. It 
ſearched the Root, it went to the Heart; the in- 
fluences of it are ſometimes abiding, atd do much 
longer temain in, and refreih the heart, than the 
Rain doth the Earth. There beeffects left in ſome 
hearts, by ſome Sermons and Duties, that will ne- 
ver out of itas long as they live, TI will never forget 
thy precepts, for by them thou haſt quickned me, Plal. 
119. 93s - 

The Rain is moſt beneficial co the Earth, when 
there come ſweet, warm Sun blaſis with, or after it. 

* | This the Scripture calls, 2 clear (vining after rain, 
2 Sam. 23.4. by which the ſeminal virtue 'of the 
Exrth is drawn forth,. and then the Herbs and 
Flowers, and. Com ſprout abundantly. - $6 it fs 
with Goſpel-ſhowers, when the Sun of Righteouf- 
neſs opens upon poor Souls under the Word, dart- 
ing down the Beams of Grace and Love upon then), 
whilſt they are attending on it, ( juſt as. you ſome- 
times fee 2 fieet ſhower fall while the Sun ſhines 
out ) Q how comfortable 'is this ! and effeQual to 
melt che heart! And as the warm Rain is*moſt re- 
freſhing, fo when the. word comes warmly, from 
the melting AﬀeRions of the Preacher, whoimparts.. 
not only the. Goſpel,' but! his -own . Soul with" it; ©, 


1 by 


x08 Hurbandry Spiritualized'; Or, 


' 1 Thiſ: 2. 8. This- doth abundantly more goodff P** 
than that which drops coldly from the Lips 'of the Oyl. 
unaffcRed Speaker. = ; 

im 


5. Showers of Rain do exceedingly refreſh the 
Earth, as a Man is refreſhed by a draught of Water, 7/4 
when his Spirits are even ſpent. O how welcome| Y3Y 
is 2 ſhower to the thirſty ground ! Hence the little And 
Hills axe faid to rejoice on every fide, yea to ſhont firſt 
for joy, and ſing when a ſhower comes, Pſal. 65, 1 
I2, 13. ' But never was ſhower of Rain fo (wecth Spiri 
refreſhing co the thirſty Earth, as Gofpel-ſhowers He g, 
| are to gracious Hearts, Col. 4. 8. it. comforts their Evan 
It very Hearts. What joy was there in Samaria,þf""/** 
when the Goſpel came to that place ? 4&s 8. 8, 
It revives the Soul, 'tis mel in ore, melos in aure, ju 
was .  bilum incorde, Honey in the Mouth, Melody in the 
LINN Ear, and a very Jubilee in the Heart. mn 4 
1! 6. Rain is neceflary at Seed-time,' to make rea} 

dy the Earth, to receive the Seed; Pſzl. 65. 9, 10) 

Thou vifiteſ# the earth, and watereſt it; thou greatl) l& 

inricheft it with the River of God, which is full of wa Fe 

ter > thou prepareſt them Corn, when thau haſt ſo pro- _ 
vided for it ; thou watereſt the ridges 1bereof abundant: - _ 
ly, thou ſetteſt the furrows thereof, thou makeſt it ſoſt mo 
with ſhowers, thou bleſſef# the ſpringing thereof. And ouds 
*-this the Scripture calls the former Rain. And «FF? 
* this is neccffary about Secd-time, fo the latter Rain lcpiſ 
Wo is as needful about caring-time, to diſcloſe the ear, w_ 
YM! and to bring it co perifc&ion 3 both theſe are great | 
| Bleſhngs to the Earth, aud conduce to a plenty Bo 
0 Harveſt, Foe! 2.-23, 24. Be glad then ye children off . 
Sion, and rejoice in the Lord your God, for he hath 
Mderately, and he will cauſe}. 
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= given you the former rained 
#" to come down for you thewlhg" the former and the latte 
rain in the firſt month,' ane the floors ſhall be full o 
- Wheat 
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' The heavenly aſe of carthly things. 109 
Wheat, and the fates ſhall overflow with' Wine and 
Oyl. ' Thus the Goſpel hath a double ulc and bene+ 
fit alſo. It's necefſary as the former Rain at Secd- 
time; it cauſes the firſtſpring of Grace in the Heart, 


way ) no (pring of Grace without it, Prov. 29. 18. 
| 1 And as this former Rain is neceſſary to cauſe che 
firſt ſpring'of Grace, ſo alſo it hath the-ufe of the 
65, latter Rain to ripen thoſe precious Fruits' of 'the 
«tly Spirit: in the Souls of Bclievers, Eph. 4. 11, T2, 13. 
reve i He gave ſome Apoſtler, and ſome Prophets, and ſome 
Evanpelifts,' and forme Paſtors and Teachers, for the 
erfelting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, 
or the edifying of the Body. of Chriſt, till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son 
f God, to a perfeft man, unto the meaſure of the ſta« 


pure of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Were all the eleF con- 


rerted unto God, yet (ill there would be a neceſi: 
y of a Goſpel Miniſtry. | ; 
7. After a great glut of Rain, nſually there 
omes a drought; 'tis a common Countrey Proverb, 
Wh and dry, pay one another. And truly when a peo- 
llc are glutted with a fulneſs of Goſpel-mercics, it's 
ſual with God to ſhut up and refirain the Goſpel- 
And Fouds, thatfora time ( at leaft ) there be no Dews 
4 x; P22 them, and thereby "teach them to prize their 
Iefpiſed ( becauſe common ) Mercies at an higher 
Fate. For as a good Man orce taid, ' Mercies are 
et known by the Back, and moſt prized when moſt 


«ous, there was no open Vijion, 1 Sam; 3.1.7 \ It is 
With Spritual as with Temporal Food; ſhghted' when 


it of Bread is precious. Feruſalem rermembred in 


; days of her atfi:Rion, and of her miſery, all her 


Pſal. 19. 7; And there could be, ( in an ordinary 


ranted. In thoſe days the Word of the Lord mas pre- | 
lentgous, but if a Famine once come, then every _ 


pleafang 
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pleaſant things chat ſhe had in the days of old, | ©: 
Lam, x.7. *Tis both a; finful and dangerous thing ki; 
( 


to wantonnize with Goſpel-mercies, and deſpile the 
plaineſt.-( if faithful ) Miniſters of the Goſpel. The lo! 
time may-come when you may be glad of the plain- 
eſt, Sermon, from the Mouth of the meaneſt Emi 
baſſador of Ghritt. PETS 

. - 8, To, conclude, the Prayers of Saints are the 
Keys that open and (hut the natural Clouds, and 
cauſe. themeither to give out, or with-hokd their in- . 
fluences, . Fames 5. 18. Elias was @ man ſibjed to lik © 


paſſions as we are, and be prayed earnefily that it might do 
not rain; and i rained not on the earth. by #be ſpace of tio 
three years and fix months 3 aud be prayed again, aud .” 
the beavens gave rain, 'and the earth brought forth fruit oh 
God hath ſubj:Recd the works. of his hands to theſſ 


Prayers of his Saints, 1/2. 45. 11. B04 * 

Prayer is alſo the golden Key which opens theſe _ 
Myltical Goſpel-clouds, and diſſolves them into I ; 
ſweet gracious ſhowers. God will have the wholkf| 77 
work of the Miniſtry carried on by the Prayers of his 
people, they firft obtain their Minifters by Pxayet,| 
Like 10. 2. Pray ye the Lord of the Harveſt, to ſend 


forth laboxrers into the vineyard. Itis by the help 0 ) 
Prayer, that they are carricd on, and enabled to cx} ** 
ercile their Miniſtry, They may tell their/people "© 
as a great General once told his Soldiers, That he _ 
flew upon their wings. Pray for me (ſaith the great Ly 

Apolile ) that utterance may be given me, that 1 ma) ms 
open-my mouth boldly, to make known the myſteries i 1 q 
the Goſpel, Eph. 6. 19. Yea, bythe Saints Prayenf 23" 
it is, that Minitiers obtain the f{ucceſs and fruits 0 __ 
their Labours, 2 Tbeſ. 3. 1. Finally bretbren, proj ©" 
for us, that the word of the Lord may bape free courſe = 


and be glorified, even as it 4 with yuws And ny 6 
Y 


"_ 1 S 1 


12 | have Be > ROE, Now, Oh! pk theſe 
; Truths might come down in ſweet ſhowers upon 
ns the Hearts both of Miniſters and Papi, in. Gp fob. 
The lowing RefleQions. | 


_— B. REFLECTIONS. 


Fo. 1. Am I then a Cloud? And is | 
and TY DoRrine as Rain to water the 3) CO 
Lord's Inheritance ? And yet do I - diate. 4 
lik think it much to. be toſſed up and | 

down by the furious Winds and Storms: of Perſecu- 
© of tion 2 Do I not-ſce the Clouds above me in conti- 

nual motions and agitations ? And ſhall I Dream 
of a fixed f(etled ſlate? No, falſe Teachers, who are. 
the# Clouds without Rain, are more likely to. enjoy; 
that than.I. Which: of all the Prophets have not: 
becn .tolſed and hurtied' worſe-than 1? Ads 7. 52. 
He chat will not let Men alone to be quict- in their 
Lufts, muſt expect butlittle quiet from Men in this 
Life. But, it is cnough Lord, that a reſi remaineth 
| for thy Servant, let me be ſo wile to- ſecure a reſt 
to come, and not fo vain to expe&t it on Earth. 

2. And, O that I might Qudy thoſe infiraQting 
Clouds, from which, as from the Bottles of Hea- 
ven, God pours down refre{hing {ſhowers to quench 
and fatisfic the thizity Earth ! In chis may I reſem- 
ble them, and come amovgſt the people of the 
Lord, in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the Goſpel of 
Chrift, Rom. 15, 29. O let not thoſe thirſty Souls 
that wait for me as for the Rain, Fob 29. 23. Re- 
turn like the Troops of Tema, aſhamed with their beads 
covered, Fob 6. 19. O that my Lips might refreſh 
many ! Let me never be like thoſe empty Clouds, 
which deceive the hopes of thirſty Souls; but lee 
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my DoRrive deſcend as the Rain, and diftiF'as the 
Dew, and let char plot of chine Inheritance which 


thou haft aſſigned to me, be as a Ficld which the 
Lord hath bleſſed. 

3. Once more, lift up thine Eyes to the Glouds, 
and behold, to how great an height the Sun hath 
mounted chem, for by reaſon of their (ublimity it is 
that they are called the Clouds of Heaven, Mat. 
24. 30. 
Lee. my Heart and Converſation be both there ! 
Who-is more advantaged for an heavenly Life than 
I}? Heavenly Truths are the ſubje&s of my daily 
Rudy, and (hall carthly things be the objeQts of my 
daily Delights and Loves ? God forbid that ever my 
earthly Converſation ſhould contradi&t and ſhame 
my. heavenly Calling and Profeſſion. Shine forth 
thou glorious Sun of Rightcouſneſs, and my Heart 
(hall quickly be attracted and mounted above theſe 
viſible Clouds, yea, and above the aſpecable Hea- 
vens, 


for private my Habitation is upon the Moun- 
Chriſtians. tina of Gilboa, #an there are no 
For thoſe tha Dews ! Ah ſad Lot, that I ſhould be 
want a Goſpel like Gideon's dry Fleece, whilft the 
_ Mioifiry. ground round aboat me is wet with 


| the Dew of Heaven! O thou that 
commandeſt the Clouds above, and opencfi the 
Windows” of Heaven 3 remember, and retreth this 
parched Wilderneſs, wherein I live, with ſhowers 
of Grace, that we may not be as the Heath in the 
Delart, which feeth not when good cometh, nor 
inhabit the parched places of the Wilderneſs, 


Lord, let me be a Clond of Heaven too! ff. 


4. Is the Goſpel Rain, and its Mi- ; 
- 3- RefleRions nifters Clouds 2 Woe is me then, that 


2, o 
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= O Lotrd, thou halt cauſed | the 


enjoy aGoſpel 


he | Clouds, thou openefi the Celeſtial Miniſtry. 


Caſements from' above ,. and daily 

Is, ſende(t down ſhowers of Golſpel-blefhngs; O that 
th | I mightbe as the parched Earth under chem ! not 
'is | for barfenneſs, but for thirſtineſs. Let me ſay, 
at. My ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the Courts of 
oO! |ft- the Lord; that I might there ſee the Beauty of the 
ec! | Lord. Dech the ſpungy Earth fo greedily ſuck up 
an || the ſhowers;''and open as many Mouths as there 
ily | are clefts in it, to receive what the Clouds dif- 
ny | penſe? And- ſhall thoſe precious Soul-ioriching 
my | ſhowers fleet away. unprofitably from me ? If ſo, 
me then, + | 
rth 3. What an account have I to 
art | make for all choſe Goſpel-bleſſings por unprofics- 
eſe | that I have'cnjoyed? For all thoſe ble Hearers. 
ea- | Goſpel-dews and ſhowers wherewith | 

| Ihave been watered Should I be found fruitleſs 
Mi- | atlaft, it will fare better with the harren and un- 
hat | cultivated Wilderneſs than with me ; more tolera- 
an- | ble for Indians and Barbarians that never heard the 
no | Goſpel, than for me: that have beer ſo affiduouſly 
| be | and plenteouſly watered by it. Lord, whata diffe- 
the | rence wilt chou pur in the great day, betwixt fim-' 
ith | ple and pertinacious barrenneſs ! Surely, if my root 
hat | be not rottennefs, ſuch heavenly waterings and in- 
the | fluences as theſe, will make it ſpcout forth info 
this | fruits of obedience. 


. - 
, — 
; 
: 
© 


Heavens above me t6 'be black with F! thoſe that 
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The POEM. 


HE Vegetables here below depend, : 
Upen thoſe Treaſures which the Heavens do ſpend 

Moſt bounteouſly upon them \, to preſerve 
Their being, and their beauty. This may ſerve - 
To ſhadow forth a beavenly Myſtery, wi 
Which thus preſents it ſelf before your Eye. - © 
As when the Snn draws near us inthe Spring, 
All Creatures do rejoice, Birds chirp and ſings. « 
The face of nature ſmiles, the Fields adorn 
Themſelves with rich Embroideries. The Corn 
Revives, and ſhooteth up, the warm ſweet Rain 
Makes Trees and Herbs ſprout forth and ſpring amain. 


* Walk but the Fields in ſuch a fragrant Morn, 
How do the Birds your Ears with Muſick, Charm ! 


The Flowers their flaming Beauties do preſent 
Unto your Captiv'd Eyes ; and for their ſcent, 
The ſweet Arabian Gums cannot compare 5. 
Which thus perfume the circumambient Air. 
So, when the Goſpel ſheds its chearing Beams 


- UII, 


On gracious Souls ;, like thoſe ſweet-warming gleams, 
Which God ordains in nature; to draw forth : 
Thevirtne ſeminal that's in the Earth : c 
It warms their Hearts, their languid Graces chears, ] 
And on ſuch Souls a ſpring-like face appears. t 
The gracious ſhowers theſe Spiritual Clouds do yield, o 
 Inriches them with ſweetneſs 3 like a Field x, 
Which Ged bath bleft. Oh ! *tis exceeding ſweet, f 
When gracious hearts @&::d-<heavenly traths do meet, 7) 
How ſhould the bearts of Saints within them ſpring, #/ 
When they behold the &:i:engers that bring w 
. Theſe gladſom Tydings ? Tea, their very Feet 7 
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Ob what a Mercy do thoſe Souls enjoy, 

On whom ſuch Goſpel-dews fall day by day 
Thrice happy Land which in this pleaſant Spring, 
Can bear theſe Turtles in ber Hedges ſang. 

O prize ſuch Mercies, if you arked me, wby ? 
Read on, yow'll ſee there's reaſon by and by. 


CuAr x 
Upon a Dearth through want of Rain. 


If God reftrain the ſhowers, you howl and cry; 
Shall $ aints not mourn when Spiritual Clouds are dry ? 


a... by DAI TBEION 
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OBSERVATION. 


>>I S deſervedly accounted a fad Judgment , 

when God {huts up the Heavens over our 
Heads, anti makes the Earth - as Braſs under our 
Feet, Demt. 28.23, Then the Husbandmen are 
called to mourning, Foe! 1. 1x. All the Fields do 


Javguiſh, and the bellowing Cattel are pin«d with - 


thirſt, Such a fad fiate the Prophet Rhetorically 
deſcribes, Fer. 14. 3,4, 5, 6. The Nobles have ſent 


their little ones to tbe IP aters, they came to the Pits and 


found no Water ;, they returned with their Veſſels emp- 
ty, they were aſhamed and confounded, and" covered 
#beir beads ; becauſe the ground is chapt, for there 
was no rain in the Earth, the Plowmen were aſhamed 


2nd 


4 


Eu roenly fe of cart ner. urs 


they covered their heads : Yea, the Hinde alſo calved_ - | ' 
#2 the field and forſook it, becauſe there was nograſs ll 
K-23 / | WH 
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116 - Husbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 


And the wild Aſſes did ftand in the high places, they 


ſinffed up the wind like Dragons, their Eyes Fans 
becauſe there was no praſs. 

And that which makes the want of Rain ſo terri- 
ble a Judgment, is the Famine of Bread, which 
neceffarily follows theſe extraordinary Droughts. 
and is one of the foreſt Temporal Judgments which 
God inflis upon the World. 


APPLICATION. 


ND truly, as much cauſe have they to weep 
'& and tremble, over whoſe Souls God ſhuts up 
the Spiritual Clouds of: the Goſpel, and thereby 
> ſerdiog a Spiritual Famine apon their Souls. Such 
a Judgment the Lord threatens in Amos 8. 11. Be- 
hold the days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will ſend 2 
famine inthe Land, not a famine of Bread, nor. a thirſt 
for Water , but of hearing the Word f the Lord. 
The meaning is, I will ſend a more fearful Judg- 
ment, than thar of the Famine of Bread ; for this 
| Particle [ not | is not exclaſive , but exceſſrve 3 im- 
Piying, that a Famine of Bread js nothing, or but a 
light Tudgment, compared with the Famine of the 
Word. Parallel to which is that Text, Iſa. 5. 6, 
F will lay it waſte ( faith God of the fruutlefs 
Church ) #t ſhall not be pruned-nor digged, but there 


ſhall come up briars and thorns 5 T will alſo command - 


the Clouds, that they rain not wpon it. And we find 


both in Human and Sacred Hittories, that when. 


God hath {har up the Spiritual Clouds, rembving 
or filencing his Miniſters 3 fſenlible Chriſtians have 
ever becn deeply affeted with it, and reckoned'ita 
molt tremendous Judgment. Thus the Chriſtians 
Ng _ wah:n Chryſo/tom a Miniſter was\ ba- 

niſhcd, 
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than loſe that, their Miniſter. 


The heaventy uſe of earthly things. _ 
they judged it better to 


niſhed, * 


Joſe the Sun out of. the Firmament, 


* Satius tft ” 
ſol non luceat, 
quay ut non 
deceat Chrys 
ſoſtomus. 


And 
when Nazianzen was taking his leave 
of Conſtantinople, as he was preaching 
his Farewel-Sermon, the. people were 
exceedingly affe&ted with his loſs; and among the 
reft, an old Man in the Congregation fell into a 
bicter pathon, and cryed out, Aude pater, & tecune 
trinitatem ipſam ejice. '( 4. e. ) Go farther, if you 
dare, and take away the whole Trinity. with you 5 
meaning, that God would not flay when he was 
gone, How did the Chriſtians of Antioch alſo 
weep and lament, when Paul was taking his fare- 
wel: of them? AGs 20.37, 38. He had bcen a 
Cloud of Bleſfings to that place, but now chey muft 
Expect. no more ſhowers from him; Oh, they 
knew not how to give up fuch a Miniſter ! When 


' the Ark of God ( which was the Symbol of the Di=- 


vine Prefence among the Jews ) was taken, all the 
City cried out, 1 Sam. 4. 1 O, the loſs of a Go- 


« {pcl Miniſtry is an inctlimable laſs ! Not to be rc- 
Paired but by ics own return, or by Heaven, - Mr. 


Greenham tells us, that-in the Times of Popiſh Per- 


ſecution, when godly Miniſters were halled away 


from their Flocks.to. Martyrdom, the poor Chrilti- 
ans would mcer them in the way to the Priſons or 
Stake, with their. little ones in their Arms, and 
throwing themſclves at their Feer,, wouid thus be- 
ſpeak them : ©. What ſhall be our Eitate, now you 
* aregone to Martyrdom ? Who ſhall inſtrutt theſe 

« poor Babes 2 Who ſhall cafe our afli&ed Con- 


© ſciences ? Who. ſhall lead us in the way. of Life 2 


* Recompence unto them, O Lord ! as they have 
* deſerved, who-are the caufcs of this, Lord give 
K 23 * them 
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118 Husbandry Spiritualized; Or, 

<« them ſad Hearts, is talia fando, temperet 4 14+ 
chrymis? And to let you fee there is ſufficient 
ground for this ſorrow, when God refirains the in- 
Auences of the Goſpel, ſolemnly confider the fol- 
lowing particulars. 

I. That it is a dreadful Token of God's great 
anger againſt that people from whom. he removes 
the Goſpel. The anger of God was fearfully in- 
cenſed againſt the Church of Epheſus, when he did 
but chreaten to come againſt her, and remove the 
Candleſtick out of its place, Rev. 2. 5. *Tisa firoke 
at the Soul, a blow 'at the Root ; uſually the laſt, 
and therefore the worſt of Judgments. There is a 
Pedigree of Judgments, firft Gomer bears Fezreel, 
next Lorubamab, and at laſt brings forth Loammi,Hol. 
I. 4,6, 8,9. 

2. There is cauſe of mourning, if you conſider 
the deplorable cfiate in which all the unregenerate 
Souls are left, after the Goſpel is removed from 
them. What will become of theſe 2 Or by whom 
ſhall they be gathered ? It made the Bowels of 
Chrift yearn within him when he looked upon the 
ſcattered multitude that had no Shepherd, Mer. 9. 
36. Whatan caſie Conqueſt doth the Devil now 
- make of them? How faſt doth Hel! fill in ſuch 
Times ? Poor Souls being driven thither in droves, 
ard none to reſcue them ! Matthew Pary tells us, 
that in the year 1072, when Preaching was ſup- 
preſt at Rome, Letters were then framed as coming 
From Hell; wherein the Devil gave chem thanks 
for the multitude of Souls they had ſent to him that 
year. Put truly we need not talk of Letters from 
Hell, we are told from Heaven, how deplorable the 
condition of fuch poor Souls is. See Prov. 28. 19, 


Hof. 4.6. Or, 
3. The 
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3, he judgment will-yet appear very heavy, if 
you-confider the loſs which God's own people 


- 4uſtain by the removal of the Goſpel 3 for therein 


they lole ( x.) Their chief glory, Roy. 3. 2. the 
principal thing in which the peculiar glory of Tſrael 
confifted was this, That unto them was committed the 
Orachks of God. On that account it was called the 
glorious Land, Dan. 11. 16, This made them 
greater than all the Nations round about them, 
Dent. 4, 7, 8. (3. ) By lofing the Ordinances, 
they loſe their quicknings, comforts, and Soul-re- 
freſhments3 for all theſe are {weet fircams from the 
Goſpel Fountain, Pſal 119. 50. Col. 4. 8. No 
wonder then tohear the people of God complain of _ 
dead hearts, when the Goſpel is removed. (3.) In 
the loſs of the Goſpel they loſe their defence and 
ſafety. This is their Hedge, their Wall of pro- 
tection, Iſa. 5.5. Walls and Hedges { faith Muſ- 
culus in loc.) are the Ordinances of God, which 
{erve both ad ſeperationem, & munitionem, to diſtin- 
ouiſh, and to defend them. When God plucks up 
this Hedge, and breaks down this Wall, all mit- 
chicfs break in upon us preſently, 2 Chron. 15. 3, 4» 
5, 6, Now for a long ſeaſon Iracl bath been without 
the true God, and without ateaching Prieſt, and with- 
out Law And in thoſe times there was no peace 


' #0 bim that went out, ner to him that came in, but 


great vexations were #pon all the inhabitants of the { 
Countries, and Nation was deſtroyed of Nation, ans _ 
City of City; for God did vex them with all adver- © | 
fity. How long did Feruſalem remain, after that 
voice was heard in the Temple, migremu hinc 2 Let 
usbe gone? (4.) With the Golpel, we loſe our 
Temporal Injoyments and Creature-comforts. Theſe 
uſually come and go with the Goſpel, When God \l 
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had orice written Loammi upon Iſrael, the next 
news is this, T will recover my Wool and my Flax, 
Hof. 2. 9, «< 5. ) And laſtly, to come up to the 
very caſe in hand, they loſe with it their Spiritual 
Food and Soul-ſubfiſtence , for the Goſpel is their 
feaſt of fat things, Iſa. 25. 6, their Spiritual Wells, 
Iſa. 12. 3. a dole difiributed among the Lord's poor, 
Rom. 1.11. Ina word, it is as the Rain and Dews 
of Heaven, as hath been ſhewed, which 'being re- 
firained, a Spiritual Famine neceſſarily follows ; 2 
Famine of all the moſt terrible. Now co ſhew you 
the Analogy betwixt this and a Temporal Famine, 
that therein you may ſee what cauſe you have to be 
deeply affe&ed with it, take it in theſe fix follow- 
ing Particulars. 


1. A Famine is cauſed by the failing of Bread, or 


that which is in the fiead, and hath the uſe of Bread. 
Daintics and ſuperfluous Rarities may fail, and yer 
Men may fſubliſt comfortably. As long as people 
have Bread and Water, they will not famiſh ; but 
fake away Bread once, and the Spirit of Man fail- 
eth. Upon this account. Bread is called a Staff, 


Pſal. 105. 16. becauſe what a Staff is to an aged | 


or feeble Man, that Bread is to the faint and feeble 
Spirits, which even fo do lean upon it. And look 
whar Bread is to the natural Spirits, that, and more 
than that, the Word is to gracious Spirits, "Fob 23: 
ts. 7 "hs eſteemed the words of 'thy mouth, more than 
My neceſſary foud. It once God break this Staff; the 
inner Man, that hidden Man of the Heart, will quick- 
ly begin to fail and faulter. 

2. Itis not every degree of ſranciey of Bread that 
harty makes a Famine, but a general failing of 
it ; whenno Bread is to be had, or that which is, 
yields nonutriment, | For a Famine may as well be 
RT Tos 4-9 a 


pr_ 0 


occaſioned by God's taking away, panisinutrimen- 
tum, the nouriſhing verrae of Bread, 'that it ſhall 
fignifie no more as t6' the end of Bread, than a 
Chip, Hag. 1. 6. as by taking away panem nutrien- 
tem, Bread it ſelf, I/a.'3.1. And fo it is in a 
Spiritual Famine, which is occationed either by 
God's removing all the Ordinances, and making 


'Vifion utterly to fail; vor elſe, though there be 


Preaching, Prayer, and other Ordinances left, ( at 
leaſt, the names and : ſhadows of them:) yet the 
preſence” of God is not with them. There is no 
Marrow in the Bone, -no Milk in the Breaſt 3 and 
ſo, as to Soul ſubliftence, *cis all one, as if there 
were ri61uch things. | 
3. In a Corporcal Famine, mean and courſe 
things become fweet. and - pleaſant; Famine raiſes 
the price and-cftcem- of: 'them. That which before 


you wonkdrhave thrown: to your Dogs, now goes 


down pleaſantly with your ſ{clves. To the hungry 
Soul every bitter thing is ſweet, Prov. 27. 7. *Tis 
the Datch-Proverb,' ard a very true one,  Hwnger is 
the beſt. Cook. cs : 


Fequnns ſtomachus raro vuigaria tewnits Hort. © 


In time of Famine courſeſt fare contents, 
The barkeng ſtomach ſtrains no complemeats. 


*Tis ftoricd of Artaxerxes Memor, tnat when he - 
was flyingbefpre his Enemies, he ted hungrily upon 
Bariey-bread, and faid, Cujuſmodi voluptatis haGtenus 
znexpertus fait ? Oh, what pleaſure have I hitherto 
been ignorant of 2 When great Darius drank the 
puddled Water, that had been detiled with: dead 
Carcaſes, which had been ſlain in that Famous Bar- 


- 


The heaventy uſe of earthly things. ' 12» Fl 


- noch |, as: - 
: = — — "OI <4 DR A es. 25 A 
do, 7 - by nd 3, S ” 
- PR b Q = a Attn 2 9 
” - \ _—— A , » 


ap :'Or 


122 dHusbanar Sprr iv 


tel, he reofeſſed | be nEVEr = more hs 
Drink. And Famous Hauniades faid, He never 
fared more daintily, than when ( in a like exi- 
gence ) he (upped upon Bread, Onions, and Wa- 
ter, with a poor Shepherd in his Cottage. 

Joſt ſo doth the Famine of the Word raiſe the 
price and eſteem of vulgar and deſpiſed Truths. 
O what would we. give for one of thoſe Sermons, 
one of thoſe Sabbaths we formerly enjoyed ? Tnthoſe 
days the Word of the Lord was precious, When God 
calls to the Enemy to take away and remove his 
' contemned, but precious Dainties, from his wanton - 
Children , and a Spiritual Famine hath a little 
pinched them, they will then learn to prize their 
Spiritual Food at a higher rate. 

4. In time of Famine ſome Perſons ſuffer more 
Ma others. It falls heavieſt and pincheth hardeſi 
upon the poorer fort, as long as any thing is. to be 
had for Money, the Rich will have -it. So it falls 
out ina Spiritual Famine z although the moſt expe- 
rienced and beſt furniſhed Chriſtians 'will have e- | 
nough to do to live in the abſence of Ordinances, | 
yet they are like to ſubtift much berter, than weak, 
Ignorant, and unexpericnced ones. Sorne Chrilti- 
ans have husbanded their time well, and like 7o- 
ſeybin the ſeven years plenty, laid up for a ſcarcity. 
The Word of God dwells richly in them. Some 
ſuch there are, as Fobn calls young Men, who are 
ſtrong, and the Word of God remaineth in them, 
of whom it may be ſaid, as Ferom (pake of Nepo- 
ttanzs, that by Jong and afſiduous meditation of 
the Scriptures, he had made his Breaſt the very Li- 


brary of Chriftt, But others are Babes in Chriſt 3 || © 


and though God will preſerve that good work 


- which he hath begun in them, yet theſe poor _ 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 121 
will ſooneſt find, and be moſt concerned in the loſs 
of their Spiritual Fathers and Nurſes. 

5- In time of Famine there are pitiful cries, and 
heart-breaking complaints where-ever you go. Q 
the many pale Faces you ſhall then ſee, and the ſad 
Language that rings in yours Ears in every place ! 
One cries, Bread, Bread, for Chrift's fake one bit 
of Bread 3 another faints and falls down at your 
door. All her people figh, Lam. 1.11. Yea, the 
poor little ones arc brought in, v. 12. crying to 
their Mothers, where is the Corn and Wine ? And 
then pouring out their Souls into their Mothers Bo- 
ſom. Juſt ſo it is in a Famine of the Word ; poor 
Chriſtians every-where ſighing and crying, O where 
arc our godly Miniſters ? Our {weet Sabbaths, Ser- 


| mons, Sacraments, my Fathers, my Fathers, the 


Chariots of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof? How 
beautiful were your Feet upon the Mountains ! And 


| then weeping, like the people at Paxl's departure, 
x to thiok they ſhall ſee their Faces no more. 


6. Lafily, In time of Famine, there is nothing 


| fo colily or precious, but people will part with ir 


to purchaſe Bread. They have piven their pleaſant 
things for meat to relieve their ſouls, Lam. 1. 17. 
And doubtleſs when a Spiritual] Famine (hall pinch 
hard, thoſe that have been cloſe-handed to main- 
tain a Goſpel-miniſtry, will account -it a choice 
Mercy to enjoy them again at any rate. Though the 
Lord feed you with the bread of affiidion, and give you 


the waters of adverſity, yet it will ſweeten that bread — 


and water to you, if your teachers be no more removedl 
ito corners, Wa. 50. 20. TE. | 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. Is the Famine of the Word (auch 


The Ungrate- | , 
ERS Re a fearful Judgment ? Then Lord par 


Hic&ion, 
tiful and long-continued injoymenc 


lghtly have | eſteemed the great things of the Go- 
ſpc]? O that with Eyes and. Hands lifted up to 


brovght forth in an Age of ſo much light.! In a 


mercics. Hzth not God made of one Blood all the Na- 
tions of Men, to dwell on the face of the Earth? and 


of their habitation ? As 17. 26. Many of theſe 


darkneſs. Now ihat of a!l the ſeveral Ages of the 
World, and placesin it 3 God ſhould clpy the bet 
place for me, and bring me forth into it, in ſuch 
an happy nick of time, as can hardly be parallcl'd in 
Hiſtory, for the plenty of Goſpel-mercies, that 


bias, or walies of America, but in England, where 
God hath made the Sun of the Goſpel to, ſtand (ill, 
as the natural Sun orice did over Gibeon 3 and that 


iname cover my Face for this, and trembling ſeize 
any Heart. 

2.: Is the Goſpel indeed departed 7 

| —_— Its (weet influences reſtrained ? And 
rittiau's 

R:fcRion, a Famine worſe than that of Bread 

come upon us. Als ! and the "day, 


i 


don my unthanktulneſs, for the plen- 


of ſuch a _precicvs and invaluable Mercy. How 


Heavcr, I might bleſs the Lord, that ever 1 was | 


Valley of Vifions, in a Land flowing with Goſpel- 


determined the times before appointed, and the bounds 


lo 9 . 2000 "9. 'n, mam oeron we Faw mas as cs ol 


great and populous Nations are involved in groſs 


this Age and Nation hath enjoyed 3 that my Mo- | 
- ther did not bring me forth in the Deſarts of Ara- 


| fich a Mercy ſhould no more affe& my Soul, let | 


man $33 
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for it is a great day, ſo that none is like it 5; it is even 


the day of Jacob's trouble. Woe is me, "that ever 


f ſhould ſurvive the Goſpel, and the precious Liber-_ 
ties and Mercies of it ! What horrid fins have been 
harboured amongſt us, for which the Lord contends 
by ſuch an uoparallePd Judgment ? Lozd, Jet me 


jaſtifie thee even in this {vere difpenſation 3 the * 


provocation of thy Sons, ard of thy Davghters 
have been very great, and emongti them none 
greater than mine. May we not this day read our 
tin in our puniſhment ? O what nice and wanton 
Appetites, what curiovs ard itching Ears had thy 
people in the days of plenty ? Methods, tones and 
gcfiures, were more regarded than the excellent 
Treaſures of Divine Truchs. Ah my Soul! I re- 


member my fault rhis day, little did I then confi- 
der, that Sermons work not upon Hearts, as they 


are thus elegant, thus 2dmirabie, but as they are 
Inftruments in the Hand of God appointed to ſuch 
an end. Even as Auſtin (3id of the Conduits of 
Water, though one be in the ſhape of an Angel, a- 
nother of a Beaſt, yet the V Vater refrethes as it is 
VVater, ard not as it comes from ſuch a Con» 
duit: By this alſo, O Lord, thou rebukeſt the (it- 
pineſs and formality of thy people, How drowhie, 
dull, and careleſs have they bcen under the moſt 
excellent and quickning means 5 Few more than T. 
Alas ! T have often preſented my Body before the 
Lord in Ordinances, 4 Sdliyn io 3 but my Soul 
hath been wandring abroad, as Chryſo/fom ſpeaks. 
I ſhould have come from vide every Sermon as a. 
ſheer comes from the Preſs, with all the fiamps and 
lively impreffions 'of the Truths I heard vpon' my 
Heart. BuraJas, if it had been demands -a of me, 
as once it was of Ariitetle, after a lovg 2nd curious 
Orition, 
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| 


Oration, how he liked it, I might have anſwered 


while minding another matter. Righteous art thou, 
O Lord, in all that is come upon us. | 
LL 3. I am now as a Spring ſhut up, 
_ Y that can yield : no refreſhment +. 
diva. thirſty Souls ready to periſh. Thou 
haſt faid to me as once to Exzehzel. 
Son of Man, behold, I will make thy Tongue cleave to 
tbe roof of thy Mouth, and thou ſhalt be dumb. This 
is a heavy Judgment, but thou muſt be juſtified 


- and cleared in it. Although Men may not, yet | 
God, if he pleaſe, may put a lighted Candle un- | 
der a Buſhel. And herein I muft acknowledge thy | 
Righteouſneſs. Many times have I been finfully fi- | 
lent, when both thy Glory and the intereſt of Souls | 
ingaged me to fpeak. Moſt juſily therefore haſt | 


thou made my Tongue to cleave to its Roof. Lit- 
tle did I conſider the preciouſneſs of Souls, or the 
tremendovs Account to be given for them, at tic 
appearing of the great Shepherd. I have now time 


enough to fit down and mourn over former mif- | 


carriages, and loft opportunities. Lord reſtore me 
once again to a fcrviceable Capacity, to a larger 
Sphere of Activity for thee, for I am now become 
as a broken Veſſel, It grieves me to the Heart, to 
ſee thy Flock ſcattered, to hear thy People cry to 
me, as once to Foſeph, Give us breall , for why 
ſhould we die in thy preſence ? Thy Word is like Fire 
ſhut up in my Bones, and I am weary with for bear- 
ing. O, that thou wouldfi once again open the 
Doors of thine Houſe, that there may be Bread <- 
nough in thine Houſe for all thy Children, 


'The 


as he did, truly I did not hear it ; for I was all the |} 
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Have loſ# their fragrant green, are turned yellow. 
The Brooks ere dry, the pining Cattel bellow. 
The fat and flowry Meadows ſcorch'd and burn'd. 
The Comntreys mirth is into mourning turn'd. 

The clefted earth, her thirſty mouth ſets ope, 

Unto the empty Clouds ; as "twere in hope 

Of ſome refreſhing drops, that might allay 

Her fiery thirſt 3 but they ſoon paſs away. 

The penfive Husbandman with bis own Eyes, 
Bedews bis Land ; becauſe he ſees the Skzes, 
Refuſe to doit 5 juſt ſo ftands the caſe, 


| When God from Souls removes the means of Grace. 
God's Miniſters are Clouds, their DoGrine Rain 5: 


Which when the Lord in Tudgment ſhall reſtrain : 
The peoples Souls in ſhort time will be found 
In ſuch a caſe, as this dry parched ground. 
IP ben this fad Judgment falls on any Nation, 
Ler Saints therein take up this lamentation. 

O dreadful, dark,, and diſmal day! 

How is our glory fled away ? 

Our Sun gone down, our Stars orecaſt ; 

God's Heritage is now laid waſte. 

Or pining Souls no Bread can get, 

With Wantons God bath juſily met. 

I hen we were fed unto the full, 

This Man was tedious, that 1-25 dull. 

But they are gone, and there remain 

No ſuch occaſions to complain. 

Stars are not now for lights, but ſigns 

God knows of what heart-breaking times. 


je heavenly uſe of earthly things. 1 


LT 7 Hen God doth make the Heavens above us Braſs, 
The Earth's like Iron. Flowers, Herbs and Graſs 
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| Sure Heaven — not eons, but Wa arss _ 


In calling home Ambaſſadors. 

How Jong did Sodom's Fudgment (tay, 
When righteous Lot was ſnatcht away £ 
How long remain'd that ſtately Hall, 
When Sampſon made the Pillars fall ? 
When Horſe men and Commanders fly, 
Woe to the helpleſs Infantry. 

This uu a ſad aud fatal blow, 

A publick boſs and overthrow. 

Tou that ſo long have wiſh*d them gone, 
Be quiet now, the thing ts done. 

Did they torment you ere your day ? 
God bath remov'd them out o'th* way. 


Now ſleep in fin, and take your eaſe; 


Their DoGrine ſhall no more diſpleaſe. 

But Lord ! what ſhall become of us ? 

Or Teacher's gone, and left us thus ! 

To whom ſhall we our ſelves addreſs, 

When Conſcience labours in diſtreſs ? 

O, who ſhall help us at our need ? | 

Or pour in Balm when wounds do bleed ? 
Help Lord, for unto thee our Eyes 

Do pour out tears , our groans, our cries 

Shall never ceaſe, till thou reſtore 

The Mercies which we had before. 

Till Sion's paths where graſs now grows, 

Be trodden by the feet of thoſe 


| That love thy Name ; and long t' enjoy 


The Mercies they have finn'd away. 
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Upon the Corrupting of the Seed before 
-  1t Spring. 


Seeds die and rot, and then moft freſh appear, 


Saints Bodies riſe more Orient than they were, 


—_—_ 
Ati 
—_—_ —_—. 


OBSERVATION. 


- A Frer the Seed is committed to the Earth, it 
ſeems to periſh and die, as our Saviour ſpeaks, 
John 12. 24. Except a Corn of Wheat fall into the 


ground and die, it abideth_ alone , but if it die, it 


brings forth much fruit. The death of the Corn. in 
the Earth is not a total death, but only the corrup- 
tion or alteration of it: For if once the ſeminal 
Life and Vertue of it were quite extinguiſh, it could 
never put forth blade or ear without a Miracle. 
Yet, becauſe that alteration is a kind of death, 
therefore Chrift here ufes it as a- fit illuftration of 
the Refarre&ion. And indeed there is nothing in 
nature more apt to illuftrate that great Myſtery, 
What a fragrant, green and beautiful blade do we 
ſce ſpring up from a corrupted Seed ? How black, 
and mouldy is that ? How beautiful, and verdant 
is this ? . 


APPLICATION. 


TT Ven thus ſhall che Bodies ef the Saints ariſe in 


beauty and glory at the RefurreRion, . They 
+ L 
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Saints are alſo committed to the Grave in hope, 
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are ſewn in diſhonour, they are raiſed in glory ; they 
are. ſown natural bodies, they are raiſed ſpiritual bi- . 
dies, 1 Cor..15. 43, 44 The Husbandman knows, 
that though the Seed | rot in the Earth, yet it; will 
riſe agaic, And the Believer knows, That though 
after bis skin worms deſtroy his body, yet in bis fleſh be 
ſhall ſee God, Fob 19. 25, &c. And the reſemblance 
betwixt the Secd ſ:wn, and ſpringing up 3 'and 
the Bodies of the Saints dying, and riſtng again, 
lyes in theſe following Particulars. | | 

Firſt, The Szed is committed to the Earth from 
whence it came, (o is the day of a Saint 3 "Earth it 
was, ard to Ezrth it is again reſolved, Grace ex- | 
empts na the Body of the beſt Man from feeing | - 
corruption, Row. 8. 10, ThoughChriſt be in him, 
yet the Body is dead 3 that is, ſentenced. to deathy 
beczuſe of ftn, Ich. g. ult. It is appointed for all men 
once to dir. 

Secondly, The Seed is caſt into the Earth in 
hope, 1 Cer. 9, 10, Were there not a Reſurredi- 
on of it cxpeced, the Husbandman would never 
be willing to cait away his Cor.. The Bodies of 


- 
o 


DE On 


of a ReſurreQtion, ſweetens not only thEfgoubles of 
Life, but the pangs of Death. BD - >: 
Thirdly, The Seed is caft into the Earth ſeaſows* 


ably, in its proper ſzaſon. + So are the, Bodies gf 
the Saints, Fob 5. 26. Thou ſhalt come to thy grave 
in @ full age, as a ſhock of Corn cometh in, in its ſea= , 
fon. They always dic in the fitteſt time; though 
| ſometimes 


- 


—-— 


The hetwenty uſe of earthly things. I3L 


ſometimes they ſeem to die immatarately. -, The 


time of their death was-from all Ecernity prefixt by 

God, -beyond which rhey cannot” gd, and ſhort of 
| they cannot'come. 

Foarthly, The Seed lyes | many days and vights 


: under the Clods, before it riſe and 'appear again. 
Even fo man lyeth down, and riſeth not again till the 
\ Heavens be no more, "fob 14: 12. The daysof daok- 
:heſsin' the Grave are- many. 


' $.: When che time is come for its ſhooting op, 


che Earth that covered it can hide it no longer, it 


catiot- keep it down a day more3't will tind or 
make a way through the Clods. * So in that day 
when the great Tramp ſhall ſound, * Bone ſhall come 
to his Bone, and the Graves ſhall not be able to 
hold them a minute longer. Both Sea and Earth 
muſt render the dead that are in them, Rev. 
20: 113. © 

' 6, When the Seed appears above-ground again, 
it appears much more freſh and orient than when 
it was cali into the Earth, God cloaths it with 
ſachibeauty, that it is not like to what. it was be- 
fore: Thus riſe the Bodies of Saints, marvellouſly 


improved, beautitied, and perfected with Spiritual 


Qualities and rich Endowments; ; in reſpe& where- 
of they ate called Spiritual Bodies, 1 Cor. 15. 43- 
not propertly, but' Analogically Spiritual ; for look 
as Spights ſublifkt without Food, Raiment, Sleep, 
know nolafficude, wearineſs or pain ; {o our Bo- 
;dies-alter the Reſurreion (hall be above theſe ne- 
eſfitics at): Difiempers 3 for we ſhall be as the Afi- 

of 'God, Mat. 22.30. Yea, our vile Bodies 
ſhall be changed, and made likeunto Chriſt's glo- 
rious Body 3 which is the higheſt pitch, and aſcerit 
of- i Glory and Honour, that an human Body is ca- 
L 2 pable 
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pable of, Phil. 3. 21. Indeed the glory of the Sonl | 
ſhall be the greateli glory 3 that's the Orient jnva- | 
luzble Jem 3 but Gag will beftow a difiin& glory 
upon the Body, and richly. Enamel the very Cafe in 
which that precious JO hal) be kept. In' that 
glorious Morving of the RelurreQtion, the Saints 
(hall put on their new freſh Suirs of Fleſh, righly 
| laid and trimmed with Glory. Thoſe Bodies which 
in the Grave were but duſt and rottenneſs,- when it 
delivers them back again, ſhall be 9-06 [Iu eX= 
cellent pieces , abſolutely and everlaſtingly. freed. 

( 1. ) From all natural Infirmities. and Dittempers ; 
Death is their good Phytician, which at once freed 
them of all Diſeaſes. *Tis a great afflition vow 
to many of the Lord's people, to be clog'd with . fo 
many bodily Infumities which render them very un- 
-ſerviceable to God. The ſpirit indeed is willing, but 
the fleſh is weck, A crazy Body retoxts and ſhoots 
back its Diliempers upon the 'Soul with which it is 
fo cloiciy coroined 3. but though now the Soul (as 
Theopbraftzs (peaks) pays a dear rent for the Taber- 
nacle in which it dwells, yet when Death difſolves | 
that Tabernacle, all the Diſeaſes and Pains under | 
- which it groancd {hall be buried in the Rubbilh of 
its Mortality 3; ard when they come to be reunited 
again, God will beſtow rich Gifts and Dowries, 
even upon the Body, in the day of its Re-cſpoulals 
to the Soul. (2. ) It ſhall be freed from all defor- 
mities, there are no breaches, flaws, montroſities 
In glorified Bodies; but of them it may much rather 
.be ſaid, what was once faid of Abſalom, 2 Sam. 
14- 25. That from the crown of bis head, to tbe ſole 
.of bx foot, there was no blemiſh in bim. ( 3ly. )-It 
ſhall be treed trum al! natural neceſſities, to which 
I£':5 now ſubjectcd in this its Animal Ratc. - How is 
| the 


- 


the Soul now difſquieted and tortured with cates and 
croubles, to provide for a periſhing Body ? Many 
unbelieving and unbecoming fears, it is now vexed 
with, What ſhall it cat ? And what ſhall itdrink ? 
And wherewithal. ſhall ic be cloathed ? Brut meats 
for the belly, and the belly for meats; God ſhall de- © 


ffroy both it and them, 1 Cor. 6.13. (i. e.) as to 


their preſent uſe and office 3 for 8s to its exiſtence, 
fo the Belly ſhalſ not be defiroyed: But even as 
the Maſis, Poop and Stexn of a Ship abide in the 
Harbour after the Voyage is ended, fo ſhall theſe 
bodily Mcmbers, as Tertullian excellently illofirares 
it. ( 4ly. ) They ſhall be freed from Death, to 
which thenceforth they can be ſubje& no more | 
that formidable Adverfary of nature ſhall aſſaulc it _ 
no more. For they which ſhall be accounted worthy to 


_ obtain that world, and the reſurrefion from the dead 5 


neither marry, nar are given in marriage, neither can 
they'die any more , for they ſhall be equal to the An- 
gels, and tre the Children of God, being the Children 
of the Reſurrefion, Luke 20.35, 36. Mark it'(e- 
qual to the Angels ) not that they (hall be ſeparate, 
and {gle Spirits without Bodies, as 

the Angels are, but equal to them in *Iozy 34s 
the way and manner of their living Bizv]:s. 

and ating. We ſhall then live upon | | 
God, and ad freely, purely, and delightfully for 
God 3 for all kind of living upon, and delighting in 
Creatures, ſecms in that Text ( by a Synecdoche of 
the part which is ordinarily in Scripture put for all 
Creature delights, Dependencies, and MNecclnes ) 
to be excluded. Nothing but God (hail enamour 
and fill the Soul, and the Body ſhall ve: pertectly 
ſubducd ro the Spirit. Lord, what halt thou pre- 
pared for them that love thee ? 
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REFLECTIONS, 
wy ſhall receive my Body again 


recel 
nw ora ſo. dignified. and improved in : the | 
-— 2a <4 World to come, then Lord let me 


never. be unwilling to uſe my Body 

now for the Intereſt of thy Glory, or my own Sal- 
vation. Now, ; O my God, it grieves me to think | 
bow many precious opportunities of ſerving and ho- | 
nouring thee, I] have loſt under pretence of endan- 
gering my Health, | 

I have been, more ſolicitous to live Iong and 6; 
healchfully, thap to live uſefully and fruitfully ; and | 
like enough my. Life had been more ſerviceable to 
thee, if it had not been fo fondly overvalued. by 
me. | 
Fooliſh Soul, hath God. given thee a Body for a 
living Tool or Infirument? And art thou afraid, to 
uſe it 2 Wherein is the Mercy of bavinga Body, if 
not in ſpending and wearing it out in the Sexvice-of 
Goa ? To have an aQive vigorous Body, and not 
to imploy and cxercife it for God, for fear of cendan- 
| gering its Health, is as if one ſhould. give thee a 
1 handlom and ſprightful Horſe, upon condition thou 
Hp ſouiatt not ride or work him, O ! If ſome of the 
#/, LCzints had erj>ycd the blcfling of ſuch an healthy 
lit: ative Body as mine, what excellent Services would 
| tacy have performed to God in it ? 
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Oye 2. If my Body ſhall as ſurely. riſc 


| Sans Bofle- #84in in glory, vigour and excellent 
; 


E904 endowments as the Seed which I fow 
doth, why ſhould not this comfort }J. : 

me over all the pains, weakneſle s and dulneſs with | 
whjch ry Soul is now clogged ? Thou += 
w £1 God, 
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God, what a grl 


# 42% jo #+ "uf | 7 eartnt, » FHIZME C FN ty 
fettered and intangled with the Diſtempers and ma- 
nifold Indiſpoitions of this vile. Body. I: hath 
made me figh and (ay,. with holy 4/e/me, when he 
ſaw the mounting Bird weighed down by the Stone 
hangingat her Leg, Lord, thus-1t tazes with the 
Soul of thy Servant.! Fain would I terve, gloritic, 
and enjoy thee, but a diſftemperea Body will noc 
Jeet me. However , it is reviviog to think, that 
though I am now forced to crawl like a Worm in 
the diſcharge of my Dutizs, I ſhall Chortly fly like a 
Seraphim inthe execution of thy will. Chear up 


' drooping Soul, the tiwe is at hand, when thou 


ſhalt be made more willing than thou art, and thy 
Fleſh not fo weak as now it is. | 

3 is it fo Indeed 2 Then let | 
the dyin$ Saint like Facoh rouze up _— -þ 
himfclf upon his Bed, and incourage gion. | 
himſelf againſt the fears of death by Fe 
this refreſhing Conlideration. Let him {ay with 
holy dying AMzſculas, Why tremblefi thou ( O my 
Saul ) to go forth of this Tabernacle to the Land 
of reft ? Hath thy Body been ſuch a pleaſant Habi- 
cation to thee, that thouſhouldit be fo loth to.part 
wich it, though but for a time ? And with afſu- 
rance of receiving it again with (uch a glorious Im- 
provement? I know ( O my Soul) that thou 
haſt a natural inclination to this Body , reſulting 
from the dear and {iri& union which God himfſclf 


- hath made betwixt thee and it ! Yea, even the ho- 


licfk of Men do ſometimes ſenſibly feel the like un 
themſelves 3 but beware thou love it rot immode- 
rately os inorginately ; 'tis but a Creature, how 
dear ſoever it be to thee: Yea, a fading Creature, 


\ 


and chat which now ſtands in thy way toethe full 


L 4 enJoy- 


NT 


> it hath been to my Soul, tobe ' | 
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enjoyment of God. But ſay my Soul, why are the 
thoughts of parting with it ſo burdenſom to thee ? 
Why o loth to take death by- its cold Hand ? Is 
this Body thy old and-dear Friend 2 True, but yet 
thou parteft not with it upon ſuch fad terms, as 
thould deſerve a Tear at parting. For maiti thou 
not” (ay of this departure, as Paw] at the depariure 
of Onefimus, Philem. v. 15. Tt therefore departeth for 
8 ſeaſonthat thou maiſt receive it for ever. The day 
of Re-cſponſals will quickly come, and in the mean 
| time as thy Body (hall not be ſenſible of the tedious 
length of interpoſing time, ſo'neicher ſhalt thou be 
ſolicitous about thine abſent Friend : For the Frui- 
tion of God in that thine unbodied Rate, ſhall 611 
thee with infinite ſatisfaQion and reſt. 

Or is it not ſo much fimply for parting with it, 
85 for the manner of thy parting, either by the flow 
and lingring approaches of a natural, or the quick 
and terrjble approaches of a violent death: Why, 
trouble not thy ſelf about that; for if God lead 
thee through the long dark Lane of a tedious Sick- 
neſs, yet at the end of it is thy Fathers Houſe. 
And for a violent death *tis not fo material, whe- 
ther Friends or Enemies fiand weeping or triumph- 
ing over thy dead Body, Nz&il corpus ſentit in ner- 
vo cum anima fit in celo, When thy Soul ſhall be in 
Heaven, *rwili not be ſenſible how the Body is uſcd - 
on Earth, 

4. But Oh ! what an uncomfor- 
Sous Refic- fable parting will mine be ? And 
Ao: how much more ſad our meeting a- 

| gain! How will this Soul and Body 
bluſh. yea tremble, when they meet, who have 
been «oepartners in ſo much guilt ? I Damn'd my 
Soul, Fo pleaſe my #lcth, ard now have _ 


The Lngodly 


both thereby : Had 1 denied my Fleſh to ſerve 
Chriſt, worn out my Body in the Service of my 
Soul; I had ' thereby happily provided for them 


' both, but I began at the wrong end, and fo have 


ruin'd both etc rnally, 


atm. 
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Are Seeds have no great beauty, but inbum'd 

3 That which they had is loſt. and quite conſum'd ; 
They ſoon corrupt, and grow more baſe by odds 

When dead, and buried underneath the clods. 

It falls in baſencſs, but at ler:2th doth riſe 

Tz ebory; which delights behol.iers Eyes. 

How preat 2 difference have a few days made 
Betwixt it, 1n the Buſhel, and the blade { 

Thi lovely, lively emblem aptly may 

Type out the glorious Reſurrefiion day. 

Wherein the Saints that in the duſt do Iye, 

Shall riſe in glory, vigour, dignity. 

With finging in that morning they ariſe, 

And. dazling glory ſuch as mortal Eyes 

Ne're view'd on Earth. The ſparkling beauties here, 
No more can equalize their ſplendor there, 


Than glimmering Glow- worms do the faireſt Star. 


That ſhines in Heaven, or the Stones that are 
In every Street, may competition bold 

With glittering Diamonds in Rings of Gold. 
For unto Chriſt's moſt glorious Body they 

Shall be conform'd in glory at that day; 
Il boſe luſtre would, ſhould it. on mortals fall, 
Tranſport a Stephen, and confound a Paul,” 
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2'T1s now 4 conrſe and crazy houſe of Clay 3 


But O | bow dear do Souls for lodging pay ! 

Few more than 1, for thow my Soul hoſt bin 
Iithin theſe Tents of Redar _ in. 

Where with Diſtemp:rs clog'd, thow makift thy moans, 


And for deliverance with tears and groans ; 


Haſt often ſued, cheer up, the time will be 
WF hen thou from ail tpeſe troubles ſhalt be free. 


No jarring Humours. cloudy V pours, Rheums, 


. Pains, Aches, or w#..ieu2r elfe conſumes 


My days in grief ; whilſt in the Chriſtian race, 
Fleſh lags behind, and cai't keep equal pace 
WFith the more willing Spirit > none of theſe 
Shall thenceforth clog thee, or diſturb thane eaſe. 


——_— 


CHAP. XIE 
Upon the Reſemblance of Wheat and Tares. 


—_— 


As Wheat reſembled is by viler Tares, 
So vile Hypocriſie like Grace appears. 


ee tt i... 


—— 


OBSERVATION. 


T is Ferom's Obſervation, that Wheat and Tares 
are (o much alike in their firft fpringing up, 
that it is excecding difficult to diſiinguiſh. the one 
from the other, Theſe are his words, Inter erii- 
cum &- lolium quamdin herba eſt, & -nondum culmnus 
venit ad. ſpicam ; grandis (militudo eft.: & indiſcer- 


. nendo aut mz11a, aut perdifficilis diftantia. The diftc- 
—o0 rence 
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them 
Man 


of his 


” " W , - : n ; oo gy YT; / . mp 


P} SIE MT H ; TE. L 4 4884 . + Wh 


FY 


gence ( Caich he ) between _ is elehevagnd at 
all, or wonderful difficult to diſcern, which thoſe 

words of Chrit, Mat. 13. 30. plainly confirm. Let 
them both alone till the Harve; thereby intima» 
tivg, both the difficulty of diftipguiſhIng the Tares 


and Wheat; as alſo, the unwarrantable raſhneſs of - 


bold and haſty Cenſures of Men's Sincerity os Hy- 
pocriſie, which is there ſhadowed by them. 


APPLICATION. 


OW difficule ſoever it be to diſcern the diffe- 
rence betwixt Wheat and Tares yet doubt- 

leſs the Eye of Sence can much eafier difcriminate 
them, than the moſt quick and piercing Eye of 
Man can diſcern the difference betwixt ſpecial and 
common Grace 3 for all ſaving . Graces in the Saints 
have their Counterfeits in Hvpocrites. There are 
ſmailar works in theſe, which 2 Spiritual and very ju- 


dicious "Eye may cafily mifiake fos the ſaving aud + 


genuine effe&s of the ſanRifying Spirit. 

Doth the Spirit of God convince the Confciences 
of his People b_ the evil of fin? Rom. 7.9. Hypo- 
crites have. their Convictions too, Exod. 10. 16. 
Then Pharaoh-called for Moſes and Aaron in haſte, 
and be ſaid, I have ſinned againſt the Lord your God, 
and againſt you. Thus was Saul alſo convided , 
I Sam. I5. 24. | 

Doth true Conviction ok Compundion work 
Reformation of Lite in the People of God ? Even 
Hypocrites alſo have been famous for their Reforma- 
tions. The unclean Spirit often goes out of the for- 
mal Hypocrice, by an external Reformation 3 and 
yer till xctains bis propriety in” them, Max. 12, 
#3 4 44: For that departure is indeed np moxe than 


2 
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- Dath 


a politick retreat. Many that ſhall never eſcape 
the Damnation of Hell, have yet eſcaped the pol- 
lations of the World, and that by the knowledge of 
the Son of God, 2 Pet, 2.20, | 

Doth the Spirit of the Lord produce that glori- 
ous anJ ſupernatura] work of Faith in convinced 
and humbled Souls ? In this alfo the Hypocrite - 
apes and imitates the Believer, Ads 8. 13. Then 
Simon himſelf believed alſo, Luke 8. 13. Theſe are 
they which for a while believe, and in time of tempta- 
tion fall away. 

Doth the precious Eye of Falth diſcovering the 
tranſcendent excellencies that are in Chrift, jinflame 
the AﬀeRions of the believing Seul with vehement 
defires and longings after him ? Strange motions of 
Heart have alſo been found in Hypocrites towards 
Chrift and heavenly things, Fob 6. 34. Lord, ever- 
more give us this bread, Mat. 25.8. Give us of your 
Oyl, for our Lamps are gone out. With what a rap- 
ture was Balazm tranſported, when he'ſaid, Let me 


die the death of the righteous, and my laſt end be likg 


his ? Numb. 23. 10. | | 

Doth the work of Faith in ſome Believers bear 
upon its top Branches, the full ripe Fruits of a | 
bleſſed affurance ? Lo! What fironþ confidences, | 
and high-built perſwaſions of an intereft in God, 
have ſometimes been found even in unſanGtihed 
ones ? John 8. 54. Of whoms you ſay, that he is your 
God, and yet ye bave not known him. Tothe (ame 
height of contidence arrived thoſe vain Souls, men- 
tioned in Rom. 2.19. Yea, fo (irong may this 
falle afſurance be, that they dare boldly venture to 
go to the Judgment-ſeat of God, and there defend 
it, Mat.7. 22, Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in 
thy name ? T "7 


# «4/0 


#;] ft 


.. Doth the Spirit of God! 
red. Believer with joy unſpeakable afd full of glory, 
giving them through Faith prelibation or foretaſtc 
of Heaven rt (elf, ir thoſe firſt Fruits of it ? How 
near to this.comes that which the Apoſtle ſuppoſes 


may be found even in Apoſiates ! Heb. 6. 8, 9. who 
"| - 'are there ſald, to taſte the good word of God, and the 


powers 'of the world to come, What (hall I fay, if real 
Chriſtians delight in Ordinances, thoſe that are 
none may alſo delight in approaching to God , 
© Exzek, 33-32. - It may be you will ſay, though the 
difference be not eafily diſcernable in their active 0- 
bedience 3 yet, when it ſhall come to ſuffering, 
there every Eye may diſcern it: The falſe Heart 
will then flinch, and cannot brook that work. And 
yet even this is no infallible rule neither 3 for the 


Apoſile ſuppoſes, that the Salamander of Hypocrifie 


may live in the very Flames of Martyrdom, 1 Cor. 


13. 3. If I give my body to be burnt, and bave not 


charity. And-it was long fince determined in this 
caſe, Non pena, ſed cauſa facit Martyre 3 fo that with- 
out Controverſic, the difficulty of diſtinguiſhing 
them tis very.great. - 

And this difference will yet be more ſubtle and 
undiſcernable, if I ſhould cell you, that as.info ma= 
ny things, the Hypocrite reſembles the Saint : So 
there are other things in which a real Chriſtian may 
a&t too like a Hypocrite, When we find a Pharaoh 
_ confefſing, an Herod praQtifing, as well as hearing, 
a Fudas preaching Chriſt, an Alexander venturing 
his Life for Paw; and on the other fide, (hall fin 
a David condemning that .in another, which he 
pracifed himſelf ; an Hezekiab glorying in his 
Richfs, a Peter difſembling, and even all the Diſci- 
plesforſaking Chriſt in an hour of trouble and dan- 


wi y aſe of earthly things. 24r 


of God'filt the Heart of the affu-. 


ger. , 
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ger. Ornen ! how turd is it for the Eye of Man 
to liicerr: berwixt 'Chaff and Wheat-? . How many 
v;-- 11 Hearts are now cenſured, whom God will 


c::ac ? Po » many falſe Hearts are now approved, 
-whorm #-.-4 will condemn ? Men ordicazily have no f 
clear: convictive props; but only-probable ſymp- 
_ toms, which @* invf.can beget but a conjecural 
'knowledo* ©: ws na And. chey that thaſl 
-perer-: 91 ily judge cither way, may poſſibly w 
= (3c5xration .of the upright 3- or on the eh | 
tids, abſolve and juitite the widked. And truly, | 


confidering what hath been ſaid, it's no great won- 
der thai dargerous miſtakes are (o frequently made 


in this mz::r. But though Man cannor, the Lord | 


both can, and -will perfeRtly diſcriminate them. | 


The Lord knoweth who are by, 2 Tim;2.19, He 


will have a day per*dtly to fever the Tares from 


_ the Wheat, to melt off the varniſh of the moſt -1e- 


ſplendent and refined :Hypocrite , and .to blow off 
the Atſhes of Intirmities, which have: covered and 
obſcurcd the very ſparks of Gncerity:in his people. 


He will make ſuch a diviſion as was never yet 


made in the World, how many divifions ſoever | 


there have been in it. And then ſhall men indeed res | 


tern, and diſcern betwixt the righteons and the wicked, | 
betwixt him that ſerveth God, and bim that feroeth 
him not. Mean while ( my Soul ) thou cantt not 
better imploy thy (elf, whether thou be ſound or 
unſound, than in making theſe Reflections upon 
thy cif, | : 


' PATTERN L « FI 


REFLECTIONS 


Ard isthis fo? Then Lord pardon 
the raſhneſs and precipitancy of my 
Cenſorious Spirit 3 for I have often 
boldly anticipated thy Judgment , 
and afſumed thy Prerogative, althcugh thou haf 
faid, Why doſt thou judge thy brother? and why doft 
' thou ſet at nought thy brother ? we ſhall all ſtand before 
the Fudgment-ſeat of Cbrift 5 for it is written, as T 
live ( ſaith the Lord ) every knee (hall bow to me, 
and 'every tongue ſhall confeſs to God. Let ws not 
therefore judge one another any more, Rom. 14. 10, 11, 
12,13. Andagain, He that judgeth me is the Lord. 
Let us therefore judge nothing before the time, until the 
Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden 
tbings of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the counſels of 
the heart and then ſhall every man have praiſe of God, 
1 Cor. 4. 4, 5- | 

What if God will own {ome of them for his Sons, 
to whom I refuſe to give the reſpect of Brethren? I 


The Cenforf- 


fleQion. 


may pals haſty and headlong Cenfures upon others, 


but where is my Commiſlion for.ſo doing ? I want 
not only a Commiſſion, but fit. Qualifications for 
ſuch a work as this. Can TI picrce into the Heart as 
God ? Can I infallibly diſcover the hidden motives, 
ends, and principles of actions? Beſides, O my 
Soul 1 Thou art confcious of ſo much falſeneſs in 
thy ſelf, that were there no other conſideration, 
that alone might reſirain thee from all uncharitable 
and haſly Cenſures. If others knew bue what I 
know of my ſelf, would they not judge as ſeyarcly 
of me, as I do of others ? 


'2, Though 


ous Soul's Re- 
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TE ok 2. Though I may not judge the ft. 

The —_— nal Rate of another, yet' I may and 
meſieion. ought to judge the ſiate of my own 

; Soul; which is doubtleſs a morcnes< 
ceſfary and concerning work t> me. For fince eve- 
ry Saving Grace ina Chriſtian hath its Tounterfeic 
in the Pi pocrite, how needful is it, for thee, (O 
my Soul ) to make a fland here, and folerhnly to 
ponder this grear queſtion ! Whether thoſe things 
whercon I depena as my beſt evidences for the Life 
to come, be the real, or only the common works of 
the Spirit ? Whether they be fuch as can now en- 
dure the Teft of the Word, and abide a fair Tryal 
at thc Bar of my own Conſcience ? 

Come then, my Soul! ſet the Lord before thee, 
to whom the ſecrets of all Hearts are manifeſt; and 
in the awful ſence of that great day, make true an- 
ſwerto theſe Heart-diſcovering Queries 3 for though 
thou canft not diſcern the difference betwixt theſe 
things in another, yet thou mayeſt and ougheli to 
diſcern it in thy (elf; for what Man knows the 
things of a Man, fave the Spirit of Man that is in 
him : 

Firſt, Is my obedience uniform? Am I the ſame 
Man at all Times, Places and Companies ? Or ra- 
ther, am | not exact and curious in open and pub- 
lick ; remiſs and careleſs, in private and ſecret Du- 


—ties ? Sincere Souls are uniform Souls, Pſzl. 119. 6. 


the Hypocrite is no Cloſet-man, Mat. 6. 5. 
Secondly, Doth that which I call Grace in me, 
Oppole and mortifie, or doth it not rather quietly 


confift wich, and protec my Luſis and Corruptions ? 


True Grace tolerates no Luft, Gal. 5. 17. No, not 
the Bolom Datiling-corruption, Pſzl. 18. 23. 


Thirdly, | | 


re LW A W 


Whoſe ſhape and form it counterfsits ſo neat, 


Thirdly , Doth that which I call my. Grace, 
humble, empty, and abaſe my Soul ? Or rather, 
F$th ic not putf it up with Self-conceitedneſs? All 
ſaving Grace is humbling Grace, 1 Cor. 15. 10. 


But the Soul which i lifted up, is not upright, Hab. 


2. 4. 

Laſtly, Canſt thou ( my Soul ) rejoice and bleſs 
God for the ' Grace imparted to others ? And ye- 
joice, if any deſign for Chrift be carried on in the 
World by other hands ? Or rather, doft thou not 
envy thoſe that excel thee, and careſt for no work 
in which thou art not ſeen ? 

But ſtay my Soul, it is enough : If theſe be the 
ſubſtantial differences betwixt ſpecial and common 
Grace, I more than doubt, I ſhall not endure the 
day of his coming, boſe fan is in hs hand, Do 
not thoſe ſpots appear upon me, which are not the 
ſpots of his Children? Woe is me, 'poor Wretch, 
the Characters of Death are upon my Soul! Lord, 


add power to the Form, Life to the name to live, 
practice to the knowledge, cr ] petiſh Eternally ! - 


O rather give me the Saints Heart, than the An- 


gels Tongue > the pooreft breathing of thy Spigic, 


than the richeſt Ornaments of common Gifts! Let 
me neither deceive my ſelf or others, in matters of 
ſo deep and everlaſting conſequence / 


Pe EEE —_—— | 0 a pe 


The POEM. 


| be Eaſtern Countreys, as good Authors write, 
T ares in their ſpringing up appear to ſight 3 
Not like it ſelf, a Weed, but real Wheat, 
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That "#would require a moſt judicious Eye, 

The one from t'other to diverſifie. 

Till bath to ſome matarity be grown, 

' And then the difference is eas ly known. 

Even thus Hypocrifie that curſed Weed, 
Springs up ſo like true Grace, that he will need 
More than a common inſight in this caſe, 

That ſaith this is not, that is real Grace. 

Ne're did the cunning Afor, though a Slave. 
Array d in Princely Robes, himſelf bebave 

So like a King, as this d:th aft the part 

Of ſaving Grace, by its deep belliſh Art. 

Do gracious Souls melt, mourn and weep for fin ? 
The like in Hypocrites obſerv'd hath been, 

Have they their comforts, joys, and raptures ſweet ? 
With them in comforts Hypocrites do meet, 

In all Religious Duties, they can go 

As far as Saints ; in ſome things Farther too. 

T ey ſpeak like Angels, and you'll think within 
The very Spirit of Chriſt; and Grace bath bin. 

' Theycome ſo near, that ſome like Iſaac take 
Jacob for Eſau this for that miſtake. 

And boldly call (their Eyes with his being dim) 
True Grace Hypocrifie, and Duty Sin. 

Tea, many alſo Jacob-like imbrace 

Leah for Rachel, common Gifts for Grace. 

And in their Boſoms hug tt, till the light 
Diſcover their miſtake, and clear their ſight. 
And then like him, confounded they will cry, 
Al ! "tis Leah, cars'd Hypocriſee. 

Guide me my God, that I may not inſtead 

Of ſaving Grace, nurſe up this curſed Weed. 

O let my Heart by thee at laſt be found | 
Sincere, and all thy workings on it ſound. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XII. 


Upon the Dangers incident to Corn from 
Seed-time to Harveſt. 


Fowls, Weeds, and Blaſtings do your Corn annoy 
Even ſo Corruptions would your Grace deſtroy. 


OBSERVATION. 


Here are (amongſt many others) three Critical 

and dangerous periods betwixt the Seed-time 

and Haryeft. The firſt, when Corn is newly com» 
mitted to the Earth, all that Iyes uncovered is 
quickly pickt up by the Birds; and much of that 
which is but ſlightly covered, is fiockt up as foon 
as it begins to ſprout, by Rooks and other devour- 
ing Fowls, Mat. 13. 4. but if it eſcape the Fowls, 
and gets root in the Earth, yet then it is hazarded 
by noxious Weeds, which purloin and ſuck away 
its nouriihment, whilſt it is yet in the tender blade. 
It by the care of the vigilant Husdandman it be 
freed from choaking Weeds 3: yet laſtly, as great a 
danger as any of the former ſill attends it ; for of- 
tentimes, whilſt it is blowing in the ear, blaſtivgs, 
and mildews {mite it in the tialk, which cuts off che 
juice and ſap that ſhould afcend to nouriſh the ear; 
and fo ſhrivels and dries up the Gran whilſt ic is 
yet immature, whereby ic becomes like thoſe cars 
of Corn in Pharaoh's Viſion, which were thin, and 
blaſted with the Eaſi-wind 3. or like the cars che * 
| | M 2 Pſalmiſt.. 
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Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of upon the Houfe-top, wherewith 
_ the Reaper filleth not his Arms. 
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APPLICATION. 


Rue Grace from the Infancy to the perfe@ion 
T thereof, conflicts with far more greater dan+ 
gers, amorglt which it an{werably meets with three 
dangerous periods which marvellouſly. hazard. it ; 


So that it is a much greater wonder that it ever ar- 


rives at its juſt perfetion. For, (.1.) No ſooner 
hath the great Husbandman diſſeminated theſe holy 
Seeds in the regenerate Heart, but multitudes of 
impetuous Corruptions immediately aſſault, and 
would certainly devour them like the Fowls of the 
Air, did not the ſame Arm that ſowed them, alſo 
prote&t chem. It fares with Grace, as with Chrift 
its Author, whom Herod ſought to deſtroy in his 
very Infancy. The new Creature is ſcarce warm 
in its ſeat, before it muſt fight to defend it (elf. 
This Conflict is excellently ſet forth in that famous 
Text, Gal. 5. 17. The Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, 
and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and theſe are contrary 
the one to the other \ ſo that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would. 

By Fleſh here, underfiand the corruption of na- 
ture by Original Sin, and the finful motions there- 
of; by Spirit, not the Soul, or natural Spirit of 
Man, but the Spirit of God in Man,: viz. thoſe 
Graces in Men which are the Workmanihip of the 
Spirit, and thercforc called by his Name. The op- 
policion betwixt theſe two is exprefled by luſting, 
C 4. e. ) defiging the mutual ruin and deſirucion 
of each other tor even when they are not aGing, 
yet ;hen they arc luſting, there is an oppoſite dif- 
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polition againſt each other 3 which oppoſition is 
both a formal and aneffeFive oppotition. There are 
two contrary forms, two Men in every Saint, Col. 
3- 9,12. From hence an effeQive oppolition muſk 
needs follow for as thingsare in their Natures and 
Principles, fo they are in their Operations and Ef- 
feats 3 Workings always follow Beings 3 Fire and 
Water are of contrary qualities, and when they 
meet, they effectively oppoſe each other. Sin and 
Grace are fo oppolite, that if Sin ſhould ceaſe to 
oppoſe Grace,” it would ceaſe to be Sin; and if 
Grace (hould not oppoſe Sin, it would ceaſe to be 
Grace. And this doth much more endanger the 
work of Grace, than any other Enemy it hath 
becauſe it works againſt it more inwardly, conſtantly, 
and advantagioufly, than any thing elſe can do. 
( 1. ) More inwardly, for 'it hath its being and 
working in the fame Soul where Grace dwells ; yea, 
in the ſelf-fame Faculties, ſo that it not only (ets 
one Faculty againſi another, but the ſame Faculty 
againſi it (cif, the Underſtanding againſt the Un- 
derftanding, and the Will againli the Will 3 fo 
that ye cannot do the good, nor yet the evil that ye 
would 3 not the good that ye would, becauſe when 
che Spirit moves to good, and beats upon the 
Heart by Divine Pulfations, exciting it to Duty, 
the Fleſh croſſes and oppoſes it there 3 and if it can-" 
not totally hinder the performance of a Daty, yet it 
lames the Soul upon the working hand, whereby 
the performance is not ſo Spiritual, free and com- 
poſed, as it defires; nor yet the evil that you 
would commit, if Grace were not there, becauſe 
when Luſi irs in its firft motions, Grace puts a rub 
inits way, How can I do this great wickedneſs, and 

fin againſt Gid ? Gen. 39. 9, And if it cannot” 
oe os M 3 | ___ (whisn 
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( which for the moſt part it doth ) hinder theaQing 
of fin, yet it ſo engages the Will againſt it, that ir 
js not committed with complacency and full con- 
ſent, Rom.7.15. What I do I allow not. 2.) It 
oppoſes it more conſtantly, it's like a continual 
dropping 3 a Man can no more fly from this Eye- 
my, than from himſelf. There 1s a time when the 


Devil leaves tempting, Mat. 4. 11. but no time 


when Corruption ceafes from working. And Jaft- 
ly, it oppoſes Grace more advantagiouſly than any 
other Enemy can do, for it is not only always in the 
ſame Soul with it, but it is there naturally; it 
hath the advantage of the Soyl which ſuits with it. 
And yer, Oh the wonder of free Grace ! It is not 
{ſwallowed ap in Victory, it efcapes this hazard. 

But ( 2Jy.) it ſoon meets with another, though 
it eſcape this, even by Temptations which firike 
deſperately at the very Life of it » for theſe, like the 
Weeds, which ſeemingly loving imbraces, claſp 
about it; and did not the faithful God now make 
a way to eſcape, inſtead of an Harvefi, we ſhould 
have an keap ? for, alas, what are we ! to wreſtÞ 
with Principalities and Powers, and Spiritual Wick- 
ednefles in high places ? - 

Latily, Sad Relapſes like blaſts and ruſiings do 
often fade, and greatly endanger it, when it's even 
ready for the Harveſt, Thus it fell out with Da- 
vid, whoſe laſt ways were not like its firftz ard yet 
by this, theſe holy Fruits are not utterly defiroyed, 
bc<caule it is the Seed of God; and fo is Immortal, 
1 fohn5. 4,5. Ard alſo becauſe the Promiſes of 


Perſeverance and Victory made to it, cannot be 


frulirared > amongſt which theſe are excelient, I/a. 
54. 10. Jer. 34. 40, I Cor. 1. 8. Pſal. 1. 3. Pſal. 


125. 4. fobn 4.14. Sothat hcre is matter of un- 
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The heavenly uſe of earth, ty things. -I5t 
ſpeakable Comfort; though che Fleſh (ay ,' Ego 
deficiam, | will fail thee; though the World fay, 
Ego decipiam, T will deceive thee'; though the De- 


vil fay, Ego eripiam, I will Inatch thee away 3 yet 


as long as Chrift ſaith, I will never leave thee nor 


forſake thee; thy Graces are f(ecure in the midi of 
all theſe Enemies. h | 


REFLECTIONS. 


x. This Soul of mine was once 
plowed dp by Conviction, and fown The Apoſtates 
( as I thought ) with the Seed of Reflediton. 
God. In thoſe days many purpoſes | 
and good reſolutions began to chink and bud forth, 
promiling a bleſſed Harveſi : But O ! ( with what 
conſternation and horror {hould I ſpeak it? ) the 
Cares and Pleaſures of this Life, the Lufis and 
Corruptions of my bafe Heart fpringing up, have 
quite deftroyed and choakt it ; by which it appears 
it was not the Seed of God, asI ther imagined it 
fo bez and now my cexpeRted Harveſt ſhall be an 
heap, in the day of griet and deſperate ſorrow, 1/. 
17.11. I had Convictions, but they are gone : 
Troubles for Sin, Conſcience of Duties, but all . is 
blaſted, and my Soul is now as a Barren Field, 
which God hath curſed. ' 

Woe is me / I have revolted from God, and 
now that dreadtul word, Fer. 17. 5,6. is evidently 
fulfilled upon me 3 For I am like the beath in the de- 
fart, that ſeeth not when good cometh , my Soul inha- 


bits the patched places of the wilderneſs. Alas ! all | [ 


my formal and heartleſs Duties were but as fo many 
ſcaxe-crows in the Field, which could not defend 


theſe flight workings from being devoured by the 


M 4 Infernal] 
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of God, no doubt they would have continued and 
overcome the World, 1 Fobn 2. 19. Wretched 
Soul ! thy Caſe is ſad, it will be better with the 
uncultivated Wilderneſs, than with ſuch a miſcar- 
rying Soy], unleſs the great Husbandman plow thee 
up the ſecond time, and ſow thy Heart with bet- 
ter Sced. 

2. And are the Corruptions of my 
arg Heart to Grace, what Fowls, Weeds, 
ion, and Mildews are to the Com ? O 

what need have I then to watch my 
Heart, and keep ft with all diligence 3 for in. the 
Life of that Grace is wrapt up the Life of my Soul. 
He that carries a Candle in his Hand in a bluſiring 
formy Night, hat] need to cover it cloſe, leſt it be 
blown our, and he left in darkneſs. Olet me ne- 
ver ſay, God hath promiſed it. ſhall perſevere, and 
therefore I need not be ſo folicitous to preſerve it ; 
for as this inference is quite oppolite to the nature 
of true Grace and Affurance, which never incourage 
to carcleſneſs, but provoke the Soul toan induſtrious 


uſe of Means to preſerve jt, So, it is in it ſelf an 


irrational and (enfſleſs Conclufion, which will never 
follow from any Scripture Promiſe : For although 
it is readily granted, that God hath made many 
comfortable and ſweet Promiſes to.the Graces of his 
People, yet we muſt expe& to enjoy the Benefits 


and Bi:flings of all thoſe Promiſes, in that way and . 


order in which God hath promiſed them; and that 
is in the careful and diligent uſe of thoſe means 
which he hath preſcribed, Ezek. 36. 35, 37. for Pro- 
miſcs do not exclude, but imply the uſe of means, 
Ads 27. 31. I know my Life is determined. to a 
gay, i© an hour, and1I ſhall live out every minute 
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152 Husbandry Spiritualized; Or, 
Infernal Fowls, Had theſe Principles been the Secd 


God hath appointed ; but yet, I am bound to pro- 
vide Food, Raiment and Phyfick to preſerve it. 

To — , Let all — 
Chriſtians refle& ſeriouſly upon this g 
Troth, and ſuck Marrow and Fatnefs TI 
out of it to ſtrengthen and efiabliſh -- 
them againſt all their fears 3 your Lite, your Spiri- 
tual Life, hath for many years hanged in ſuſpence 
before you 3 ard you have often ſaid with David, I 


ſhall one day fall by the Hand of Sau]. Deſpond- 
ing, . trembling Soul, lift up thine Eyes and look 
- upon | the Fields, the Corn lives fill, and grows 


up 3 though Birds have watcht to devour it, Snowg 
have covered it, Beaſts have cropt it, Weeds have 
almoſt choake ir, yet it's preſerved. And hath not 
God more care of that precious Seed of his own 


Spirit in thee, than any Husbandman hath of his 


Corn? Hath he not faid, That having begun the 
good work in thee, he will perfed it to the day of 
Chrift 2 Phil, 1. 6, Hath he not ſaid, 7 give zento 
them eternal life, and they ſhall newer periſh 7 John 
10. 28, Haſi thou' not many times fall, and 
thought of it, as thou doft now, and yet it lives ? 
O what matter of unſpeakable joy and comfort is 
this to upright Souls.! Well then, be not diſcou- 
raged, for thou doft not run as one uncertain, nor 
fight as one that beats the Air, 1 Cor. 9. 26. bat 


' the Foundation of God flands ſure, having this 


Seal, the Lord knows who are his, 2 Tim. 2. 19. 
Though thy Grace be weak, thy God is firong 3 
though the Stream ſeem ſometimes fo fail, yet it's 
fed by an ever-flowing Fountain. ny | 
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#54 Hubandhy Spirttaaeed; Or, 


The POEM. 


C juſtly wondered that an ear of Corn, 

- Should come at laſt in ſafety to the Barn, 
Te vyens through many hazards, threatning barms, 
Betwixt the Sowers Hands, and Reapers Arms. 
The Earth no ſooner takes it from the ſack, 
But you may ſee behind the Sowers back 

A Troop of Thieves, which would at once deftroy 
That Seed in which Iyes hid the Sed of joy. 
This dangerous period paſt, it ſoon doth fall 

Into a ſecond, no leſs critical. 
It (hooteth forth the tender blade, and then © 
The noxious Weeds endanger it apen. 
Tbeſe claſp about it till they kindly chook, 

The Corn, as flattering Toy doth the Oak, 

Ave Weeds deſtroyed, and all that danger paſt ? 
Lo now another comes, the worſt at lift. 

For when ith ear it blows, begins to kern, 

A mildew ſmites it which you can't diſcern; 

Nor any way prevent till all be loſt 3 

The Corn deftroy'd, with all your hopes and coſt. 
Thres ſaving Grace, that precious Seed of Foy, 
Which Hell and Nature plat how to deſtroy, 
Eſcapes ten thouſand dangers firſt and laſt. 

O who can ſay now all the danger's palt 2 

"Tis like a crazy Bark toſt in a Storm, 

Or like a Taper which is flrangely born 

Without s Lanthorn in a bluſtring night 5 

Or lhe to glimmering ſparks whoſe dying light 
Ts till preſerv'd : The roaring waves ſwell high 
Like moving Mountains in the darkned Sky 

On their proud backs, the little Bark is even 
Mounted unte the Battlements of Heaven, 


hel © alt 1 i 06 os ws 


' The beavenly uſe of earthly things. 

© From thence diſmounted 20 the Deeps doth ſlide, 
Receiving Water upon every fide 3 

Tet be whoſe voice the rs Waves obey, . 
Brings it at laft unto the quiet Key, | $i 
The bluftring Winds firive with a fatal puff, 
To bring the Tapor to a ſtinking ſnuff; 

Their churliſh blaſts extinguiſh it, and then 
Our gentle breath recovers it agen. © 

The fainting ſparks beneath the Aſhes lye, - 
Where choakt and ſmotber'd they begin to die; 
-But theſe collefed, we do gentlyblow, 
T:Il from faint ſparks to lively flames the "i 
. Even thus is ot preſervd, Bt 

By conftant wonders, Grace doth live and thrive. 


— —_— 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Upon the Patience of the Husbandman for 
the Harveſt. ho 


þ ont." 


Our Hnsbendmen for Harveſt wait and ſtay, 
O let not any Saint do leſs than they. 


Q 


———_ 


OBSERVATION. 


T2 expecation of a good Harveſt at laſt, 
makes the Husbandman with uncired. pati- 
ence to digeſt all his Jabours. He that plows, 
plows in hope, I Cor. 6. 19. and they are not- fo 
irrational to think, they ſball preſently be partakers 
of their hope, nor (o fooliſh to anticipate the Har- 
A _ | veſt, 


.ned, but arc content to plow, ſow and weed 
- and when it's \fully ripe, then they go forth 
into their Fields, and reap it down withyoy. 


APPLICATION. 


difficult labours, and make them wait with 
invincible patience till the reapivg time come? 
Much more ſhould the expeQation of Eternal Glo- 
ry ficel and fortihe my Spirit againft all intercur- 
xent hardſhips and difficulties. Te Jeaft of all be- 
comes a Chriſtian to be of an haſty and impatient 


#be upright in beart, Plal, 92. 11. Behold the Huſ- 
bandman waiteth, 8c. Jam.5.7. Be patient there- 
fore my Brethren, for the coming of the Lord draws 
near. There are three great Arguments to perſwade 
Chriſtians to a long-ſuffering and patient frame un- 
der ſufferings. ( 1.) The example of Chriſt, 1/2. 
53.7. to think how quietly he ſuffered all injurics 
and difficulties with invincible patience, is ſufficient 
to ſhame the beſt of Chrifiians, who are of ſuch 
ſhort Spirits. I have read of cne Elezarius a Noble- 
man, that when his Wife wondered at his excecd- 
jog great paſence in bearing injuries ; he thus an- 
ſwered her, You know ſometimes my heart is rea- 
dy to riſe with indignation againſt ſuch as wrong 


that Chriſt ſuffer'd, and ſay thus to my ſelf, al- 
though thy Servant. ſhould pluck thy Beard, and 
ſmite thee on thy Face, this were nothing to what 


; Enbondy Spirituaized' Or," 
by cutting down their Com before it be fully | 


AN alittle Corn cauſe Men to digeRt fo many | 


Spirit. Light #s ſown for the righteous, and joy for | 


me, but I preſently begin to think of the wrongs if 


thy Lord ſaffer'd : He ſuffered more and greater 
things 3 and afure your (elf ( Wife ) I never leave 


off thinking on the injuries done to my Saviour, till 
f ſuch time as my mind be fill and quiet. To this 


| Chriſt's Humiliation $ Was Chrift the Lord of Gleso 
ry thus humbled and emptied of his fulneſs of Glo- 


# deſert of fin, Lam. 3. 39. Why doth the living man 
. complain ? TE was a good ſaying of blefled Green- 
< MW ham ; When fin lyes heavy, affliction lyes light. 
2 Ml And it is a famous inſtance which 


+ | Dr. Taylor gives us of the Duke of P*: 72ers . 


ir. B. Conde ; I have read ( faith he ) when kevngh. > 


x- | the Duke of Conde had ' voluntarily 

ne  cntred into the Incommodities of a Religious Po- 
for | verty and Retirement 3 he was one day fpyed and 
{- B pitycd by a Lord of Zaly, who out of tenderneſs 
re- & wiſht him to be more careful and nutritive of his 
w; | Perſon 3 the good Duke anſwered, Sir, +be not 
de I troubled, and think not that I am ill provided of 
n- | Conveniences, for I ſend an Harbinger before.me 
a, | fhat makes ready my Lodgings, and rakes care that 
ies I be Royally entertained. The Lord asked him, 
nt & who was his Harbinger ? He an{wered, the know- 
ch | fedge of my ſelf, and the conſideration of what I 
le- |} deſerve for my fins, which is Eternal Tozments 3 


ed- jj 20d when with this knowledge I arrive at my_* 


in- | Lodgings, how unprovided ſoever I find ic, me- 
ca- |} thinks ic is ever better than I deſerve ;z and as the 
ng I f{enſe of fin, which merits Hell, ſweetens preſent 
ngs | Cifficulties 3 ſo, ( to come home to the preſent fi- 
2l-  Pilitude ) do the expectations and hopes of a bleſ- 
and | {ed Harveſt and Reward in Heaven. This made 
hat | Abrabam willing co wander up and down many 
years as a Stranger in the World 3 for he looked 


heavenly ufe of earthly things. 157 
purpoſe it was well noted by Bernard, ſpeaking 'of 


ry 2 And (hall ſuch a Worm as I (well? (2.) The 


tor a City that hath Foundations, whoſe [Builder 
and. 
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x58 Hulbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 


is encouragement enongh to work hard, and wait % 
long ; yetfome Chriſtians are ſo impatient of it, = 
that they would fain be reapifthg before the. time ; wo 


but as God hath by an unalterable Law of Nature, 
appointed both the Seaſons of Seed-time and Har: M 
veſt ( which are therefore called ' the appointed 
Weeks of the Harveſt ) Fer. 5. 24. afid theſe cans [ 
not be haſten'd 3 but when we have done all. that we ry 
canon our part, muſi wait til} God ſend the former ” 


. and thelatter Rain, and given every natural cauſe = 
its effect. So is jt in reference to our. Spiritual Bar- us 


veſtz we are appointed to (weat in the uſe of all 
God's appointments, and when we have done all, Go 
matt patiently wait till the Divine Decrees be ac- 


compliſhed, and the time of the Promiſe be fully | my 
come 3 In due time we ſhall reap, if we faint not. - To _ 


which patient expectation, and quiet waiting for 2" 
the Glory to come, theſe following Conſiderations 
are of excellent uſe. 

T1. As the Husbandman knows when the Seed- 
time is paſt, it wil! not be long to the Harveſt ; and 3 
the longer he waits, the nearer fill ic is. So the 
Chriſtian knows, Ie is but yet a lutle while, and fl po 
that ſhall come will come, and will not tarry, Heb. 10. befo 
37. And that now bi ſalvation is nearer than when ht 
firſt believed, Rom. 13.11, Whara ſmall point ff ,. 
time is our waiting time, compared with Eternity? ro 
Yet a few days more, and then comes the long ex- ©, _ 
petcd and welcome Harveſt. | = 

2. The Husbandman can tind other work to do, |; 


before the reaping time come 3 he need not-ſiand fetic 
idle, though he cannot yet reap. And cannot 4 ly re; 
Chriſtian find any work to do for God, till hc the C 


come to Heaven ? Q, there is much work to þ. 


— 
— 


and fach wW 


i 


EAVERLY WC O COLMILY THEHSS. 

ork as is only proper to this Se 
You may now reprove fin, exhort to duty, ſuccour 
the difireſſed 3 this is good work, and this is your 
only time for ſuch ,work ;. the whole of Eternity 
will be taken up in other Imployments. I think is 
meet ( ſaith Petty ) as long as 1 am in this Taberna- 


cle, to ſtir up your minds, knowing ſhortly, that T malt. 


put off this Tabernacle, 2 Pet. 1.13, 14. 9. 4. I 


know I have but a little time to work among you, 


1 am almoti at Hcavewn 3 and therefore am willing 
to husband this preſent moment as well as I can for 
you- O Chriſtians ! you need not ſtand idle, looks 
round about you upon the multitude of forlorn Sin- 
ners, ſpeak now to them for God, ſpeak now to- 
God for them; .,for ſhortly you {hall fo ſpeak no 
more, you (hall ſee them no more till you ſee them 


at ChriR's Bar 3 God leaves you here for their ſakes, 


up and be doing : If you had done all you were to 
do for your ſelves and them, he would have you 
to Heaven immediately, you ſhould not wait a 
moment longer for your-Glory. 

3. Husbandmen know, though they cannot yet 
gather in the precious Fruits of the Earth, yet all 
this while they arc ripening and preparing for the 
Harveſt 3 they would not houſe it green, or take it 
before its time. And is not this alſo my prepara- 
tion time for Glory ? As God prepared Heaven for 
his people, by an Eternal Decree, Mar. 25. 34. by 


an Ac of Creation, Heb. 11.10. by the death of 


Chrifi, which made a. purchaſe of it, Heb. 10. 19, 
20. and by his Aſcenſion into it, Fohn 14. 2,3. So 
the reafon why weare kept here, is in order to our. 
fitting for it. Heaven is ready, but we are not ful- 


ly ready ; the Barn is fit to receive the Corn, but 


% 


the Corn is not fit to be gathered into. it, Bus for 


zhis 
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T60 —FHustranary Spiriiuatized 3 Or 
#bjs - ſelf ſame thins God is now working us, 2 Cor. 
5. 5. he is every day at work, by Ordinances, and 
by Providences, to perfe& his work in us 5 and 
as ſoon as that is finiſhed, we [hall hear a voice 
 Tike that, Rev. 1x. 12. Come up bither, and imme- C 
diately we ſhall be in the Spirit tor how ardently ſo- fr 
| ever we long for that deſircable day, Chriſt longs Y 
W: for it more than we can do. 'E] G 
| 4. The Husbandman is glad of the Firli-fruits, Y ,, 
that incourages him, thougſf. the greiteſt part be ſÞ © 


#| yet out ; and have not you received the Firſi-fruits "8 
on of that Glory ? Have you no Earneſis, Pledges, and et 
Firfi-truits of it ?. *Tis your own faulc, if every rr 
day you feed not upon ſuch bleſſed comforts of the ne 


Spirit, Rom. 8. 23. Rom. 5. 2. 1 Pet. 8, 9. O F. 


how might the interpoſing time, even all the days a 
of your patience here, be (weetned with ſuch pre» '0 
libations of the Glory to come ! he 

5. Husbandmen know *cis beſt to reap, when *cis ve 
fit to reap 3 one handful fully ripe is worth many bc 
Sheaves of green Corn. And you know, Heaven 9] 


will be {weeteſt to you, when youare fitteſt for it ; th 
the Child would pluck the Apple while it's green, th 
but he might gather it eaſier, and taſte it ſweeter, tio 
by tarrying longer for it, We would fain be glori- & Io 
fed per ſaltum. When we have got a tafie of Hea- Þ &e 
ven, we areall in haſte to be gone. Then, Otchat W hx 
I had Wings as a Dove ! I would fly away and be co» 
at reſt, Then we ery to God for our (elves, as wh 
Moſes for his Siſter Miriam, Heal ber | now | O God, thi 
1 beſeech thee, Numb. 12.13. Glorifie me now, Ol He 
Lord, I pray thee ! Bur ſurely, as God hath con- Ing 
trived thy Glory in the beti of ways, ſo he hath ap- to 
pointed for thee the fitteſt of Seaſons ; and when- 
ever thou art gathered into Glory, thou ſhalt comie 
as a ſhock of Corn in its Seaſon. R E- 


REFLECTION. 


] Have waited for thy Salvation, 


O God ! Having received thy Firſt- —— ng 
frults, my Soul longs to fill ics Bo- &Gj,n 


ſom with the full ripe Sheaves of 


Glory. As the Hart panteth for the water-brooks, [o 


panteth my Soul for thee, O God: O, when (hall 1 


come and appear before God ?. I deſire to be dif-. 
ſolved, and to be with Chrift. - When ſhall I fee 
that molt lovely Face 2 When ſhall I hear his Soul- 
tranſporting voice? Some need patience to dye, I 
need it as much to live-! Thy fights, O God, by 
Faith, have made this Woxld a burden, this Body 
a burthen, and this Soul to cry Kke thirſty David, 
O that one would give me of the Waters of Betble- 
hem to drink ! The Husbandman longs for his Har- 
velit, becauſe it is the reward of all his royl and la- 
bour 3 but what is his Harveſt to mine? What is 
a little Corn to the enjoyment of God ? What is 
the joy of Harveſt, to the joy of Heaven ? What are 
the ſhoutings of Men in the Fields, to the acclama- 
tions of glorified Spirits in the Kingdom of God 2 
Lord , I. have gone forth bearing "more precious 
Seed than they 3. when ſhall I return rejoicing , 
bringing my Sheaves with me? Their Harveſt 
comes when they receive their Corn, mine comes 
when I leave it. O much deſired Harveſt! O day.of 
the gladneſs cf my Heart! How long Lord! How long 7 
Here I wait as the poor Man at Bethſaida's Pool,look- 
ing when my turn will come, but every one tieps in- 
to Heaven before re ; yet Lord, I am content to 
wait till my time be fully come. IT would be con- 


tent to ſlay for my glorification, till 1 have finiſhe . 
N 


the 
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be heaventy uſe of earthly things. 161 _ 


the work of my Generation; and when I have done 
the will of God, then to receive the Promife, If 
. thou have any work on Earth to ufe me in, I am 


| l content to abide ; Behold, the Husbandman wait- 
&th, andſo will I; for thou art a God of Judg- NW - | 
ment, ard blcfſcd are all they that wait for thee. 7 


| © EE 2. But how doth my flothful Sou] 
| Lk "+ "thy fiok down into the Fleſh, and ſettle it 
; ky cm” -{ef in the Love of this Animal Life ? Z 
; How dothit hug, and wrap up it ſelf 7 
| in the Garment of this Mortality, not defiring to Fi 
| be removed hence, to the more perfe& and bleſſed ) 
'þ fiate? The Husbandman indeed is content to flay 
| | ill the appointed Weeks of the Harveſt 5 but would 
| 
| 


he be content to wait always ? O my ſcnſual Heart ' 

Is this Life of Hope as conteniful to thee, as the | » 
Life of Vition will be 2 Why doſt thou not groan : 
within thy («lf, that this Mostality might be ſwal- MF 
lowed up of Life ? Doth not the Scripture deſcribe 7 
the Saints by their earneſt looking for the Mercy of f 
our Lor? Jeſus unto Eternal Life? Fade 21. By T, 
their hajtening unto the coming of the day of God, 2 Pet. 
3.12, What is the matter that my Heart hangs 

back ? Doth guilt .lye upon my Conſcience 2 Or Gy 
have I gotten into a pleaſant condition in the 
World, which makes me fay as Perer on the Mount, B 
It's good to be here ? Or want I the aſſurance of a , 
better (late * Mutt God make all my Earthly Com- 

forts die, bcfore I ſhall be willing to die ? Awake 7 
Faith, awake my Love 3; beat up the drowzy de- is "7 
fires of my Soul, that I may ſay, make haſte my w] 
Bzloved, and come away. | | --. 
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a The POEM: 
oo N Q prudent Hutbandman expe 
b fl | The fruit of what he ſows, 
Till every cauſe bave its effels > 
7 And then be reaps and mows. 
j- He works in hope the year throughout, 
. And counts no labour loſt '; 
2 If when the Seaſon comes about 
4 Hyis Harveſt quit his coſt. 
: His rare example juſtly may 
| Rebuke, and pnt to ſhame 5 


ne | My Soul which ſows its Seed one day, 


ri And hoks to reap the ſame. 

*: Ir curſed Nature now bicome 

: So kind @ Soyl to Grace, 

4 That to perfefion it ſhould come 

” Within ſo ſkwrt a ſpace. 

Grace ſprings not #Þ with ſpeetl and eaſe 

: Like Muſhrooms in a Night, Ef 
: z But rather by degrees increaſe 

- As doth the Morning-light. Ku 

" 1s Corn fo dear: to Husbandmen ? 


. Much more is Hearn to me, 
J BB Phy fhould not T have patience then ? 
To wait as well as he. 


N 2 


| ir64 Hubadry Spiritualized; Or, 
[1 To Promiſes appointed years, 
3 By God's Decrees are ſet ; 
i Theſe once expir'd beyond its fears 
| My Soul ſhall quickly get. 


How ſmall a part of haſty time 

Which quickly will expire, 

Doth me within this World confine, 
And then comes my deſire. 


Come Lord, how long | my Soul hath gaſp d, 
Faith my Aﬀedions warms 3 
O when ſhall my poor Soul beclaſp'd 


In its Redeemers Arms. - 


The time ſeems longs, yet here I'll lye 
'Till thou my God do call, 
It is enough, Eternity 
Will make amends for all. 


CHAT. AV. 
Upon the Harveſt Seaſon. 


Corn fully ripe, is reaped, and gather'd in. 
| So muſt your Sevels, when ripe in Grace or Sits 


— — FR 
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. OBSERVATION. 


Hen the Fields are white to Harveſt, then 
1 Husbandmen walk through them, rub the 
ears ; and tinding the grain full and ſolid, they pre- 


- rr 
- _ — 


(ently 
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be heavenly aſe of earthly things. x65 
ſently prepare their Scythes and Sickles, (end -fot 
their Harveſi-men, who. quickly reap. and mow 
them down; and after theſe follow the Binders, 
who itch it up.z from the Field where it grew it's 
carried to the Barn, where it 1s thrathed out; the 
good Grain gathered into an heap, the Chaff ſepa- 
rated and burnt, or thrown to the Dunghil How 
bare and naked do the Fields tbok after Harveſt, 
which before were pleaſant to behold 2 When the - 
Harveſt-men enter into the Field, itis ( to allude 
to that, Foel. 2. 3. ) before them, like the Garden 
of Eden, and behind them a deſolate Wilderneſs x 
and in ſome places it's uſual to fer Fire to the dry 
Stubble, -when the Corn is houſed 3 which rages 
furiouſly, and: covers it all with Aſhes. | , 


APPLICATION. 


HE Application of this, I find made to my 
hands by Chriſt himſelf in 24et. 13.35, 39. 
The field is the world, the good ſeed are the children of 
the kingdom, the tares are the children of the wicked 
one, the enemy that ſamed them is the Devil, the 
harveſt is the end of the world, the reapers are- the 
Angels. 
The Field is the World 3 there both the godly 


| and ungodly live and grow together, till they be 


both ripe, and. then they ſhall both be reaped down 


; bydeath ; Death is the Sickle chat reaps down both. 


I will open this Alkgory in the following Parti- 
culars, 

I, Io. a catching Harveſt, when the Husband- 
man feces the Clouds begin to gather and grow 
black, he hurries in his Corn with all poſlible hatte, 
and houſes day and night, 
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the Saints- into. their Graves, when Judgments : are 
coming upon the World, 1/2. 57. 1. The righteoms 
periſh, and no man layeth it to heart, and merciful 
men are taken away ; none conſidering that the righte- 
ous is taken away from tbe evil to come. Methuſelab 
died the year before the Floud, Auguſtine a little be- 
fore the Sacking of Hippo, Parews juſt before the 
taking of Heidelberge , Luther a little before the 
Wars brake out in Germany 3 but what ſpake 1 of 
fingle Saints ? Sometimes: the Lord Houſes: great 
numbers together, -before ſome (weeping Judgment 
comes. How many bright- and glorious Stars did 
(ct almoſt. together, within the compaſs of a few 
years, to the afionilhment of 'many wiſe and ten- 
der hearts in England. I find ſome of them thus 
- ranked ina Fancral Elegy.' ; ' 


The Learned T wiſſe went firſt, (it was his right )- 
Then holy Palmer, Burroughs, Love, Gouge, White, 
Hill, Whitaker, grave Gataker, and Strong, 

Perne, Marſhal, Robinſon, af! gone along. © 

I have not -nam'd them half, their only ftrife 

 Hath been ( of late }) who ſhould firſt part with Life. 
Theſe fery who yet ſurvive, ſick of this Age, 

Long to bave done their parts and leave tbe ſtage. 


The Lord ſees it better for them to be under- 
ground than above-ground; and therefore by a mer- 
ciful Providence ſets chem ont of harms way. 

2, Neither the Corn, or Tares, can poſlibly re- 
b{ the ſharp #nd keen Sickle; - when it's applyed to 
them þy the Reapers Hard 5 neither can the godly 
or ungodly rcfalt the firoke of Death when God in- 
Ricts ir, Eccleſ, 6, 8, No mgn ean keep alive hig' own 


: So doth God the great Husbandman, he :þurries - 
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Soul in the day of death, and there is no diſcharge in 
that war. The frail Body of Man is as uzable to 
withſtand that ſtroke, as the weak Reeds, or feeble 
Stalks of the Corn are to rcfilt the keen Scythe and 
ſharp Sickle. 

' 3. The Reapers receive the Wheat which they 
cut down, into theix Arms and Boſom. Hence that 
expreſſion by way of imprecation upon the wicked, 
Pſal. x29. 7. Let them be as the graſs upsn the houſe- 
zop, which withers before it grows up, wherewith the 
mower fitleth not his hand; nor he that bindeth ſheaves 
his boſom. Such withered Graſs are the wicked, 
who are never taken into the Reapers Boſom 3 but 
as ſoon as Saints are cut down by death, they fall 
into the Hands and Bofoms of the Angels of God, 


who bear them in their Arms and Bofoms to God - 


their Father, Luke 16. 22. For look, as theſe ble(- 
(cd Spirits did exceedingly rejoice at cheir Converſi- 
on, Luke 15. 10. and thought it no diſhonour to 
miniſter to them whilſt they Good in the Field, Heb. 
I..14, So when they arecut down by death, they 
will rejoice to be theix Convoy to Heaven. js 

4. When the. Corn and Weeds are reap'd or 
mowed down, they ſhall never grow any more in 
that Field 3 neither ſhall we ever return to live an 
Animal Life any more after death, Fob 7. 9, 10. As 
the cloud is conſumed and vaniſheth away ; ſo he that 
goeth down to the grave, ſhall come up no more ;, be ſhall. 
return no more to Fi houſe, nether ſhall his place know 
him any more. + I, 

Laftly, ( to come home to the particular ſubje& of 
this Chapter ) the Reapers are never ſent to cut 
down the Harveſt, till it be fully ripe 3 ncither 
will God reap down Saints or Sinners, till they be 
come to a maturity of Grace or Wickedneſs, Saints 
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arc not reap'd down till their .Grace be ripe, Fob © C 
5- 26. Thouſhalt come to thy prave in a full age, as r 
a ſhock of Corn cometh in #s ſeaſon. * Not that N 


* every godly Man dies in fuch a full old Age Þ HF 
©(faith Mr. Cary! on the place ) but yet in one { 
© (cnſe it is an univerſal truth, and ever fulfilled ; g 
© for whenſoever they die, they die in a good Age; | $ 
. © yea, thou h'they die in the ſpring and flower of 
* their youth, they die in a good old Age, (ze) | — 
© they are ripe for death whenever they die: When- 
* ever a godly Man dies, it's Harveſt time with him, 
* though in a natural Capacity he be cut down 
© while he is green, and cropt in the bud or blof- I. 
*fom ; yetin his ſpiritual Capacity, he never dies 
\ ©*before he be ripe. God ripens his ſpeedily, when | w 
© he intends to take them out of the World ſpeedily; ÞB fo 
* he can let out ſuch warm Rays and Beams of his Þ in 
* Spirit upon them, as ſhall ſoon maturate the Seeds = lot 
© cf Grace into a preparedneſs for Glory. {ti 
The wicked alſo have their ripening time for | ga 
Hell and Judgment 3 God doth with much long- |Þ th 
ſuffcring endure the Veſſels of Wrath prepared; for | cal 
D={iruftion. Of their ripeneſs for Judgment the jÞ Sa 
Scripture often {peaks, Gez. 15.16, The fin of the 8 pr, 
Amorites is not yet full, And of Babylon it's (aid, þ (cl 
Fer. 51. 13. O thou that dwelleſt upon many waters, | fin 
thine end is come, and the meaſure of thy covetouſ- | Pl: 
neſs. | | be 
*Tis worth remarking, that the meaſure of the I} anc 
'Sin, and the <cnd of the Sinner come together. So | ſpe 
Forl 3. 13. Put ye in the fickle, for the barveſt of the || all, 
earth is ripe, for the preſs is full, the fats overflow, for I the 
their wickedneſs is great, Where note, Sinners arc | anc 
not cut down till they be ripe and ready; Indeed, 
hey are never ripe for death, nor ready for the 
| | Is Grave 5 


——— ——— - 


Grave 3 that is, fit to die : Yet they are always 
ripe for wrath, and ready for Hell before theydie . 


Now as Husbandmen judge of the ripeneſs of their 


Harveſi, by the colour and hardneſs of the Grain ; 


ſo may we judge of the ripeneſs both of Saints and - 


Sinners, for Heaven or Hell, by theſe following 
Signs. - 


— m_ 


Three Signs of the Maturity of Grace. 


I- Hen the Corn is near ripe, it bowes the 


head, and fioops lower than when it 


was green. When the People of God are near ripe 
for Heaven, they grow more humble and ſelf-deny- 
ing, than in the days of their firſt Profeſſion, The 
longer a Saint gigws in this World, the better he is 
fill acquainted with his own Heart, and his Obli> 
gations to God 3 both which are very humbling 
things. 
called himſelf the chiefeſt of Sinners, and leaft of 
Saints, 1 Tim. 1. 15. Epb. 3. 6. A Chriftianin the 
progreſs of his Knowledge and Grace, is like a Veſ- 
ſel caſt into the Sea, the more it fills, the deeper it 
finks. Thoſe that went to Study at Athens ( faith 
Plutarch ) at firſt coming, ſeemed to themſelves to 
be wife Men 3 afterwards, only Lovers of Wiſdom, 
and after that, only Rhetoricians, fuch as could 
ſpeak of Wiſdom, but knew little of it, and Jaft of 
all, Ideots in their own Apprehentions ; fill with 
the increaſe of Learning, laying aſide their Pride 
and Arrogancy. 

2. When Harveſt is nigh, the Grain is more {o- 


lid and pithy than eves it was before 3 green Corn is 
ſofc 


beavenly uſe of earthly things. 16 


Paul had one foot in Heaven, when he. 
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ſoft and (pungy, but ripe Corn is ſubſtantial and 


weighty: So it is with Chriſtians 3; the Aﬀections 
_ of a young Chriſtian perhaps are more ferverous and 


ſprightly, but thoſe of a grown Chriſtian are more 


- Judicious and ſolid ; their Love' to Chrift abounds 


more and more in all Judgment, Phil. 1. 9. The 
Limbs of a Child are more aQive and pliable, but 
as he grows up to a perfe& Rate, the parts are 
more conſolidated and firmly knit. The Fingers 
of an old Muſician are not ſo nimble, but he hath a 
more judicious Ear in Muſick, than in his Youth. 

3. WhenComis dead ripe, it's apt to fall of its 
own accord to the ground, and there ſhed 3_where- 


by it doth as it were anticipate the Harveſt-man, 


and calls upon him to put in the Sickle. Not un- 
like to which arc the lookings and longiags, the 
proanings and haftenings of ready Chriſtians to their 
expected Glory 3 they haften to The coming cf the 
Lord, or as Montanus more fitly renders it, They 
haften the coming of the Lord 3 ( 5. e. _) they arc 
urgent and inftant In their defires, and cries to ha- 
ſten his coming 3 their defires ſally fort> to meet 
the Lord, they willingly take Dczih by the Hand 3 
as the Corn bends to the Earth, fo do theſe Souls 
to Heaven. This -ſhews their Harveſt to be near. 


mi T —_——_O} 
M——_— ” — 


Six Signs of the Maturity of Sin, 


Hen Sinners are even dead tripe for Hell, 
theſe Signs appear upon them, ar by theſe 
at leaſt, you may conciude thoſe Souls not to be far 


from wrath, upon whom they appear, 


Je When 


1. When Conſcience is waſted and grown' patt 
feeling, having ino remorle for fin ; when: it ceaſes 
to check; reprove and ſmite'for fin any more,- the 
day of that Sinner is at hand, his Harveſt is even 


| come. | The greateſt violation of Conſcience: is the 


greateſt of fins z this was the Caſe of the forlorn 
Gentiles; ariong whom Satan had ſuch '@ plentiful 


Harveſt ;. the paticnee of! God ſuffered them to. 
grow till their Conſciences were grown feared and 


paſt feeling, Eph. 4. 19. When a Member is fo 
mortified, that if you lance and cut It never fo 
much, no freſh Blood, or quick Fleſh appears, nor 
doth the Man feel any pain in all this, then *tistime 


- to cut it off, 


2. When men give thenſclves over to the fatif- 
faRion oftheir Luſts, to commit fin with greedineſs, 


then are they grown to a maturity of Sin ;-when. 


Men have flipt the Reins of Conſcience, and” ruſh 


headlong into all Impiety, then-the laft Sands of - 


God's patience are running down, Thus Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the Cities about them, in like 
manner gave themſelves over to wickedneſs and 


| ſirange fins; and then Juſtice quickly truſt them 


up for an example, ſuffering the vengeance of Eter- 
nal Fire. 

3. That Man is even rip? for Hell, that is be- 
come a Gontriver of fin, a Dehigner, a Student in 


wickedneſs 3 one would think it ſirange, that avy » 


Man ſhould fet his Invention on work, upon ſuch 2 
Subject as fin is ; that any ſhould ſtudy to become 
a dexterous Artiſt this way, and yet the Scripture 
frequently ſpeaks of ſach, whoſe bellies 'prepare de- 
ceit, Job 15. 35. who travel ' in pain to bring forth, 
this deformed Birth, ver. 20. who wink, with 2hejr 
eyes, Whilſt plodding wickedneſs, as Men uſe pr 

he: . wWnen: 
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when they are moſt intent upon the Study of any 
knotty Problem, Prov. 6.13. Theſe have Comuch 
of Hell already in them, that they arc more than 
half in Hell already. 

4. He that of a forward Profeſſor, is: turn'd a 
bitter Perſecutor, is alſo within a few rounds of the 
top of the Ladder 3 the contempt of their light, the 
Lord hath already puniſhed upon them, in thelr 
obduracy and madneſs againſt the light. Reader, 
if thou be gone thus far, thou art almoſt gone be- 
yond all hope of recovery. Towards other Sinners, 
God uſually exerciſes more patience, but with ſuch 
he makes (hort work. . When Jzdas turns Traytor 
to his Lord, he is quickly ſent to his own place, 
Such as are again intangled and overcome of thoſe | 
Luſts they once d to haveclcan eſcaped, theſe 
bring upon themſclves\ſwift Damnation, and their 
judgment lingers not, 2 Pe. 2. 3, 20. | 

5. He that canendure no reproot or controul in 
the way of his fin, but derides all counſel, and like 
a ſtrong current rages at, and ſweeps away all ob- 
ftacles in his way, will quickly fall into. the dead 
Lake, Prov. 29. 1. He thet being often reproved bar- 
deneth bis neck,, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that 
without remedy, This is a Death-ſpot, a Hell-ſpor, 
where-ever it appears. From this very ſymptom 
the Prophet plainly prediQcd the approaching ruin 
of Amaziab, 2 Chron. 25. 16. IT know tbat God hath 
determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou bait done this, 
and haſt not hearkened to my voice. He that will not 
be timely counſeled, ſhall be quickly deſtroyed. 

Laſily, When a Man comes to glory in his fin, 
and boaſt of his wickedneſs, then it's time to cut 
him down 3 whoſe end is deſtrufion, whoſe glory i 
in their ſhame, Phil. 3. 19. This is a braving, 4 

| | daxing 
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daring of God to his Face, and with whomſoever 
' he bears long, tobe ſure theſe are none of them, 

You ſee now what are the ſigns of a full ripe Sin- 
ner ; and when it comes to this, either with a Na- 
tion, or with a ſingle Perſon, then ruin is near, 
Joel 3.13. Gen. 15.16, Itis in the filling up of 
the meaſure of fin, as in the filling of a Veſlel caft 
into the Sea, which rowls from fide to fide, 'taking 
in the Water by little and little, till it be full, and 
then down it finks to the bottom. Mean while, 
admirable is Divine Patience, which bears with 
theſe Veſſels of Wrath, whilſt fitting for Deſtru- 
ton. 


REFLECTIONS 


1, Chear thy (elf, O. my Soul! : 
with the Heart-ſtrengthening Bread The Hen 
of this Divine Meditation, Let Faith x, Chriſtian, 
tum every drop of this Truth into a 
Soul-reviving Cordial. God hath fown the preci- 
ous Seed of Grace upon my Soul 3 and though my 
Heart hath been an unkind Soyl which hath kept 
it back, and much hindered its growth, yet bleſſed 
be the Lord, it fill grows on, though by ſlow de- 
grees 3 and from the ſpringing of the Seed, and 
ſhootings forth of thoſe gracious habits, I may con- 
clude an approaching Harveſt : Now is my Salva- 
tion nearer than when I believed; every day I 
come nearer to my Salvation, Rom. 13. IT. 


that every day. I were more ative for the God of - 


mySalvation! Grow on my Soul, and add to thy 
Faith Vertue , to thy Vertue Knowledge , &c: 


Grow on from Faith to Faith 3 keep thy ſelf under _ 


the ripening influences of heayenly Ordinances ; the 


faſter 
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was when I had ſome conſcientious care of Nuty, 


faſter thou growelſt in Grace, the ſooner thou (halt 
bound op in the 


tained the meaſure and proportion of Grace aſſigned 
to me, neither am | already perfeA, but am reach- 
ing foxth to the things before mc, and preſſing to- 
wards the mark for the-prize of my. heavenly Cal- 
ling, -Phil. 3. 12,13, O Mercy to be admired ! 
that I-who lately had one Foot in Hell, fiand now 
with one Foot in Heaven! | 
2. But the caſe is far different 
with me, whilſt others are ripening 
apace for Heaven, I am withering 
many a Sou! plowed up by Convidti- 
on, and fown by Sandtitication long after me, hath 
quite over-topt and out-grown me 3 my fweet 'and 
early Bloſſoms are nipt and blown off, my bright 
Morning overcaſi and clouded ;5 had 1 kept on ac- 
cording to the rate of my. firſt growth, 1 had cither 
now 'been in Heaven, or at leaſt in the Suburbs of it 
on Earth 3; but my Graces wither and languiſh, my 
Heart contra&ts and cools to keavenly things 3 the 
Sun and Rain of Ordinances and Pravidences im- 
prove not my Graces how fad therefore is the 
ftate of my Soul ? 
3. Thy cafe, O declining Saint, is 


The RefleRi- 
on of a decay- 
ing Chriſtian. 


The Refle&i- £7! but not like minez thine is but 
a hard- 
nivg Sinner. 2 fermporary remiſſion of the Adcs of 


Grace, which is recoverable 3 but I 


. am judicially hardening, and treaſzring up to my ſelf 


wrath againſt tve day.-of wrath, Rom. 2.5- Time 
was, when I had ſome tender ſenſe of fin, when [ 
could mourn and gricve for it, now I have none at 
all. My Heart is grown fapid and ſottith, Time 


2  .* and 


farther will put thee beyond. hope 3 hitherto I 


, ing drawn out to a wonder, {peak concernipg | me? 


and my Heart would ſmite me for the negleR of it 
bat now none atall,, Wretched Soul ! what "wile 
thou do ? Thou art gone far indeed, a few eps 


and in the Field, the long-ſuffering God doth yet , 
ſpare me} yea» ſpare me, whiles he hath cut down | 
many of my Companions in fin .round about me; J! 
What doth this admirable patience, this long-ſuffexs = ||| 


Doth it not tell me, that the Loed is not willing - I " 
ſhould periſh, but rather come to Repentance 2 Wi 
2 Pet. 3. 9. And what Argument is like his pity M. |; | 
and patience, to lead a Soul'to Repentance ? Rom. + We 11 
2. 4, Oh that I may not fruſtrate at laſt, the end il 
of a long-ſuffering God ! leſt he proportion the de» \RIER | | 
erces of his wrath, according to the length of 'his - | WH: 
patience. | | Wis Fi 


Re. a. 
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The POEM. 


WW Hen fields are white to Harveſt, forth you po [0 
With Scythes and Sickjcs tareap down and mow.. WW! 6 
Down go the laden ears flat to the ground, "MR 
Which thofe that follow having flitcht and bound, i 
It's earted home unto the Barn, and ſo | 

The fields are rid where lately Corn did grow. _ |. 
This World*s the field, and they that dwell therein; Wt. | 

| 


The Gorn aud Tares, which long bave ripening been. 
Angels the Keapers; and the Judgment Day 

The time of Harveſt, when like Corn and Hay, 

The fading Flower of earthly glory muſt 

Be mowed down, and level'd with the duſt. 


The Barns are Heaven and Hell; the time draws nigh 
When through the darkned Clouds, and troubled Shy 
The Lord ſhall break, a dreadful Trumpet ſhall 

i Sound to the dead, the Stars from Heaven fall. 
Fi The rowling Spheres with bortid flames ſhall burn, 
And then the Tribes on earth ſhall wail and mourn. 
The Judgment ſet, before Chriſt's awful Throne 
All-fleſh ſhall be comven'd,; and every one ” 
Receive. bis doom , which done, the juft ſhall be 
Bound in Lifes bundle \ even as you ſee 
The full ripe ears of Wheat bound up, and born 
In Sheaves with joy unto the Owners Barn. 
Tha done, the Angels next in bundles bind 
The Tares together, as they did combin'd 
In aGing fin, ſo now their lot muſt be 
To burn togetber in one miſery. 
Drankards with Drunkards pinion'd, ſhall be ſent 
To Hell together in one Regiment. | 
Adulterers and Swearers there ſhall lye 
Tn flames among their old Society. 
O dreadful bowlings | O the hideous moans 

| Of fetter'd Sinners | O the tears ! the groans ! 

8 4 | The doleful lamentations as they go, 
il Chain'd faſt together to their place of woe. 
The world thus clear'd, as fields when harveft's in, 
Shall be ns more a ſtage for afiing fin. 
With purifying flames it ſhall be burn'd, 
Its ftately Fabricks into Aſhes turn'd. 
Ceaſe then my Soul, to dote on, or admire 
This ſplendid world, which is reſerv d for fire. 
Decline the company of Sinners bere, 
As thou wouldſt got be ſhackel d with them there. 
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CHAP. XVL 


Upon the Care of Husbandmen to provide 


for Winter. 


Tour Winter ftore in Summer yor provide z 
To Chriſtian Prudence this muft be apply d. 


gums 


— — — I 


OBSERVATION. 


CY Husbands are careful in Summer to pros 


vide for Winrer, chen they gather in their ' 
Winter ftorez Food and Fewel for themſelves, and 


fodder for their Cattel., He that gathers in Summer 
is a wiſe Son, but be that ſleeps in harveſt is a Son 
that cauſes ſhame, Prov. 10.5. A well chofen Sea- 
ſon is the greateti advantage of any to Aﬀion, which 
as it is ſcldom found in hate, fo it js often loſt by 
delay. *'Tis a good Pr::verb which the frugal Dutch 
have among them 3 Bonus Servatins, facit bonum 
Bonifacium ; a good Saver, will make a good Bene- 
fator. And *'tis a good Proverb of our own ; he 
that neglects the occafion, the occalion will negict 
him, Husbandmen know that Summer will not 
laſt all the year, neither will they trufi to the hopes 
of a mild and favourable Winter, but in ſeaſon prg- 
vide for the wort, 


APPLICATION,, 


Hat excellent Chriſtians ſhould we be, were 
we but as provident and thought{al for our 


O Souls 
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wiſdom, to foreſee a day.of Spiritual Straits and Ne. 
ceſitics, and during the day of Grace to make provi- 
Gon for ict. This great Golpel-truth is excellently 
ſhadowed forth in this natural Obſervation, which 
I ſhall branch out into theſe Seven Particulars. 

1. Husbandmen know there is a change and vi- 
ciſftude of Seaſons ard Weather ; though it be 
pleaſant Summer Weather now, yet Winter will 
tread upon the heel of Summer : Frolts, Snows, dnd 
great falls of Rain muſi be expeRed. This alternate 
courle of Seaſons in nature is ferled by a firm Law 
of the God of Natovre, to the end of the World, 
* Gen. 8. 22. Whilſt the carth remaineth, ſeed-time and 
barveſt, cold and beat, winter and ſummer, day and 
night, ſhall not ceaſe, "OR 

And Chrifiians know, that there are changes in 
the right Hand of che moſt High, in reference to 
their Spiritual Seaſons. If there be a Spring-time of 
the Goſpel, there will alſo be an Awtwmmn ; if a day 
of Proſperity, it will ſet in a night of Adverſity ; for 
God bath ſet the oe over againſt the other, Ecclel. 7, 
14. In Heaven there is a day of everlaſting ſere- 
nity, in Rell a nigat of perfc& and endleſs horror 
and darkne(s ; on Earth light ard darkneſs take 
their turns, prefſperity and advertity, even to Souls 
as well as Bodics, ſucceed cach other. If there he 
a Goſccl-day, a day of Grace now current, ie will 
have its period and determination, Gen. 3. 6. 

2. Common prudence and experience inables the 


Hunsbardman in the midſt of Summer to forclea 


Winter, - and provide for it þetore he feel it ; yea, 
ratwal Inftin&t teaches this to the very Birds of the 
Air, and Beafts of the Field. | 
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Souls ? Tis doubiteſs a Gingular point of Chriflian 
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. 2. 21. 1 gave her a ſpace to repent. 


'fome have had a Jong 
. a hundred arzg. twenty years did God wait upon the 
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And Spiritual Wiſdom ſhould teach Chriſtians to 
exerciſe their foreſecing Faculties, and not ſuffer 
them to feel evil before they fear it. Bur, O the 
ſtupifying nature of tin ! Though the Stork in the 
Heavens knows her appointed time, and the Turtle, 
Crane and Swallow the time of their coming, yet 
Man, whom God bath made wiſer than the Fowls 


of the Air, in this as quite below them, Fer. 


hh, 2 

' 3. The end of God's ordaining a Summer Sea- 
ſon, and ſending warm and pleaſant Weather, is to 
ripen the Fruits of the Earth, and give the Huſ- 
bandmarr fit opportunity to gather them in. 

And God's defign in giving Men a day of Grace, 
is to furniſh them with an opportunity for the ever- 
Jafting happineſs and falvation of their Souls, Rev. 
It is not a meer 
reprieval of the Soul, or only a delay. of the execu- 
tion of threatned wrath, though there be 'much 


Mercy in that ; but the peculiar aim of this paticnce 


and bounty of God, is to open for them a way to 
eſcape the wrath to come, by leading them to repen> 
tance, Rom. 2. 4. 

4. The Hasbandman doth not find all Harveſt- 
ſeafons alike favourable, ſometimes they have much 
fair weather, and meet with no hindrance in their 


dufineſs ; other-times *tis a catching-harveſt, but 


now and then a fair day, and then they muſt be 
nimble, or all is Joi. | 

There is allo great difference in Soul-ſeafons, 
and a fair ſcaſon of Grace ; 


old Woxld,, in, the Miniftery of. N?2h. Long did 
God wait on the gainſaying Iſraelites, Wa: 43. 14. 
T bave a Jang time Belg my peace, 1 have been ſtill and 
| O 2 
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refrained 
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+ + 


refrained my ſelf. Others have a ſhort and catching 


n 
Seaſon, all lyes upon a day, upon a nick of time, e 
As 17. 30. IF 


5. A proper Seaſon neglcRed and loſt, is irreco- | it 


verable, Many things in Husbandry multi be done Ia 
in their ſeaſon, or cannot be done at a!! for that " 
year; if he plow not, and ſow no in the proper fi 
time, he loſer the Harveſt of that year. : 
'Tis even fo as to Spiritual Sealuns, Chriſt neg- to 
Ietcd, and Grace defpiſcd, in the, ſeaſon when ſti 
God offers them, ate irrecoverably loſt, Pror, x. 28, fl 
| then ( that is, -when te ſeaton is over ) they ſhall ce 
call upon me, but I wi'l no: hear, O, thert is a re) 
great deal of time in a ſhort opportunity ! that cer 
may be done, or prevented, in an hour rightly in 
timed, which cannot be done or preventcd in a be) 


Mars Life-time afterwards. . There was ©::6 re- ir 
ſolved to kill Frelins Ceſar fuch a day 3 the night wi 


before, a Friend fent him a Letter © 2:quaint' him the 
with it, but he being at Supper, 3nd butic in Dit- pu 
courſe, (aid, Tomorrow is a new day, and indeed {ay 
it was, dies roviſima, his laſt day to him; whence han 
it became a Proverb in Greece, To morrow is a new the 
day. Our Glafs runs in Heaven, and we cannot 
fee how much or little of the Sand of GoJ's pati- PO1 
ence is yet to run down ; but.this is certain, when Api 
thar Glaſs is ran, there is nothing to be dane for wil 


our Souls, Luke 19.42. O that thou hadit known, at fro 
leaſt, in ibis thy day. the thmgs that belong to thy the 
peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes. - wel 

6. Thoſe Husbandmen that are'carc{ul and labo- # - / 
riovs in the. Summer, have the cotnfort® and) benefit © for 


of it in Winter; he that theri'' p bvides Fewel, to c 
tha!l he warm in his-Habicaction,* when others blow | and 
. their Frogers. He that provides Food for his Fa* fl Im 


mily, 


a 
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mily, and Fodder for his Cacte! in the Harveſt, ſhall 
cat the Fruit of it, and enjoy the comfort of his 
labours, when others ſhall be expoſed to ſhifts and 
firairs. And he that provides for Eternity, and 


' lays up for his Soul a good Foundation againſt the .- 


time to come, ſhall eat when others are hungry, and 
fing when others howl, Iſa. 65. 13. A day of 
Death will come, and that will be a day of Rtraits 
to a!l negligent Souls ; but then the diligent Chri- 
ftian ſhall enjoy 'the peace and comfort that ſhall 
flow in upon his Heart, from his holy care and fin-- 
cere diligence in Duties ; as 2 Cor. 1. 12. This is owr 
rejoicing, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in all fin- 
cerity and godly fimphicity, we have had owr converſation 
in this world, $95 H-zthiah, 2 Kings 20. 3. Remem- 
ber now, O Lord, bow T bave wa'hed before thee in 
truth, and with a perfe@ h:art. A Day of Judgment 
will come, and then fooliſh Vi--'ns, who negleQed 
the ſeaſon of getting Oyl in th<is Lamps, will be 
put to their ſhifts; then they come to the wiſe, and 
{ay, Give us of your Oyl, Mat. 25.-8,9. but they 
have none to ſpare, and the (caton of buying Is 
then over, 208 | 

7. No wiſe Husbardman' will negle& a fit op- 
portunity of gathering in his Hay and Corn, upon 
a preſumption of much fair weather to come ; he 
will not (ay, The weather is fetled, and 1 need not - 
trouble my fclf, though my Corn and Hay be fit for 
the Houſe, yet 1 may get it in another time as 
well as now: 

And no wiſe Chriſtian w:ll loſe a preſent ſeafon 
tor his Soul, upon the hopes of much more time yet 
to come; but will rather fay, Now” is my time, 
and I know not what will be hereafter 3 hereafter 


I may wiſh to ſec one of the days of the Son of . 


Man, . 


"6 


O 3 


172 Hulandry Spiritialzed; Or, 
Man, and not fee it, Like 17. 22. *Tis fad to 
hear, how cuoning ſome Men-are to diſpute them- 
ſelves out cf Hcaven, as if the Devil had hired them 
to plead againſt their own Souls ; ſometimes urg- 
ing the exemple of thofe that were cailed at the ele- 
venth hour, Mst. 20. 6. and ſometimes that of the 
penitent Thief: But, O ! co how littie purpoſe is 
the former pleaded 3 they that were called at the 
eleventh hour, were never callel before, as theſe 
have been, no Man had hired ; that is, called or 
invited them to Chriſt, and for the Thick, (as 
Mr. Fenner rightly obſerves) it was a ſingular and 
extraordinary Example. It was done when Chyilt 
hang'd on the Croſs, and was to be inaugurated 3 
. then Kings manifeſi ſuch Bounty, and pardon ſuch 


Crimes , 2s are never pardoned afterwards, Be-- 


lides, God was then in a way of working' Miracles 3 
then he rent the Rocks, open'd the Graves, raiſed 
the Dead, and converted this Thief 3 but God .is 


now out of that way. 


REFLECTIONS. 


"PI I. I have indeed been a good Hul. 
Sour Refle, band for the World; with what Care 
Slow. and Provide:1ce have I looked out 

for my f#lf and Family, to provide 
Food to nourich them, and Cloaths to defend them 
againtt the Aſperitics of Winter? Mean while neg- 
Jing to make proviſion for Eternity, or take care 
for my Soul. O my deſtitute Soul ! how much 
bave I] flighted and undervalued thee? 1 have taken 
_ more care for an Horſe, or an Ox, than for thee 1 
a well-ſiored Barn, but an empty Soul. Will ic 
not ſhortly be with me, as with that. careleſs Mo- 


_ 


ther, 


my. o—__ _ _  _— + alt; LF) RS _ 


- ©© 


. The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 17} 
ther, who when her Houſe was on fire, buſily be- 
ftir'd her (elf to fave the Goods, but Forge the 
Child ? ( though it were faved by another hand ) 
and then minding her Child, ran up and down 
like one diftracted, wringing her hands, and cry- 
ing, O my Child, my Chil3 ! I have ſaved my 
Goods, and loſt my Child. Such will be the cafe 
of thee, my S»ul, Mat. i6. 25, Beſides, how 
ealie will my ConviQion be at the Bar of Chrikt ? 
Will not my Providence and Care for the things of 
this Life, leave me ſpeechleſs and ſclt-condemned in 
that day? What ſhall I anſwer when the Lord ſhall 
: fay, Thou couldlt forefee a Winter, and feafonably 
, provide for it 2 Yea, thou hadii fo much care of. 
y thy very Beafts, to provide for their Neceſlities 3 
4 ard why tookeſt thou no care for thy Soul? Was 


» that only nor worth the caring fer? 
d 2. Is it fo dangerous to neglect a 
preſent proper ſeaſon of Grace ? mo _ 


What then have I done, who have RefleRion. 
ſuffered many ſuch ſeaſons to die a- 

way in my hand, upon a groundleſ(s hope of fature 
opportunities ? Ah, deluded Wretch ! what if that 


(- ſuppoſition fail ? Wherc am | then ? I am not the 
Fe Lord of time, neither am I ſure, that he who is, 
Ut, will ever rouchiabe an hour of Grace i io old Age, to 
dc him that hath negledted many ſuch hours in youth 
Mm neither indeed is it ordinary for God fo to do. 
'Y "Tis ftoried of Cains Marius Vitgrius, who lived a- 
Ire bout Three Hundred years after Chriſt, and to "i 
ch old Age continued a Pagan, but at laſt being 


en vinced of the Chriftian verity, he came to Simpy, 
© + | cianur and told him, He would bea Chriftian bar 

it neither he, nor the Church could believe it, ie be=. 
ing lo rare an example for any 'to be converted Þ 
O 4 It E 
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at his Ape : But at laſt, feeing it was real, there 


was a ſhouting and gladneſs, and ſinging of Pſalms 
in all Churchcs, the people crying, Caius Marines 
Fiforixs is become a Chuiftian. This was written 


for-a wonder, and what ground have I to think, 
that God will work ſuch wonders for me, who 


have neglected his ordinary means of Salvation 2? 
3. Bleſs the Lord, © my Soul ! 
The Indufiri- 15 gave thee a fcaſon, a day for 
ous Soul's Re- 0 Ea | 
fleRion. Eternal Lite, which is more than he 
hath done for. thoufands 3 yea, bleſs 
the Lord for giving thee an Heazt to underliand and 
improve that ſeafon. I confeſs I have not improved 
it as I ought; yer, this I can, (through mercy ) 
fay, that however it fare in future times, with my 
outward Man, though I have no Treaſures or Stores 
Jaid up on Earth; or if I have, they are but cor- 
ruptible, vet | have a bleſſed hope laid up in Hea- 
ven, Cel. 1.5. I have Bags that wax not old: 
Whilſt worldliogs rejoice in their ftores and heaps 
I will rejoicc in theſe Eternal Treaſures. 
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The POEM. 


Bſerve in Summers ſultry heat, 

| How 3n the hotteſt day, 

The Husbandman doth toyl and ſweat 
About bis Corts and Hay. 


SF 
If then be ſhould not reap and mow, 
And gather in bu ſtore, 
How ſhould be live, when for the Snow 
He can't move out of door ? 


£C 3 


The little Ants and painfil Bees, *. © -- 4 
By Nainres. Inftind led ; 

Theſe have their Summer Granartes, 

For IWinter furniſhed. 


But thou my Soul, whoſe Summers day 
Is almoft paſt and gone 


What Soul-provifion doft thou lay 

r In ftock to ſpend upon £ 

c | 

$ If Nature teacheth to prepare I 
d For Temporal Life, much rather 

d Grace (hould provoke to greater care, 


Soul-food in time to gather. 


Days of sfflitien and diſtreſs 

[ Are hafting on apace, 

- If now I live in careleſneſs, | 
d* How ſad will he my caſe ! | Pien, © 
n ] 


Unwortby of the name of Man, 
IW ho for that Soul of thine 
- Wilt not do that which others can 
Do for their very Kine. 


Think frugal Farmers, when you ſee 
Tour moms of Corn and Hay 
What a conviGion this will be 
To you ansther day. 
IWho nere were #þ before the Sun, | # 


Nor brake an bours reft, G 
For your poor Souls, as you bave done 
So often for a Beaft. 
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Learn once to ſee the difference, 
Betwixt eternal things, ; 
- And tbeſe_poor tranfient things of ſence 

That fly with Eagles wings. | | I 
TR | TE , by 
| l/'F 
CHA P. XVII flel 
; ['7 
Upon Reaping the ſame we Sow. as 
ſuc 
"4 ben from T are Seeds you ſee choice Wheat to grow, = 
Then from your Luſt s may Foy and Comfort flow. = 
FR PN - rejo 
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gat gives to every Secd its own Body, 1 Cor. Fic] 
| 15. 38. At firſt he Created every Tree and TY E 
Herb of the Field, having its Seed in its felf, for the ful 
Conſervation of the ſpecies, and they all inviolably 
obſerve the Law of their Creation. All Fruits na- |} {cnt 
turally riſc out of the Secds and Roots proper to I 
them. Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of fron 
#biftles. Such ker. oof wou!ld be monſtruous in 

Nature 3 and although the Juice or Sap-of the Earth I} 3831 
be the common matrer of all kind of Fruits, yet it 
is ſpecificated according to the different ſorts of 
Plants and Secds it nodrithes. Where Wheat is }} "ft, 
; Town, it's turned into Wheat 3 in an Apple-tree, it 
becomes an Apple 3 and fo in every fort of Plants 
_ ir's concocted into Fruit proper to the 


APPLE 


The heavenly fe of earthly things. 17y 


APPLICATION. 


Ranflate this into Spiritva}, and the Propofiti- 
T on ſhadowed forth by it, is fully expreſſed || 
by the Apoſtle, Gal. 6.7. What a man ſows, thats - i 
ſhall be reap 3 they that ſow to 1he fleſh, ſhall of the | 
fleſh. reap corruption 3 and they that ſow to the. ſpirit, 
ſhal. of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. And as ſure 
235 the Harveſt follows the Seed-time, fo ſure (hall 
ſuch fruits and effeQts reſult from the Seeds of ſuch 
aGQions. He that ſoweth iniquity, ſhall reap vanity, 
Prov. 22. 8. And - they that now go forth weeping, 
and bearing preciows ſeed, ſhall doubileſs come again 
rejoicing, bringing their ſheaves with them,P(a]. 126. 5. 
The ſum of all is this, That our preſent aQions.. 
have the ſame reſpe&t and relation to future Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, as the Seed we fow in our 
Fields, hath to the Harveſt we reap from ir. Eve- 
3 Þ| ry gracious aQion is the Seed of joy, and every ſin- 
ful ation the Seed of anguiſh and ſorrow, to the 


» Soul that ſowed it. Two things arc ſenhibly pre- 
4 ſented tous in this fimilitude. | 
-_ 1. That as the Sced fown is preſently covered 


of from our fight under the clods, and for ſore time 
after we fee no more of it, and yet at laſt it appears 
h | gain, by which it's evident to us that it is not ft- 
:c © ally loſt : So our preſeat actions, though Phyſi- 
of | cally tranſient, and periaps forgotten, yet are not 
ic | Jolt, butafter a time hall appear again, in order to 
It a retribution. | qt! ; 
If this were not fo, all good and holy aQions | BY 
he | would be to the loſs of him that performed them, Rs 
All the ſclf-denial, ſpending Duties, and ſharp Li:i}] 
lufferings of the people of God, would turn to their  'BRHIR'S 
$5. ot : LE: ? _damage.; 


i 


damage ; though not in point of honeſty, yet in 


point ot perſonal utility 3 and "then alto, what dif. * 


ference would there be berwixt the actions cf a 
Man ard a Beati, with reſpect to future good or 
evil? Yea, Man would then be more feared and o- 
beyed than God, and Souls be ſwayed in all their 
motions, -only by the influence of preſent: chings 
and where then would Religion be found 1 the 
World ? *Tis an excellent note of 
cos Drexellius ; © Our works ( faith he ) 
renmeate P19 © do not paſs away as foon as the 
pe fin. - P Mi y 

© are done, but as. Sced ſown, ſhall 
« after a time riſe up to all Eternity 3 whatever 
we think, ſpeak or do, once ſpoken, thought or 
done, is Eternal, and abides for ever. 

What Zerxes the Famous Limner (aid of his 
Work, may be truly faid of all our Works ; /Eter- 
nitati pingo, T paint for Eternity. O, how carcful 
ſhould Men be of what they ſpeak and do, whilli 
they are commanded {o to {peak, and fo todo, as 
thoſe that ſhall be judged by the perfe& Law of li- 
berty, Fam. 2. 12. 
vain word ? Aad yet for ſuch words,” Men ſhall 

ive an account in the day of Judgment, Mat. 12 
36. That's the firfi thing 3 Actions like Sced, (hall 
riſe and appear again in order to a retribution. 

2. Tie other thing held forth in this limilicude is, 
That accordirg to the nature of our ations now, 
will be the fruit and reward of tizzm then. Though 
the fruit or conſequence of holy ations, for the pre- 
ſent may ſcem bitter, and the fruit of finful ations 
ſweet and pleaſant, yet there is nothing more cer- 
tain, than that their future fruits ihal} be according 
to their preſent nature and quality, 2 Cor. 5. 10- 


-Drexelliius de 


What more tranhent than a Þ 


Then Dzonifius (hall retra@ that laying, Ecce jor | 


God favours our Sacriledges. 


ir Y ment, It was opevly 


IC me, 


of | Socrates in his Church Hiſtory furniſhes us with 
) | a pertinent paſſage to this purpoſe, concerning Fas 
ey | Jens the Emperor, who was an Arrian, and a bitter 
It B Perfecutor of the Chrifttians: This Man, when eigh- 
et || ty of the Orthodox Chrittians failed from Conſtan- 
or | tinople to Nicomedia, to treat with him about the 

Points of Arrianiſm, and to fertle the matter by way 
iis Y of diſpute; the Emperor hearing of their arrival, 
er- | while they were yet in the Harbour, and nota Man 
ful Y landed, cauſed the Ships to be fired wherein they 
Not long after, 
as B in his Wars againſt the Goths, he was overthrown 
li- F and hiding himſelf in a little Cottage, the Enemy 
12 coming by , burnt it and him together. Thus 
all this Wretch reap'd what he ſowed, burning for 


iſ K were, and ſo conſumed them all. 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 179 
proſpera navigatio 2 Deo datur ſacrilegis 3 Behold how 
Sometimes Indeed 
2 ( though but rarely ) God cauſes Sinners to reap 
r in this World, the ſame that they have ſown 3 as 
)- hath been their Sin, ſuch hath been their Puniſh- 
confeſſed by Adonibezek , 
3 | Fudg. 1.7. as I have done, fo hath God required 


12 | burning, the very ſame in kind pzid him again; it 
all BE isnot always fo in this Worid, but fo it ſhall be in 


that to come 3, the Table ſhzil ther be 
> is, | turned , and the Scene a':cred ; for 


2W, ff {hall not the Judge of all tie World 
agh | do righreouſly ? Diogenes was ternp- 
Tre- | ted to think, that God had caft cf 
on! the Government of the World, wh<n 


he ſaw the wicked proſper in their 
wickedneſs. 


Cum video ma- 
a: fata bonis, 
zgnoſcite . que» 


ſo : 


Sollicitor 


nullos efſe pu- 


fare 
vid. 


——_— 


Deos. Q- 


F 


On the famegrourd many have been 
terpted to Atheiſm ; buc then the World (hall ſee 
Cittributive Jufiice ſhining out in its glory. Tribu-- 
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lation, anguiſh and wrath, 20 every ſoul of man tha 


A 

doth evil , but glory, honour and peace, to every maſ Mm 

tbat worketh good, Rom. 2. 9, 10. Then *twill ap-} .So 

pear what Seed we (owed, what lives we lives; by 

For God ſhall bring every work into judgment, with ev wt 
ry ſecret thing, whether it be good or evil, Ecclef 

I2. 14. in 

Gl, 

REFLECTIONS. - 

ra 


I. This Meditation may be to me had 
The Profave hat the Hand-wriiting upon theſ nov 
Perſon's Re- 
fiction. Wall was to that profane Prince, but 
Dan. 5. 5, 6. and a like effe& it} the! 
ſhould have upon me ; for if all che actions of this ſow 
Life be Seed ſown for the next, Lord, what a Crop, the: 
what a dreadful Harveſi am I like to have? How fron 
many Oaths ard Curſes, Lies and vain Words, D 
have I ſown with wy Tongue? How have I wrong: 
ed, oppreſled, and over-reached in my Dealings? Frui 
Ruſhed into all Profaneneſs, Drunkenneſs, Un Chri 
cleanneſs, Sabbath-breaking, &c. as the borſe ruſt-ſ| 25 fa 
eth into the battle 3 a4 what (hall I reap from ſuch} by tt 
Seed as this, but vengeance ard fury 2 Theſe fins} bette 
ſeemed pleaſant in the Commiſſion, but O, how © 
bitter will chey be in their account 2 I/bat ſhall IN ( O 
do when God rijeth up ? and when be viſncth, what 
Jhall I anflver him e Job 31. 14. Is it not reaſor-YÞ Watct 


_ able and juſt, { O my Sovl ) chat thou ſhouldeſtF Prayh 


eat the fruit of thine own planting, and reap whit vs a 
thou haſt ſown ? I thought noching but profit andſſ] Fruic 
pleaſure would ſpring from my Lvfis, but nowl! 
{ee *tis a Root bearing Gall and Wormwood, Dew. 
29. 18. Wretched Soul, what ſhall I do?- If thee 
aQions be not, then am I undone. I have been the 

Autti 1'i i ; 


> —— 
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Author of mine own Ruin, twiſted an Halter with 
mine own Fingers, for the Execution of mine own 


Soul! O, lct me rather taſte the bitterneſs of fin, 


by Repentance now, than injoy its preſent pleaſures, 


| which betray the Soul to endleſs wrath ! 


2. How have I alſo been deccived 


jo this matter? T verily thought that he Moral 
#7 Man S Refle- 
Glory and Immortality would. have gjgn, 


been the fruit and product of my Mo- 
ral Honeſty and Righteouſneſs, that joy and peace 
had been feminally contained in thoſe actions 3; but 
now I (ze ſuch Fruit can ſpring from no other Root 
but ſpecial Grace, Glory is diſcloſed from no 0- 
ther Bud but Holineſs. Alas ! all my planting and 
ſowing was fo little purpoſe, becauſe I ſowed not 
theright kind of Seed 3 the beſi Fruit I can expe& 
from this, is but .a lefle; degree of Damnation. 
Deluded Soul, thy Secd is no better than what 
the Moral Heatbens ſowed 3; and do I expe&t better 
Fruit than what they reaped? Civility without 
Chrift, is but a freer Slavery 3 and Satan holds me © 
as faſt in Captivity by this, as he doth the prophane 
by the pleaſure of their Luſis ; either I muſt- fow 
better Seed, or look to reap bitter Fruit, X 
3. Mean while, blels the Lord 


( O my Soul) who inabled thee to he Holy 
low better Seed | Who kept thee _ Reſles 


watching , humbling thy {If , and 

praying, whilſt others have been Swearing, Drink- 
ng and Blaſpheming. This will yield thee the 
Fruit of Joy in the World to comme 3 yea, it alrea- 


dy yields preſent peace to thy Conſcience. - Theſe 
Revenues are better than Gold, (ſweeter than the 
Honey, and the Honey-comb; not that ſuch 
Fruits are meritoriouſly contained in theſe a 
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I ow to my ſelf in Righteouſnes, þ bet Þ reap in 
Mercy, Hof. 10. 12. This is the way in whiths; 
God will fave and glorific me. O then, let me 
be ever abounding in the work of the Lord, know- 


ing that my labopr ſhall not be in vain in the 
Loxd. | 


The POEM. 


? E ould be a ftirange and monſtrous thing to ſee 
Cherries, or Plumbs grow on an Apple-tree. 

Whoever gatber'd from the Thiſtle Figs ? 

Or fruitful Grapes from off the "worthlc(s ſs T wigs 

Of pricking Thorns ? in nature ſtill we find 

All its prodiftions anſwering to their kind. 

As are the Plants we ſet. or Seeds we ſow 3 

Such is the Fruit we ſhake, and Corn we mow. 

And caſt thou think that from Corrnptions root, 

1by Soul ſhall pluck the ſweet and pleaſant Frutt 

Of ſpiritual peace £ whoever that was wiſe, 

Abns'd himſelf with ſuch abſurditics ? 

Look what you ſow, tve very ſame youll reap. 

The Fruit of what you plant be fon y#ll eat; 

How are they baffied by a ſubtle Devil ? 

That bopes for Heaven, whiltt their ways are evil, 

Such reaſonings bere their credulous Souls begutle, 

At which in other things themſelves would ſmile, 

Our preſent as theugh ſlightly paſſed by, 

Are ſo mach Seed ſown for Etermi 'Y. 


The Sceds of Prayers, ſecret Groans and Tears 3 


Will ſhoot at Iaft into the full blown ears 
OF peace and joy. Bleſſed are they that for 
con theſe IWaters, yea, thrice bleſt that 09 
Begring 


Bearing ſuch precioug/#Seed 3 though now they mourn, 


+: ##b.joyfrl Sbeavef they ſhortly ſhall return. 


Needs muſt the full ripe Fruits in Heaven be govd, 

When as the Seed was glory in the bud. 

But O, the bitter, baneful Fruns of fin ! 

When all the pleaſure Sinners bave therein. 

Like faded Bloſſoms to the ground ſhall fall, 

Then they will tafte the Wormwood and the Gall. 

What God and Conſcience now of ſin report, 

Tou ſlight, aud with their dreadful threatnings ſport, 
Bat bell convince you then your weys were nanght, 

As Gideon the men of Succoth taught. 

If Sermons cannot, Fire and Brimftone muſt 

Teach men hory good it is to pamper Luſs. 

When Conſcience takes thee by the Throat, and cries, 
Now Wretch, now Sinner, thou that didit deſpiſe 

My warnings , learn, and ever learning be 

That Leſſon, which thox ne're wouldſt learn of me. 

The ftouteft Sinner then would howl and roar, 

0 fin ! 1 never ſaw thy face before. 

Ir this the fruit of ſin ? ts this the place 

Where I muſt lye ? is this indeed the caſe 

Of my poor Soul ! muſt I be boxnd in Chains 

With theſe Companions ? Ob, 1s this the gains 

T get by fin ! poor Wretch, I that would never 

See this before, am now undone for ever. 
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CHAPF "7117. 
Upon the Joy of Harveſt-men. 


Great is the Foy of Harveſt-men, yet leſs 
Than #beirs, whom God doth with bis favor bleſs, 


— 


n—_— m_ 


OBSERVATION. 


N= alt Earthly Joys, theſe four ſorts arc 
noted in Scripture, as the moſt excellent 
and remarkable. ( 1. ) Nuptial Foys, the day. of 
Eſpouſals is the day of the gladnefs of a Man's 
Heart, Cant. 3. 11. ( 2. ) The Foy of Children. 
Though now it {cem but a common Mercy to moſt, 
anda burden co ſome, yet the people of God were 
wont to elleem ic a choice Mercy, and rejoiced 


greatly In it, Fobn 16. 21. there's joy that a Man 


is Born into the World. ( 3.) The Foy of Con 
guefts and Vifories, when Men divide the Spoyl. 
And latily, The Foy of Harveſt; theſe two we find 
put together as principal matters of joy, Tſe. 9. 3. 
They joy before thee, actording 10 the joy in Harveſt, and 
as men rejoice when they divide the ſpoil. The joy of 
Harveſt is no ſmall joy 3 Gaudinm meſſes, eſt meſſis 
gandi;, the joy of Harveſt, is the Harveſt of their 
joy. *Tis uſual with Men, when they have reap- 
ed down their Harveſt, ( or cut tae Neck, as they 
call it) to demonſtrate their joy by ſhoutings, and 
loud agclamations. 


_— 
as 


AP 


_ APPLICATION. 


Hus, ard unfpeakably- more than thus, do 
Saints rejoice and ſhout for joy, when they 

reap the favour and love of God, for which they -- 
laboured in many a weary Duty. This joy of Har- 
velt, as great as it is, and as much as carnaſhearts 
are lifted up with it, 1s but a trifle, a thing of 
nought, compared with yours; after they have 
ſown to them(clves in Righteouſneſs, and waited 
for the cffe&s and returns of their Duties with pati- 


iam, * 


re ence, and at laſt come to reap in Mercy, either the 
nt full Harveſt in Heaven, or but the Firli-fruits of it 
of on Earth, yet rejoice, with joy unſpeakable and full of 
n's glory, 1 Pet. 1. 8. This puts more gladneſs into their 
en. bearts , than when Corn and Wine increaſes, Pfal. 
ſt, 4.7. Carnal joys are but Soul-Fevers, the Agues 
Te of the inner Min 3 there is as great a difference be- 
ed twixt the unnatural Inflamations of a Feveriſh Bo- 
an dy which waſtes the Spirits, and drinks up the Ra- 
1 dical moitture, and that kindly well. tempered heat 
yl. of an healthy Body 3 and as much between the 
1d {weet, ſerene and heavenly Joys, which flow from 
3. | - the Boſom of Chrift into the hearts of Believers, 
nd and thoſe earthly delights which carnal hearts in a 
of ſenſuzl way ſuck out of Creature-enjoyments. I 
Ir will ſhew you the tranſcendency of (ſpiritual joys, 
ir above the joy of HarveR,, in theſe cight Particulars 
Pp- following. | 

ty 7. You chat joy with the joy of Harveſt, are! 
id g'2d, becaiiſe now you have Food for your felves 


and Families co live upon a!l the year 3 but the 
Chriitian rcjoiceth, becauſe = hath Bread to cat 
that the World knows not of, Rev. 2. 17. Chriſt 

4 EE -. © 2 15 
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26 =" w 
is the Food 

deed, and his Blood drink indeed, Fobn 5. 55. 
( i. e. ) the moſt real and excellent Food. You 
read. Pſal. 78. 25. that Man did. eat Angels Food 

z. e.) Manna, which was ſuch excellent Bread, 
that if Angels did live upon material Food, this 

would be choſen for them; and yet this is but a 
type and dark ſhadow of Jeſus Chrift, the Food of 
Believers. 

2. You rejoice when your Harveſt is in, becauſe 
Com is virtually many other things befides Focd 
you can turn it into Cloaths to keep you warm, and 
many other neceflaries may be purchaſed by it: 
Bur yet it is not lixe Chriſt, the obj<& of a Saints 
joy 3 though it anſwers many things, it doth not 
anſwer all things as Chriti doth 3 turn it into what 
you will, it haih but a limited and rc{pcRive ufe- 
fulneſs ; But Jeſus Chriſt is all in all to Bclievers, 
and out of him their Faith can fetch all ſupplies 3 
he is their health in fickneſs, their firength in weak- 
neſs, their eaſe in pain, their honour in reproach, 
their wealth in poverty, their Friend in Friendlef- 
neſs, their habitation when harbourlefs, their en- 
largement in bonds, the ſirength of their hearts, 
and life of their life. O he is a full Chriſt, and 
whatever excellencics are ſcattered among all the 
Creatures, do meet all in him, and much more. 

3. You rejoice when you have gotten in your 
Harveft, becauſe now. you can free thoſe Engage- 
menis, and pay thoſe Debts which you have con- 
trated. ?*Tis a comfort to be out of Debt, and 
you may lawtully 1cjoice chat God gives you where- 
with to quit your Engagements, that you may owe 
no Man any thirg but love: But ſtill the joy of 
Harveit falls (hurt fie joy cf Saints; for you rejoice 
that 


of his Soul, and his Fleſh is Meat * 


on, ws WO ww pus gs WV 


velts, your fclves muſt be reaped down by death, 
"M5 2 P : Jc 


that you are, orhave wherewith to help your ſelves 


out of Mens Debts: But they rejoice that they are _ 
out of God's Debt ; that his Book is cancelled, and 


their Sins pardoned ; that by reafon of the impu- 
ted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the Law can demand 
nothing from them, Rom. 3. 1, O, what matter 
of joy is this ! 

4+ You rejoice, becauſe now your Corn is out 
of danger, all the while it was abroad it was in 
hazard, but now it's houſed you fear not the Rain. 
Buc Chriſtians rejoice, not becauſe their Corn is 
ſafe, but becauſe their Souls are fo. All the while 
they abode in -an unregenerate fate, they were 


every moment in danger of the fiorms of wrath ; 


but now being in Chriſt, that danger is over 3 


| and what compare is there betwixt the ſafety of 


a little Corn, and the ſecurity of an Immortal 
Soul ? 

5. -Your joy is but in a gift of common Provi- 
dence. Twrks and Heathens can rejoice with your 
joy, but the joy of a Chrifiian is a peculiar favour 
and gift of God. Corn is given to all Nations, 
even the moſt barbarous and wicked have fiore of 
it; but Chrift is the portion but of a few, and 
thoſe the dearly beloved of God. Lather (aid of 
the whole Turkiſh Empire ( where is the beſt and 
greateſt ftore of Corn ) that it is but a Crumb 


which the Maſter of the Family throws to the. 


Dogs. He that had more Corn than his Barns 
could hold, now wants a drop of Water to cool 
his Tongue. Chriſt is a Gift beſtowed only upon 
God's Elec. 

6, Your joy will have an end ; the time is com- 
Ing, that when you have reaped down your Har- 
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and then you (hall rejoice in thele things no more 3 
but when your joy is ended, then is the joy of 
Saints pertced 3 they reap their Harveſt, when 
you leave your Harvcii ; their Conſolation is ever- 
laſting. 

7. God can ſeparate your joy from theſe Enjoy- 
ments, even wiile you have them, as wellas when 


_ you leave them. *Tis one thing for a Man to have 


Riches and full Barns, and another thing to have 
comfort in them, Fecleſ. 5. 19, 20, But now the 
joy of Chritiiabs | is a thing inſcperable from their 
enjoyment of Chriſt , Indeed the ſenſe cf theivinte- 
reli may be loſt, ard ſo the ads of-theic joy inter- 
mitted 3 but they always have it in the Seed, if 
not in the Fruit, Pſa!. 97. 11. Foy is forrn for the 
upright he hath ic Rill in the Principle, and ia the 


- Pxomilc. 


The jay of Harveſt-mcn, for the moſt part, is 
only in thcir Harveſt, and in fuck carthly things 
take that away, and their joy ceaſes. Earthly 
Hearts are acquainted with no higher Comforcs 
but the people of God can joy in him, and: take 
Comfort in their Earthly Injoyments too and 
what Comfort they rake in theſc things, is much 
more refined and ſweet than yours 3 for they en- 

joy all theſe things in God, and his loye in giving 
them, puts a ſweetneſs into them, that you arc 
unzcquainted with, Thus you lee, how far youy 
joy falls ſhort of theirs. 


The beaventy uſe of earthly th Is 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. How have I rejoiced in a thing 


. of novght, and pleaſed my ſelf with A RefleQion 


a vanity? God hath blefſed mein my __” 


Fields, and in my Stores 3 but not pyrp, bur.no 
with Spiritual Bleflings in heavenly Chriſt. 
places in Chriſt, My Barns are full 

of Corn, bur my Soul is empty of Grace 3 com- 
mon Bounty hath given me a fulneſs of the things 
of this Life, but what if the meaning of it ſhould 
be to fat me for the day of ſlaughter ? What if this 
be the whole of my portion from the Loxd 2 What 


if che Language of his Providences to my Soul 


ſhould be this 2 Lo, here I have given thee ( with 
Iſhmael ) the fatne(s of the Earth : Thou (halt not 
fay, but thou haſt taſted of thy Creator's Bounty 3 
bur make the moſt of it, for this is all that ever 
thou ſhalt have from me: There be others in the. 
World, cowhom I have denied theſe things, but 
for them have reſerved better ; for the moſt part 
they are poor in. this World, but rich in Faith, 
and Heirs of the Kingdom 9 Is not this enough: to 


damp all my carnal mixth ? Should my Conſcience 


give me ſuch a moments, as Abraham in the Parable 
gave to Dives 3 Remember that thou in thy life-time 
receivedſt thy good things. Ah, what a cut would 
that be co all my Comforts? A Man in a Feyer 
hath a lively Colour, but a dying Heart, I have - 
an appearance, a ſhadow of Comfort, but a ſad |} 
late of Soul, -+- jo SE . 4 


— 


P 4 2. Bleſſed 
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E; ES SH Bleſſed be the Grd and Luther of 


ar 
A RefleRion my Lord Feſms Chrift, who bath bleſſed C 
"eo me with all ſpiritual bleffings in bea- B: 


bur vo Barn, venly places in Chriſt , Eph. x. 3. L 
Though he hath not ſeen tit to give di 


me much of this World in hand, yet it hath pleaſed be 
him to ſettle a Rich Inheritance upon me by Pro- re 
miſe 3 the hopes and expcQations- whereof, yield pl 
my Soul more true Comfort chan all the prefent 

Enjoyments of this World could have done. Bieffed ar 


be the Lord, who hath not given me my portion ha 
in this Life, that by keeping me from the Enjoy he 
ment, hath alſo preferved me irom the Snares of 2 It 
proſperous Eſtate. - 


Lord Jeſus, | have no Bags, I have no Barns ; all 
but thou thalt be to me inliead of all thoſe things. Bu 
W hen others rejoice in the fulneſs of their Earthly M 
Comforts; -1 will rejoice in the folneſs of my Chriit ; bo 
they have that which ( though I have not) I ſhall 'E 
not want 3 and [I have that which all their Riches a | 

"Cannot purchaſe. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul ' if 
But Lord, how am | obliged, a- O 
A Reflection bhove thouſands, to love and praiſc W: 
i_ ——_ _ thee! to bleſs and admire thee, who Cl 
| Ro ad haft not only plentifully provided for K hi 
| Chriſt rcco. my Soul, bat for my Body too! wW 
Who haſt given me both the upper 
and thenether Springs, Heaven and Earth, things _ 
preſent, and things tocome 2: Thou haſt not dealt 
fo with all, no; not with all of thy own people ; 
many of them arc Strangers to the Mercies which 
I enjoy. God hath done great things for me, O 
-my Soul! What wilt thou do for God ? The freer ( 
the condition is, he hath placed me -in, the more 
am I both obliged and advantaged for his ſervice; 
and 


and yet T9. ie will be "_ many a poor 
Chriilan that labours wich his Hands to get | his 
Bread, redeems more bours for Gcd than I do. 
Lord, [wake me wiſc to underſtand, and anſwer the 
double end of. this gracicus diſpenſation / Let me 
betiow the more of my time on God, and fland 
ready fo miniſter *to the Necellties of his Peo- 
ple. — 
4. Oh, what an unhappy Wretch 


am I! that have nothing either in A Refledtion 
hand , or in hope 3 am miſerable OO 
here, and like to be fo forever: Had parn, nor a 
I but ar Intereſt in Chriſt, as the Chriſt, 


godly poor, have, that would {weeten 
all preſent rroubles, and ſhew me the end oof them. 
But alas! ] am poor aid wicked, contemned of 
Men, and abhorred of God ; an object gf contempt 
both to Heaven and Earth, Lord, look upen ſuch 
a fruly miſerable Obje&t with Compalbon, give me 
a portion with thy people in the World to come, 
if thou never better my outward condition here ! 
O ſarcine this poverty ! blcſs theſe firaits and: 
wants, that they may r.eceſſirate my Soul to go to 
Chriſt 3 make this poverty the way to glory, and I 
ſhall bleſs thee to Eternity that I was poor in this 
World. 


— —— — _ 


The POEM. 


() FT have 1 fzen when Harveſ*s almoſt in, 

Th: Lait Load coming, bow ſome Men bave bin 
Rapt wp with joy, as if that welcome Cart 
Drew home the very treaſure of their beart. 
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W 192 FHubandry Spiritualized; Or, 
Hi What joyful ſboutings ! booping * bollowing noiſe, 
Bib hk WE both of Men and Boys 7 

To carnal minds there is 0 hreater 
Nv bigher joy, nor greater beaven on earth. 

He ſpeaks pure Paradoxes, that ſhall ſay 

Theſe are but trifles to what Saints enjoy. 

But they deſpiſe your ſparks, as much as you 
Contemn their Sun. Some that could never ſhew 
A full fiuft Barn, on which you ſet your beart ; 

But glean perhaps the ears behind your Cart : 

Tet are the gleanings of their comfort more, 

Than all your Harveſt, and admired ſtore. 

Tour mirthis mixt with ſorrow, theirs is pure, 
Towrs like 8 ſhadow fleets, but theirs endure. 

God gives to you the buk, to them the pith ; 

fnd no beart-flinging ſorrow adds therewith. Bo 


Though at tbe ee of death they ſonrtimes monrn, 


Nb ſooner doth the Lord to them return, 

But ſorrow's baniſht from their penſive Breaſt 3 
oy trizmpbs there, and ſmiles es Cheeks inveſt. 
ave you bebeld when with perfumed wings, 

Out f the balmy Eaſt rt Phcebus ſprings 3 

Mounting tþ' Olympick Hill, with what a Grace 

He views the Throne of Darkneſs ; and doth chaſe © 

The ſhades of night before bim ? 'baving bur'd 

Hi golden Beams about this lower World, 

How from ſad Groves, and ſolitary Cells, 

Where borrid darkneſs and confuſion dwells. 

Baits, Owls, and doleful Creatures fly away, 

Refigning to the cheerful Birds of day, 

Ibo in tboſe places now can {it and cbant, 

I#bere lately ſuch ſad creatures kept their baunt. 


Thus grief reſigns to joy, fight, groans and tears, 
7 ſongs ane when the Lord appears 
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| The beavenly = of earthy things” 39 | 
0 maichleſs joy ! O conntenance divine ! 

What axe thoſe rife to theſe ſmiles of thine / 

May 1 with poor Mephiboſherh be bleft 

ah theſe ſweet ſmules, let Eiba take the reſt. 

My Life, my- Treaſure, tbox ſhalt ne've be ſold 

For Silver Hills. or Rivers pad'd with Gold. : 
Wer't thow but :\::79n to worldlings, they would ſcorn 
To ffoop ther h: art 10 ſrech poor Fhings as corn. | 
For ſo they do, 5c —_ thow art abooe ION 
That ſphere wh.:-:': :verr low conceptions move. 
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v CHAP. XIX _ 
Upon the Thraſhing out of Corn. 


Move ſolid Grain with greater ſtrength you thraſh, 
T be ableft Chriſtians have the hardeſt laſh. 


CT — — 


ORIEL VS TORO 


[Juibardmen havingtodo with divers forts of 
Grain, ſome more tough and ſtubborn, o- 
thers more free and tender, do not beat all alike in 
the Threſhing-floor ; but as they have Threſhals of 
ſeveral fizes, fo they beſtow on ſome Grain more, 
on ethers fewer ſtrokes, according to the different 
qualities of the Grain.to be threſhed. This obſcr- 
vation the Prophet Tſaiab hath, chap. 28. v. 27, 
The Fiiches are not threſhed with a threſhing info "= # 
ment, neither is the Cart-wheel turn'd about upon thy” = 
Cumin, bat tbe —_ are beaten out with ' aft 
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194 Husbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 


and the Cummin with a rod. The manner of beat: 
ing out the Corn in ancient times, was far diffe. 
rent from chat which is now in uſe among us ; they 
had the Cart-wheel, which was full of Iron Spokes 
or Teeth, and the Hoots of Beafts for. che ys 
ſort of Grain, as Wheat, Rye and Barley, a Staff 
or Flail for the Fitches, and a Rod or Twig for. the 
Cummin 3 all which Infiruments were proportion- 
ed according to the nature of the Grain. 


A PPLICATION. 


Ee D having to doin a way of Corre&ion with 
divers forts of Offenders, doth not uſe the 
like ſeverity with them ail, bur proportions his Cor- 
xeRion to their abilities and firength, Fer. 30. 11. 1 
will not make a full end of thee, but will | corre& 
thee in meaſure ] and will not leave thee al:opether 
unpuniſhed, ( q. d.-) afflicted thou muſt be, my 
reſpeRt to my own glory and thy good , puts a ne- 
ceflity upon that; but yet I will do it moderately, 
I will not lay on without meaſure or mercy, as I in- 
tend to do upon the Enemies 3 but. will mere out 
your ſufferings in a due proportion, even as a care- 
ful Phytician in preſcribing Pills or Potions to his 
Paticnts, hath regard as well to the ability of the 
Patient, as to the nature and quality of the Diſeaſe; 
even ſo thy God, O Tfrael, will not affli& thee 
according to the greatneſs of his power and his 
wrath anſwerable thereunto, Pſal. 90. 11. that 
would break thee to pieces, Pſal. 78. 38. Noryet 
will he affli& thee accordiog to the demerit of thy 
fin. As it ſhall be much lefs chan what I could in- 
fli& , fo ic ſhall be lefs than thine iniquities deſerve, 
Ezrs 9+ 13+ Neither my power, nor thy deſert, 


I CE 


ſhall 


ww 


by 


Pugs. T95 


it with moderation and mercy, as thou art able to 
fe. M bear. I that have inſtructed the Husbandman to 
iey | proportion his Inſtroments to the quality of 'the 
kes B Grain before him, will exerciſe the like wiſdom 
Jer & and mildneſs towards thee. And the fimilitude be- 
af Þ twixt the Husbandman's threſhing his Corn, and 
the I the Lord's affliQing his people fiands in thefe Par- 
on- @& ticulars. 

1. The Husbandmans end in threſhing the Corn, 
is to ſeparate it from the Husks and Chaff; and 
God's end in affliting his people, is to ſeparate 
them from their tins, 1/2. 27. 9. In mzaſvre when 

ich Il it ſhooteth forth, he will debate with it, (Cz. & ) 
the Þ he will moderately correct them ; and whatthe end 
or- | of thoſe CorreQions are, the next words inform us, 
. I If By this therefore ſhall the in:quity of Jacob be purged, 
<& | and ths is all the fruit to the away his fin. Godules 
her | AMictions, as we ufc Soap, to cleanſe away filthi- 
my | neſs, and fetch out ſpots, Dan. 11. 35. he aims 


ne- © not at the defiruction of their Perſor:s, but of their 


ly, ÞÞ Lutts. 

in- & 2. If the Husbandman have Cockle, Darnel, or 
2ut | pemicicus Tares before him in the Floor among his 
re- | Corn, he little regards whether it be bruiſed and 


his © battered to pieces by the Threthold or no; "tis a 


the © worthleſs thing, and he ſpares it nut.” Such Cockle 
fe; and Tares are the Enemies of Gcd and when theſe 
1ee come under his Flail, he firikes them without mer- 
his &y 5 for theſe the Lord prepares a new ſharp threſh- 
hat Ming Infirument, having Teeth , which ſhall beat 
yet them co duſt, 1/a. 41. 15. The Daughter of Babylon 
hy BB like 2 threſhing- floor, "tis time 20 threſh ber, Jr, 
in- £5S!.33- And when that time is come, chen (in 
allutivn to the Beaſt that was to tread out the Corn) 

3 Siou's 


ſhall be the rile of my proceedings ; but I will do © 
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Sion's born ſhell be of iron, and ber boof: braſe, MY xc 
4.13. He (mites not his people, according to the 7; 


ſtroke of them that ſmote them 3; the meaning kN #-, 
his ſtrokes on them ſhall be deadly ſtrokes. Thy :- 
. ſhewed no mercy to Sir, and Ged will ſhew m 13 
mercy to them. fic 
3. When the Husks and Chgff are perfeRly ſepaiſÞh lar 
rated from the Grain, then the Husbandman bear 
it no more. Waen God hath perfectly purged and pa 
ſeparated the fins of his people, then atflictions (hall 2+ 
come co a perpetual end, he will never ſmite theafſ hip 
again; there is no noiſe of the threſhing TofiruF ric: 
ment in. Heavca 3 he that beat chem with his Flailf rat 
on Earth, will put chem into his Boſum tn Hex}ſÞ the 
Ven. 
4: Though the Husbandman lays on, and beats S. 


his Corn, as if he were angry with it, yet he love] tin 
ard highly prizes itz and thougn God firike andf *Ty 
affli& his people, yet he ſets a great value uponſſÞ It v 
them; and it is equally abſurd to inter God's hatred gel 
to his people from his affliQing of them, as the Hulſh - 
bandman's hatred of his Corn, becauſe he threthe 
and beats it, Heb. 12. 6. Whom the Lord loveth h 
carrefetb, and chaſteneth every fon woom. be receic| 
eb. x 

5. Though the Husbandman threſh and beat thx 
Corn, yet he will not bruiſe or hurt ic, it he ca 
help it ; though ſore require more and hardz! 
ſirokes than others, yet none (hall have more than 
it an endure. And though the Lord afflict his Ser 
vants, yet he will do them. no hurt, Fer. 25. ©. 
Some need more Rods than others, but none {bil 


have more than they can bear > the Lord knowh 7 
the meaſures and degrees of his Servants Faith ans *s 
rc 


Patience, and accordingly (hall their tryals be, P/« 
; .  *: .__ 


103. 13, 14: Like as a father pities bjs children, ſo the. 
Lord pitieth them that fear him for be knows their 
frame, be remembers they are but duſt ; be makes a way 
to eſcape, that tbey may be able to bear it, x Cor. 10. 
13. This care and tenderneſs of God over his af- 
figed, is eminently diſcovered in three Particu- '' 
lars. If 
( I. ) In not expoling them to, till ke have pre- 
pared them for their tryals, Lute 24. 49. Tarry ye 
at Jeruſalem, nti! ye be endued with porwer from on DEN | 
high. He-gives them ſometimes cminent difcove- AR! 
rics of his love immediately before, and as a prepa- WA ! 
rative to their ſufferings 3 in the tirength whereof, ' [BT 
they are carried through all. Fi 
(2.) Or if not ſo, then he intermixeth ſupport- ht 
Xa ing Comfort with their Troubles, as you fome- wt | 
ove} times fee the Sun ſhine out while the Rain falls. [1.11 
and *Twas ſo with Pau!, Ads 27. 23. This night (and \0E1 
1ponſl it was a fad night indeed) thery ſftoed by me tbe An- 640 
ered gel of the Lord, whoſe I am, (108 
Hull 3. In taking off the AfiQion, when they can IR 
eh} bear it no longer, 1 Cor. 10. 13. He makes a way to |? | 
b IE «cape, that they may be able to bear it. Pal. 125. 3. q' 
eceir-W The Rod is taken off, when the righteous is evenready 
to put forth bis hand to iniquity. *Tis a Jewiſh Pro- 48d! 
t tie verb, When the Bricks are doubled, then comes li} | 
calf Aoſer, And it is a Chriſtian experience, When | 
ard the Spirit is ready to fail, then comes Jclus; ac- 
tn0F cording to that Promiſe, Tſa. 57. 16. | ! 


5-8 REFLECTIONS 


now 71. How unlike am I to God, in ARefledtion 
the afiiiting of his people? The oy OI 
Lord is pitiful when he (mites them, - © 

1” but 
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may fitly enough be cajled [everity. 
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burning, than- thrething. 
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but Thave been cruel. He is kind to them, when 
moſt ſevere 3 but the belt of my kindnefſes to them, 
God ſites 
them in love, I have ſmitten them in hatred. Ah, 
what have I done 2 God hath uſed me as his hand, 
Pſal. 17. 14. or as his Rod to afflit them, Ter, 
10. 7. bui his end and mine have widely differed 
in that aGion, 7/2. 10.7. I am but the Scullion, 
or rather the Whiſp co ſcour and cleanſe theſe Veſ- 
fels of Glory, and when I have done that dirty 
work, thoſe bright Souls ſhall be fet up in Heaven, 
and I caſt into the Fire. If he ſhall have judgment 
without mercy, that ſhewed no mercy 3- how can I 
expc&t mercy trot the Lord, whole people I have 
perſecuted mercilefly for his ſake ? 

2. Is the Lord's Wheat thus threſh- 


A Reflection eq in the Floor of Afi.Rion 2 What 
for ſuch wy then ihall I think of my condition, 
meet with no - . 

a Aiions. who proſper and am let alone in the 


way of ftn 2 Surely the Lord looks 
en me 2s on a Weed, -and not as his Corn; and 
*ris too probabl-, rhat | am rather reſerved for 
Some there axe whom 
God loves not fo well as to ſpend a Rod upon them, 
but faith, Ler them: alone, Hof. 4. 17. but miſcrablc 
is their condicion, norwi: hſtanding their impunity 3 


for what is the i interpret2tion bur this ? I will come 


to a reckoning with them for altogether in Hell. 
Lord, how much better is thy affl. Ring mercy, than 
thy ſparing (everity | Better is the condition of an 
2M cted Child, than of a rcjx&cd Battaid, Heb. 
= x3. <0, ex me rather. fecl thy Rod now, as 
the Rod of a loving Father, than fecl thy wrath 
hercatcer, as the wiath of an Oamnipotent Aven- 
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- Hnbog: A Reflcitio 
my Soul "oh ieareſt the Hucband-. A wo i 
man loves BY Corn though he threſh- ealSune. +, | 
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eth it 3 and (ately the Lord loves | 
thee not the leſs, becauſe' he afflias thee fo muth. 1" 
If Affliction then be: the way to Heaven, blefſed be [1 
God for AffiQion.”' The threſhing ſtrokes of God We! 
have come thick upon me, by which 1 may ſee, W: | 
what a tough and ſiabburi: Heart I. have; if one 
ſtroke would have done the work, he would rot 
have lifted *up his hand the ſecond time. I have M4 
not had a firoke' rnore than I had need of, 1 Pee. A 
I. 6. and by this meats he will purge my fi fin, bleſl= _ : i 
ſed bz God for that” The Lamned have infinitely io 
more and harder fitokes than 4, and” yet their fa {| 
ſhall never be ſeparated by their ſufferings. Ah; RN 
ſin, curſed fin, I 'am- fo much out of love wich Ml! 
thee, thar I ah willing to to cndore \'maxe than all B40 
this to be well rid of thee 3' all chis' I (uffer for thy 
ſake, but the time is coming whet Tuſhall be rid of 
fin and ſuffering together. Mean! While, I am un- 
der my own Fathers Hand, fmice' mie che may, but 
hate me he cannot. n 
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HE facred Revell tell ns, þ: retofe "gp _ py 
God had an'Altar in a Thriſhing- or 's y 0 8 A ni ifts 
IV bere threſhing Inftrements devoted wefe © .\ Wa 
To ſacred fervire,fo you find them bere.” ny oY Nil |; 
T now worth Yelpbthe' Tre hers eat forth, "I 
4 notwn from by Threſhold muco more worth 
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Se we 
That Soxl-inftruZieg Engine in Lis ban, = | | 
With fewer firokes, and lighter you will, Fi | | 
The Oats and Barley than the ſtubborn, beat, - 
Which will require "_ endure more blows 
Than freer Grain. Thus deals the Lord by thoſe 
IF bom he affpicts, . Hedoth not uſe 10. frike 
Offer:ding Ciidrea mich i; = od a{the. 
But on the eblel foee [Yers 1+) impoſe 
The beavief b:rdens, and 6c [e{s ;on thoſe 
Of reakey Grace, He ſhews binyelf a God 
Of Fulzment in his banzling of the Rod. Bn | 
Ged hith a Rate-book by bim, wherein be © - 
Keeps jrft accounts bow rich jo people be 3 
Wha Faith, Experience, Patience more or leſs 
Each one piſſ:{ſcth, . and 43:5 them aſſeſs 
Accor ind to #hetr jtock. Such as have not | I 
A Martyrs Faith, ſball bave no Martyrs lot. 
The 5 21s, degrees, and the continuance 
Of all their Jperiveg! jo 8 circumſtance, ..;, +. 
Preſcribed are by bim who wiſeſy. Jwgpe. -;- 1 | 
Tbe world. ph OTE. tharn's right 07. 10 an lays. 
Be Man or Deril the Apothecary, 
God's the Phyfician; who can 1hen miſcarry 
In ſuch a hand ? be newer aid, or will 
Suffer tbe leaft adduion to vis bill. 
Nor meaſ(wre, nor yet mercy he obſerves C: 
Ta threſning 'Babylan. fer ſbe ««{crees A 
Hs beavieft ftrokes 5 and in bis floor ſhe mY 
Be beaten ſbortly with bis flail to daft. | 
But Sicn's Ged in meaſure w:!l debate 

His.Children be may. fſmite, bt cannot - a | 


Hz beats them, iruc. to make bir Cheff #0: fn, 
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| Jes. 
Tn one fair 7 wit "thoſe | 


EA 1 


Four, Phe bere © 


4 (tn | 
Onee i " like Ge 4 FF wn ms { Lek 
hb £:1 51 A off. 7, Ts 0 
CHA P;) X00 
Upon the Wipnowing af Corn... 
IVY? TIT 
The Fan death [EPS light Chaff to fly away, 
_ So ſhall th' xngodly in God's —— day. 
RE FRF] FE 7 FIIE: —__- : Lol, 
"OBSERVATION. = 


7 Hen the Corn | is threſhed” out in the Flodr, 


where it lyes. mil gol with empty ears, | 
ridman carries'it 


and wortblefs Chaff, the” 


on alto AKA: into, ſome! open Tee where having 


ay it alt to the Wind the good Grain, by 
on of its "fol ity, tcimains ,upon "the ſheer, bat 
the Chaff being light and empty, is partly carried 
quite away by the Wind, and all the reſi leparated 
from the good Grain into a diſtin heap, which is 
carffed away, either to the Fire or 'the Durghit as 
A worthleſs thing. 
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APPLICATION. 


M EN have their winnowing days, and God 
. | hath his; a day co (cpaxate the Chaft from 
the Wheat, the godly from the tngodly, who ſhall 


« þ- both be held up to the Wing, but only the wicked 
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f Spiritual zed "Or. 
(hall be driven. ; away wt I. Soch a a OJ God hath 
in this World, whereir\ he wionows his Whear, 
ard ſcparates the Chaff, There is a double fanning 
or winnowing ot Men here in this World; one is 
dofirinally, in which (enfc I underfiand that SCrip- 
ture, Mat. 3.12. fpoken of Chrilt, when he was 
entring upon his Minitterial Work. \ His fan is in 
bishasd, and be ſhall throwfbly purce bis floor, and 

ather his wh-at into tbe garner, bict be will burn up 
the Chaff with unquenchable fire, The preaching cf 
the Goſpel is as a Fan in Chrifls Hand, and it is as 
much as if Fehn had thus told the fews, that 
though there were many hypocritical cnes among 
them, that had now a place and range among the 
people of God, ard gloricd in their Church- ron 
ledges, | yet there, . - a purging blaſt of trur 
ing, which hall * mak xc them fly gut of the Clarth, 
as taſt as Chaff\ ow Sep Floor,”: Thus Chrilt wir- 
nows or fans Uþe* " World dofirinally: ic other 15 
juaicially, by bringirg lore. "Hh reds 1 yals,ax 
{utte1;ngs Upon the Charges this ARDS F: 
thoſe.which are but Thaff, ( 3. Po pty and” vain 
Profetfors may. by "Cych. inds | th je be feparated 
from his people. *,, _” 

he Church increaſes ewo ga and by two di- 

Vers Means, extenſively, in breadth and "oumbers, 
and qrtenſively, in vigour and power ; peace and 
proſperity cauſes the firſt, ſufterivgz and adverfity 
the lait ; and well may. a day of ecxiccution be cal- 
leda winnowivg day, for then art the people of 
God teffed to purpoſe, as Corn tne Sieve, though 
nothing Lat Chaft be J1o{i thereby. Of ſuch a win- 


;owing dzy the' Prophet ſpeaks, Amos g. 9,40, I 


wil bo ft the Souſe of Iſracl among al Nations, like hg 
Corn is /fied in @ f ve, ] yet ſhall rot the I, leaft- grain fall 


% — 
f _ _ 


i por 


*” ID a, 


on £5, oy 5 


” 


BEFPOA A mw wa ky 


WG I @ bd 


1 


+ QA 00 -» oO wm > qnS oo 


ſpring up with them in the ſame Families, and 


Q3 from 


be heg'venty uſe of earths things. 203. 
onthe earth 5 all-the ſinners of any] 
( qz d. ) I will cauſe great agitatidns and foſlings 
among you by the hands of the! 4ſprigivs and. Baby-/ 
lonians, into whoſe Countreys you thall be difperſt 
and ſcattered, yet-I will ſo:gauernm:: thoſe your dil- 
perſtons by my Providence, that bbtanfigood Grin? 
one upright Spul ihall eternally periſh3 +but-thes 6+; 
ners -of my pcopke,-yhe-rctule Ruff: that (hall:' peo 
riſh. \ maIW S114 v-% [3I'1.%9 
To the ſame purpoſe (peaks another Prophet; 
Zepb.1.1, 2. Gather your ſelves #9getber; (or abforke 
read ) fan your ſelves, yea, 'fangyour feives, before 
the degree bring farth, and +be day-faſs as the cbaff. 
He doth not mean, that-the time fhall paſs as the 
Chaff, but there is a day of affl;ion; and diſirefs 
coming, in, which thewyicked ſhs!} pafs as the Chatt 
befoxe the Wind,;z andyet notwinhliandingy all theſe 
winnowings upon, Earth, 1much Ghaff will Gill a+ 
bide, among the Corn:;; therctore (3od:hath appaint- 
£d another day for. the winnowigg:,of the World, 
eyen, the day of Juggment, in reference te which it 
is ſaid, Pſal.; 1, 4, 5. be ungodly are not ſo, bat are 


like the, chaff, molnch the” wind drives areay; . therefore 


the ungodly ſhatl nat fiand in judgment, nor ſinners in 
the congregation of the righteous ; '( 4. e. ). God hath 
a day wherei: he will tif the Wald, like Corn in 
a Sicve, 'and then the wicked ſhall appear to be but 
Chaft,. which God will .cternally ſeparate froth his 
Wheat, . 1 v:illoog ſtain che ſimilicude, bur fairly 
diſplay it in theſe Seven Particulars. 


I. The Chaff and Wheat grow together in the * 


ſame Ficld, and upon the fame Root and Stalk. 
In this, wicked Men are like Chaff, who not only 
affociate with the people of God, bur oftentimes 


people ſhall die i i 
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204” ' Husb: = G X Xt; E i5-Or,” 
- from the ſemd1\Rpody or EE Parents, \Mal, 


I. 2. Winer Han. Jacob's brother ? Yet the: one 4 

was: Wheat, choeitier Chaff, Inſtances of this arc i 

infinite. - +. ] 

('S, The Redbenfoms: would never. endure the « 

Hasks, Chaffvanddry Stalks to remain in the'Fleld q 

if ie! were mot for: the good: Cots fake, he would ( 

quickly ſec fixe! tb/it, but chititheCorn is among ir, x 

which be highly prizeth; and be affured , God '2 
would-never ſuffer the nvicke@'to abide login this 

World; were it 'nof forhis own Ele& that are dif- \ 

_ among them; '- Except. the Lord had fuch a x 

EMTANTt viſperfedrin che World, he would quick= H 

| Iyifet tire to the four Quatters, "and make: it like 6 

} Sodom; Ifa. rg. Vis 2 .Þ 

| 3-/The Ghatkis' aivlepierreddels ching, thi Hol * 

$ bantdian'caresatior what becomes :of ir, arid "of 48 1; 

P i title worth ate Wicked Meri; Phop:'10. 20. The beat? o} 
Hl of the wicked Þ&Rtlevrbrth. | The Heart is the prin- 

t | cipe] part'of gdh, and yet thars but Chaff, no & 

| i} wahh' 5t ;;481/2ads; bis Clittis, ec: are worth n 

8 fomewhat, buithis' Heart is warth'ndthing, 4A 

| I”; V4 Though CheFin it-(elf be'nothin \worth, yet, pl 

| is of {ome uſe ro the! Corr) whites ivttanding in 01 

[ i; the Field ;'the Ralk bears ap the(ear, 'and the Chaff ” 

* covers the! Grain; and defends it from the ivjury of _, 

Wl the Weather: , Thus 'God*tmtkes” wicked Men of bes 
W/! + vue & his people, in outward focicty-3 they help 

ro lupport 2nd protc& them' ſn'this World, Rev. th 

12,16. The Exrth helped” the Woman), (i.e. ) re 

worldly Men for carnal 'ends* helpt the Church, ' in 

wien a Flood of Perſecution was poured out. . The m 

Church ofteo hclps the World, it'receives many bc- Hi 

nefrs from the p<ople of God 3 and hy H: 

over-rules rhe World to help his Church, s ge 


FSI} : ai | 

uſe of ea | thine: $ 2 Or 

+ ec Chaff and Wheat arc both broughe 

forth and H up 'toth he Wing, in one Sieve, "they 

fall two "way ys 5 the * Wheat © falls down upon the 
Floor, of Sheet, the 'Chaff is "vr ied quite AW 

So alitiddgh for ' a. time godly Ind ungodly be 

togetp ther,, Fet, Iſtin this winnowing time comes, 

* Wheat. ſhall be gathered into his Gainer 

i Heaven the Chaff ſhall go the other way, Mar. 


| 6. If there be any Chaff' among the Corn, it "whit 
appear when it is Gifted in a windy day,, it; canqot 
poſhbly eſcape if it be well winnowed ; auich mere 
impoſhble' it is for any wicked Man to elcape 
critical ſearch of God in that day 5; 3, the cloſeſt 
.pocrite-ſhall then be detected, for God will rar if 
| Ihe ſecrets of Men, 2 Cor. 16. He will then bring to 
light the bidden things of darkyeſs, and make manife 
the counſels of the beart, 1 Cor. 4.5 

7. Laſtly, Aﬀer Corn and Chat are  feparat ed by 
the winnowing Wind, they thall, never lye, toge- 
ther in one heap any more. The wicked hall T 
Abrabam, and Iſaac, and Faceb, and all the 
phers in the Kingdom of God, but themſelyes hrud 
out 3 there is no Chatf in Heaven. | 
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REFLECTIONS 


I. Am 1 an empty vain Profeſſor, Jy 
that want the 0 and ſubfiance of oy 
real godlinels ? Then am I but Chatf i. TER 
in God's account, though I grow a- ._.._ 
movyg his Corn ; the Eye of Man cannot diſcern! 'my 
Hypocrilie, bat wiken he cog whoſe Fan is'in wr | 
Hand, then how plaivly will it be dete&&d'? An- - if 

. Bds and Men ſhall diſcern ir, and ſay, Lo, #his yi Me 
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w hall I a- 


'bide the day of bis comip T Fe als ;,the great | the 
"Hcart-Anatomilt 3 things I ge he < carried thep dri 
"by Names and Parties, as they axc now ; #2 Fvery, | ſha] 


_ ſhall be weighed i in a juſb ballance, and a Meg © | wb 
thes written upon every falſe Hearts great ill be Fol 
Serlpfeviey of that trial : My own: FOience me 
+ (144 hho 'n with my 'Judge, and (ball then ackrow- (oli 
10; whe that there is not one drop of Injaftice” in all the 
i + thar, Sea o-wrath ; and though Iam Damned, yet tia) 
Yam not wronged : ; the Chaff cannot" ftand before Sir 
"the Wird, 'nor I beforc the Judgwent of Churitt. aw 

| 2. Is there ſuch a *farining” tin S. 
" A Refletion coming? Why do not I chen fift my mi 


| 'd ak 'Y Heart every day by ferious Self-cxa- me 
| examination. - mination? No work more important my 


to me, and yet how much hayel oeg- Iric 
=_— it? O my Soul! thou hadſt been' better Im- bet 
ployed, in ſearching thine own 'Eſtate in refercoce 
"ro thit day, thanin prying ſiafully into 'the Hearts, _ 
"and cevſuring the conditions of other Men : Judge 
* thy (elf, and thou ſhalt not be condemned with the 
World ; the work indeed is difficulr, bur the neg- 
ek dangerous : Were I within a' few days to ſtand 
at Man's Bar, there to be tryed for my Life, how 1 
buſic ſhould I be every hour of the day in writing W 
to any that I thoughricould befriend me ? And ftu- Th 
dying every advantage to my felt? And yet, what Tl 
2 vaſt difference is there betwixt Man's Bar and Ti 
God's? Betwixt a tryal for my Life, and for my Nt 
| it Soul ? Lord, rouze up my ſluggiſh Hearr by awtul Gl 
WM and folicicous thoughts of that day, left 1 be found O, 
Wil  amongthat Chaff which ſhall be burnt up with yn- Ti 
| EE Fire! | 


3. Fear_ 


+: | $ 
there ber. a gorhing- fl. gh Gy” 


drive all CER Rell, Jo, ; i Soul. wr" 


ſhall blow rthegn Q RAD) '1 know theta... 

when be Wo ob, 1 ſhall come forth * : G8 
Fob 23. 10, L have too much. Chatf About 

= but yet I ROK nor QMrpgher Ghafts,. there. is, py: 

ſolid work ofa vs ie wpan my ., Soul that wi es 

the trial ; Let 3 to > cone e 

tial and By i Pe Job i ye Not 2 


Sincerity cannot be loſt in MH Ge not aft 
om_ a perfe (3. e. an upright hearted ) fe 

He that's appoiuted co Judg che World" is 
mine 3 3 ind his imputed Righteouſneſs will \make 
me full weight in «ns Balance. . Bleſs the Lord ( O 
my Soul ) for ſincerity 3 this will abide, when com- 
mon Gifts and <mpty Names will fice as the Chaff 
b<tore the Wind. 
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TY E winnowing Wind firſt drives the 'Chaff aivay, 
Next light and bollow Grains ; thoſe only ftay 
Whoſe beet and ſolid ſubſtance can endure Q 
This tryal, and fuch Grains are counted pure. : 
The Corn for uſe i carefully preſerv'd, WE 
The uſeleſs Chaff. for burning flames reſero'd. | 
No Wind but blows ſome good, 4 Proverb us. 
Glad ſhall The if it bold true in this. 

O, that the Wind when you to winnowing go, 

This ſpiritual good unto your Souls might blow ! 

To make you pauſe, and ſadly ruminate, 


Ir what a dokful puight and wret:hed ftate 
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Falſe beart remain, to loſe our love Kpoit. | 


off are a ea aninon hope bo =” 
be ſhall ebimt, Ter al 1s. 2 BY band” 
His piercing E yes, infallibhy diſtuſe - _ 
The. very Reins, and" inward RL op of | 

e ontfide ſcemin "Grate k Aeatly\pgint} 
That with te belt they paſs for veal Saintr. 


Fae Hipoerit vas 63 atceptance 7h $6; 
Bar lk the Clo ie 2 Sar [1 
He Jhall not tha, arebing. day Mars, 
or # hath any es of the pure. 
Have Jos! Nt, Thiſtle-down 
Fo howling Tatts 212d up and down 
"About the de my Even fo God's ireful ftorm 
hall chaſe the Hy Hypocrite, who now can ſcorn , © 


'The breath of cloſe Yeproofs 3 and like a Rock, 


- Repel reproofs, aid juſ# reprovers mock. 


"How many that in Je lendid Garments walk, 

Of bigh Profeſſions * and like Angels talk, 

Shall God diveſt, and openly proclaim 

Their ſecret guilt, to their eternal ſhame ! 

This is the day wherein the Lord will rid 

His Church of thoſe faiſe Friends, which now lye bid 
Among bis people... There will not beone.  ___ __ 


O, bleſſed Aﬀembly ! glorious ftate | when all. 

In their uprightneſs walk, "and ever (Pall. | 

O make my beart fincere, that T may never | 
Prove ſuch light Chaff as then thy PA ind will Wiver 
From ſolid Grain) 0 let my Soul deteſt 
Unſowndueſ?, end abide thy firueſt Tet. 
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' Husb; andzy. 

OW is it Reader ? Jaws I DRE thee ? ( with me. 
IV bilft through theſe pleaſant Fields thouwalk 

Our path was pleaſant, but if lengt of way 

Doweary thee, well ſlack our pace, and ſtay 

Let*s fit a while, under the eraling ſhade 

Of fragrant Trees 5 Trees were for ſhadow made. 

Lo here a pleaſant Grove, whoſe ſhade is good 3 

But more than ſo, "twill Yield rs fruit for food. 

No dangerous fruits do on theſe branches grow, 

No Snakes among the verdaut Graſs below. © 


Here we'll repoſe a while, and then go view 
The pleaſant Herds and Flocks 3 and ſo adien. - 
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” Them te ingraing of Fai Tres. | 3 

pen the Ingraffing - of Fruit-Trees. ed 

Ungraffed Trees can never bear good Fruit, 2 I gel 

- Nop we till .praffed on a better Root. - - ; © || ;n& 

# s Me 
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Wild Free naturally ſpringing upin the Wood | - Ie 
or Hedge, and never graffed or removed k 


A 


oF from its native Soyl, may bear ſome Fruit, and that 
Wil fair and beautiful to the Eye 3. but it will give you Fe 
if no content ,at_.all in eating, being always harſ(k, þ 
18 ſlower and *nnpleaſant to-the'talte 3 but if ſuch a F 
fiock be remdvcd into a good Soyl, and graffed with Mr 
a better kind, it may become a good Tree, and | 


yield ſtore of choice. and pleaſant Fruit. | pt 
_ APPLICATION. me 

[: Nregenerate Men who never were acquainted 1h 
] with the Myſtery of Spiricual Union with Je- th 


ſus Chrift, but ill grow; upon theirs natural Root, 
old Adam, may by the force and power .of natural I}. M: 
Principles- bring forth fome Fruit, ( which like the |} 


wild Hedge-fruit we fpake of )may indeed be fair and 28 
pleaſant - to the Eyes of Mzen, but God takes no Un 


pleefurc at all init; it's ſlower, harſh, and diftaſic- 

ful co him, becauſe it ſprings not from theSpitit of Þ| ' 
Chriti, T/2. 1. 13. I cannot away with it, it is ini- 
quity, &c. Bur that I may not intangle the Threa 
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of my Diſcourſe, I (hall CO q the former '* W- 
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ters.) {et before you a paralle] berwixt "rhe be 
Fruits of natural Mer, apdit >fe of a wild urgrift- 
— TR SPATE, 
- * 7. The Root that bears this wild Fruit'is 4 de- 
generate Root, and thai's the cavſe of all this ſowe:- 
:nels ard harſhreſy in the Froit it bears 3 it's the Se 
of ſome better Tree accidentally blown, "or caſt*ije- 
D to ſome waſte and bad Soyl, where not belvg & I 
nured and ordered aright,, it's turned wild : "$91 
. the Froits of unregenerate Men flow from the fijlt 
Adam, a corrupt and degenexate Reot';. he was i 


z3® 


- deed planted a ri ht Seed, but ſoon turhed'a Wi 
+ | 20d. degencrate Plant'; he being the Rove from. 
oy | which every Man nathrally (prings, cortupts affche” 
k, Fruit that any Man bears frem him. 1:'s obfervea 


a ITT, \# Jaid LiS (453d $7: 1d aac SW. Genus 
hf ng in deropte prog peter in pallce PRVIP'y 
Mankind was putrthed in the Root” of Ris *firlk Pa-. 
rent.” Mat. 7.18. A corrupt tree cannot bring jo 
» OY) R bg, IR JT -*:41 


by Gregory, pertinert'to my preſent purpoſe, 


F 


- good frat. EE. _ 
_ .. Thiscorrupt Root (poils the Frujt, by the franſ- 
miſſion of its fower and naughty Sap info all the - 


Branches and Fruits that grow on them 3 ' they ſuck ' 


4 no other nouriſhment, but what the Root affords 
t tieth, and that being bad ſpoils all : For the fime 
a] | ule and reaſon, no meer natural or upregenerate 
\- || -Man can ever do one holy or acc: ptable action, be- 
4 | cauſethe corruption of the Root is In all thoſe adti- 
o || 90s. The neccſi:y of our drawing corruption” into 
E. all our aCtions, from this curſed Root Adam,” 4s 
f || (Expreſſed by a quick and ſmart Inierrogation, Fob 
| +4 Ir 30 can bring a clean thi”g out of an unclean > (\« 
ot one» The ſznſe of it is well. Peiee us ( by 
Mr. Caryli in loc.) This qudtion zith he ) may 
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IN originally ukicledh : ? And ſo.he lays his Hani 
up pofi ff his Birth-lin;” Or,*Secondly, -{ which ſpeaks 
= my purpoſe) it may refer to the ation of- the 
ſame Man, Man beirig pnclean, cannot bring forth 
A clcan thing 3. * e. )-a_ clean, or, holy, aRion; 
that which is originated, is like its original. Anil 
that this ſower Sap "of the firſt fock ( I mean 4- 
.dams's. fin ) is oP itted into, all Mankind, not 
.only corrupting there . Fruit, 'but ruiving and whi- 

ering all the Branches the Apoltte ' ſhews ng in 
;that excellent parallel betwigt the two Adams, 
Rem. 42; IWioerefore 4 by one wan one, nofoni- 
y,in individuo, ſed . in, ſpecie,_ one repreſenting the 
You k Root or Stock, fin entred into the'world | not 
Fi: imitation only, but by propagation; and this 
t Death and Ruin upon all the Branches. . 

, 3e. Although theſe wild Hedge-fruits | be unwhole- 
43A unplcaſang to the caffe, yet” they” arc' falr 
and beautiful to the Eye 3 a Man that looks upon 
them, and doch not know what Fruit it 'is, would 
Judge it by its ſhew,and colour to be excelleatF raitz 
"for it makes a faiter ſhew oftentimes than the beſt 
.and moſt wh alefom Fruit doth : Evcn ſo, thoſe na- 

| Gifts and Endowments which fome UNTEgene- 
ratc Perfons have, {ſeem exceeding fair to the. Eye, 
and a Fruit to 5c dctired, What excelent qualities 
have ſore meer natural Men and Women? What 
a winning Ait.biiiry, bu: mble Condeſcentian, Meck- 
neſs, Rignteouſ; nels, ingenious: Federneſs and 
Sweernels of Nature As it was ( FI -perbghically 
"enough ) faid of one, In bc homme. now peccavit 
Adam , adam never Grnned io thi- Man z meaning, 


that he excelled tc od of AGAMS Childzgn 


; 10 
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VI? 
ul dergo... 4 ; threefold. Conftrution.z F iſt, thus: 
0. can bring a morally clean Perſon, ont of k 


t{weetnels 
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of Temper and watural Endow! 
What curious Phantaſies, nimble, Wies,: ſolid) Judg- 
ments, tenacious Memories, rare Rlocutiop, J' ee; 


gre tO 
which they are - aflified in, difcourling, praying, 


FP 
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preaching and writing, to the admiration of ſuch . 


as know'thern !.) But that, which is highly eſteemed 


of Men» is abomination - &@ (30d;; Lake 16/\15.%It 


finds no : acceptance : With: hitn,..btaulc It, Jrit T 
from that curſed, Root, ok Natureq and 15 not ;(h 
production of his own Spiritz: +»: 


4. If ſuch a: ftock' wers eemoved into a:better 


Soyl, and graffed with 'better? kind, :3ei: might 
bring forth Fruic, pleaſant; afill grateful to the Hufſ- 
bandmwan 3 and if ſuch Perſons; before defcribed-) 
were but regencrated and changed in: their Spivits 
and Principles, what | cxctHoat and uſeful Perfons 
would they. be in'the Church of- God ? And then 


their Fruits would be ſweet, and acceptable to him. ' 


One obſerves of Tertulliat, (Origen and Ferons, | thac 
they came into Cangan laden with | Egyptians Gold; 
(34.. es): they -came into the Church 
Vice. 17: | | 


or Hedges, he cuts down thefe Crab-fiocks" with 


the ref, :becauſe he values them not'any more thaiy © 


the Thorns and Brambles among which they grow ; 
and as little will God regard or ſpare theſe natural. 
Branches, how much ſoever they are laden with 


ſuch Fruit. -- The threatning is univerſal, Fohn 3. 3. . 


Except you be regenerate and born again; you caniat en- 
ter ints the kingdom of heaven. And again, Heb. 12. 
14. I/ithout botineſs, no man ( be his natural Gifts 


never ſo excellent. )3ſpalt ſee. God, | Irabelliſhed na- + 


ture, 


" @& © V. 


be found among meer natural Men ? By- 


Il'of excels. 
lent hamdtit Learning, which did Chrifi much Ser- T 
byt 1 vt mikas 


5. When the Husbandiman cuts down hisWoods* | 
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ture, i& nacutc RIF Thi which 3s born 
_ int] fleſh) however it be (et off with advantage te 


- ed. aves; and all my Daties but Hedge-fruit, which 
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1.40755! +4: t, To:what purpoſe then do I glo« 
AjRefleRiod i >/xy+ in-my natural Accompliſhments? 
SR Note” Though! [ have'a 'beftet -natuire than 
hR 5 - >Mfome-others have, 'yet Its Teurſed 

nature . ſill. Theſe ſweet Qualities 
and exccllent Gifts, de only hide, but not kill the 
corruptien of nathre750T am'but a "rotten Poſt gild- 


Y $20" 


God-Mnakes no accdunt of, O cutting thought ! 
thag-;the unicarned; ſhall riſe and''rake Heaven; wh 
whan+ with alllmy excellent Gifrsſhall deſcend into Þ and 
Hell. Heaven was'not:made fot Scholars, as ſuch; || ſen 
but for'Brlievers ; as: one ſaid, when chey comfort- || he | 
ed him upon his.Death-bed, that he. was@:knowing || tive 
Man, : a Dofor of Dzvinity': O, faid-he&f tk thall not O ( 
appcar before God'as a Doftor; 'but- as: Man ;:[ & hay 


\ ſhall Gard upon a level with the' moſt! Hlieevarc (in! | to. 
«the Day of Judgment; what doth it avail me chat || the 
2} have a nimble. Wie, whillt 4 have none t6-do- my | Cr 


{lt good 2 Will my Judge be charm'd' with aRhe< |} fro 
torical Tongue ?* Things will not. be carried .m that £Þ pre 
World as they are in this. Ifr I could with Beren- © of : 
garits diſcourſe de omni ſcibi/e, of every thing that is || hat 
knowable 3 or with Solomon unravel Nature, from |} anc 
the Cedar to'the Hyſop, what would this advantage I ihc 
me, as long as I am ignorant: of Chriſt; and the } Lo 
Myftcry of Regeneration:? My head hath often aked 
with Stydy,; but when did my Heart ake+ for Sin ? 
Methinks,- Qimy 'Squl;  thoutrimmeſt-up gy > ſclf 

? in 
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in-theſe-natural Ornaments to appear before God, 
much as that delicate Agag did, when he.-was to . 
come before Samuel, and fondly conceiteft thatthele | | 
things will procure: favour or ( at leaft ) pity from | 
him 3; but yet, think not for all that, the bitterneſs 1'7 
of Death is paſt 3 ſay not within thy ſelf, Will 
glo-ſl God caft ſuch a one as I into Hell ?- Shall a Man of 
nts 2 ſuch Parts be Damned ? Alas ! Juſtice will hew 
han thee to pieces, as Samuel did that ſprace King, and. 
red not abate thee the leaſt, for theſe things 3 many 
ities} Thouſand Branches of Nature, as fair and fruitful 
the Þ as thy (elf, are now blazing in Hell, becauſe not 
ild-J tranſplanted by Regeneration into Chriſt ; and if 
hich £ he ſpared not them, neither will he ſpare thee. 
ht!fl 2.1 am a poor deſpiſed Shrub, ? 
en , | which have no beauty at all in me, 4 
into } and yet ſuch a one hath the Lord cho- \,. ,crelicyer. 
auch; U ſen to tranſplant into Chriſt, whillt 
ort- | he icft many fragrant Branches ſtanding on their na- 
ing | tive fiock, to be fuel of his wrath to all Eternity ! 
not' | O Grace? for ever tobe admired ! Ah, what cauſe 
zi F have I co be thankful to free Grace, and for ever 
inf to walk humbly with my God; the Lord hath 
hat | therefore choſen an unlikely, rugged , unpolliſhe - 
wy || Creature as I am, that Pride may for ever be hid 
he< | from .mine Eyes, and that I may never glory in his 
hat I preſence, 1 Cor. 1.29. I now have the advantage 
ren- | of a better Root and Soyl than any carnal Perſon 
tis | hath, it will therefore be a greater ſhame to me, 
om | and a reproach to the Root that bears me, .if I 
age | ihould be our-tiripe and excelled by t,cm; yet 
the } Lord, how often do I hind it (o? I fee fome of them. 
ked | Meck and patient, whilti 1 am proud and pafſio- 
nate . gentle and affable, whiltt I am rough and 
{urly 3 generous and - noble, whilfi I am baſe ard 
| R N pcmurious. 
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ture, aFnacateigitts Thawhich is born of 1 the fleſh 
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" bomreft., +4134. x4 (Mg! what purpoſe hen do 1 lo 


Aſteflotion, ry: in” my natural Accompliſhments? 


pre Net \Thbugh'T have'a 'beftet -nature than 
_ ;fome-ethers have, 'yet its Teurſed 
nature .Rill, "Theſe ſweet Qualities 


2nd exccllent Gifes,”doe only hide, but not kill the 


corruptien of nathre/26T amibut a "rotten Poſt gild- 


- ed. aves; and all my Daties but Hedge-truit, which 


Godtnakes no accdunt bf O cutting thought ! 
that:the uinicarned: ſhall riſe and take Heaven, 
whe with all my excellent Gifts ſhall defcend into 
Hell. Heaven was'not made fot Scholars, as ſuch; 
but for-Believers ; as: one (aid, when chey comfort- 
ed his upon his.Death-bed, chat he. wasa knowing 
Man, : a: Doftor of Dzvinity': O, ſaid -he&f I thall not 


appear before God'as a Dofforg but- as:x Man ;+[ 
. ſhall Gard upon_.a level with the' moſt! Hlizevate in 
the Day cf Judgment; what doth it avail me that 
1 have @ nimble Wir, whillt 4 have nine t6-d0- wy 


{lf good 2 Will my Judge be charm'a' with aRhes< 
torical Tongue ?* Things will not be carried .in that 
World as they are tn this. It: I could with Beren- 
garins diſcourſe de omni ſcibzle, of every thing that is 
knowable 3 or with Solomon unravel Nature, from 
the Cedar to'the Hyſop, what would this advantage 
me, as long, as I am ignorant. of Chriſt; and ' the 
Myttery of Regeneration? My head hath ofren aked 
with Study, ; but when did cay Heart ake+ for Sin ? 
Ncthinks;: Q+ my 'Squl;- thou:trimmeſt up 4hy - ſelf 


in . 


he hexventy ule of eartÞiv: thr 
jn- theſe natural Ornaments to appear before God, 
much as that delicate 4gag did, when he. was to 
come before Samuel, and fondly conceiteft that theſe 
thiogs will procure: favour or (at leaft ) pity from 
him 3 but yet, think not for all thar, the bitterneſs 
of Death is paſt 5 ſay not within thy ſelf, Will 
God caft ſuch a one as I into Hell ?- Shall a Man of 
ſuch Parts be Damned ? Alas ! Juſtice will hew 
thee to pieces, as Samuel did that ſprace King, and 
not abate thee the leaſt, for theſe things 3 many 
Thouſand Branches of Nature, as fair and fruitful 
as thy ſelf, are now blazing in Hell, becauſe not 
tranſplanted by Regeneration into Chriſt ; and if 
he ſpared not them, neither will he ſpare thee. 

2. I am a poor deſpiſed Shrub, 


which have no beauty at all in me, A Reflediion 
for a true, bat 
and yet ſuch a one hath the Lord cho- . axreiiever., 


ſen to tranſplant into Chrift, whillt 
he lefe many fragrant Branches ſtanding on their na- 
tive ftock, to be fuel of his wrath to all Eternity ! 
O Grace! for ever to be admired ! Ah, what cauſe 
have I co be thankful to free Grace, and for ever 
to walk humbly with my God 3 the Lord hath 


therefore choſen an unlikely, rugged , unpolliſhe - 


Creature as I am, that Pride way for ever be hid 
from .mine Eyes, and that I may never glory in his 
preſence, I Cor. 1,29. I now have the advantage 


of a better Root and Soyl than any carnal Perſon 
hath, it will therefore be a greater ſhame to me, 


and a reproach to the Root that bears me, if 1 


' ſhould be our-tiripe ard excelled by them; yet 
\ Lord, how often do I hind ic (3? I fee fome of them. 


meck and patient, whilti 1 am proud and paſſio- 
nate . gentle and affable, wilt I am rough and 
lurly ; generous and noble, whilfi 1 am baſe ard 

| R A 
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Permurious, 


216 + Tusbanary vpirituaiized; Or, 


Penurious. Truly, ſuch a Branch as I am, is.n 
honour to the Root that bears it. ? 


f The POEM. 
+ 1.1 Am a branch of that fair Eden Tree 
| 418 BR ##hbich to- Mankind God bad ordain'd to be 
[| 1130 The common ſtock, bis ſcituation good, 
hls; | His branches many, of bimſelf a Wood. 
[| And like a Cedar by the River fed, _ 


Umno the Clouds bis ample branches ſpread. 
Sin ſmote bis Root, then Juſtice cut him down; 
And level d wh the Earth bis lofty Crown. 
What h:pc of branches when the Tree's 0'return'd ? U} 
14 But ihe dry Faggots to be bound and burn'd. 
FM It had been ſv, bad nat tranſcendent love, . 
me M IWhich in a ſpixar abeve our thoughts doth move, | 
iq Prepar'd a vetter ſtock to ſave and nouriſh 

Tranſplanted Twigs, which in bim thrive and flouriſh. | — 

In Adam all are curs'd, no ſaving Fruit 

Shall ever ſpring from that fin blaſted Root. 

Tex: al: the branches that in him are found, 

How flouriſhing ſoever muſt be boutnd 

Azid pil'd together, borrid news to tell ! 

To make an everli/ting blaze in Hell. 

God rakes no Pleaſrere in tie | ſeweeteſt vud 

Diſclos d by nature. j.r ihe Root's not good, 
Some borghs inadced richly agurned ave 
Withnatural frins, which t11he Eye are fair, 

Rare Gifts, ſwee: Diſp-ſions, which attraGs 

Toe love of thouſands, and from molt exaits 

H nur and Admiration.  Tow'il admire | 
Toa ſach as thiſe are fuel for the Fire. 
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Indeed ten thouſand pities is #9 le - 


Such lovely Creatures in 2his caſe to he. 

Dil they by true Regeneration draw, 

The Sap of Life from Jeſſe's Root, the Law © 
By which they now to wrath condemned are 
Would ceaſe to curſe, and God ſuch Buds would ſpare. 
But out of him there's none of theſe can mve | 
His unrelenting beavrt, or draw his love. 
Then cut me off frow this accurſed Tree, 

Leſt 1 for ever be cut off from thee. 


—_— 


_— 


CHAP IK 
Upon the Union of the Graft with the Stock. 


'When'ere you Bud or Graft, therein you ſee, 
How Chriſt and Souls muſt here united be. 


— 
—__ 


OBSERVATION. 


Hen the Husbandman hath prepared his 
Grafts in the Seaſon of the year, he carries 
them, with the Tools that are necefiary for that 
work, to the Tree or Stock he intends to ingraft, 
and having cut off the top of the Limb, in ſome 


firaight ſmooth part, he cleaves it with his Kaite or 


Chifſel a little betide the pith, knecks in his Wedge 
to keep it open, then ( havirg prepared the Graff, 
he carefully ſets it into the clett, joining the inner 
lide of the Barks, of Graff or Stock together ( there 
bcing the main current of the Sap) then pulls out. 

EE EP his 
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his wedge, binds 
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bothtogether ( as in Barking) 
and Clays it up, to:defend the tender Graff and 
wounded Stock from the/ injuries of the Sun and hind 
Rain. 

Theſe tender Ciences quickly take hold of the 8 *2* 
Stock, and having immediate Coalition with it, | +: 
drinks in its Sap, concod it into their . own noy- by 
riſhment, thrive better, and baar more and betta il * > 
Fruits than ever they would have done upon their GIF 
natural Root ; yez, the ſmalleſt Bud, being care X 
fully inocculated and bound cloſe to the Stock, will bs 
in ſhort time become a flouriſhing and fruitful a 
Limb. ” 


APPLICATION. 3 


_— carries a moſt ſweet and lively reſemblance Iyc | 
. of the Souls Union with Chriſt by Faith; || *"* 
and indeed there is nothing in nature that ſhadows 
forth this great Goſpe|-myltery like it: *Tis a thou- : 
{and pities that any who are imployed about, or 


are but SpeQators of fuch an ation, ſhould termi* ab 
nate their thoughts ( as too many do) in that na- 2ah 


tural obje&, and not raiſe up their Hearts to theſe 
Heavenly Meditations, which it ſo fairly offers Gra 


_ them. bc 
| 1. When a Twig is tobe ivgraftcd, or a Bud in- = 


occulated,” it's firſt cut off by a keen Knife from the 
Tree on which it naturally grew. ; 


And when the Lord intends to graft a Soul into or. 
Chrift, che firſt work about it is cutting work, As FA 
-2, 37. their Hearts wese cut by Convidion and = 
deep CompunRionz no Cyence is ingrafted with- rk 
out cutting, no Soul united with Chritt without 2 me 
cutting {enle of fin and miſery, Zobn 16, 8 9. n, 


2. When | 


The heavenly uſe of earghly things. 219 

2. When the: tender ſhobt is cut off from the 
Tree, there are ( ordinarily ) many more left be- 
hind upon the ſame Tree, as promilting and vigo- 
rous as that which is taken 5 but it pleaſcth the 
Husbandman to chufe this, and leave them. 

Even fo it is in the removing or tranſplanting of 
a Soul by Converfion, it leaves many behind it in 
the ſiate of Nature, as likely and promiſing as it 
ſelf ; but fo it pleaſeth God to take this Soul, and 
leave many others3 yea, often ſuch as grew upon 


' the ſame Root; I mean, the imwpediace Parent, 


Mal. 1. 2. Was not Eſau Jacob's brother ( ſaith the 
Lord ) yet I loved Jacob, and T hated Eſau. 

3. When the Grafts are cut off, in order to this 
work, *tis a Critical Seaſon with them if they 
lye too long before they are ingraffed, or takenot 
with the ſtock, they dic, and arc never more to be 
recovered 3 they may fiand in the ftock a while, but 
arc no part of the Tree. 

So when Souls are under a work of Convicion, 
it is a Critical time with them 5 many a one have I 
known then to miſcarry, and never recovered a» 
pain 3 they have indeed for a time ſtood like dead 


Graffs in the flock, by an external dead-hearted 


Profeſſion, but never came to any thing 3 and as 
ſuch dead Grafls, either fall off from the ftock, or 
moulder away upon it, fo do theſe, x Fobn 2. 19. 
4. The Husbandman when he hath cut off Grafts 
or tender Buds, makes all the convenient (peed he 
can to cloſe them with the ſtock 3 the ſooner that's 


done, the better; they get no good by remaining! 
a5 they are, And truly it concerns the Servants of 
the Lord, who are imployed in this work of in- 
ingraffing Souls jnto Chriſt, to make all che haſte 
they can, to bring the convicted Sinner to a c_ 
ES Wit 
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with Chriſt. As ſoonas ever the lon Jaylor 
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cried out, What ſhall I do to be ſaved ? Paul and S;- 


Iz immediately dire& him to Chriſt, Ads 16. 3o, 
31. They do not fay, it's too foor for thee toad 
Faith on Chriſt, thou art not yet humbled enough, 
but believe in the Lord Feſws Chat, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved. 

5. There muſt be an inciſion made in the ſtock 
before any Bud can be inocculated, or the ſtock muſt 
be cut and cleaved, before the Cyence can be ingraf- 
fed according to that in the Poet, Venerit inſiio, fac 
ramum ramus adoptet. ( i. &.) 


To Graffs no l;ving Sap the ſocks impart, 
Unleſs you wound end cut them near the Heart. 


Suachan Incifion or Wound was made upon Chrift 
in order to our ingraffing into him, Fobn 19. 34- 
the opening of that deadly Wound gives Life to 
the Souls of Believers, 

6. The Graff is intimately united, and cloſely 
conJ2yned with the ſtock, the conjunRion is ſo 
clMic that they become one Tree. 

T+ere j« alſo a moſt cloſe and intimate vnion be- 
twizt Chriſt 51:d the Soul that believeth in him. Tt 
is emyolatically exprefled by the Apoſile, 1 Cor. 6. 
17. H- that is joined 19 the Lord, is one Spirit, The 
vid tmports the neareſt, cloſet and fixickett union. 
Chrift and che Sou! cleave together in a bleſſed one- 
piſs, as thole things do that are glued one to ano- 
ther 3 fo that, look as the Graff is really in the 
ffock, and the Spirit or Sap of th ſtock is really 
1 the Graff, fo a Believer is really ( though mytii- 
caliy ) in Chriſt 3 and the Spirit of Chrjft is really 


evnmunicued to a Bcliever. I live, ith Paul he 
oj 


= 


Fri 
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wot T, but Chrift liveth in me, Gal. 2. 20. He that 


dwelleth in love, dwellah in God, and God in him, 


1 Fobn 4.16. - 

7. Graffs are bound to the ſtock by Ronds made 
of Hay or Flags3 theſe keep ir tieddy, elfe the 
Wind would loſe it out of the ſtock. 

The believing Soul is alfo fatiened ro Chritt, by 


| Bands which will ſecure it from all danger of being 
| boſed off from him any more. 


There are two 
Bonds of this Union; the Spirit on God's part, 
this is the firm Bund of Union, without which we 


could never be made one with Chriſt, Rom. 8. 9. If 


any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of hu z 
and Faith on our part, Eph. 3.17. That Chriſt may 
dwell in your hearts by Faith, Theſe hold {irovg- 
ly. 
8. Thovgh the ſtock be one and the ſame, yet 
all Graffs do not thrive and flouriſh alike in it, ſome 
out-grow the refit 3 and thoſe that grow not ſo well 
as the others do, the fault isin them, and not in the 
ſiock : So it is with Souls really united to Chritt 
all do not flouriſh alike in him, the Faith of fome 
grows exceedingly, 2 Theſ. 1. 3. the things that 
be in others are ready to die, Rev. 3. 2. and fuch 
Souls mutt charge the fault upon themſelves. Chri/t 
ſends up living Sap enough, not only to make all 
that are in him living, bur fruicful Branches. 


REFLECTIONS. 
I. Is it (6 indeed betwixe Chriſt 


and my Soul, as it is betwixt the Four Comfor- 
ivgraffed Cyence and the Stock 2? —_—— 
What Honour and Glory then hath ns. 
Chriſt conferxed upon me, a poor 

| R'4 unworthy 
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ii MHumandry Opiritualized ; 
unworthy Creature? What ! to be made one with 


Dr, 


him, to be a living Branch of him, co be joined 


thus ro th: Lord, Oh ! what a preferment is this; 


Ic is but a liccle while fince I was a wild and curſed 
Plant, growing in the Wilderneſs amongſt them 


that ſhall ſhortly be cat down and faggoted up for 


Hell, for me to be taken from amongſt them, and 
planted into Chriſt, O my Soul ! fall down and 
-kifs the Feet cf Free Grace, that moved fo freely 
rowards ſo vile a Creature : The Dignities and Ho- 
nours of the Kings and Nobles of the Earth, are 
nothing to mine 3 *twas truly confeſſed by one of 
them, thatic is a greater Honour to be a Member 
of Chritt, than the Head of an Empire, Dol ſay, 
a greater Honour than is- put upon the Kings of 
the Earth ? 1 might have ſaid, it's a greater Honour 
than is -put upon the Angels of Heaven ; for to 
which of (hem faid Chriſt at any time, thou art 
Bone of my Bone, and Fleſh of my Fle(h ? Behold! 
what manner of love is tha) 1 John 3. 1. 

2, Look again upon the ingraffed Cyences, O 
my Soul ! and thou thalt find, that when once they 
have taken hold -of the ſtock, they live as long as 
there is any Sapin the Root and becauſe he liveth, 
| ſhall live alſo, for my Life is hid with Chriſt in 
God, Col. 3. 3: The Graft is preſerved in the 
ſtock, and my Sbul 1s even fo preſerved in Chriſt Fe- 
ſas, Tude | 
3. Am Ilyjnined to the Lord as a Myſtical part or 
branch of him ? How dear art thou then, O my 
Soul, to the God and Father of my Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt / What! a branch of his dear Son ! What 
cen God with-hold from one fo ingratiated ? Eph. 
F+ 6. Ail #4 yours (laith my God) for ye are Chriſts, 
and Chrift is Gods, 1 Cor, 3.23. h 


4 Qocg 


4. Once more, draw miatter of Inſtruction, as . 
well as Comfort from this {weet Obſervation. See+ 
ing God hath put all this Honour upon thee, by 
r{ed this moſt intimate Union with his Chriti, look to 
em it ( my Soul ) that thou live and walk as becomes - 
for a Soul, thus one with the Lord 3 be thou tender 
and over his Glory 3 doth not that which firikes at the 
and B Root, firike at the very Life of the Graff ? And 
ccly {hall not that which firikes at the very Glory of 
Ho-| Chriſt, tenderly touch and affe& thee 2 Yea, be 
areſſl thou tenderly affe&ed with all the Repreaches that 
: off fall upon him from abroad, but eſpecially with 
ber fl thoſe which redound to him from thine own un- 
ſay, fruitfulneſs. O, diſgrace not the Root that bears 
$ off thee; let it never be ſaid, that any evil Fruit ſhall 
our be found upon a Branch that lives and is fed by ſuch 
. toll a Root. 


———— 


hey The POE M. 


ethy H what conſidering ſerious Man can ſee 
() The cloſe conjun&ion of the Graff and Tree ; 
the W - And whilſt he contemplates, he dath not find 


Fe- This Meditation graffed on his mind # 


or 8 IT am the Branch, and Chrift the Vine, 
my Thy gracious hand did pluck 

tus i Me from that native ſtock of mine, 

hat. That T his Sap might ſuck. 
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The 28 a Bw did in bis thor 
A deep Incifion make, 

That Grace to me be might impart, 
And T thereof partake. 


The Spirit and Faith is that firm band 
Which binds us faſt together, 
Thus weare claſped le, in band, 


And nothing us can ſever. 


Bleſs d be that band which did remove 
Me from my native place, 

This was the wonder of thy lowe, 
The triumpb of thy Grace. 


That I a wild and curſed Plant 
' Should thus preferred be, | 
Who all thoſe Ornaments do want, 
Thou maiſt in others ſee. 


As long as erethe Root doth live, 
The Branches are not dry 


Whilſt Chrift hath Grace and Life to give, 


My Soul can never die. 


O bleſſed Saviour ! never could 
A Graff cleave to the Tree, 
More cloſe than thy poor creature would 


&united be with thee. 


My Sol, diſhononr not thy Root, 

\ *Twill bea ſhame for thee, 

To want the choiceſt ſorts of Fruit, 
And yet thus graffed be. 


Or, © 


th 


"oh; 4 544 "_ .a* aus. | 


Thus you may ſhake from Graffs before they ; - 
More precious Fruit than &re on Trees did grow. 


—C— __w_ 
———— — — 


—__————— 


CHAP. II]. 
Upon the gatheriog in of Fruits in Autuma, 


Il hen Trees are ſhak'd but little Fruit remains, 
Fult ſuch a remnant to the Lord pertains. 


com, 


ww 


OBSERVATION. 


T is a pleaſant fight in Autumn to ſee the fruitful 
Branches hanging full of Cluſters, which weigh 
the Boughs to the ground. ; 


Aſpice curvatos pomoruam pondere ramosy 
Ut ſua quod peperit vix ferat arbor onus. 


Which I may thus Engliſh 3 


O what a pleaſant ſight it is to ſee, 
The fruitful Clujters bowing down the Treg, 


But theſe laden Branches are ſoon eaſed of their 
burden, for as ſoon as they are ripe, the Husband- 
man aſcends the Tree, ans ſhaking the Limbs with 
all his might, cauſcs a fruitful ſhower to fall like 
Hailliones upon the ground below, which being ga- 
ther'd toa heap, are carried to the Pound, broken 
all.to pigces in a Trough, and ſ{quecz'd to a dry 


"M4 
. 
I | ' 
b "| 
[ 
. j 
' 


- Wn 


- a m———_y 
—_— _ a 
—__ ys - — 
a 
4 d-4 nin eb, Be -- 
X "4 + 
Norv. 


_ PREnn—_— EN LD” IE Ro eat 


pb 9 4 S_—_ 
—_ ot be + 
>. _— > © 


\ 


226 Husbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 

lump in the Preſs, whence all their juice and moi- 
fture runs into the Fat. How few eſcape this Far, 
of all thoſe multitudes that grew in the Orchard ? 
If you now look upon'the Trees, you may poſſibly 
fee here one, and there another, two or three vpon 
the utmoſt Branches, but nothing in compariſon to 
the vaſt numbers that are thus uſed. 


APPLICA TION. 


His {mall remains of Fruit, which are either 

R left upon the Tree, or gather'd in for an 
hoard, do well reſemble that fmall number of God's 
EleQ in the World; which Free Grace hath reſerv- 


- £d out of the general ruin of Mankind, Four things - 


are cxcellently ſhadowed forth to us by this f{imi- 
litude, 

1. You fee in a fruitful Autumn, the Trees even 
oppreft and over-laden with the weight of their 
own Fruits before the ſhaking time come, and then 
they are eaſed of their burden. Thus, the whole 
Creation groans under the weight of their fins who 
inhabit it, Rom. $, 22. the Creatures are in Bon- 
dage, and by an Elegant Proſo3oþtia, are faid, both 
to groan and wait for deliverance, The Original 
Sin of Man brought an Original Curſe, which bur- 
dens the Creature, Gen. 3. 17. Curſed is the ground 
for thy ſake 3 and the Actual Sin of Man brings Aque 
al Curſes upon the Creature, Pſz/. 107. 34. Thus 
the Inhabitants of the World load and burden it, as 
the Limbs of a Tree are burdened, and fometimes 
broker with the weight of their own Fruit. 

' 2, You may obſerve it in your Orchards every 
year, what abundance of Fruits daily fall, cither 
by Storms, or of their own accord ; but when the 


ſhaking 


1C 


. / lidi nt oP Lf eart 3, Tor. : Fg 227 
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ſhaking time comes, then the ground is covered all. 
over with Fruit, Thus it is with the World, thare 
MyRiical Tree, with reſpe& to Men that inhable it 3 
there is not a year, day or hour, in which ſome 
drop not, as it were, of their own accord by a na- 
tural death ;- and ſometimes Wars, and Epidemical 
Plagues blow down thouſands together into their 
Graves 3 theſe are as high Winds in a fruitful Or- 
chard, but when the ſhaking time, the Autumn of 
the World comes, then all its Inhabitants ſhall be 
ſhaken down together, either by Death, or a Tran- 


| lation equivolent thereunto. 


3. When Fruits are ſhaken down from their 
Trees, then the Husbandman ſeparates them ; the 
far greatcſ part for the Pound, and ſome few he 
reſerves for an hoard, which are brought to his Ta- 
ble, and caten with pleaſure. This excellently 
ſhadows forth that great ſeparation, which Chriſt 
will make in the end of the World, when ſome 
ſhall be caſt into the Wine-preſs of the Almightics 
wrath, and others preſerved for Glory. 

4. Thoſe Fruits which are preſerved on the Tree; 
or in the hoard, are comparatively but an handfut 
to thoſe that are broken in 'the Pound. Alas ! *cis 


ſcarce one of a thouſand, and ſuch a ſmall. rem- 


nant of Ele&ed Souls hath God referved fof 
Glory. ; | 

I look upon the World as a great Tree, coofiſt- 
ing of four large Limbs or Branches ; this Branch: 
or Divifion of it on which we grow, hath doubtleſs 
a greater number of God's Elc& upon it, than the 
other three 3 and yet when I look with a ſerious 


, and* cogfidering Eye upon this fruitful European 


Branch, and fee how much rotten and withered 
Fruit there grows upon it, it makes me ſay as Chry» 
- fotos 


wr an. 
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ſoftem did of his populous 4ntizch. Ab, how ſmall 
a remnant hath Feſies Chrijt among theſe vaſt num- 


bers ! Many indeed are called, but, ah, how few | 


are choſcn ! Mat. 20. 16; Alas! they are but as 
the glegvings when the Vintage is done 3 here and 
there one upon its outmoſt Branches, To alludeto 
that, 1/2. 17.5. It was a ſad Obſervation which 


that ſearching Scholar ( Mr. Brierwood ). long fince_ 


made upon the World, that dividing it into thirty 
equal parts, he found no leſs than nineteen of them 
wholly overfpread with Idolatry and Heatheniſh 


| darkneſs ; and of the cleven remaining parts, no 


leſs than tix are Mahometans 3 fo that there remain 
but five cf thirty, 'which profeſs the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion at large ; and the far greater part of theſe 
remaining five,. are invellop'd and drowned in Po- 
piſh darkneſs; fo that you ſee the Reformed Pro- 
zeftant Religion is contined to a ſmall ſpot of ground 


Indeed. Now, if from theſe we (ubltract all the 


groſly ignorant, openly profane, meerly civil, and 
ſecretly hypocritical 3 judge then in your ſelves, 


how ſrmal) a ſcantling of the World falls to Chriſt's 


ſhare ! 
W:<ll might Chriſt ſay, dat. 7. 14. Narrow is 


the way, and ſtrait is the gate, that leadeth unto life, 


and few there be that find it, And again, Luke 12. 
32. Fear not , little , littie flick The large plece 
g0cs tO the Devil, a liftic remnant is Chritt's, Row. 
$. 27. Saints in Scripture are called Jewels, Mal, 
3. 17. Pitcious Pearls and Diamor.ds, which the 
Latines call Vniones, #12 nalli duo ſimul repertten- 
tr ( faith Pliny ) becaulc nature gives them not 
by pairs. bur cne by one. How many Poles to 


one Peazl 2 Suitable to this noijon, is £tyit com- 


plaint of the Prophet, Mic, 7e I, 2» Wy # me, for I 
: am 


be heaventy uſe of earthly things. 2.29 


am as when they have gathered the Summer Fruits, as . 


the Grape glearfhgs of the Vintage, there is no cluſter to 
eat 3 my Soul deſired the firſt ripe fruits z the good 

man is periſhed out of the earth, and there is none (i. e, 
none comparatively ) upright among men. The Pro- 


phet alludes to a poor hungry Man, that after the 


athering time is paſt, comes into an- Orchard de- 
tiring ſome choice Fruits to cat, but alas ! he tinds 
none 3 there is no. Clufter ; pothbly here and there 
a fingle Saint, like a fingle Apple, here and there 
one after the ſhaking time. *' True Saints are the 


World's Rarities. 


REFLECTIONS, 


I. What then will be my Lot, 
A RefleRion 


when that great ſhaking time (hall 

come, who have followed the multi» _—_ -_ 
tude, and gone with the Tyde of the c—_ of 
World ? How even when I have been che multitude. 


prefſed to lirineſs and ſingular dil 

gence in the matters of Salvation, and told what a 
marrow way the way of Life is, have I put it off 
with this ; if it be ſo, then wo to Thouſands, Ah, 


8 fooliſh Heart / Thouſands and ten Thouſands ſhall. 


be woful and miſerable indeed to all Eternity. Will 
it be avy mitigation to my Miſery, that I (hall have 
Thouſands of miſerable Companions with me in 
Hell? Orwill it be-admitted for a good plca at the 
Judgment- feat, Lord, 1did as the generality of my 
Neighbours in the World did 3 except it were here 
and there a more preciſe Perſon, I faw none, but 
lived as I lived. Ah, fooliſh Sinner ! Is itnot bet- 
ter go to Heaven alone, than to Hell with Com- 
pany 2 The worſi Courſes, have always the moſt _. 
| Imt- ' 
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_ "Imitators, and the Road to Deſtruction is throng: 


ed with Paſſengers. . | 
2. And how little better is my con- 
1g” dition 2 Who have often fathered the 
r an Abuſer , | 

of Mercy. wickedneſs of my oven Heart, upon 

the Incouragements of Mercy, Thus 
hath my Heart pleaded againſt Striftneſs and Duty, 
God is a merciful God, and will not be fo ſevere 
with the World to Damn ſo many Thouſands as 


' are in my condition; deluded Soul, if God had 


DamnedJ the whole Race of Adam, he had done 
them no wrong 3 yea, there is more Mercy in fav- 
ing but one Man, than there is of ſeverity and ri. 
gour in Damning all: How many Drunkards and 


Adulterers have lived and dyed with thy plea in 
their Mouths? God is a merciful God; but yet his 


Word expreſly ſaith, Be not deceived, ſuch ſhall not 
znberit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9. God in- 
deed, is 2 Gd of Intinite Mercy 3 but he will ne- 
yer exerciſe his Mercy to the prejudice of his 
Truth. 


A RefleRion 
for an Ele& 
Soul. 


3. O, what rich Grace is | here ! 
That in a general Shipwrack Mercy 
ſ10uld caft forth a Line or Plank to 
| fave me! That when Millions periſh, 
I with a few more (houid eſcape that pcrdition, 
Was it the Father; good picature to bettow . the 
Kingdom up2n a hitle Flock, and to-make me one 
of that number 2 What ſingular Obligations hath 
Mercy put apor my Scul ! Tne fewer are {aved, the 
more cauie have they that are, to admire their Sa- 
viour! It zur ont of a Thouſand had been Damn 
ed, yet my Salvation would have been an att of 
infinite Grace 3 but when ſcarce one of a Tnuuiand 
: arc 
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are ſaved, what ſhall call that: Grace, chat caſt + | 


my Lot among them: : -0 
IN- —_ | ! 
the  — — ot aa nina 
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ty, 
6. E that with ſpirttual Eyes in Autumn ſees 
as The heaps of Fruit which fall from ſhaken Trees, 


ad £ Likeftorms of Hail-Fones 3 and can bardly find ' 
ne | One of athouſand that remains behind. 
av- | Methinks this Meditation ſhould awake 
ri- & Hs Soul, and make it like thoſe Trees to ſhake. 
nd | Of all the Cluſters which ſo lately grew 

in Y Upon theſe Trees, how few can they now ſhew ? 
his Y Here one, and there another ; two or three 
not | Upon the outmoſt branches of a Tree. 
in- | The greateſt numbers to the Pound are born, 
ne- | Squeez'd in the Trough, and all to pieces torn : 
his | This lattle bandful's left to ſhadow forth 

To me God's remnant in this peopI'd Earth. 

re: | If ore the whole Terreſtrial Globe IT look, 
rcy || The Goſpel viſits but alittle nook. 
.to | The reft with horrid darkneſs overſpread, 
iſh, Y Are faſt aſleep, yea, in tranſgreſſions dead. 
on, | Whole droves to Hell the Devi! daily drives; 
the | Not one amongſt them once reſiſts or (trives. 
one | And in this litth Heaven-inlightned ſpot, - 
ath Y How vaſt an intereſt bath Satan got ? 
the | But few of Holineſs Profeſſion make, 
Sa- | And if from thoſe that do profeſs I take 
nn- | The ſelf deluding Hypocrites, 1 fear 

of | To think bow few remain that are ſincere. 
0 tax not mercy that it ſaves ſo fer, 


bY; rather wonder that the Lord ſhould ſhew 
r | : N 
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{lH Mercy to any ; quarrel not. with grace, | 
SF But for thy ſelf Gods gracious terms embrace. . 
Wo q IF hen all were Shipwrackt, thou ſhouldft wonder more 
1 | | To find thy ſelf ſo*ftrangely caft aſhore, 
(1 1 WARE And there 10 meet with any that can tell 
1h! | How narrowly thty'alfo ſcaped from hell. 
il I The ſmaller numbers mercy ſaves, the higher 
114% | Tngagements lye on thee ſtill to admire. : | 
1018 Had the whole (ſpecies periſh'd in their fin, | an 
nh g And not one individual ſaved been 5 
WE] | * Yet every tongue before bim muit be mute, 
RT Confeſs bis righteouſneſs 3 but not diſpute: Ti 
11 1 .Wt? | Or ha1 the band of mercy which is free / 
SOT! 181! Taken another, and paſſed cver me ; 
as; T fill mt juſtifie bim, and my tongue ba 
WY tf Confeſs my maker had done me no wrong. be 
i oy But if my name he pleaſe to let me ſee bri 
by EnrolPd among thoſe few that ſaved be, fro 
bi. What admiration ſhould ſuch mercy move! the 
L hiv | "bas thanks, an1 praiſe, and everlaſting love. = 
4 Jeu ! W 
| 1. [ wil 
iy | ſelf 
g Ik f leſs 
| up 
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this three years I came ſeeking fi uit on this fu,-iree, 4 


#4474 &| 


' CHAP. IV. 
Upon the Cutting down of Dead Trees. 


Dead barren Trees you for the Fire prepare, 
In ſuch a Caſe all fruitleſs Perſons are. 


OBSERVATION. 


Au many years patience, in the uſe of all 


means to recover a Fruit-tree, if the Hul- 
bandman fee it be quite dead, and that there can 
be no more expectation of any Fruit from it, he 
brings his Ax and hews it down by the Root 3 and 
from che Orchard it's carried to the Fire, ic being 
then fit for nothing, elſe; he reckons it impru- 
dent to let ſuch a uſeleſs Tree abide in good ground 
where another might he planted io its room that 
will better pay for the gronnd it Rands in. I my 
{elf once ſaw once a large O:chard of fair but fruit- 


eſs Trees, all rooted up, rivcd abroad, and 1icked. 


up for the Fire. 
APPLICATION. 
9” Hos deals the Lord by uſcleſs and barren Pro- 


L feſſ>rs, who do but cumber his ground, Mar. . 
3. IO, And now alſo the Ax ts laid to the root of 
the trees , therefore every tree that brings not forth good 


fruit, is hewn down and caſt into the fie. And Luke 
13. 7. Then ſaid the dreſſer of the vineyard, Behala, 


S 2 kt 
wb \ » 


234 . Husbant ry Spiritng red; Or, © 
nd none ; cut it down, | why cumbereth it the ground? 
Theſe three years, alluding to the time of his Mi. 
niftry, he being at that time entring upon his laſt 
| half year , as one obſerves, by harmonizing the 
Evangeliſis ; ſo long he had waited for the Fruit of 
his Miniſtry among thoſe dead-hearted Fews; now 
his patience is even at an end, cut them down 
( ſaith he ) why cumber they the ground ? I will 
plant others, ( viz. the Gentiles) in their room. 
This hewing down of .the barren Tree doth in a 
lively manner ſhadow forth God's Judicial Pro- 
ceedivgs 2gainli forinal and empty Profeſſors under 
the Goſpel ; and the .reſemblance' clearly holds in 
_ thcſe following Particulars. 2 
I. The Tree that is to be hewn down for the 
Fire, ſtands in the Orchard among other floutiſh- 
ing Trees, where it hath cnjoyed the benefit of a 
good Soyl, a firong Fence, and much Culture ; 
but being barren, theſe priviledges ſecure it not 
from the Fire. Jr is not our fianding in the viſible 
Church, by a powe'leſs Profethon among real Saints 


with whom we have been affociated, and enjoyed || 


the rich and exccllcnt watcrings of Ordinances that 
can ſecure vs from the wrath of God, Mat. 3. S, g. 
- Bring forth fruits ngeet for repentanee, and think nor to 
ſay within your (elves, we have Abraham 20 ozr father, 
Neither Abraham, nor Abraham's God, will ac- 
knowtkdge (ach degenerate Children ; it Abrabam's 
Faith be not in your Hearts, it will be no advantage 
that Abrabam's Blood runs in your Veins. Twill be 
a poor plea for Juds, when he {hall Rand before 
Chrift in Judgmem, co fay, Lord, T was one of 
thy Family, | Picached for thee, I did cat and 
driok in thy prefence., Let theſe Scriptures be con- 
Whted, Mat. 7, 22. Mat. 25- 11, 12, Rom. 2. 17 

#25. mm 2. Thc 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 2.35 

2. The Husbandman doth not preſently cut down 
the Tree, becauſe it puts not forth as ſoor: as other 
Trees do, but waits as long as there is any hope, | 
and then cuts it down, Thus doth God wait upon 
barren dead-hearted' Perfors, from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath, and from Yearto Year 3 for the Lord is long- 
ſuffering to us-ward , and not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but all come to Repentance, 2 Petr. 
3. 9. Thus the long-(ufftcring of God waited in 
the days of Nozh upon thoſe dry Trees, who are 
now {moaking and flaming in Hell, 1 Per. 3. 20. 


He waits long on Sinxers, but keeps exa&4 accounts - 


of every year and day of his patience, Lake 13. 7. 
Theſe three years. And Fer. 25. 3. Theſe twenty | 
three years. 5 
3. When the time is come to cut it down, the. 
dead Tree cannot poſhbly reſiſt the Rroke of the Ax, 
but receives the blow, ard falls befoxe ir. No more 
can the ftouteſt Sinner relift the fatal ſiroke ofdeath, 
by which the Lord hews him down, Eeccleſ. 8. 8. 
There is no'mau that hath power over the Spirit, to re- 


tain the Spirit ; neither hath be power in the day of 


death, and there is no diſcharge in that war. When 
the pale Horſe comes, away you muſt into the Land 
o? Darkneſs: Though thou cry with Adrian, O my 
poor Soul, whither art thou going ! Die thou muff, 
thou barren Profeſſor; though it were better for 
thee to do any thing clſe than to die, What a ' 
dreadful ſcreech will thy Cenſcicnce give, when It. 
ſees the Ax at thy Root / And ſay to thee, as it is, 
Ezek. 7. 6. An end is come, the end is come; it 
watcheth for thee, behold it s came. O, ſaid Henry 
Beauford, ( that rich and wretched Cardinal, Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter, and Chancclloxr of England, 
when he perceived wherero he muti ) wherefore 
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muſt I die ? If the whole Realm would fave my 
Life, 1 am able either by Policy to get it, or by 
Riches to buy it. Fye ( quoth he ) will not Death 
be hired ? Will Riches do nothing ? No, neither || «1 
Riches nor Policy can then avail. 7 

4. That fide tro which the Tree leaned moſt a! 
while it flood, that way it will fall when it is cut | 
down 3 and as it falls (o it lyes, whether to the 
South or North, Eccleſ. 11.3. So it fares with | le 

| theſe Myſtical Trees, I mean fruitleſs Profeſſors. || - 

Had their Hearts aud Aﬀe&ions inclined and bend- | p1 
ed Heaven-ward whilft they lived, that way no || (hb 
doubt they had fallen at their death; but as their Þ w 
Hearts inclined to fin, and ever bended to the fÞ mt 
World, fo when God gives the fatal ſtroke, they | th 
muſt fall Hell-ward and Wrath-wardz and how || is 
dreadful will ſuch a fall be ? 

5. When the dead Tree is carricd out of the Or- | 10 
chard, it ſhall never be among the living Trees of | of 
the Orchard any more; many years it grew among | bo 
ther, but now it ſhall never have a place there a- || at 
gain. And when the barren Profeſſor is carried | (li: 
out of the World by death, he ſhall never be affo- | te 
ciated with the Saints ary more. He may then ſay, # i 
Farewel all ye Saints among whom 1 lived, and | Þir 
with whom I ſo often heard, faſted, prayed. 1 | he 
ſhall never ſee your Faces more, Mat. 8. 11, 12. 1 
ſay unto you, that many ſhall come from the Eaſt, and | Ti 
Weſt, and North, and South, and (hall fit down withÞ 15 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, in the kingdom of Heaven; and 
but the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt forth into Þ the 
outer darkneſs, there. ſhall be weeping, and wailing, | the 
end gnaſhing of Teeth. 


6. When 
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' +6, When the dead Tree is carried out of the. Or- 


chard, the Husbandman cuts off his Branches, ' and 
rives him aſunder with his Wedges. This alfo is 
the Lot of barren Profeſſors. The Lord of that Ser= 
vant will come in a day wyen be looketh not for him, 
aud will cut him aſunder ; he ſhall be diſſected, os 
cut abroad, Luke 12. 46. 

Now therefore Eonlider this, ye that forget God, 
left] tear (or rend ) you in pieces, P/al. 50. 22, 


' O direful day | when the ſame hand which planted, 


pruned, and watered thee fo long, and fo tenderly, 


(hall now ſtrike Mortal ſixokes at thee, and that 


without pity : For he that made them will not have © 
mercy on them, and he that formed them will ſhew 
them no favour, Ia. 27.11. For the day of Mercy 
is over, and the day of his Wrath is fully come. 

7. When this Tree is cleav'd abroad, then it's 


| rotten, hollow inſide appears, which was the cauſe 


of its barrepneſs; it looked like a fair and found- 
bodied Tree, but now all may fee how rotten it is 
at the heart: So will God in that day, when he 
ſhall difſe& the barrey Profeſſor, diſcover the rot- 
tenneſs of his Heart, and unſoundneſs of his Prin- 
ciples and- Ends; then they who never ſuſpeRed 
him before, ſhall ſee what a hollow and rotten- 
hearted Profeſlor he was. 

8. Lattly, The fruitleſs Tree is caft into the Fire. 
This alſo is the end and fad ifſue of formality, Fobn 
15.6, He-#u caſt forth as a branch, and 4 withered, 
and men gather them and caſt them into the fire, and 
they are burned, This is an undoubted truth, . that 
there is no Plant in God's Vineyard, but he will 
have glory from it by beariog Fruit, or glory on 
it by burnirg in the Fire. In this Fire (hall they - 
lye gnaſhing their teeth, Luke 13. 38. and that both 
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io indignation againſt the Saints, whom they ſhall 


ſee in glory, and againſt Jeſus Chriſt, who would ' 


not fave them; and againti themſelves, for loſing 


fo fooliſhly the opportunities of Salvation. Do 


ou behold when you fit by the Fire, the froth that 
ls _ of thoſe flaming Logs ? O think of that 
foam and rage of theſe undone Creatures, foaming 
and gnaſhing their Teeth in thaf Fire which is.not 
quenched, Mark 9: 44+ 


REFLECTION. 


| How often have I paſſed by fuch 

- Mo barren Trees with. a more barren 

Hypocrite. heart ? As little thinking ſuch a Trec 

; to be the Emblem of my ſelf, as Ne- 
buchadnezzar did,” when he ſaw that Tree in a 
Dream: which repreſented himſelf, and ſhadowed 
forth to him his enſuing Miſery, Dan. 4. 13. But, 
Oh my Conſcience ! my drouzy, ſleepy Conſcience! 
wert thou but tender and faithful ro me, thou 
wouldft make 2s round and terrible an Application 
of ſuch a Spectacle to me as the faithful Prophet did 
to him, v. 22, And thus wouldft thou, O my 
Soul, bemoan thy condition ! 

Poor wretch, here I grow for a little time, a- 
mong the Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Plants of 
Renown ; but I am none of them, I was nevcr 
_ a right Seed 3 ſome green and flouriſhing 
| Leaves of Profcfiion indeed I have, which deceive 
others, but God cannot be deceived 3 he fees I am 
fruitleſs and rotren at the heart. Poor Soul, what 
will thine crd be but burning ! Behold, the Ax 
goth by thy Root, and wonder it is, that there jt 
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ſhould Iyc {0 long, and I yet landing ! ill Mercy! 
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year longer. Alas ! he need firike nogreat blow to 

ruin me, his very Breath blows to defiruQtion, Fob 
4. 9. Afrown of his Face can blaſt and ruin me, 

Pſal. 80. 6, He is daily follicited by his Juſtice to 

hew me down, and y@ I fland. Lord, cure my 

Barrenneſsz I know thou had rather fee Fruit than 

Fire upon me. | 
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F after pains and patience you can ſee 
No hopes of Fruit, down goes. the barren Tree. 

low will not ſuffer Trees that are unſound, 

And barren too, to cumber uſeful ground. 

The fatal Ax is laid unto the root, 

It's fit for fire, when unfit for fruit. 
But though this be a dead and barren Tree, 

Reader, 1 would not have it ſo to thee. 

May it to thee this ſerions thought ſuggeſt, 
In all the Orchard this dead Tree's the beff. 
Think on it ſadly, layit cloſe to beart, 
This is the caſe in which thou waſt, or art. 
If ſo thou waſt, bat now doft live and grow, Y 
And bring forth fruit, what praiſe and thanks Ns 
To that wiſe Hurbandman that made thee ſo! (owe), 
O think, when Fuftice lifted up its hand, | 
How mercy did then interceding ſtand ' 
How pity did on thy behalf appear, 
Tobeg reprieval for another year. 

Stop Lord, forbear him, all bope 4s not paſt, 


He can bu be for fire at the laſt, | 
$; Though 


—— 


pleads for a fruitleſs Creature z Lord, ſparc it one 
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Though many Sermons, many a gracious call 
\ Hethath refifted like a brazen Wall. 
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The next may win bim, then thy Grace ſhall raiſe 
Unto it ſelf a Monument of praiſe. 

How ſhould this Meditation thaw and melt 

The heart of him that hathyſuch mercy felt. 

But if thou ſtill remain a barren Tree, 

Then bere as in a mirrour thou maiſt ſee | ] 
Thy wretched ſtate, when Fuſtice at a blow, x 
Requites God's patience in thine gverthrow. 

And canſt thou bear it 2 can thy beart indure 

To think of everlaſting burnings ? ſure 

This muſt thy lot, tby fearful partion be, 

IfThou continne ſtill a barren Tree. 
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INTRODUCTION 
TO THE 
THIRD PART 
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 Husbandzy; 


OW from the pleaſant Orchard let us walk 
A turn ith' Fields, end there converſe and talk 
Wh Cows and Horſes, they can teach us ſome 
Choice Leſſons, though irrational and dumb. 
My Reader's weary, yet I do not fear © 
To be forſaken by one Reader here. 
He'll doubtleſs ſtay to bear what queſtions I 
Propound to Beaſts, and bow they make reply. 
N The fatted Ox, and pamper'd Horſe you ride ; 
Their Carel:/'s Maſter for his care thus chide. 


* - PP 4 
— _— ——_ 
4 4 _ ——  - —— en I II ” nA : * —_ 
nts. -- h. —= _ 
| _ R—_ o— _ as < >. NY 
: — 
_ = —hg — wetie>— P: — 
oy - - ————— I e _ A 
" "AE RE -- 
$#P P _— = - - 
ee a. - 
- q LY 
” * — 
" - —_ 
: | 
* ” o 
— b p »: N 
; — —_ 


”% o þ & p / P | p 4 , . > ; i , þ 4 p £ 6 4 T | 
, _ ry : . * 


I CHAT EL 
Upon the Husbandman's Care for his 
Cattel. 


More care for Horſe and O:#en many take 
Than for their Souls, or deareft Childrens ſake. 


— 


OBSERVATION, 
MY Husbandmen are exceſſively careful a- 


bout cheir Cartel, rifing themſelves early, or 
cauſing their Servants to rife betimes to.provinder 
and dreſs them. Much time is. ſpent .in ſome 


Countreys,. in-trimmiog and adorning their Horſes | 


with curious Trappings and plumes of Feathers ; 
and if at any time a Beaſt be ſick, what care is taken 
to recover and heal them ? You will be ſure they 
ſhall want nothing that is neceſſary for them 3 yea, 
many will chuſe rather to want themſelves, than 
ſuffer their Horſes ſo to do; and take a great deal 


of Comfort to (ce them thrive and proſper under. 


their hands. 


APPLICATION. 


=: one ſaid of Bloody Herod, who flew fo 
many Children at Bethlehem, That it were 
Þctter to be his Swine, than his Son, may be truly 
enoygh applyed to ſome Parents and Maficrs, who 
rake lels care for the ſaving the Souls of their Chil- 
dren and Scrvants, than they do for the Bodies of 

| | thoſe 


thoſe Beaſts which daily feed at their Stalls and 


Cribs. Many there be who do in reference to their 
Souls, as Facob did, with refpe&t to the preſervati- 


on of their Bodies,” when he put all the Herds -of 


Cattel before, and his Wives and little ones behind; 
a3 he went to meet his Brother Eſau. *Tis a weighs 
ty ſaying of a grave Anthor 3 It's 
vile ingratitude to rejoice when Cattel Fink. on Fuile 
multiply, and repine when Children in- part 2. p. 170. 
creaſe ; its Heatheniſh diſtruſtfulneſs to 

fear, that he who provides for your Beaſts, will not 
provide for your Children ; ant it's no leſs than unnatu- 
ral eruelty to be careful of the Bodies of Beaſts, an 
careleſs of the Souls of Children. - Let us but a little 
compare your care and diligence in both'reſpeQs, 
and fee in a few. Particulars, whether you do in- 
deed value your own, or your Children and Set- 


| vants Souls, as you do the Life and Health of a 


Beaſt. : 

I. Your care for your very Horſes is expreffed 
early, whilſt they are but Colts, and not come to 
do you any Service 3 you are willing to be at pains 
and coft, to have them broken Und brought to their 
way. This is more than ever many of them did 
for their Children ; they can [ce them wild and 


profane, naturally taking a firoke or way of wick- - 


ednefs, but yet never were at any pains or coſt to 
break them; theſe muſt be fondel'd and cockered 
up in the natural way of their own corruption and 
wickedneſs, and not a Rod 'or Reproof uſed' to 
break them of it. +0 
*Tis obſerved of the Perfians, that 

they put out their Children to School Clark's. Mir. 

as foon as they could ſpeak, Þ. 596. 

and would not fee them In ſeven , 
| | years 
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years = (ſt cheir "Indulgence ſhould do them , 


thnandary Fperztual? ed * Ir, - 
hare. 


2. You keep your conſtant Cet times, Moraing 
and Evening, to feed, water, -and dreſs your Cat- 


tel, and will by no means neglect - -it . once 3 but 


how « miny times. have you negleRted Morning and 
Evening Duties in your Families ? Yea, how ma- 
ny be there, whoſe very Tables, in reſpe& of any 

Worſhip God hath there, do very lite differ om 
the very Cribs. and Mangers at which their 
Horſes feed ? As foon as you are up in a Morning, 
you arc with your Beaſis before you have. been with 


your God; how, little do ſuch differ from Beafts ?. 


And happy were it, if they were No More accoun- 
table to God than their. Beaſts are * | 

The end of your care, coſt and pains about your 
Cattel is, that they may be firong for labour, and 
the more ſerviceable to you 3 thus you comply with 
| the end of their Beings, But how rare a thing is it 
to, find theſe Men as careful to fit their Pofterity to 
be uſeful and ſerviceable to God in their Generati- 
ons, which is the end of their Beings? If you can 
make them rich, gnd provide good Matches for 
them, you reckon that you have fully diſcharged 
the Duty of Parents ;-if they will learn to hold Ss 
Plow, that you are Willing to teach them ; but 
* when did you (ſpend an hour to reach them the way 
of Salvation ? 

' Now to convince (uch careleſs Parents of the hei- 
nouſnels of their Sin, let theſe four Queries be fo+ 
lemnly conſidered. | 


Du, 1. Whether this hes \vfcient liſcharg e of 
that great Dury, which God hath laid upon Chriſt 


an Parents, in xeference to thgir Families ? That 
' Go 


- \ 


God hath charged the | 
milies is undeniable, Dezt. 6. 6, 7. Eph. 6.4, If 
God had not cloathed you with his Authority to 
16 command them in the way of the Lord, he would 
ut | never have charged them ſo firifly to yield you 
ad | obedience as he hath done, Eph. 6. x. Col. 3.20. 


2 &J 
il : 


a- | Well, a great truſt is repoſed in you, look to your 
ny | Duty, for withoat diſpute you ſhall anſwer for 


m | it. | 


g, Ou. 2. Whether it be likely, if the time of 
th | Youth ( which is the moulding Age ) be negleQted, 
s? || they will be wrought upon to any good after- 
n- | wards 2 Husbandmen, let me put a fenfible Caſe to 

& you Do not you fſce 1n your very Horſes; that 
ar | whilſt they are young, you can bring them to any 
nd } way but if once they have got a falſe firoke, and 
th j by long cuſtom it be grown natural to them, then 
it | there is no breaking them of it : Yea, you fee it in 
to || your very Orchards, you may bring a tender twig 


ti- | to grow in what form you pleaſe; but when it's. - || 


an | grown toa ſturdy limb, there is no bending jt after- 
for | wards to any other form than what it naturally 
ed | took. Thus it is with Children, Prov. 22 6. Train 
the | »p a Child in the way he ſhould go, and when be is 
ut old he will not depart from it. | 
ray 

Da. 3. Whether, if you negle@to infirut them 
ci- || inthe way of the Lord, Satan, and their own na- 
{o* | tural Corruptions will not infiruct them in the way 


to Hell? Conlider this ye careleſs Parents ; if you 
will not teach your Children, the Devil will teach 


of | them; if you thew them not how to Pray, he will - 


ſhew them how to Cuile and Swear, and take the 


$63 


m with the Souls of their Fa- - 


Name of the Lord in-vain ; if you grudge time and _ p 
| | . pains 


Rd at 
, 
n 
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pains about their Souls, the Devil dot Oh, 
*tis a (ad confideration, that ſo many Children 


tel in the Winter, whilſt I.eave my own and he 
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h nof. 
ſhould be put to School to the Devil ! 


©. 4. What comfort are you like to have from 
them when they are old, if you bring them. not up 
in che nurture and admonition of the Lord when 
they arc young ? Many Parents have lived to reap 
in their old Age, the fruit of their own folly and 
careleſneſs, in the looſe and vain Education of their 
Children. By Licurgas his Law, no Parent was to 
be rclieved by his Children in Age, -if he gave them 


not good Education in their Youth; andit is a Law 


at this day among the Switzers, That if any Child 
be condemned to die for a Capital Offence, the Pa- 
rents of that Child are to be his Executioners ; theſe 
Laws were made to provoke Parents to look better 
to their Charge. 
Truth 3 That that Child which becomes ( through 
thy default ) . an Ioftrument to diſlhonour God, ſhall 
mo ſooner or later a Son or Daughter of ſorrow 
£O tNEE, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. God: hath found out my fin 


A Refleftion (1s day. This bath been my pra- 


for Carcleſs 
Parcats. | 
mitced to my Charge ;. I have ſpent 


more time and pains about the Bodies of my Beafis, 
than the Souls of my Children 3 Beaſt that 1 am for 
fo doing ; little have. I confidered the precioulnels 
of my own, or their Immortal Souls. How careful 
have I been to provide Fodder to preſerve my Cat- 


Believe this as an undoubted. 


Riſe ever fince I had a Family com- 
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on for them? Surely my .'Children will one day 
Curſe the time that ever they were born. unto ſach 
2 cruel Father, or of ſuch a mercileſs Mother. 
Should I bring home the Plague into -my Family, 
ard live to fee all my poor Children lye dead by the _ 
Walls, if T had not the Heart of a Tyger, ſuch a fight 


F would melt my Heart 3 and yet the death of their 


Souls by the Sin which I propagated to them aff-Qs 
me not ! Ah,” chat I could (ay, I had done bur as 
much for them, as I have done for a Beatt that pe- 

riſheth 1 | 


- 2. But unhappy wretch that | am, 


God caft a better Lot for me, I am A nefletion 
the Off ſpring of Religious and ten- for the Diſo- 
a bedjent Child 
der Parents; who have always deeply «7gf a Gracious 
concerned themfelves in the everlaii- parent. 


ing ftate of 'my Soul ; many Prayers - 
and Tears havs. they. poured out to God for me, 
both-in my hearing as well as in ſecret 3 many ho- 


ly and wholſom Counſels- have they from time to 


time dropt upon me 3 many precious Examples 
have they ſet in their own practice before me 3 
many a time when I have finned againſt the Lord, 


| have they ſtood over. me with a Rod in their 


Hands, and Tears in thcir Eycs, uling all means to 
reclaim me, but like an ungracious wretch I have 


- | ſighted all their Counſels, grieved their Hearts, and 


imbittered their Lives to them by my ſinful courſes. 
Ah, my Soul : thou art a degenerate Plant z better 
will ic be with the Off ſpring of Infidels than with 
thee, if Repentance prevent notz nawl live inone 
Family wich them, bur ſhortly I (hall be ſeparated 
from them, as far as Hell is from Heaven 3; the 
now tenerly pity wy Miſery, but then they ſhall 
| S 


approve — nd A he _s Wot] "Sentence 6 
- Chriſt upon me: So little Priviledge thall T the 
have from my Relation to them, that they- (hall be 
produced as Witneſſes againftme, and all their ro 
3<cted Counſeis, Reproofs, andExamples," charged! 

home upon me, as the aggravations of my wicked: Þl - 
neſs 3 and better i it will be, when ir ſhall come to} * 
that, chat I had been brought Totth by a Beafi, 


than ſprang from the Loins of {uch Parents. OO -* 
E TY a> 4 £ 

Let 

: ; | | k Or, 


Our Cattel in fat par ef More: 'e ard row,” j — 
There's rnthing wanting that ſhonid make them ſo. 
The pamper 4 Horſe commends bis Maſters care, 
Who neither pains or coſt doth grudge or ſpare. 

- »Brg art not thou mean while the verieſt Fool, 
That pamper '# Beaſts,” and ftar'ft thy precious Soul ? 1 


*T were weli if you could die as now you live Al 
Like Beaſts 3' and had no more acconit to give. : Ki ve 
0 that theſe Lines your folly might d:te@ ! -- , 
Who both your own and-Childrens Souls negle, - , 


- To care for *Beaſt+. - O Man, Prepare to bear 
The JolefuPjf Lavignage, that tre pierc'd thine ear! | — 
When you your Children once in Hell ſhall meet, 
And with-ſuch"Langugge their" Dajnn'd Parems rs 
* 0 curſed Father, wretthed Mother, why 
- © Was Tryour of ſpring « ?' TFould to Gol thin T1 © 
© Had ſprung from Tygers,” who more tender be * | 
* Unto their young,. than You have been to me. © 
* How 4id you ſpend your thoughts, time,care & coſt 
ml - 6c ? x \ 
Wu About my Body, on my Soul —_— wok - « Di 


— 


oY 


iy Dit 5 Jade not: 7 That a* Fs he: DE : 
* Live, when this-Body was reſold to duft ? 
© Tow could not mm rwnderftand if T, 
' ©: WWithozet an imereſf i in Chrift did die, 
1 It needs muſt. come to this Oh how could yoſt 
| + © Prove ſo remorſleſs, and no Pity ſhew | ! 
> to © ©* Ob crael Parents ! I may curſe tbe day 
eaſt Y. © That I was born of ſuch as did betray 
| & Their Child to endleſs Torments. - Now muſt , 
* J/ith, and thromgh you inflames for ever lye 2 
Let this make every Parent tremble, leſs 
— Þ} He loſe bis Child, whilſt caring for bis Beaft. 
| Or left his. own poor 'Sowl do ſtarve and pine 
Whilſt he takes thoughts fo Horſes, Sheep and Kines« 


* 


YT Þ Þ Ks Wal | 
"oO Upon the hard Labour and cruel Uge * 
+ Þ iof Beaſts. 


p + - - 
be. . 

4 - When under loads your Beaſts do groan, think then * 

'Y. How great a mercy 'tis that you are men, 


RH: 2 . OBSERVATION. N 


Pio) ſome Men be exce(fvely carefol and 
| tender over their Beaſts ( as was noted in the 

' | former Chapter ) yet others are cruel and merci. 
roff lefs towards them, not regarding how they ride 
ow or burdea them. *How often have | ſecff them 
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fainting under their _ vidio 


Highways to ſhift for a little Graſs? 
have I heard and pitied them, groaning under un- 


reaſonable Burdens, und beaten am.by mercileſs drj. 


vers, till at laſi by ſuch cruel uſage they. have been 


 defiroyed, and - then caſt into a Ditch fox Dogs 


Meat ! 


APPLICATION. 


CUch ſrght as theſe ſhould make Men thankful in 

the Mercy of their Creation, and bleſs theiy 
bountiful Creator, that they were not made fuch 
Creatures themſelves. Some Beaſts are made ad 
eſum, only tor Food, being no otherwiſe ufctul to 
Man, as Swine, &c. theſe are only fed for flaugh- 
ter, we Kill and cat them, and regard not their 
cries and {iruglings when the Knife is thruſt to their 
very Hearts # others are only ad ſam, for ſervice, 
whilſt living , but unprofitable -when dead ; as 
Hmſes, thele we make to drudge and toy! for us 
from day to day, but kill them not ; others are 


both ad eſum, & uſum, tor tood when "dead, and 
Theſe we make tr 


ſervice whilli alive, as the Ox. 
plow our Fields, draw our Carriages, and after 
wards prepare them for ſlaughter. 

But Man was made for noblcr ends, created Lord 
of the lower World; nor co ferve, but to be ſerved 
by other Creatures; a M-rcy able to melt the hard- 
I remember, Ltcher 

pr:flizg Men to be thankful, that they 

Luther in 3, are not brought into the lowett CORS 
Precept. _., . dition of Cicatures, and to bleſs 
- God that they can ſec any Grcacure 
below. 


e.off their Leys 
and turned out with galled Backs into the Fields 


Many time, | 
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_— hee. TT _ 
eg, Y below themſelves, gives us a FatrBus inſtance in the . 
5X} following Story : Two Cardinals ( faith. he) ri 


| ding in a great deal] of Pomp to the Council of Con- 
un} fance, by the way they heard a Man in the Fields, 
dri- weeping and wailing bitterly, they rode to him, 
ny and asked what he ailed ? Perceiving his Eye in- , 
08 f tently fixed upon an ugly Toad, he cold them that 
his Heart was melted with the conſideration of this 
Mercy, thax God had not made him ſuch a de- 
formed and Joathſom Creature, though he were 
| formed our of the ſame Clay with it: Hoe eft quod 
far amare fleo, fald he, This is that that makes me 
ieix weep bitterly. Whereupon one of the Cardinals 
uch Þ cries out, Well ſaid the Father, the unlearned will 
| 6d riſe and take Heaven, when we with all our Learn- 
| to ing ſhall be thruſt into Hell, Fhat which melted 
BMJ the Heart of this poor Man, ſhould melt every Heart 
Kr 8 when we behold the Miſery ro which theſe poor 
ell } Creatures are ſubje&ted. And this will appear a 
C0, | Mercy of no ſlight Confideration, if we but draw _ 
3 } a compariſon. betwixt our ſelves, and theſe irratio- 
"3 F nal Creatures, ig theſe three Particulars, 
w P + Though they.and we were made of the ſame 
NC'Y Mould and Clay, yet how much better hath God 
(4 'Qealc with us, even as to the outward Man? The -- 
er” F gructure of our Bodies is much more excellent. 
God made other Creatures by a word of Command, 
but Man by-Counſel ; it was not be Thou, but let | 
Us make Man. We might have been made Stones 
without ſenſe, or Beaſts without reaſon, but we 
were made Men. The noble ſirugure and (yme- 
try of ; oux | Bodies invites oyr Souls not only to 
thankfulneſs but admiration, David ſpeaking of 
the "curious frame of the Body, faich, 7 at wonder 
fully made, Pſal, 139. I4. or as the vulgar read, 
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It, painted as with a Needle ; like fome rich picce 
of Needle-work curiouſly Embroidered with Nerves - 


and Veins, Was any part of the common Jump of 
Clay thus fafhioned ? Galen gave Epicuerus an hun- 
dred years time to imagine a more commodious Si- 


tuation, Configuration, or Compolition of any one 
part of a humane Body 3 and ( as one faith ) ifall 
the Angels in Heaven had fiugied to this day, they 


could not have caſt the Body of Man into a more 
curious Mould. 2 

2. How little eaſe or reft have they ? They live 
not many years, and thoſe they do is in Bondage 


| and Miſery, groaning undcr the eff: Qts of lin 3 but 
God hath provided better for us, even as to our 


outward" condition in the World; we have the 
more reſt, becauſe they have fo little, How many 
refreſhments. and comforts hath God provided for 
us, of which they are uncapable 2 If we be weary 
with labour, we can take our reſt; but freſh or 
weary, they muſt fiand toit, or fink under it from 
day to day. h = 

3. What a narrow capacity hath God given to 
Beaſts ! What a large capacity to Man ! Alas, they 
are only capable of a little ſenſitive pleaſure ; as you 


hall fee ſomerimes, how they will frisk in a green 


Paſture, this is all they be capable of, and. this 
death puts an end to 3 but how eomprehenſive , are 


- Our Souls in their capacities 2 We are made. in the 


Image of God; we can look beyond preſent things, 
and are capable of the higheft happineſs, and that 
to, all Eternity 3 the Soul of a Beaft is but a material 
form, which wholly depending upon, muſt needs 
dic with the Body 3 but our Souls are a Divine ſpark 
or blaſt 3 and when the Body dies, it dies not wit 
je, bat ſubſifts even in its ſeparated fiate. _ 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1, How great ain is ingratitude 


to God, for ſuch a common, bat a —_— 
: og] | \ for ai Un- 
choice Mercy of Oreation., and Pro- thankf.) a 


is no Creature made worſe by kind- 


neſs, but Man. There is a kind of gratitude which 


I may obſfcrve even in theſe brute Beaſts ; they do 


in theix way. acknowledge their Benefactors 3 the 


Ox knows his Owner, and the A(s bis Maſters Crib. 


How ready are they to ferve ſuch as feed and che- 


riſh them ? But I . have been both uatharkful and 
unſerviceable._ co my-Creator and BenefaCtor, that 
hath done me good all my days; thoſe poor  Crea- 
tares. that {weat and groan under the . loads that I 
lay upon them, never tinned againſt God, nor tran(- 


ercſled the Laws of-their Creation as I have done; 


and yet God hath dealt better with me than with 


them. Oh. that the Bounty of God, and his dl- 


ſtinguilking Mercy berween me and the Beaſts that 
periſh, ,might move avd melt my Heart into thank- 


{ fulneſs.!- O-chat I might conſider feriouly what the 
Higher ard more excellent end of my Creation is, 


and might more endeavour to anſwer and live up to 
it. Or elſe (O my Soul) it will. be worſe with 
thee than with the Beafis. *Tis true, they are un- 
der Bondage and Miſery 3 but it is but for a little 


time, death will end all their-pains, and eafe them 


of all their heawy loads; bur I ſhall groan to all 
Eternity, under a heavier burdei than ever they 


felt 3 .they. have no-account to give, but ſo have I, + 


What comfort is it that I have a larger capacity 
than a Beaſt hath? - That God hath endowed me 
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this will but augment tny Miſery, and enlarge me 
'£o take ina greater meaſure of anguiſh. _ 
| 2. But how many fleps ( O my 
—_—_ Soul ) maiſt thon aſcend in the 
Soul. praiſes of thy God, when thou con- 
{idereft the Mercies that God hath be- 
fiowed upon thee ! Not only in that he made thee, 
mot a Stone or Tree without ſenſe, or an Horſe, or 
Dog without reaſon ; but that thou art not an Inh- 
del without light, or an Unregenerate Perſon with- 
out grace, What! to have ſenſe, and all the de- 
lights of it, which Stones have not 3 reaſcn, with 
the more high and noble pleaſures of it, which 
Beaſts have not 3 the light and knowledge of the 
Sreat things of the Goſpel, which the Heathens 
haye not; and ſuch an expecation - and hope of 
unconceivable Glory and Felicity, which the un- 
ſanQified have not. O my Soul | how rich ! how 
bountiful hath thy God been to thee ! Theſe are the 
overflowings of his love to thee, who waft mould- 
ed out of the fame lump with the Beaſts that groan 
on Earth, yea with the Damned that how! in Hell ; 


well may I fay, that God hath been a' good God | 


to me, 


The POEM. 


Hen I bebold 2 tyred Fade put on ( gone. 

With Whip and Spur til] all bis ftrength be 
See ſtreams of ſweat run down bis bleeding fidexg, 
How little mercy s pewn by bim that rides.” © 


| * 


th Reaſon, which is denied to them ? Alas ] 


MN by > gta © 


1 


If I more thankleſs. to my 
Than ſuch a Rider's mercileſs, "twill move 
My Soul to praiſe , for who ſees this, and can 
But bleſs the Lord, that be was made a Man. 
And ſuch a fight the Rider ought to move, 

. This Meditation duly to improve. 
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God don't prove, 


What hath this Creature done, that be ſhould be 
Thus beaten, wounded, and tyr'd out by me ? 
He is- my Fellow- creature, "tis meer Grace, 


1 bad not been in bis, be in my caſe. 


Ungrateful, flupid Man, God might have made 


Me bear the Saddle, as T ſee this Fade. 
He never ſin'd, but for my fin doth lye 
Subjefied unto all this miſery. 


Lord, make my heart relent, that I ſhould be 
To thee more uſeleſs, than my Horſe to me. 


He did his utmoſt, went as long as ever 
His Legs could bear him ; but for me IT never . 
Thus ſpent myſtrength for God, but oft have bin 
Too prodigal thereof in ways of ſm; © 


Though be's the Horſe, and T the Man, "twill be . | 


Far better with my Horſe one day than me, 
Unleſs thy Grace prevent, and ſuperadd. 
A new Creation unto that T had, © © 
Could every Rider fix a ſeriows thought 

On ſuch a ſubjeft, and hereby be taught 

To ſpiritualize it, and improve it thus ; 
How ſweet would tedions Journeys be to us ! 
But ſuch a tak, a graceleſs heart dogs out 
More, than the tyred Horſe I write about. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II 
Upon the ſeeking of loſt Cr, 


When ſecking your loſt Catt:l, keep in ond 
That thus Chrijt Jeſus ſeebs.'y our Seals to fue 


a— 8 ” 4 


OBSERVATION. 


7 Hen Catte] are firayed away from . your 
Fields, you uſe all careand diligence to re- 

cover them 23ain, tracing theix footſteps, crying 
them in Market-Towns, fending your Servants a- 
broad, and inquiring your felves'of all that you 
think can give news of them. * What carc and pains 
Men will take in ſuchcaſes, was exemplified in $2wl, 
1 Sam: 9. 4, 5. - who with his Servant paſſed 
oak Mount Epbraim, to ſcek the Aﬀes that 
were ſirayed from his Father, and lirough' the 
Land of Shal:fha, and through the Lahd'of Shalim, 
and they were.not there, and through the Land of 
the Benjamites, but found, them not. 


' APPLICA TION. 


HE-care and pains you take' to recover your 

loſt Cartel, carries a ſweet and hvely repre- 
ſen:ation of the love of Feſws Chrift, in-the recovery 
of 1» Sinners. Feſus Chriſt came on purpoſe from 
Heaven upon alike Errand, to (eck and toſave that 


 *thich, was lofi, Mar. 18.11. There are feveral 


Particulars i in which this glorious deſign of Chiift, 
. in 


| 
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in ſecking and ſaving loſt Ma he 
pains of Ausbandmen in recovering their loſt Cat-. 


tcl, do meet and touch, though there be as many. 


particulars alſo in which they differ 3 all which I 


| {hall open under the following Heads, 


1. We ſometimes find that Cattel will break out 
of thoſe very Ficlds where they have been bred, and 
where they want nothipg that is needfu] for them. 
Juſt thus, loſt Man departed from his God,. brake 


out of that pleaſant encloſure where he was abun- 


dantly providcd for, both as to Soul and. Body, 
yet then he brake over the Hedge of the Command, 


| and went aſtray, Eccleſ. 7. 29, Lo this only have T 
fuzend, that God made man upright, but he ſought out 


to bimſelf many inventions. Wie was not content and 
fatisfied with that bleſſed ſtate God had put Him, in- 
to, but would be trying new concluſions to the Toſs 
and ruin both of himſelf and his Poſterity. 


2. Strayers.are evermore ſufferers for it; all they 


get by it, is to be pinned and pounded - ard what 
did Man get by departing from his God, but Ruin 
and Miſery to Soul and. Body 2 Will you have 'an 
Abreviate of his Sufferings and Loſſes ? ( the full 
account none can giye- you ) why? By firaying 
from. his God, he loſt the. rzcitude and holinels. of 
his Nature ; ( like a true ftrayer ) he Is all dirty, 
and miry, , overſpread and beſmeared _ both in Soul 
and Body, with the odious filthineſs of fin ; he loſ 
the liberty and freedgm of his willto good ; a pre> 
cious Jewel of eliimable value : This isa real Miſe- 
ry incurr'd by the Fall, though ſome _ have fo fax 
loſt their: underfiandings and humility, as: not ' to 


own it ;; he hath loſt his God, his Soul, his Happi« 
and his very -Bowels of Compaſſion towaxds | 
bimſelf in this miſcrablc ſtate. 


neſs 


p 
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3. When 


W258 dry Spiritualized ; Or, 

"Ke Whes': your Cattel are frayed, yea, though 
It be but one of the Flock or Herd, you leave all 
the reſt, and go after that which is loſt: So did Fee 
ſus Cbrit, who in the fore-cited placc, Mat. 18.12. O\ 
compares himſelf to ſuch a Shepherd 3 he lcft Hea- it 
ven it ſelf, and all the blefſed Amgels there, to bu 

| + come into this World to (eek loſt Man. O the pre- of 

Is — cious cficem, and dear love that Chrift had to poor he 

if Man! How did his Bowels yearn towards us in our pl 

loti tiate ! How did he pity us in our miſery ! As if net 
he had (aid, Pyor Creatures, they have lofi them- 

felvcs, and are | come a prey to the Devil, in a | 10 
pcriſhing ttate 3 1 will ſeek after them, and fave Sc 
them. The Son of Min is come to (ck and to th 
fave. al 

4. You are glad when you have found your 10! 
firayers 3 much more is Chriſt, when he hath found bu 

a lofi Soul. O *tis a great ſatisfaQtion 'to him co | 

ſee the fruit of the travel of his Soul. Ta. 53. Tea, bu 


there is more joy in Heaven over one ſinner that repent- ah 
e&th, thai ninety nine Juſt perſons that need no repen- 

tence. What demonſtrations of joy and gladneſs yo 
did the Father of the Prodigal give, when he had | P* 


found' his Son that was loft ? Like 15. 20, ſuc 
5- When you have brought home your firayers, | the 
you ſometimes clog therp, to prevent their win. Ar 
dring.- again, 'and ftop up the gzps with Thorns ; fin 
and fo doth God je home fo Chit Souls as are re- 
0 


covered and brought home yo \Chriſt ; he hangs a yo! 
_ dog of aMiion to prevent! their departure from || fin 
God again, 2 Cor. 12:7. Ch 
mn Bur then ehere are five Particulars in which Chriſt hin 
nm ſcckivg loſt Souls, and your ſecking loſt Cattel - 
| Jiff r, — | : e 


*, 3. Your 


' th | 4+ i an, - 20g. WS 26 w 
nly wiſe of earthly things. 


1. Your Cattel ſometimes find the way home 


' themſelves, and return to you of their own accord 3. . 
-but loſt Man never did, anor cando fo; he was his - 


own Deſtroyer, but can never bes his own: Saviour 3 


it was poſſible for him'not to bave I-& his God, 
but having once loſi him, can never find him again 


of himſelf. Alas! his Heart is bent to backſliding, 
he hath no will to return, Hear how Chriſt com- 
plains, John 5. 40. Te will not come wntome. Mans 
xecovery begins in God, not in himſelf. 

2. Your Servants can find, and bring back your 


| Joſt Caitel as well as you ; but ſo cannot Chriſt's 
Scrvants. Miniſters may ciſcover,but cannot recover 
them 3 they. daily ſee, but cannot ſave them 3 I2- © 


ment them they can, but help them they cannot ; 


intreat and beg them to return they can, ard do, - 
MelanGhon © 
thought when he began to preach, to perſwade all z 
but old Adam was too haid tor young Melan- 


but prevail with them they cannot. 


Ahon, | WE 
3. You ſeek all the Catte] that are firayed from 
you, cipecially the bet 5 but Jeſus Chrift only ſeeks 
poor loſt Man. There were other Creatures, and 
ſuch as by Nature were *more excellent, that loft 
their God and themſelves; I mean, the Apoſtate 
Angels 3 but he came not to ſeck them :; Herein his 
lingular love to Man appears. PR 
4. When you have xccovered and brought home 
yous Iloſt- Cattel, you may loſe thern the” ſecond 
time, and never recover them again, but fo cannot 
Chiiſt, Man once recovered is for ever ſecured 
him. 41] that thou baſt given me 1 have kept, and 
not one of them is loſt, but the Son of Perditian 3 and 
he was never favingly found, Fobn 17.12. © 
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5. Though you prize your Cattd, yet you: will 
not venture your Life for the recovery of them ; 
rather let them go than ragain them with ſuch an 
hazard; but Jeſus Ghrift not only ventared,but acu- 


ally laid, down his Life to\ recover, and ſave loft 
'Man : He redcemed them at the price of his own 
Blood 3 he is that gocd Shepherd that laid down 


his Life for the Shcep. © the ſurpaſſing love of 


ChriG to loſt Souls ! | 
REFLECTIONS. 


x1. Lord, I am aloft Creature, an 
_A Reftedion  \qone Soul ; and herein lyes .my 
- Soul —— that I have not only loſt my 
| God, but have no Heart to return to 
him ! Nay, I fly from Chrift, wio is come on 


; purpoſe from Heaven to; feek and to fave me 3. his * 


Meſlergers are abroad ſecking for ſuch as] am, but 
I avoid them, or at l:aft refuſe to obey their call 
and per{wafions to return. * Ah, what a miſcrable 
fate am Tin! Every fiep I go is a Rep towards 
Hell ; my Soul, with the Prodigal is ready to pe- 
riſh ina firange Countrey! But I have no mind 
with him to return home; - wretched Soul, what 
will the end of this be 2? If God have loſt thee, the 
Devil hath found thee” he takes up all ſtrayers for 
God ;'Yea; Death, and Hell will ſhortly find 
thee, | if Chriſt do not ; and then thy recovery ( O- 
my. Soul ! ) will be impoſſible: Why fic I here pe- 
rilhing and: dying 7-1 'am not yet as irrecoverably 
Joſt as. the Damned are,  Q l:t me delay no longer, 
Jcſt I be loſt for) ever. + © 0p | 
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2. O my Soul! 'for ever bleſs 4". on 
and admire tlic love of Jcſus Chriſt, A RefleQion 
an | who came from Heaven to ſeek and fr one that 
| . _ was loft, bur 
tu- | Gave , ſuch a loft Soul as I was. j., fun; 
oft | Lord, how matchleſs 1s thy love / I 
yn | was loſt, ard am found. Jam found, anddid not 
mn | ſeck; nay, I am found by him from whom I fled. 
of | Thy love, O my Saviour, was a preventing love, 
a wonderful love; thou lovedſt me mich more.than 
] loved my (elf ; I was cruel to my own Soul, but 
thou waſt kird ; thou ſcughtelt for me, a loſt 
| Sinner, and not for lofi Angels ; thy hand of Grace 
an | caught.hold of me, ard hath let gothouſands, and* 
ny || ten thouſands, as good as my ſelf by nature. Like - 
yy || another David, thou didfi reſcue my poor loſt Soul 
to | out of the Mouth of che Detiroyer ; yea, more 
n | than ſo, thou didfi loſe thine own Life to find 
is Þ mine: And now,. dear Jeſus, fince I am thus mar- 
ut } vellouſly recovered, ſhall I ever firaggle again from 
il | thee? Olct it for ever be a warning to.me, howl 
le || turn afide inte by-paths of fin any more. . \ 
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Ir WW Hen Cattel from your Fields are gone aſtray, 
And you to ſeckthem through the Countryride, 


OJ Enguiring for them all along the way, 
E- Trackug their footſteps where they turn'd aſide. © 


T, | One Servant ths way ſent, another that, 

| Searching the Fields and Countrey round about 
This Meditation now ſals in ſo pat, 
As if God ſent it to enquire you out. 
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My Beaſts are loft, 'and ſo am Thy finmz -. 
My wr.tched Soul from God thus wandring went, 
"As I ſeek, them. ſo was Tf rupht by him, | 


Who from th: Fathers Boſom forth was ſent. 


\ 4. 


Purſu'd by Sergey foliow'd cloſe by Grace, EF 
And ftrim: Coirorftions Chriſt bath ſought for mit, G 
Tea, though / {pun bim ſtill be gives me chaſe, hos 
As if reſolr'd I ſhould not Damned be. i 


i Then Angels loft themſelves it was*not ſoz 
| God did not ſeck. or once for them enquire, 
Bux ſaid, Let theſe Apoſtate Creatures go, | T 
T'll plague them for it with Eternal Fire. 


Lord. what am T, that thou ſhouldſt ſet thine Eyes Oxc 


And ſtill ſeek, after ſuch a'wretch as I? ' | thof 
Whoſe matchleſs mercy, and rich grace deſpiſe, lool, 
As if in ſpight thereof reſolvd to die. "Ay 
Why ſhould T ſhun thee ? Bleſſed Saviour, why are 
- ſhould I avoid thee thus ? Thom doſt not chaſe one 
My Soul to ſlay it ; O that ever 1 mor 


* Should fly a Saviour that's ſo full of Grace. 


Long haſt thou ſought me, Lord, 1 now return ; 
O let. thy Bowels of compaſſion ſound, _. « 
For my departure I fincerely mower ; 


And let this day thy wandring Sheep be found. 
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gs "Upon the Feeding of Fat Cattel, 
Fat Beaſts you kill, the Lean you wſe to ſave 5 | 
Ged's Diſpenſations ſome ſuch meaning have. _ 


o 
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OBSERVATION. 


yT is © g60d Obſervation of a Father, and well 


| applycd ; Vituls eriturantes quotidlis higantur, . vi-. 
1h mattondi quotidie in "Paſcuis libere relinquuntar. 


Oxcn for uſe are daily yoaked and kept ſhort, whillt” 


thoſe: that are d 


looſe int green Patturxes to feed at pleaſuge. Store, 
kept lean and Jow 3 feeds 


beafis fate hard, ' and arc 
ing Beaſts are excuſed from the Yoke, whil-others 
are labvured and-wrought hard cycry day 3 the 
one hath more than he can cat, the other would cat 
more-Whe had it. 


7. WP PLICATION. 
Hus deals the Lord oft-times with his own E- 


-. ke&; whom he deligns for Glory ; and with 


the wicked, - who are preparing for the day of 


wrath.--' Thus are they tilled with earthly Proſperi- | 


ty, and-Crcature-enjoyments, like ruſty and wage 
ton Beafis' turned out at liberty in a fat Paſture, 
whillt-poor Saints arc kept hard and ſhox 


al as —+ 


ey ing 
. i} 


efigned for che Shambles, arc let” 


| t, Amos 

I. 4. "Hear this word ye kine of Baſhar, that are in” 

| (be endnaarains of Samariz, _— oppreſ7 tbe poor, = 
: £ caſe. 
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; lecaphodic Kine by the 
ofperous c full fed, and 
6-94 So _— Hes tad? eaven hath fot 
all the Poor, nor Hell all che be Ki 3! but it: $a very vw 
common'differiſation'df Pro , to be bo molt 
of the rome of this World upon, we that have.no | *1* 
Portion -in Heaven'y and to keep'them! hott on tec 
_ Earth, for:witn: ae Kingdorn'ts' providtd. * Ts: 
me draw forth the Similitude in a few Particu- | FF 
—_—_ 
I. The Beaſts of flaughterghave / the fatteſt pa- he 
fiures 3 ſo have the ungodly in the World ; Their foi 


eyes ftand out w fatneſs, they they . have 'mone, #hay .þe, thi 
org with, P). Pats. -& REA hearts are ren fat a ” 

greaſe; Pſal. r19. gage. Th be:they, that, fleet off : 
ths rearh of earthly WG ol whoſe, belhes, are ” 
Sort with" bidden treaſures, Plal. 17. 14. The, _ on 
is prven into the band of the. wicked, Job the 24+! . Jok 


at fult Fates'? What. an affluen ce 'of eanthly: = yi 
ts hath' "God caſt in up! \fome wicked Men? 
ere is much wantonveſs, ut, no, want . jo their 
divellings :' Some that now is pot. which way 40 
tures themſelves in Hell, once knew, .not whexe..to 
befiow their Goods on Earth. . I6 
2, Feeding, ,groy wapton,ig their-full paſtures; P 
there you ſhall ſee them titmble arid fisk, and kick l 
up their heels. , The ſame cffadt hath: the 'proſperity | 
of the wicked, it. makes them wanton; their Life 6 
is.but a diverſion f-2::. one pleaſure, ©o another, i 
Fob 2X i, 12. I3. T bey ſend forth their little, ones , 
"* s flock, and their chilbren dance 3,,, they tak uhe | 
rimbrel, and harp, . - and rejoice at tbe ſound. Pf.1th8; or- |; 
Kan they, ſpend. their days ia wealth, . and 11,4 mo- Fr 
ment go \ diwn tothe grave. Si The, Gme, Charagardoth: | 
the FRO. Amos give of "Ws Amor, Te R | 
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They etch Vio]HRer; with Mele: if ivory; drink Wine 
in ty End OY CR. 

"Theſe are chey*that' live in plctfures upon Earth's 
ery | ®Fiftiin the Water, IRE F: | | 
3. Theſe/fat- paſture out the fahel Hat 
| theideath of theſe Cattel z the ſooner they'are ral 
on | 'ted, the ſodner they are flaughtered ; and the PRE 
Pet | perity of the wicked ſerves to the ſame end: 
proſperity of Fools ſhall defixoy them, ( 5. ſe. I 
ſhall be che means and infirument of heating and 
heightoing their Luſis, and thereby fitting them 
for deſtruCtion's; their Proſperity is food and. fuel to 
| their Corruptions. Many wicked Men had not 
al been ſo' ripe*for Hell, had they 'not grown in the 
of Sure-hine of Proſperity OO 

4. Fatted 'Beafts*do not” in A leaft underſtarid 
the intent and * tieatiing of the Husbandman, 'ii' al 
| lowing them BON rge and fat paſtures, which the 
wg denies & Mis) other *Cattel; and as lirtte as Beafts 
2 | do'wicktd Mcri dndeitiand- 'the* {cope and erid' 'of 

God's Providences; ' in cafting” Proſperity ''a | 

' Wealth'upon them; lictle do' they "think their Ta- | 

bles ' area) 'Vrate, a' Gin, -and' a Trap for i} 
. Souls,” they” only-* (like Beaſts ) mind what' 55 be- 
fore” them) Bar 'do not ar all underſtand the' tins 
dency andetid'6f theſe chetr ſenſoal delights.” 22 00D. 

5. ThoilgWthe Hisbandman' ketp his ftore-Cat- 
ea in-ſhort Emmons, yet he intends to' preſerve 
them: Theſe ſhall remain with him, when the ©-! 
thersare drivth to the laughter **'? 

Such-a'defigiy of preſervation is lrtied on in Mt x 
thoſe oatward firiits, wants and hardſhips whicti'” 
the Lord expoſes his people to;® I confe 5 fuch' 
diſpenſ#tions; for preſent, are ety 'ftumbling-aod | 


pureſing thiogs,. even © to "gracious and wiſe 'Per- 
C u 2  fons.. 


ricked Men, not. only. ex 
| from their Troubles, but even opprefſed with Prof- 
perity ; to ſce a godly Man in, wants and ſtraits, 
and a wicked Man have more than his heart" can 


wiſh, is 2 caſe that poſes the wiſci Chriſtian, ill 


he confider the defigns and ifſuey of both thoſe Pro- 
 vidences, and then he acquicſces in the Wiſdom of 
God (o ordering it, Pal. 73- 5+ 14418, 23. 


REFLEC TIONS. 


FIR 1. Doth my Proſperity far me up 
CE. . for.Hcll, and prepare me for the: day 
a werkiing of laughter ? ? Lictle cauſe have I] then 

to glory in it, and lift-up my heart 


upon. theſe things. Indeed, God hath given, .(T1 


cannot {ay bleflcd be with ) a tulneſs; of Creature- 
enjoyments ; upon theſe my. carnal heart ſcizech 
greedily and? { 

lying in theſe things, for the ruin of my Soul. 
What arc all theſe charming Pleaſures, but ſo ma- 


- oy Rattles fo guige qpy Soul, whilli jes Damnation 


geals inſenſibly upon it 2 What arc all my, Buſineſſes, 


and 0 Wk the World, but ſo many diver- 


tions from the Buiineſs of Lite ? ? There are but two 
. differences betwixc me, and._the pooreſt Slave: the 
Devil hath cn Earth, ſuch are; whipt. on to Hell 
by outward Miſcries, and | am couched to Hell in 

a little more Pomp and Honous ; theſe will have " 
leſs, and | a greater account jn the day of Reckon- 
lag. O that { had;never known Proſperity! I am 
now tumbling in « green Palture, and ſhortly ſhall 
be hanging up io the Shambles in Hell ; if this be 


8! che belt fruit of my Proſperity, if 1 were taken Cap- 


tire by cracl Canbals, and-tcd with the richeft fare, 
but 


ecurely, not at all lulpeRing a Snare 


5 
4 
W 


The eeyenlyaſe of Seat thing. b. 
but withal underfiqod, that the deliga of ic were to 
far me up like a Beati for them; to. feed upon 3. how 
little Stomach ſhould I have co their Dalnties? O 
my Soul ! it were much better” for thee to haves 
(anQified Poverty, which is tne portion of many 
Saints, than an enſnaring Proſperity, ſer as a trap 
to ruin thee 4 hat PEPE 
2. The wiſdom of my at | 

allotted me but ſhort commons here, + L_ 
his Providence tceds me but from Chriſthn.. 
hand to mouth ; bucJ am ( and well 

may be ) contented with my preſent fate; that 
which ſweetens it, is, that I am one of the Lord's 
preſerved. How much betteris a Morſel af Bread, 
and a Draught of Water here, wich an expectancy ; 
of Glory hereafter, than a far Paſture given in, and 
fitting tor the wrath ro come ? Well, lince the cafe 
ftands thus, bleſſed be God for- my preſent Lot ; 
chough I have but little in hand, 1 have much in 
hope 3 _ my .. preſent Troubles will ſerve ro ſweeten 
my future Joys; and the ſorrows of this Life will 
give a luſtre to the Glory of the next; that which 
is now hard to ſuffer, will theo. KL, ſweet to-re- 
member z my TuE: then will be ouder San mp 


Groans __ | 
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2.68 
Thoſe. livea ah and TOW Life, but theſe . 
Promat their lives in 2 


; In fragrant 


' Your hert ſeexrely feed, and nee# not fear. 


Husbandr 


'#) "Rh £4 


and ſhorter leas. OS 
-Tbus live the wicked." thus they* tb abound mo _ . | 
© FPith earthly gV6r , ond with honour crown'd. 

* Their lofty beads with the $ tars afpi prye, 


+ And radiant beams 'their ſhinin ng | brows attire. 
 Thefatteſt- portiofRYehd i up in their Diſh, 


Tea, they bave more than their own hearts can wiſh. © 
Diſſolv'd in pleaſures, crown'd with buds of May : d, 
T7 bey for a time in theſe fat paſtures play, 

Prisk, dance and leap, like full-fed Beaſts * and even 
Turn up their wanton beels againſt the Heaven. 


- Not anderftanding that this pleaſant life, 


Serves but to ſh them! for the Butchers Knife 
ds they tumbling are to day, 

To morrow tothe ſlaughter led away. 

Their 'pleaſurf's gone, and vaniſh like a bubble, 


Which makes their feture Torments on them double. 


Mer while God's little flock is ſ- and lean, 
Becauſe the Lo 4 d nere inten or mean 


This for tbeit portion and beſodes 6 "doth know 


Their Siuls yo beſt fore ſhorteſt Graft doth grow. 
*'-Chedr #p poor floc k, althou b waver fare be thin, Y 
"IX 'bire i is Fe "0 ink. ort. =. SE De 


_— 


Th infernsl Butcher can't approach you 'bere. 


- "Tis ſomewhat that, but O, which far tranſcends, 
Tour glorious Shepherd's coming, who.imtende 


To had you bence unto that fragram Hill, 
WW herewith green;paftures be, by, flpcks will fil, 
On wbich be from Celeſtial Coſements poxrs 


| _ T he ſweeteſt Dews, and conftant. gr r4eious $ Nos 
* Along whoſe ba 


* Rivers of 'plea ures 
There bis Pf d; ocks for OKAY ® abide. 24 


WL ” a R TIS 
be beaenty uſe bf eax?hly } 


- gh iy abt che worldlh ge preſent 5 ops, 


Fo your futute mercies are but Toys. 
Their paſt ure now is green, your's dry So burn'd, 
But o—_ the Sce cene is + chong d, the Tables turn'd. 
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To Ig Saints __ have an Eye, = 
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: ASKS Adent and fra Hae do. not ohly 
7 'abour to ſupply their . own. Neceſlitics while 
| ring, but to lay up GOmething | for, -thcir, Poſtericy 

when they are gohe'z they do no only Jeave to their 
hit##&n what their .Progenitoxs left them, but. they 
_—_ leave it rips and bettered, - Non but 


wa 
S* _— 


' 4 
" 


bad'H nds ang d-thurfes - "are of the Migd | | 
with thar Heach&n'' or  Tibering, who-having 


por alt into ſuch Cor uſjors in the- 'Eqzpir reg. that .it f 

might be” thoig hit. orld would end with him 3 . [|| 

'ye pleaſed him: rich this a n, That he |} 

: thould be oat'o (Theres ch of. it: would otren 
fay, when 1 am'Y&8, tee of 1:3 png, mou 


| gle 5 if the World will” but hold my Tart Jet ic 
Q dy when I am gone: Bat provident Men look 


uz benny 


RTE S7piritualzed : Orr © 
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beyond their own time, 


rity. 


APPLICATION. 


the proviſions they make for their Chil- 
dren, that all prudent Chrifiians are bound to do, 
with reſpe& to the Truths committed to them, 
oo by them, to be tranſmitted to ſucceeding 

| Saiots. | Th 
In the firſt Ages of the World, even till the Law 
was given, faichful Men' were inflead of ' Books and 
Records ; they did by Oral Tradirion- convey the 
Truths of God to Poſterity 3 but fince the Sacred 
Truth hath been conſigned to Writing, no ſuch 
Tradition ( except full conſentient with that wrlt- 
ten word ) js to be received, as Authentick 3 but 
the Truths therein delivercd to the Saints, are by 
verbal Declarations, open Confeſſions, and confiant 
Sufferivgs, to be preſerved and delivercd from Ape 
; fo Age. This was the conſiant care of the whole 
Cloud of Witnefles, both ' Ancient and Modern, 
*:who have kept the ward of God's patience, and 


} 
TB! . ftates 3 no, nor the whole World in exchange, 
it that invaluable Treaſure of Truth ; they haye care- 
li | fally praQiſed Solomon's Counſel, Prov. 23. 23. Buy 
1h+tranſ 'but ſell it not 3, they would not, alienate 
i 


 thatfair Inberitance for all the Inheritances on Eapth. 


HINT:  Uporl the ſime reaſons that you fuſe to part with, 
SI8.! br imbezet your Eſtates, Cheiftians allo refuſe to 
_ OT Ye 7 = 
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r and do very much concen |} 
themſelves in the good or evil of their Poſte i 


Hat careful Husbands do, with  refpe& to 


would not accept their own Lives, Libertlies,or. ba | 
or 


oy 


The heavenly fe of earthly things.” 7% 
1. Youwill not wafte: or allenate your Toherf= 
eance, becauſe it's precions, and of great value in 
your -Eyes, but much "more precious are God's 
Truths: to his people. Lather profefſcd, he would 
 |f - tor fake the whole World for one Leaf of the Bible. 
|| - Though ſome profane Perſons may fay with Pilate, 
to Whar is Truth ? yet know, that any one Truth of 
hi the Goſpel is more worth than all the Inherirances - 
do, Þ upon Earth 3 they are the great things of God's 
em, 8 Law, .and he that ſells them for the greareft things 
ling] in this World, makes a Soul-undoing Bargain. - 

2, You will not waſte or part with your Inheri- 
aw tance, becauſe you know your Poſterity will : be 
and Þ much wronged by it. They that baffle or drink a- 

the] - way an Efiate, drink the Tears of cheir (ad Wi- | 
red dows, and the very Blood of their impoveriſhed 
luch } - Children. The people: of God . do alfo conſider, 
'rIt- 8 how mach the Generations to come are: concerned i 
but Þ in the coſervation of the Truths of God for thei: ||} 
by Þ It cuts them to the Heart, bur to think, that their {||} 
ant | Children ſhould be © brought-up to worſhip Durnbb ||1F# 
*ige | [1dols, and fall down before a Wooden or: Breaden ||| | 


hole | God, The very Birds and Beaſts will expoſe-- their 
xD, | own Bodies to apparent danger of Death co-preſerve 
and 8 their young. Religion doth much more intender 
$ the Hearts and Bowels than. Nature doth. 0 
or -3.- You reckon it a foul Yiſgrace co ſell. 'your © ||} 
arc- 8 Eftates, and become Bankrupts ; *tis a word that tit 
Buy || hears ill amopg you : And 'a. Chriſtian accounts it pM 
| 
| 


ate | the higheſt reproach in the World, to be a Traytor . 
rth. | to, 'ot aw Apoſiate from the Truths of God. Whey 14818 
ith, | the Primktive Saints were iritly required ty delives {If 

to | -up.. ther Bibles, choſe that ' did. fo, were. guiily 8 
," | bnanded-and huſhe out. of their Company, arnder 
the odious Tis of Traditores, or Deliverers. 


4. You 
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{elves upon far greater hard{hips 


_ and fain- 
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4+ You are Py loth- to 
becauſe you know' it's hard recovering, 
gain, when once you: have loſt it. 


God in times to eome to recover the Light: of the 
Goſpel again, if once it be extinguiſhed.' There is 
no Truth of God recovered outof Antichriſt's harids, 
without great wreſilings, and mach Blood. The 
Church may call every Point of Reformed DoQrine 
and Diſcipline ſo recovered, her Naphthalies ; for 
with great wreſilings ſhe hath wreſiled for them. 
Earneftly contending for the faith once delivered to bem, 


e 3. 
5. -To conclude, rather than you will part with 


| your Eſtates, you will chaſe to ſuffer: many wants 


and hardſhips all your' Lives 3. you: will fare hard, 
and go bare, to preſerve: what you have for your 
Pakſerity ; But the people. of God have put them- 
than thefe- to pre- 
ſervetruth ; they have choſen' to fo ſaffer Reproaches, 
Poverty, . Priſons, Death, and the; moſt cruel: Tor- 
ments, rather than the loſs of God's Truth. All 
the Martyrologics will inform you; what their Suf- 
ferings have been, to keep!the word of God's Pati- 


ence:3-they have boldly told their Enemies, : that 


they might pluck their Hearts outiof.thoir Bodies, 
but- thould never plack the truth out: iof _ "Hearts, 
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REF LE © T I O NS 
_ARefletion. x,,Baſe unbelicving Heart ! How 
for . cowardly - w_ | flioched-and- ſkirunk from truth 


when it hath been in dariger® } have 
rather choſen.;to leave it;:;.thah- 
. Life, Libexegror- —_— 29/2 he 


hearted Pro» 


part with ;yout(Eftates, 
an Eſtate 'a-, 
* Chriſtians do 
alſo know, how difficult-it will be for the: people: of 


x) 
d \ 


lieel 
into 
Pead 


«uſe of carthby things. , 223 
the Enemy... 1 e. lefe. froth, and juſt it-is,; that 
/} the God of boy: . 6aVE, me. Cowardly 
do | Soul, that durſt not make a and, far Truth !. Yea, 
of F rather bold and daring, Soul. .that, wouldti ——_ 
he venture , to logk a wrathful God, .than an, angry 
'is | Man in the Fage. , I would not ,QNn, and preſerve 
ds, i the.truth, and. the God of truch. will not own me; 
he 8] > Tam. 2. 12. If we deny bim, be will deny 6. ; 
'2. Lozd ! uoto me haſt thou com-. 
for mitted the. precipus Treaſure, and. A Reflection, 
Truſt of Truth ; and: as 1 xeceiyed - ny 4 
m, | it, ſodo I defire to deliver it to the T7, 

L Generations to come, that the peo= 

hf ple which are yet unborn may praiſe. the Lord, 
ts God forbid I ſhould ever part with ſuch a fair In- 
d, heritance, and theteby beggar my own, and thou- 
ur | ſands of SSuls! Thon haft given me thy Truth, 
n- | and os Wazld HATER, | 1 _ _ ou! it. - the 
e- || ground of t garrel'; W throw L1ru 
S, 8 over the wa :how ſoon; ; would: a Retreat -b& 
f- | founded toall Perſecutors 27 But, Lord ! thy-truthi 
il JF is iovaluably precious ; what.. a: vile thing ismy 
f- | Blood, compared with the leaſt of all thy Truths? 
t- Them haſt charged me not to (cl it, and inthe 
at } firength 1 reſolve never to life a Fine, and cue off 
s, | thatGolden Line, whereby thy Truths are entailed 
S, | upon thy People, from Generation to Generation : 
My Friends. may go, my Liberty go,. my Blood 
may go, but as for thee, precious Truth, chou 
ſhalt never go. 


4.Þ 


of 3. How dear hath this Inheritance __ 

h J cf Truth coft fome Chriſtians? How A Refle&ion 
© | little hath it coſt us? We are entred = ar $1 he ha 
y | into their Labours; we reap in fon of Tru 
O | Peace, what they | ſowed in' Tears ; 

; | yea, 


low rate do we value what coli them fo dear ? Like 
young Heirs, that never knew the getting of an 
Efiate, we ſpend it freely. Lord, help us thank- 
fully and diligently to improve thy Truths, while 
we arc in quiet Poſſeflion of them. Such' interval 
of peace and reſt, are uſually of no Jong contiriu- 
ance with thy People. | | 


ti 
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The POEM. 


\  Pablick Spirit ſcoris to plant no' Root, 
A But por grey himſelf may gather fraig. 
For cbus he reaſons, if I reap the gains - 

Of my laborious Predeceſſors pains, 

How equal is it, that Poſfterity 

Bbould reap the fruits of preſent induſtry ? 
Sboxld every Age but ſerve its tern, and take 
No thought for future times ? it ſoon would make 
A Bankrupt World, and ſo entail a Curſe 

From Age #0 Age, as it grows worſe and worſe. 

Our Chriſtian Predeceſſors careful thus 

Have been to leave an Heritage to us, 

Cbriſt's precious Truths conſerved in their Blood, 

For no leſs price thoſe Traths our Fathers food.” 
1They have tranſmitted, would not alienate '- + * 
From us their Children ſuch a fair Eftate, '** 
Ie eat what they did ſet, and ſhall truth fag! gni 

In our days ? fhali we cut off thentails 


©” Om—— ———_— — 


Or end the 


: To ws, for ours, and for our 


Line of Honoxr ? nay, what's worſe,” 
Give future Apes cauſe to hate, and curſe 
Our memories ? Like Naboth, may this Age 
Pert with their Blood ſooner than Heritage. 
Lez pity move ws, let ms think upon 
CO Souls _ are dead and gone, 
Shall they poor Souls in darkneſs grope, wben we 
Pat out Nh bs, by which A We might ſee 
The way t0 glory? yea, what's worſe ? ſhall is 
Be ſaid in time 10 come Chrift did commit | 
A precions Treaſure purchas'd by bis Blod; 

= rags Childrens good? 

Bus we like Comartis, falſe, perfidions Men, 
For carnal eaſe, loft it, our ſehves, and them. 
0 let us leave to after Ages more, 
Than we rectiv'd from all that went before. 
That thoſe to come may bleſs the Lard, and keep 
Onr names olive when we in duft ſhall fleep, 


? 
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Deeds For your Lands you prove, ; Fr, with cate; , {of it 
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uw | OBSERVATION. 


E generally find Men: /arc. ot more carcfy 

in trying. Gold, .os..in keeping it,. that "Ba 

they are in examining their Decds,. and- preſertin alſo.4 
chem z _ theſe are virtually thejr. whole: Eſtate, 
1171 therefore it them-to.he-cayeful .ofthem'2 I of the 
IR they ſuſpe& a flaw in their, Leaſe or Deed, thefts be 
"1118 repair to the ableft Counſel, fabmit it to his Judg tained 
ment, make the worſt of their ule, and query aJTeni 
bout all the ſuppoſeable dangers with him if s 
tell them their caſe is ſuſpicious and hazardou: mites 
how much are they perplexed and troubled ? theyffealea 
can neither cat, drink, or flecp in peace, till theyican 1: 
have a good Settlement - and willing they are tc groun 
be at much coſt and pains to obtain ir. 


mY — 
. = Ju ds _ ” - 
- a : = 
— One 9 IT en A Yo. ne RD. I TIE IS Sow 
. pn 47 . —_ - _ ” _— 


_ ” <——— . JI_ 
—_— mY = W 
p —_ _ 0% ry = ———— 
99> + bv vo et YN tiger > moneys - 1 0g CCR -- ———— 
” ; wo 
" GD > <<. o 
- Þ I —_— _—_— b 
_—_ _y — an 


(0 Ea 


APPLICATION. 


Heſe cares ard fears, with which you are perf, 
plexed in ſuch cafes, may: give you a littl 
glimpſe of choſe troubles of Soul, with which thi 
people of God arc perplexed about their Eternal 
condition, Which perhaps you have been hitherid 
unac! 


- — — - _—_ — 
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unacquaimted with, and-therefore lighted them, as 
phantiesapdiwhimfics, -I'fay, your ownfears and 
troubles; j6'-ever you were cngaged by a cunning 
and powerful Adverſary. in 'a Law-ſuit for your E- 
ſtate,” may give you a little glimpſe of Spiritnal 
Troubles 4) and indeed: it is no more but a" pfimpſe_. 
of it: : Fox;' as the loſs of an earthly (though fair) © 
Inheritance, 49 bur a trifle: fo the loſs of Gol; and 
the Soul to Eternity 3 ſo you cannot but: imagine, 
thac thercavesi, fears, and fſolicitudes of Souls'about 
theſe things, are much, very much beyohd yours. - 
Let us compare the Caſes, and ſee how they anſwer 
to cach othes. [84-3 web 

'.T, You have:Evidences for.your Eſtates, 'and by 


ul them you hold what'you have'in the World, They 
Jalſo: have Evidences for their' Eftate in' Chrift, and © 
and Glory 'toicome 3 they hold: all in capite, by vertuc 


of their Intermarriage with Jeſus Chrift 3 they come. 
to be eofiated "in that glorious Inheritance, 'con- 


Stained -iri the'Covenant of Grace, You have their 


Tenure if chat Scripture, x Cor. 3. 22, 23. All js 


MW yours, fot ye are Chriſt's, and Chrift is God's, Faith 


unites thenito him, and after they believe, they are 


Bcaled by the $pirit of Promiſe, Epb. 1. 13. They 


per 
lietk 
1 th 


can lay: claim: to: ' no Promiſe upon any other 
_ z- this:is their Title to all that they own as 

2. It often. falls out, that after the ſealing and 
executing of your Deeds or Leaſes, an Adverfary 
inds ſome dubious Clauſe in them, and thereupon 
unmences a Suit of Law with you. Thus it fie- 
qaently falls out{ with the people of God, who af- 

their believing and ſealing time, have doubts 
and (cruples raifed in them aboat their Title, ' No- 


' {ting is more common, than for the Devil and their 


own 
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-——&n unbelicfto ſtart Controverlies, 'and 


ing Chriſtians, they carry their caſes from Ghrifti- 
fuch requeſts as theſe. 


* 
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Objc@ions. agaiolt their Jntercft in Chrifi; and the; 
Covcnant of Promiſes. - Theſe arc cunning and pox: 
tent Adverſarics, and .do maintain Jong debates: f ©, 
with .the gracious Soul, and rcaſon ſo cunningly' 
and ſophiſtically with ir, that it can by - no means 
extricate and (atisfic it felf'5, always alledging, that F, | 
their Title is worth nothing, which they poor Souls! |" © 
are but- too apt to ſuſpeR. R- ' 241 WV 

3. All the while that a Suit in Law is depending'J] .. 1 
about your. Ticle, you have but little Comfort or'f] , - 
Benefit from your Eftate 3 you cannot look upon it! Wh, 
as your own, nor lay out Moneys in Building or is hos 
Drecfling, for far you ſhould loſe allat laſt... Juſt Þ. 
chus ſtands the caſe with doubting Chriſtians, they'j__ 
have little comfort from the moſt comfortable Pros: *** 
miſes, little benefit from the ſweetelt -Duties and; ns 
Ordinances 3 they pur off their own. comforts, and F k 
fay, If we were ſure, that all this were oars, we'l] ;,. 
could then rejoice in them z but alas ! our Title is 
dubious, Chriti is a precious Chritt, the: Promiſes: 
are comfortable things, but what if they be none 
of ours ? Ah! how little dorh the doubting Chris 
ſian _ - his large and rich _— 2 | 

4. You dare not truft your own ents in | 
ſuch caſcs, þut fate your caſe to ſuch as — Learn- __ 
ed in the Laws; and are willing to get the ableſt | ©, *" 
Counſel you can to adviſc you : So are poor doubts 


this, 
Drin 
ten { 


an to Chriſtian, and from Miniſter to Minifier, with aa 
Pray tell me, what do 
you think of my condition ? deal plainly and faith-Y ;, 
fully with mc 3 theſe be my grounds of doubtiag, || ; _ 
and theſe my grounds of hope. O hide nothing 4a 
from me! And if they all agree that their gue | 
. £006, 


as RS - EET 0 F , 
- a y 75 # Ee ; »” .} 
# F f es 


= $ ou ” "4 
4} - - T5; 


y- ?Þ1InGS. 


299 


too, and contirm the' word- of his Servants; and 
therefore they carry the caſe often before him, in 
ſuch words as thoſe, Pſa}. 139.23, 24. Search me, 
0 God, and know my heart , try me, and know my 
thoughts, and ſee if there be any way of wickedneſs 
in me. 

You have lietle quiet i in your Spirits, till the 
Calc be relolved, 'your: Meat and Drink doth you 
little good 3 you cannor ſleep in the Night, becauſe 
theſe troubled thoughts ate evcr returning upon you. 
What if 1-ſhould be eirn'd out of all at laft ? So ic 
is with:gracious Souls, their Eyes are held waking 
in ths Night, by reaſon of the troubles of their 
hearts; Pſel. 77.4. 'Such fears as: theſe are fre- 
T quently returnivg upon their ' Hearts, | What i I 
Þ ſhould be found a {ctfdeceiver at Jai? What if T 
do but hug a phantafm inſtead of Chriſti? How can 


wo this, or- that, confitt with Grace 2 Their Meat and 
ag Drink. d6th them little gocd ; their Bodies are of- 
© Y tc fraccrated by the troubles of their Soffs: -- 

wy 6. You will not make the beſt of your condition; 


when you fate your Caſe to a faithful Counſellor; 
, | neither: will chey , | but oft-times ( poor penfi ve 
Souls } they make ir much worſe than indeed it is; 
charge themſelves -with that 'which God © never 
charged them with, though this be neither their 
Wildam, nor their Dury, but the fears of miſcar- 
Nog make them ſulpect fraud in all they do or 
ove, 5405! | 
do 7. Laſtly, When your Title 
Hearts 'are.caſcd'; yea, not' © 
= joyed 3: thougtenot cin 'thet ** £15 
"B |] ſame kind of j joy, that the * Chriſtians are 
orerflowed, when the iLord) ſookks peace to their 
| RX: Souls 
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2 good, ya they cannot be ſatisfied «ill God ſay ſo 
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Husbandty Spiritualtzed ; © we | 
Souls. O welcome the {weet. Morning light, afta 


' a tedious night of darkneſs 3 now they can eat their 


Bread with comfort, and drink: their Wine ( yea 
if it be but Water.) with a. merry Heart, Ecclef, 
9. te ' = nnd | 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. 0 how hath my Spirit been 


| The Carelefs (off-4.and- hurried, when I have met 
Soul's Retlc- 
Aion. with troubles and clamours about my 


Eftate ! But, as for ſpiritual troubles, 


and theſe Soul- perplexing cafes, that Chrittians 


ſpeak of, 1] underiiand; but lictle of them. © Enever 
called my Everlaſting ſtate in quefiion; nor brake an 
hours ſleep vpon.atry ſuch account. Ah,- my. fu- 
pine and careleſs Soul !* Little - haſt: thou regarded 
how matters Gand-in reference to Eternity ! Ihave 
ſtrongly conceited, but never throughly .examined 


. the validity of my Title to Chriſt and his. Promiſes: 


nor am [able co tell, if my own Conſcience thould 
demand, whereupon my claim is grounde&+V 
O my Soul ! why art thou'ſo unwilling to . exa- 
mine how matters ſiand betwixt God: and- thee ? 
Art thou afraid to look into-- thy- condition ? Leaſt 
by tinding thine Hypecrific, thou-thould& loſe - thy 
peace 3 or Tather thy: (ſecurity. ['Fo what purpoſe 
will it be. ro ſhut thine Eyes | againſt the light of 
Comvidion, unleſs thou could alfo. ind out: a; way 
to prevent thy condemnation 2 Thou feeſt other 
Souls, how attentively they wait under. the Word, 
for any thing. that may-ſpeak. to their conditions. 
Doubtlefs thou haſt heard,” how frequently: and fe- 
1ioully they haye ſtated thejr:conditians, and opens 
cd their calesto the Minilters of Chrift | But _ 
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O my Soul! hafi-no ſuch caſes to put, no doubts 
to be reſolved 3 thou wilt leave all to the decifion 
yea of the great day; ard not trouble thy felf about it 
cle} now. Well, God will decide it, but litcle to thy 

-# comfort; Ez | 

2. Þ have heard how ſome have _  _. 
been perplexed by litigious Adverſa- —— 
ries, bat I believe none have been gjogn. " 

een fo foffed with fears, and diftracted 
met with doubts, as I have been about the fate of my 


myFSoul. Lord, what ſhall I do ? TI have often carried 


cs 0 my doubts and ſcruples to thine Ordinances, walt- 
ans ing for ſatisfaction to be ſpoken thete. I have car: 
Va ricd them to thoſe I have judged skilful and faithful, 
- a0 BY bepping their reſolution and help, but nothing will 
fo-F fick. Still my fears are daily renewed. O thy 
ded God, do thou decide my caſe ! tell me how: the 
ave Eſtate ſtands betwixt thee and me 5 my days conſume 
ned Fin erowble, I can neither do, or -enjoy atty good, 
£5. E whilft things are thus with me 3 all my carthly En- 
uld joyments are dry and uncomfortable things z yea; 

which is much worſe, allmy Duties and thine Ors 
X& Jdinances prove fo too, by reafon of the troubles of 
©? Imy Heart! I am no Ornainent to my Profeſſion; 
aft nay, I am a diſcouragement and lumbling-block to 
hy Fothers ? I will hearken and hear what God the 
ole JLord will ſpeak, O that it might be peace ! If thou 
of Bao nor ſpeak it none can 3 and when: thoit doſty 


ay Fkeep thy Servant ftom returning again to folly, let | 


ct Fl make freſh work for an accufing Conſcience, and 
ive new matter to the Aiverſary of my Soul !' 
\ 3, But thou (my Sovl) enjpyeſta . <- 
Jouble- Merey from thy bountiful. THE AIR 
a | | | Chriſtian's 
od, who hath not only- given thee  g.geaion: 
n, Þ found Title, but alfo the clear evi- 
z. "Mt 6 


— 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things, ++ 


282 - Husbandry Spiritualized; Or, © 
dence and knowledge thereof. 1 atn gatheringf Tea, 
and daily feeding upon the full ripe fruirs-of afufj 7o ( 
rance, which grow upon the top Boughs of Faith Tow 
-- whilt many of my poor' Brethjen drink:their ow} Into 
Tears, and haye their Teeth broken with Gravel 
ones, Lord, thou haſt ſet my Sou] apon he 
high places, but let me not -exalt my felf, becauſ 
thou haſt exalted me 3 nor grow wanton: becauſe 
walk at liberty, lefi for the abuſe of fuch preciouf 
liberty, thou clap my 'old Chains upon} me, anc 
ſhut up my Soul again in Priſon. 


| 
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ME; can't be quiet till they be offur'd 
That their Eſtate is good, and well ſecur'd. | Lord 


To able Counſel they their Deeds ſiebmit, "Twi 
Intreating them with care t examine it. > 
Fearing ſome Clauſe an Enemy may wreſt, | The 


Or find a flaw, whereby he may deveſt 
Them, and their Children. O who can but ſte 
How wiſe men in their Generation þe ! 
But do they equal cares and fears expreſs | 
About their Everlaſting Happineſs ? — 
Tn ſpiritual things 'twould grieve ones heart to ſee.” Rog 
What careleſs Fools theſe carefeel Men can be. 
They att like Men of comman ſenſe bereaven, | 
Secxre their Lands, and they'll traſt God for Heaven. 
How many Caſes have you to ſubmit: 
_ To Lawyers judgrnents £ Miniſters may fit 
F-aom Wetkto Week, and yet not ſee the Face - 
Of one that brings a Soul-concerning Caſe. + 
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id, 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things, * 


Tea, which is worſe ; how ſeldom do you cry nh 
To God for counſel po beg bim to try | 
Tour bearts ; and ſtridteſt inquiſition maks 


Into your ſtate, di Yever your miſtakes FOE Fes CI 


O tupid Souls \ clouded with ignorance, 

1s Chrift, and Heaven no fair Inherit ane, 
Compar'd with yours ? or is Eternity | 

A ſhorter term than yours ? that you ſhould ply 
The one ſo cloſe, and totally negle@ , 

The other, 4s not worth your heaft-eſpelt 
Perhaps the Devil whoſe plorff rom you's conceal'd, 
Perſwades your Title's good ; C; hop {+ 1 _— 
By God's own Spirit 5 though you ond” * I-462 
One at of ſaving Grace to lay.a groitnd | 


For that perſwafion. Soul be o_l thee faſt, 
Though he'll not let thee know i t N _ oft. 


- 


Lord waken Sinners, wad them NE SLY. Y 

'Twixt thee and them. bow rawly matters Pets - IR 
Give them no quiet. .reſt : until thiy ſe © r 
Their Souls ſeen a, beiter than rhe Zn; Te > £1 
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Occaſional Meditations | 
 _UP ON mM 


Birds, Beafts, Trees, Flowers, Ri1- 
very, and other Objeds. 


m2” 6 BRO 
MEDIFATIONS « on Birds. 


—- et,” | a 
2: oY} diT, 1. 
Upon thefinging of 4 Ni ightingale. 


WW * Ro "that hear cas various, ravithics; and 

xquite Mod, would imagine the” Bird 
that hor it to be of fo ſmall and contermptible « 
Body and Feather ? Rer charming voice ingaged 
not only mine attentive Ear, but my Feet alſo, to 


make a nearer approach to that ſhady Buſh, in 


which that excellent Muſician ſat vailed; and rhe 
nearer T came, the [weeter the Melody fill ſeemed 
to be; but when I had deſcrie the Bird her ſelf, 
and found her to be little bigger, an 
Feather'd than a Sparrow, it gave my Thoughts the 


occaſion of this following Application. 


This Bird ſeems to me the Lively Emblem of the 
formal Hypocrite, ( x.) In that ſhe is more io 
ſound than ſubRtance, a loud and- excellent "_ 


no becter 


but a little deſpicable: Body ; and lerrecall'd to my * 
Thoughts the Story. of Plutarch, who hearing a 
Nightingale, delired to have one killed to feed up- 
+ | on, not queſtioning bat ſhe wonld pleaſe the Pa- 
Jafe as well as the Ear;;i but when the Nightingale 

was brought him, and he ſaw what a poor little 

Creature it was, Truly faid he, thou art vox & \ 
preterea tihil, a meer voice and nothing elſe: So is ? 

0 the Hypocritez did a Man hear him fometimes in : 

I- | more publick Dutics and Difcourſes, O thinks he, 

what an excellent Man is this ! What a choice and 

rare Spirit is. he of 2'But follow him home, ob- 

— | ſerve him in his private Gqhtverfation and Retire- i 

3, | ments, and then you will judge Pluparch's Note as | 
— || applicable to him as'the Nightingale. ( 2. ) This 

Bird is obſerved to Charm moſt ſweetly, and (et. 

her Spirirs all on work, when ſhe perceives ſhe hath 
ingagcd attention 3 fo doth the Hypocrite , who 

lives and feeds upon the applauſe and commendati- 

tion of his Admirers, and careslittle for any of thoſe 

nd } Duties which bring in no returns of praife from 
id | Men; he is little pleaſed with a Glent Melody and 
£ | private pleaſure betwixt God and his own Soul. - 


to Scire tun nihil eſt- nift te ſeire boe ſciat alter. | 


he Almxt ! buy ou not worth a Pin, 


d | If be proclaim not what be hath within. | 


he | of ſuch-Chritt ſaith, Verily they bave their reward. 

( 3-) Naturaliits -obſerve the Nightingale to be an 
he | ambitious Bird, that cannot endure to be out-vied 
in} by any, ſhe will rather choſe to die than be excell'd, 
a notable inflance whereof we have in the following 
8% 4 _.  plealant 


| 
ter He is more for the Theater than the Cloſet, and l 
| 


% .i{s -% ; Pu $. 
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pleaſant Poem, tranſlated vut. I Strada,: » CQNCern- E 
ing the Nightingale and a Lutanifl, + L 
F 

Naw the declining Sun aid downward bend © A 
From higher Heavens, and from his Locks did ſend 7 
A milder flame, when near to Tyber's flom 4 

\ A Lntaniſt alayed bis careful woe, P 
WWih ſounding Charms, . and in a preeny ſeat: F 
'Of ſhady Oak, took ſhelter from the heat ; S 
A Nightingale o'rebeard bim that did we F 
To ſojourn in the neighbour Groves, the muſe S 
That fill'd theplace, the Syrene of the Wood C 
Poor harmleſs Syrene ) ſtealing near ſhe food. 4 
Cloſe lrrking in the leaves attentively, H 
Recording that unwonted melody. S, 
She con'd it to her ſelf, and every ſtrain F/ 
His Fingers play'd her Throat return'd again. 7 
The Lutanift perceiv 'd an anſwer ſent Ss 
From th'imitating Bird, and was content M 
To ſhew her play, more fully than in baſte Ky 
I He tries his Lute, and giving ber a taſte W 
| Of the enſuing quarrel, nimbly beats B) 
On all bis ſtrings, as nimbly ſhe repeats, B 
And wildly ranging o're a thouſand keys, I: 
Sounds a ſhrill warning of her after lays 3 E; 
With rowling band the Lutanift then plies, 0, 
Toe trembling threads, ſometimes in ſcornful wiſe U 
He bruſhes down the firings, aild ſtrikes them all H 
With one even ſtroke, then takes them ſeveral, | _ F. 
And culls them ore again, his Jpark/ing Joints © _- A 
Wub buſie deſcant mincing on the points, B, 
Reach backagain with nimble toxch, they ſtays. To 

: The Bird replies, and Art with Art repays. D 
- Sometimes as one unexpert, *and in doubt Lz 


; ww "_ might wield ber voice, ſhe draweth out | 
=» | Her 


EE 7” 


10» 


"Occafhonn? Me dit atron: 
Her tone at large, and doth at firſt papal 


A ſolemn ftrain, or wear d with winding /ajr, W 
| But with an equal pitch; and conflant Throat, *4, 


Makes clear the paſſage for ber gliding note 3 
Then croſs-diviſion drverſly ſhe plays, 
And loudly chanting out her quickeſt lays 


Poyſes the ſound, and with a quivering voice 
Fals back again ; be wondring how ſo choice, 


So parious Larmony could iſſue out 

From ſuch a litthe Throat, doth go about” 
Some harder Leffons, and with wondilts 4r 
Changing the ſtrings doth up the Treble dart, 
And downward ſmite the Baſe, with painful 
He beats ; and as the Treempet doth provoke © 
Sluggards to fight, even ſo bis wanton s&qUl 


With miipled diſcord joins the hoarſe and frrill, © 


The Bird this alſo tunes, and whilſt ſhe cuts 
Sharp notes with melting viice, and mingled 
Meaſures of middle ſound, then ſuddenly 
She thunders deep, and jugs it izwardly 
With gentle murmar, clear and dull ſhe fings 


By courſe, as when the Martial warning rings 1 
Belmvet the Minſtrel bluſht, with angry mood 
Inflan'd (quoth be). thou Chantreſs of the Wood ; 


Either from thee I'll bear the price away, 

Or vanguiſht, break my Lute without dclay. 
Unimitable accents then he ftrains, 

Hu band flies on theſtrings, in one be chains 


. Far different numbers, chaſing here and there, 


And all theſtrings be lahours cvery Where; 


Both flat and ſharp be ſtrikes, and ſtately grows. 


To prouder ſtrains, and backward 4s be goes 
Doubly. divjdes, aad cloſing up bis lays 


a a full Wai a ſhivering Conſort plays 3 $22 _ah | x | 
Thin "1 
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Then pauſing ſtood in expeliatio 
Of bs corrival, nor durſt anſywen on. _ 

But ſhe, when prafiice loug her Throat bad whet © 
Enduring not to yield, at once dath ſet 

Her Spirits all to work, and all in vain 

For whilit ſhe labaurs to expreſs again 

With natures fimple voice ſich divers Keys, 

With flender Pipes ſuch lofty Notes as theſe, 
O're-match with high deſigns, g're-matcht with woe, 
Fult at the laſt encounter of ber Foe 

She faints , (ſheggyes, falls on bis Inſtrument 

That conquer'd her, a fitting Monument . 

So far even little Souls are ; 0n, 

Struck with a vertuous emulation, 


— 


And even as far are Hypocrites drivenon by their 
Ambition and Pride, which is the Spur that pro- 
vokes thern in their Religious Duties. 


— —_—— 


M-EDIT. I. 


- Upon vhe fight of many ſmall Birds chirping about a 


dcad Hawk, 


Earing a whole Quire of Birds chirping and 
H ewinking together, it engaged my Curioltty 
a little to enquire into the occalion of that Convo- 
cation, which mine Eye quickly inform'd me of ; 
for I perceived a dead Hawk in the Buſh, abour 


|, - which they made ſuch a noiſe, ſeeming to triumph 


at the death of their Enemy 3 and I could not blame 
them to fing his Knell, who like a Cannibal was 


wont to. feed upon their living Bodies ; tearing 


them 


ir 
J- 


; #/ '{ oc 84/1 
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them limb from limb, and: 
frightful appearance, This Bird which living, was 
ſo formidable, being dead rhe.pooreſt Wren or Tit- 
mouſe fears not-to chirp ox. hop oyer. This brings 
to my thoughts the baſe and ignoble ends of the 
greateſt Tyrants and greedy Ingroſſers of the World, 
of whom ( whilt living ) Men were more afraid 
than Birds of a Hawk, but dead became objedts of 
contempt and ſcorn. The death of ſuch Tyrants is 
both ioglorious and unlamented ; hen the wicked 
periſh,” there is ſhouting, Prov. 11, 10. which was ex- 
emplified to the Life at the Death of Nero, of whom 
the Poet thus ſings, 


Cum mors erudelem rapuiſſet ſeva Neronem 
Credibile eli multos Roman agitalſe jacos, 


I hen erxel Nero tha 1b Hiforian rela. 
How Rome did mourn with Bonefires,Plays & Bells. 


| Remarkable for contempt and ſhame-have the 
ends of many Bloudy Tyrants been; fo Pompey the 
Great, of whom Claxdtan the Poet (ings, 


Nadu paſcit aves Jacet en quet poſſidet orbem 
Exigne telluris inops— 


ANI IIY 


_ Birds eat by Fleſh , Jo now % cannot have, 
Who rul'd the World, a ſpace to makg a Grave. 


The like is ſtoried of Alexander the Great, who 
lay unkuricd- thirty days, and: H/lliam the Con- 
queror;; with many other ſuch Birds of prey; 
whilft a þencficial and-holy life is uſually clofed up 


' jn an honourable and much lamentcd death,. 
_ | * For /* 


\ 


ſcaring them -with- his | 
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For mine own part, I with I may fo order my 
Converſation in the World, © that I may live when I 


am dead'inthe AﬀeRions © of the beſi, - and Jeave an 


honourable -Teitimony in the Confcijences 'of the 
worlt z that I may oppreſs none, do good to all, 


and {ay when I dic, as good Ambroſe did, 1 am nef- 


thcr athamed co live, nor- afraic to die. F2 


— 


MEDIT. 


Upon the fight of a Black: bird taking Sanlinary 6 in 4 
| Buſh from a Purſuing wk 


WW 'T faw how hardly: the poor Bird was 
pur to it to fave hep (elf from her Enemy, 
who hover'd juſt over the Buſh in which ſhe was 
fluttering and ſqueeking; F could not but haften to 
relieve her, (pity and ſuccour being due debt to 
the diſtreſſed )- which when I had done, the” Bird 
would riot depart from the Buith, though 'her Ene> 
my were gone; this a& of kindnefs was abundant- 
ly repaid by chis Meditation, with which I return- 


| ed to mY walk: My Soul, like- this'Bird; was 


once diſtreſſed, purſaeJ; yea ſeized* by Satay; who 
had certainly made a prey of it; had not Jeſus 
Chriſt been a SanRtuary to'it in that hour of dan- 
| _ ger. © How ready did 1-fin# him to receive ' my poor 
[|- Soul into his prote&ion ? Then did he make good 
that ſweet Promiſe to my experience,: Thofe that 
come unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. It call'd 
tominithar pretty and * pertinent Story of the Phi- 
Joſopher; who walking in-the. Fields, a Bird -pur- 
fued by a- Hawk, flew-into his Boſoms be-took her 
| out, 
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. Occafional Meditations. 291 
out, and fald, Poor Bird, T will neither wrong the,” : 
nor expoſe thee to thine Enemy, fince thou cameſtunto 
me for refuge, So tender, and more than ſo, is the 
Lord Jeſus to difircfled Souls , "that come untohim. } 
| Blefſed Jeſus! how ſhould 1 "Jove and praiſe thee 2 .'þ 
. Gloritie and admire thee, for that great Salvation {| 
thou haſt wrought for me. If this Bird had fallen 
into the Claws of her Enemy, ſhe had been torn to 
pieces indeed and devoured, but then a few *Mi- 
nutes had difpatcht her, and ended all her pain and 
miſery 3 but had my Soul fallen into the hand of 
Satan, there had becn no end of its miſery, , \_ 

Would not this ſcared Bird be fluſht'out of the 
Buſb that ſecured her, though 1 bad chaſed away 
her Enemy ? And wilt thou ( my Soul ) ever be 
inticed ' or- ſcared from Chrilt ha rcfuge ? Olet 
this for ever ingage thee to keep cloſe to Chrift, 
and make me fay with Ezra ; and now, Q Lord ! ' 
fince thou haſt given me ſuch a deliverance as this, 
ſhould I again break thy Conn ? 


_ 


Pen EEE — 


MEDIT. IV. 


Upon * fight of divers Lennets intermingling with a 
flock of Sparrows. 


Erhinks theſe Birds do fl; reſemble the gau- {i 
dy Courtiers, and the plain Peaſants z how {4 
ſpruce and: richly adcrned with (hiniog, and: various 
ccloured Feathers, | (-like Scariet, richly laid with, 
Gold and Silver Lace ) are thoſe? how pheinly 
clad, in a home-ſptin. Country Ruſſert are theſe ? 
Fine Featbers ( faith. our. Proverts') make proud 
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Birds ; ind yet the Feathers of the Sparrow, 3 are 2s 


uſeful and beneficial, both for warmth and flight, 
though not fo gay and ornamental as the 6thers 3 . 
and if both were ſtript out of their Feathers, the 
Sparrow would prove the better Bird of the two 3 


by which I fee, that the greatefi worth doth not al-' 


ways lye under the fincſi Cloaths. And befides; 
God can make qnean and homely Garments as uſe- 
ful and beneficial to poor deſpiſed Chriſtians, as 
the ruffling and ſhining Garments of wanton Gal- 
lants are to them; and when God ſhall ſirip Men 
out of all external Excellencies, theſe will be found 
to excel their glittering Neighbours, in true worth 
and excellency. - 

Little would a Man think ſuch rich Treafuics of 
Grace, Wiſdom, Humility, &e. lay under ſome 
Ruflet Coats: 


$S #pe fab attritalatitat ſapientis weſte, 


Under poor Garments more true worth may be, 


- Than under Silks that whiftie, who but he ? 


- Whilſt on theother fide, the Heart of the wicked 
( as Solomon hath obſerved ) is little worth, how 
much foever his Cloaths be worth.” Alas! it falls 
out too frequently among us, as it doth with Men 
in the Indies, who walk over the rich Veins of Gold 
and Silver Oar, which lyes hid under a« ragged 
and . barren (ſurface , and know it not. For my 
own part, I defire not to value any Man by what 
is extrinſical-and worldly, but by that true internal 
excellency of Grace, which makes the Face to ſhine 
in the Eyes: of God and good Men : I would con- 
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E; 6 of the World 3 but honour Cach as fear the 
Lord, how fordid and deſpicable foever to appear- 
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Upon the fight of a Robbin-red- breaff picking up a Worm 
from a Mole-hill then raiſing. 


Ptivine the Mole working, inguftriouſly be- 
neath, and the Bird warcbirig lo intently a- 


bove'; I made a ſtand to obſerve the 'ifſue. When 


in 2 lircle ttme the Bird defcetids and ſcizes upori a 
Worm, which I perceived was crawling apace from 


the Enemy below that hunted her, but fell to the 
ſhare of another which from above waited for her, 
My thoughts preſently ſuggeſted theſe *M 
from that occafion 3 methought this poor Worm 
ſeem'd to be the Emblem of my poor Soul, which 
is more endangered by its own Lufts of Pride and 
Covetoufneſs,' than this Worm was by the Mole 
and Bird 3 my Pride, like the aſpiring Bird watches 
for it above 3 my GCovetouſnelſs, like this ſubter- 
rancan Mole, digging for it beneath. Poor Soul { 
what a ſad Dilemma art thou brought to ? If thou 
go down into the Caverns of the Earth, there thow 
art a prey-'to thy Covetouſneſs that hunts thee 3 
ard if chow aſpire, or but creep upward; there thy 
Pride waits to enſnare thee. Difirefſed Sohl ! ' whi- 
ther wilt thou go 2? aſcend thou mayelt * not by a 

vain elafion, but by 'a heavenly co: averſatien, be: 
lide- which, [ there is no way for thy p:Ufcrration ; $ 
the wa Y of L.ifeis above to the wiſe, &c. - 
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Again, I conld not but obſerve the acciderital be. 


| nefit this poor hatmlc(s Bird obtained by the labour 


of the Mole, who hunting intentional for. her ſelf, 
unburroughed and ferrited out this Worm for the 
Bird, who. poſſibly was hungry enough, and could 
not have been relieved for this time, but by the 
Mole, the fruit of whoſe labours the now feed up- 
on. Even thus the Lord oft-times makes good his 
word to his people : The wealth of the wicked is lai4 
#þ for the juſt. And again, The earth ſhall help the 


woman. 


Poflceffives. Shall I take my bread, &c. and. give it 
to one I know not whom ? And yet David reaps the 
fruic of all the pains and toy} of Nabal at laſt. Let 
it never incourage me to idlencis, that God ſome- 
times gives his people the fruit of others (wrat 3 but 
if Providence reduce me to neceſſity, and Ciſable me 
from helping my (elf. . I doubt not then but it will 
provide Inſtruments to do' it, The Bird wes an 
hungry and could not dig. : 


> 


—_— 


"MEDI v- 
Upou the fpooting of two Finches fighting in the Air. 


fe ſoon hath death ended- the quarrel be- 
ewixt._ theſe two little Combitants ! Had 
they, agresd better, they might have lived longer 


*twas their own contention, that gave both the ap- 
* poptaniry - and provocation of their Death 3 and 
© though living they could not, yet being dead they 
_ tan lye quictly together in my hand. | 


fi; 
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This was fully cxemplifhed in David, to Þ ; 
whom N3bal that churliſh Muckworm ſpeaks all in 


Fooliſh 


, Fooliſh Bicds,_was it not enough that Birds 
Prey watched ro devour them, bur they muſt - 


| 


_ Decaftonal Meditations. 


peck and ſcratch one ' another? Thus have I 
ſeen the Birds of Paradice (Saints I mean) tear- 
ing and wounding 'each other, .like ſo many Birds 
of Prey, and by their unchriſtian Conteſts giving 
the occaſion of their common Ruine ; yea, and 
that not only when art libercy as theſe were, but 
when engaged allo ;, and yer, as one well ob- 
ſerves, it ever Chciſtians will agree, *wwill ei- 


| ther be in a Priſon, , or in Heaven; for in a Pri- 


ſon their quarre}ſome Luſts lie low, and in Hea- 
ven they ſhall beucterly done away. TOI 

But O ! Whar, pity is it, that thoſe who ſhall 
agree ſo perfeRly in Heaven, ſhould bite and de- 
your each other upon Earth;? That ic ſhould be 
{21d of them, as'one ingeniouſly obſegved, who 
ſaw their Carkaſes lie together, as-if. they 'hil 
lovingly embraced-each- other, who; fell-cogecher 
by a Duel, Quanta amicitia ſe imuicem amplectuns 
mr ; qui mutus & implacabils ininpicitia pereerim ? 


Imbracing one another, nowthey lie, 
Who by each others bloody Hands did die. 


Of as he faid, who obſerved how quietly and 
peaceably the Duſt and Bones,” even. of Enemies 
did lie together in the Grave 3 Non tanita wius 
dace conjuntti efſets ;- you did not live together fo 


peaceably. It Conſcience of Chriſt's Command 
will nor, yet the Conliderationof common Safe + 
ty ſhould powerfully perſlwade to Unity and Ar. 


mity. 
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MEDIT. VIL » 
Upon the Singing of a blind Finch by Nighr. 


A Dear Friend, who was a great Obſerver of 


the Works: of God in Nature, told me, 


\Thae being entertain'd with a ſight of many 
Rarities at a Friend's Houſe in London ; among 
other things, his Friends ſhewed him a Finch, 
whoſe Eyes being put out, would frequently 
ſing, even at midnight. This Bird in my Opini- 
oh, is the lively Emblem of fuch careleſs and 
unconcerned Perſons, as the Prophet deſcribes, 
Amos 6. 4, 5, 6. Who chant to the Viol, when 
a diſmal night of trouble and aftlition hath over- 
Thadowed the Church.You would have thought it 
ſtrange to have heardthis Bird ſing in the Night, 
when all others are in a deep filence ; except 
the Owl; an unclean Bird, and the Nightingale 
which before we made the Emblem of the Hy- 
pocrite. And as ſtrange it is, that any except 
the Prophane and Hypocritical, ſhould fo un- 
ſeaſonably expreſs their Mirth and Jollity ; that 
any of Sox's Children ſhould live in Pleaſure, 
whilſt ſhe her felf les in Tears. The People of 
God, in P/al. 137. tell us, in what poſtures of 


Sorrow they fate; even' like Birds, with their 
, Heads under their Wings, during the night of 


their captivity. How ſhall we ſing the Lord's Songs, 
#4 ftrange Land ? "Tis like enough, fuch as can 
ſing and chant in the Night of che Church's 


 Froubls, have well feathzred their Neſts in the 
| _ Days 


' Days of her Proſperity 3} However, let them 


know, that God will turn their unſeaſonable 
Mirch into a fadde: Note; arid thoſe that now 
fir ſad and ſilent, ſhall ſhortly ſing for Joy of 
Heart, when the Winter is paſt, the Rain over 
and gone, the Flowers appear again upon che 
Earth, and the time of the ſinging. of Birds is 
come. 


—__ 


MEDEIT. VIE 
Upon the comparing of two Birgs Ne#ts. 


3 T* pretty to obſerve the Structure and 
Commodiouſneſs of the Habitations of 
theſe lictle Archice&s, who though they a& noc 
by Reafon and Counſel, but only by natural In- 
ſtint, yer Reaſon it ſelf could hardly have con- 
trived a neacer Building of ſuch ſimple Materials. 
How neatly hath the Thruſh ceiled or plaiſtred 
his Neſt, with admirable Art 'and Induſtry ? 
How warmly hath che Finch matted his ? And 
_ well fenced againſt che Injury of the Wea- 
ner. ; 
How comfortably hath Nature provided con- 
venient Habitations, for theſe weak and tender 
young Ones, who have warm Lodging, and 
variety of Proviſions hourly brought chem, 
without their Care or Pains ? This triffling Ob- 
jet ſuggeſts to my Thoughts, a more excellent 
and ſerious Contemplation, even the wonderfſu 
and unparallel'd Abaſement of Teſus co who 


for my ſake voluntarily ſubmitced himlelf to a 
| * 0 more 


Birds of the Air ; for at. 8. 20. he ſaith, The 
Foxes hawe holes, and the Birds of the Air bave 
nefts; but the Son of Man hath wot where to lay 
bs Head. 


Vulpibns in ſaltu rapes exciſa latebras 
Prebet, & aerets avibns dat filua quietem : 
Aſt bominzs Nato null ſauccedere tefis 
Eft licitum— 


|| Fa 


Heinf. in los. 


The craggy Rock to Foxes boles affords, 

The pleaſant Woods, 'a reft ing place to Birds: 
For Chri#t no: fixed Habitations found, 

But what was borrowed, or the naked ground. 


O melting Conſideration ! that the glorious 
Son of God, Fob. 1.14. The Lord of Glory. 
Jam. 2. rx. The brightneſs of bus Father's Glory. 
Heb. T1. 3. Who was rich. 2 Cor. 8. 9. And 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God, Phil. 2. 
8. who from af! eternity was infinitely and ineffa- 
bly delighting and rejoxcins in the boſom of bis Fa- 
ther, Prov. 8. 30. Thar he, I ſay, ſhould mani- 
teſt himſelf 2 77", 2 Tim. 3.16. Yea, mm the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. That is, in fleſh, 
that had'che marks and effects of ſin upon it, as 
hunger, thirit, pain, wearineſs and mortality ; 
and nor only fo, bur to chuſe ſuch a State of ont- 
ward meane[3 and poverty, never being poſſeſſed 
of a Houſe in this World ; but living as a Stranger 
in-other Mens Houſes, and ſtooping in this re- 
ſpe& to a lower Condition than the very Birds 
, Of che Air, and all this for Enemies. O ler it 
7 vl work, 


more deſtitute and negleted State, than theſe 


ſelf for me, b 


be to me. 


Occaftonal Meditations. 
work, both admiration and tHank- 
fulneſs in my Soul! my Body is 
better accommodated than the Bo- 
dy of my Lord. Dear Jeſus! by 
how much the viler thou madeſt thy ; 
y ſo much the dearer ſhalt thou 


Duento pro 


to mihi cha» 
1107. Bern, 


Hf? W am I reproved of Sluggiſhneſs by theſe 
F JZ watchful Birds! which chearfully entertain 
the very dawning of the Morning, with their 
chearful and delightful warblings ! chey ſet their 
little Spirits all a:work betimes, whilſt my no- 
bler Spirits are bound with the Bonds of fſofc 
and downy Slumbers. Far ſhame my Soul ! ſut- 
fer not that Publican ſleep to ſeize. ſo much of 
thy time, yea, thy beſt and freiheft time ; re- 
prove and chide thy ſluggiſh Body, as a good Bi- 
ſhop once did, when upon the ſame occation he 
laid, Surrexerunt paſſeres, & ſtertunt Pontifices. 


The early chirping S parrows may reprove. 
Such lazy Biſhops as their Beds do love. 


Of many Sluggards it may be ſaid, as Tully 
ſaid of Verres, the Deputy of Sicily, Quod nun- 
quam ſolem nec orientem, ' nee... occidentem widerat 


_— — 


ME DIT. IX. 
Upon the early ſinging of Birds. 


L-3 


+ 


——— 
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if 306 
Sl *- that he never. ſaw the Sun riſing, being in Bed 


them, one after another, all the interruption it |. 
et <4 FR FO . gave 


Occafional Meditations. 


after, nor ſetting, being Bed -betore. 

' *Tis piry, that Chriſtians of all Men ſhould 
ſuffer ſleep to cut ſuch large Thongs out of ſo 
narrow a Hide, as their time on Earth is. Burt, 
alas : It is not ſo much early riſing, as a wiſe 
1mproving thoſe freſh and free Hours with God, 
that will inrich the Soul ; elſe,as our Proverb ſaith, 
A Man may be early up, and never the near ; yea, 
far better it is to be found.in Bed ſleeping, than 


to be up doing nothing, or that which is worſe 
than nothing.O my Soul! Learn to prepoſleſs thy 


ſelfeveryMorning with the Thovghts of God,and 
ſuffer not thoſe freſh and ſweet Operations of thy 


morn. Le&. which one in this Caſs hath perti- 
| ' nently obſerved; that if the World 
get the ſtart of Religion in the Morning, it will 
= hard for Religion to overtake it all the Day 
alter. | 2 | RY : 


Mind, to be proſtituted to Earthly 
' piſt. to the (hing5szfor thatis experimencally true, 


MEDIT. X. 
Upon the haltering of Birds with a Grain of Hair. 


iorving in a ſnowy Seaſon, how the poor 
hungry Birds were haltred and drawn in 
by a Grain of 'Hair cunningly caſt over their 
Heads, whilſt poor Creatures they were buſily 
feeding, and ſuſpeted no danger ;- and even 
whilſt their Companions were drawn away from 


- 


| Occafional Meditations. 
gave the reſt,, was only for a minute or i 
| whilſt they ſtood peeping into that hole through 
ald | which their Companions were drawn, and theri 
fo | fell to their Meac again, as buſily as before. L 
ut, | could not chuſe but ſay, Even thus ſurprizingly 
riſe | doth Death ffeal upon the Children of Men, whilſt 
nd, | they are wholly intent upon the Cares and Pleaſures 
- of this Life, not at all ſuſpe&ing its ſo near 4ppredes. 
Theſe Birds - ſaw nor che Hand that enſnared 
an | them, nor do they ſce the Hand of Death 
rſs | plucking them one aſter another inco the Grave. 


1 | 

x. Omnibus obſcaras injecit illa manzs. 

1y Ovid. 

| 

«4 Death's ſteps are ſwift, and yet no noiſe it makes; 
ti- Its hand unſeen, but yet moſt ſurely takes. 

1d = _ 
il And even as the ſurviving Birds for a little 


y time ſeemed to ſtand atfrighted, peeping ater 
their Companions, and then as buſlie as ever to 
their Meat again : Juſt ſo it fares with the care- 
leſs inconſiderats World, who fee others daily ' 
dropping into Eternity round about them, and 
for the preſent are a liccle ſtarcled, and will look 
into the Grave after their Neighbours, and chen 
fall as buſiely to ctheic Earthly Imployments and 
Pleaſures again as ever, cQill their own turn 
Ty COMESs. po: ED 
n I know my God ! That I muſt die as well as 
TD others; but, O let me not die as do others, let. 
y me ſee death before I feel ic, and conquer ir be- 
1 fore it kill me; ler ic not come as an Enemy-up- 
on my back, but rather let me meet it as a 
Friend half way | Die I muſt, bur let me lay 
SOOEEs Y 4 - that 
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at good Treaſure before I go, Mar. 6. 19. 
arty with me a good Conſcience ' when I go, 
t Tem. 4. 6, 7. And leave behind me a good | 
Example when I am gone, and then ler Death | Tt 
come and welcome ! mm w__ 


"_ » | & 
Adeaditations upon BEASTS, | * 


won | | (tl 
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MEE DI Xz. Fx m 
Upon the clogging a ftraying Beaſt. 


AD this Bullock contented himſelf, and re- | fi 
mained quietly within his own bounds, his | bi 
Owner had never put ſuch an heavy Clog upgn | el 
his Neck; bur I ſee the prudent Husband-man | tl 
chuſes rather to keep him with his Clog, than 
loſe him for want of one. What his Clog is to | - 
to him, that is afflition and trouvle co me; had 
my Soul kept cloſe with God in Liberty and Pro- 
ſperity, he would never thus have clogged me 
with Adverſity; yea, and happy were it for me, 
if I might ſtray from God no more, who hath 
thus clogged me with preventive Aﬀictions, If | - 
with David, I might ſay, Before I was affiifted 1 
went aftray, but wow I bave kept thy word, Plal. 
I19. 67. O my Soul! *cis better for thee, .to 
have thy Pride clogged with Poyerty, thy Am- | 
bition with Reva thy © carnal er | 
ot: + | wit 


 Occaltona# Meattations. 
wich conſtane Difappointments, than to BR 
Liberty, to run from God and Duty. 
- Tis crue, I am ſometimes as weary pf theſe 
Troubles, as this poor Beaſt is of the Clog he 
draws after him, and often wiſh my felf rid of 
them ; but yer, if God ſhould take them off, for 
ought I know I might have cauſe to wiſh them 
on again, to prevent a greater Miſchief.. *Tis 
ſtoried of Bafi/, that for many Years he was 
ſorely aftlited with an invererate Head-ach, 
(that was his Clog) he often prayed for the re- 
moval of it, at laſt God remoyed it; but in- 
ſtead thereof he was ſorely exerciſed with the 
motions and temptations of Luſt, which when 
he perceived, he as earneſtly defired his Head- 
ach again, to prevent a greater Evil. Lord: 
It my Corruptions may be prevented by my at 
fliction, I refuſe not to be clogged with them 
but my Soul rather deſfices thou wouldit haften 


the time when I ſhall be for ever freed from 
_ them both. 


EN n—_— 


MEDIT. IL 
Upon the Love of a Dog to bis Maſter. 


HY! W many weary ſteps through Mire and 
Dirt, hath this poor Dog followed my 
Horſe's heels to day ? And all this for a very poor 
reward, for all he gets by it at night, js but Bones 
and Blows, yet will he not leave my Company, 
but. is 6ontene upon ſuch hard Terms, to travel 
wich me from day to day. - 36133 6 
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Occaſional "Mettations. 
IJ my Ypul ! What conviction and ſhame may 
is leave upon thee ? who art often! times even 
_ weary of following thy Maſter C4;;#, whole 
Rewards and Incouragements of Obedience are | 
fo incomparably ſweer and ſure. TI cannot beat 
back this Dog from following me, but eveiy in- 
conſiderable crouble is enough to diſcourage me 
in the way of my Duty. Ready I am to reſolve 
as thar Scribe did, Mat. 8. 19. Mafter, I will fol- 
low thee whitherſo:ver thou goeff 5 But how doth 
my Hearr faulter when I muſt encounter with. | fp 
the difficulties of the way ? O ! Let me makea | of 
whole Heart-choice of Chriſt, for my Portion | th 
and Happineſs! And then I ſhall never leave | tt 
bim, nor turn back from following him, though ol 
the preſent difficulties were much more, and the 
preſent Incouragements much leſs. 


oth 
6185 


es 


MEDI EZ. BL 
Upon the fighting of two Rams. 


which by nature are mild and gentle, did 
yet like Bulls puſh each other, taking their ad- 
vantage by going back to meet with a greater 
Rage and Fury. Methought-1 faw in this plain 
Emblem of the unchriſtian Conteſts and Ani- g. « 
| moſities which fall out amongſt them that call 
| themſelves the People of God, - who in Scrip- 

' © ture alſo ſtiled Sheep, for their meckneſs and in- | + 
nocency ; and -yet, through the remaining cor- 
ruptions that are ia chem, thus do they puſh each 

| | other; '} * 


2 
I 

* JÞ a 

ro notice how furioufly theſe Sheep C 
t 

k 

t 
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Occafional Meditations. 3g > 
other; (as one lorg ſince complained) nom fe 


Ve 
Wi R e425 AC. 
are | Cum due converſis mimica in prelia tauri, 
eat Frontibus incurrunt 
1n- | 
me Sball Chriſtians one another wound aud puſh, 


wlve Like unions Bulls, when they together ruſh 2 


oth The fighting of theſe Sheep doth in ewo- re- 
ith | ſpeas, notably comport with the ſinful Practices 
ea | of contending Chriſtians, 1. That in this fighe 
on | they engage with their Heads one againſt ano- 
Ve | ther; And what are they but thoſe Head-noti- - 
gh | ons, or Oppoſition of Sciences, fallly fo called, that 
he | have made ſo many Broils and Uproars in the 
Chriſtian World ? O! What claſhings have theſe 
heady Opinions cauſed in the Churches? Firſt 
_ Heads, and then Hearts have claſhed. Chriſti- 
ans have not diſtinguiſhed berwixt adverſarins 
litis, & perſone ; an Adverlary to_the Opinion, 
and to the Perſe ; but dipt their Tongues and 
Pens in Vinegar and Gall, ſhamefully aſperfing 
and reproaching one another, becauſe their Un- 
P derſtandings were not caſt into one Mould, and 
d their Heads all of a bigneſs. Bur, 2. That which 
r 

1 

{ 


Country-men obſerve from the fighting of Sheep, 
That it preſages foul and ftormy Weather, is much 
more certainly conſequent upon the fighting of 
fg Chriſt's Sheep. Dotheſe claſh and puſh ? Surely 
it ws imfaliible Prognoftick of an enſuing Storm, 
Mal. 4. 6. | | 


M E- 


Occafronal Meditit ions. 
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MEDLTL. Iv. 
Upon the Catching of a Horſe in a fat Paſture. 


WW tn this Horſe was kept in poor ſhort | © 
'Leas, where he had much Scope, but 
lictle. Graſs, how gentle and traqtable was he G 
then ? He would nat only ſtand quiet to be ta- 
ken, but come ro handof his own accord, and W 
follow me up and down the Field for a Cruſt of Fe 
| Bread, or handful of Oats; but fince | turned ns 
him into this tat Paſture, he comes no more to 
me, nor will ſuffer me to come near him; but 
throws up his heels wantonly againſt me, and 
flies from: me, as if I were rather his Enemy than 
Benefattor. In this I behold the Carriage of my 
own Heart towards God, who the more he hath 
done for me, the ſeldomer doth he hear from 
me ; in a low and afflicted State, how tractable 

is my Heart to Duty ? then it comes to the Foot E 
of God yoluntarily ; but in an exalted Condici- 
on, how wildly doth my Heart run trom God 
and Duty? With this ungrateful requital God 
faulted his own People, Ter. 2. 3r.. teachable | 


and tratable in the Wilderneſs, but when fatted f 
- . O 
' Inthac rich Paiture Canaan, Then, we are Lords, | 
we will come 10 more to thee, How ſoon are all th 
God's former Benefits forgotten ? And how of- Þ _. 
ten is that ancient Obſzryation verified, even in = 
his own People : | & 


Mele 


AX canonat (IEAFFATIONS. © 


Me Ty low Thai Ed Ke axders. 
hat muners cito conſeneſcit gratia. 


No ſooner do we Gifts on ſome beſtow, 
But preſently our Gifts Gray- beaded grow. 


But that's a bad Tenent, that will maintain a 
Suit at Law againſt his Landlord, with his own 
Rent; and a bad Heart that will tighe againſt 
God with his own Mercies. 1 wiſh it may be 
with my Heart, as it is reported to be with the 
Wacers in the Kingdom of Congo, that are never 
ſo ſweet to the Taſte, as when the Tide is at 
the higheſt. 


. 
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MEDIT. V. 
Upon the Hunting of a Deer. 


HE fuil-mouthed cry of theſe Dogs, which 
from the Morning have hunted this poor 
tired Deer, which is now no longer able to ftand 
before them, but is compaſſed round with them, 
who thirſt for, and will preſently ſuck her Blood ; 
bog to my Thoughts the Condition and Stats 
of Feſus Chrift, in the days of his Fleſh, wHo 
was thus hunced from place to place by blood- 
thirſty Enemies. Upon this very account, the 
22 Pſal. which treats of his Death, is inſcribed 
with the Title of A4helzth Shabar, which ſignifies 
the Hind of the Morning, and fully imports the 
lame Notion, which this occaſion preſented me 


with ; 


$—_ 
eee ee 
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with ; for look, as the Hind or Deer, which is 


intended ro be tun down that day, is rouzed by 


the Dogs early in the Morning. So was Chriſt, 


in the very Morning of his Infancy, by bloody 
Hercd, and that cruel Pack confederated with 
him. Thus was he chaſed from place to place, 
till that was fulfilled which was prophetically 
written of him in Perf. 16. of the tore-cited 
Pſalm ; For Dogs have compaſſed me about, the aſ- 
_— of the wicked bave incloſed me ; they pierced 
my bands and my feet. 

And canſt thou expet, O my Soul! to 
fare better than he did, or eſcape the 


- Rage of bloody Men ? Surely, if the Spiric 


of Chriſt dwell in thee 3 if his Holineſs 
have ſavoured thee, theſe Dogs will wind ic, 
and give thee: chaſe too ; they go upon the 
Scent of Holineſs ſtill, and would hutit to de- 
ſtruction every one, in whom there is aliquid 
Chrif#s, any thing of Chrift, if the gracious 
Providence of the Lord did not ſometimes rate 
them off: For it is no leſs a pleaſure, which ſome 
wicked ones take in hunting the People of God, 
than what Claudien the Poet obſerves Men uſe to 
take, in hunting wild Beaſts. 


Venator defeſſa thero quur membra reponit 
Mens tamen ad Sjlvas, & ſua luſtre redit. 


Whilſt weery Huntſmen in the Night de ſleep, 
Their Fancies in the Woods , ftil bunting keep. 


Lord! ſhould I with the Hvpocrite decline 
the Profeffion and Pre&ice of Holinels, to eſcape 


the Rage of perſecuting Enemies, at what time 
they 


- 


Ds 
16 


they ceaſe, my own Conſcience would begin to 


hunt me like a Blood-hound ; let me rather 
chuſe to be chaſed by Men than God, to flee 
before purſuing Eneanes, than be dogged from 
day to day with a guilty Conſcience. 


\ 


Meditations upon TREES, 


—— 


MEDTT. EF 
Upon the fall of Bloſſoms, nipt by a froſty Morning. 


| * para in an early Spring, Fruit-trees. em- 
boſſed- with beautiful Bloſſoms of various 
Colours, which breathed forth the delicious O- 
dours into the circumambient Air, and adorn- 
ed the Branches on which they grew, like ſo 
many rich Jewels, or glittering Pendents ; and 
Further obſerving, how theſe perfumed Blofloms 
dropt off, being bitten with the Froſt, and dif- 
coloured all the Ground, as if a ſhower of Snow 
had fallen; 1 faid within my ſelf, theſe ſweet 
and early Bloſſoms are not unlike my ſweet and 
early Afﬀectious to the Lord, in the days of my 
firſt acquaintance wich him. O ! Whac fervent 
Love? panting Deſires, and heavenly Delights 
beautified my Soul in thoſe days ! the odoriferous 


Scent of the ſweeteſt Bloſſoms, the Morning 


breath of the moſt fragrant Flowers, hath not 
half that ſweerneſs with which thoſs my- firſt 
/ __- Aﬀcctions 
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of / : ; , 
Aﬀe&ions were enriched. 


ent O'! happy rime, 
thrice pleaſanc Spring? My Soul hath ic ſtill in- 


_ n—_ —_ 
—_— - EIS. 


* a the knitting and {:tting of them. 


Upon 


| remembrance, and is humbled within me; for | 5! 
| theſe alſo were bur Bloſſoms which now are nipt. | be: 
and faded, that firſt flouriſh is gone ; my Hearcis | 0! 
like the Winter's Earth, becauſe thy Face,Lord ! | Ws 
 to_ me Ilize a Winter Sun: -- Awake, O North fro 
y Wind ! and come South Find, blow upon my Gar- w 
'. . den, that the Spices thereof may flow out, then let of 
'\ . my Beloved come into bis Garden, and eat hs pleg- | NE 
fant Fruit! | Cl 
IH Vil 
— BER Ye IO m; 
I A 
| MEDIT. - 
f; 
| Upon the Knitting or Setting of Frafit.  ÞC 
Th 
T Have ofcen obſerved, that when the Bloſſoms v 
j of « Tree, ſet and knit, though the flouriſh | *h 
' thereof be gone, and nothing but the bare Rudi- s 
i ment of the expected Fruit be left ; yet then the | ! 
{ Fruir is much better ſecured from the danger of | Þ 
| Froſts and Winds, than whilft it remained in the al 
| Flower or Bloſſom ; for now it hath paft one | © 
| l - of thoſe Critical Periods, in which fo many Trees 
wi miſcarry and loſe cheir Fruit. And methought 2 
| | this Netw! Oblervation fairly led me to this 
| | Theological Propoſition : That good Motions and bo- 
| ( ly Purpoſes in the Soul, are never ſecured and paſt 
| | their moſt dangerous Crifis, till they be turned into 
lo fixed Reſclutions, and arfwirable Executions, which ; 
| 
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Upon this: Propoſition my melting thoughts 
thus dilated, happy had ir been for thee, my 
Soul ! had all the bleſſed Motions of the Spiric 
been thus knic and fixed in thee. Oh, how have 
mine AﬀecRtions blown and bedded under the 
warm Beams of. the Goſpel! But a chill blaſt 


; 
[ed 


©. 


from the Cares, Troubles and Delights of the 


World. without, and the Vanity and Deadneſs 
of the Heart within have blaſted all ; my Good- 
neſs hath been but as a Morning Dew, or early 
Cloud - that vaniſheth away: And even of Di- 
vine Ordinances I may ſay, what is ſaid of Hu- 
mane Ordinances, They have periſhed in the uſing. 
A Bloſſom is but frufius imverfeiws, & ordinabi- 
Is, an imperſed thing in it felt, and ſomethin 

in oider to Fruit ; a4 good Motion and holy Pur- 


| poſe, is but opus imperfeFum, & ordinabile, an 


imperfet ' Work, in order to a compleat 
Work of the Spirit, when that primms impetus, 
thoſe firſt Motions were ſtrong upon my 
Heart, had I then purſced them in the force and 
vigour of them, how many Difficulties mighe I 
have overcome? Revive thy Work, O. Lord ! 
and give not to my Soul a miſcarrying Womb, 
or dry Breaſts. 


DR 


MEDIT. MM 
Upon the ſight of a fair ſpreading Oak. 
wa a "lofty flouriſhing Tree is here ? It 


ſeems rather to ke a little Wood, than a - 
ſingle Tree 5 every Limb thereof having the _ 
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Dimenſions and Branches of a Tree in ic; and 
yet as great as it 15, it was once but a little ſlip, 
which one might pull up with two Fingers; this 
vaſt Body was contained vertually, and potenti- 
ally in a ſmall Acorn. Well then, I will never 
deſpiſe the day of ſmall Things, nor deſpair of 
arriving - to an Eminency of Grace, though at 
preſent ic be but as a bruiſed Reed, and the 
things that are in me, be ready to die. As 
things in Nature, fo the things of the Spirit grow 
up to their fulneſs and perte&tion, by ſlow and 
inſenſible degrees. The famous and heroical 


Acts of the moſt ' Tenowned Believers, were 


fuch as themſelves could not once perform, or 
it may be think they ever ſhould. Great things 
both in Nature and Grace, come from ſmall and 
contemptible Beginnings. 


MEDI. IV. 


Upon the ſight of many Sticks lodged in the Branches 


of a choice Fruit-Trees 


OW i#s this Tree batter'd with- Stones, 
and loaded with Sticks that have- been 
thrown at it 2 Whillt choſe that grow about it 
being barren, or bearing harſker Fruit, eſcape 
untouched ! Surely, if its Fruit had not been fo 
good, its uſage had not been fo bad : And 
pet it is affirmed, That ſome Trees, as the 
allnuc, &c. bear the better, for being thus 
bruiſed and batcered. 


Even 
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Even thus it fares in both reſpe&ts with the 


beſt of Men ; the more Holy, the more envied. 
and perſecuted; every one that paſſes: by will 
have a fling at them. Methinks I ſee, how De- 
vils and wicked Men walk round about the Peo- 
ple of God whom he hath encloſed in Arms of 
Power, like ſo many Boys about an Orchard, 
whoſe Lips water to have a fling at them. But 
God turns all the Stones of Reproach into preci- 
ous Stones to his People ; they bear the better 
for being chus batter d. And in them is that an- 
cient Obſervation verified. 


Creſcunt virtutum palme, creſcuntque Corone 
Mutantur mundi prelia, pace Dez. 


The Palms, and Crowns of Vertue thus increaſe ; 
Thus Perſecution's turned into Peace. 


Let me be but fraitful to God in Holineſs, and 
ever abounding in the Work of the Lord, and 
then whilſt Devils and Men are flinging at me, 
either by Hand or Tongue perſecutions, I will 
ſing admidlt chem all with the Divine Poet. 


What open Force, or hidden Charm 
Can blaſt my Fruit, or bring me harm 
While the Incloſure s thine Arm. 
| Herb. Poem. p. 125. 


MEDTT. Y. 


Upon the gathering of choice Fruit from 3 ſcrubbed 


171 promifing Tree. 


7 Ould any Man think to find ſuch rare de- 
WwW licious Fruic vpon ſuch an unworthy 
Tree to appeajance as this is ? IT ſhould rather 
have expected tv moit delicious Fruic from the 


moſt handſome ard fleuriihing Trees ; but I ſee 


I muſt neither judge the wort of Treesor Men, 
by their exierral torm and appearance. This is 
not the fi:{t crime I have been Ceceived in. judg- 
ing by that Rule; under fair and promifing 
out-ſides I have found nothing of worth, and in 
many detorme:! de{picable Bodies, I have found 
precious and richly terniihed Souls. The Sap 
and Juice of this ferabbed Tree is concocted in- 


to rare and excellznt Fruits, whilſt the Juice and 


Sap of fiome crher tair, bur barren Trees ſerves 
only co keepthem from rotting, which is allithe uſe. 
that many Souls which dwell in beautiful Bodies 
ſerye for ; rey have (asone faith) animam proſalc ; 
their Souls are bur Salt to their Bodies. Or thus, 


The only uſe to which their Souls do ſerve, 
Is but like Salt, their Bodies to preſerve. 


If God have given mea ſound Soul in a ound 
Body, I have a double Mercy to bleſs him for ; 
bur whectier my Body be vigorous and beautiful 
or aot, yet let my Soul be fo : For as the eſteem 


of 
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of this Tree, ſo the eſteem and true honour of 
every Man riſes rather from His fruitfulneſs and 
uiefulneſ', than from his (haps and form. 
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” Upon an excellent, but irregular Tree. 

er 

he - | ? +. 

ſee CQEzing a Tree grow ſomewhat irregular, in & 


very neat Orchard, I cold the Owner it was 
"ay pity chat Tree ſhould ſtand there ; and that uf it 


| ” were mine I would root it up, and thereby re- |} | 
I duce the Orchard to an exa&t uniformity. It ; 
"Ss was replied to this purpoſe, That he rather re- |} | 
" garded the Frun than the Firm; and that this . | | 
ad flight inconveniency was abundanily preponde- {| | 
* rated by a more conſiderable advantage. This s 
S. Tree, ſaid he, which you would root up, hath | 


yielded me more Fruit than many of thoſe Trees | | 


I which have nothing elſe to commend chem, bur 
_ cheir regular Scituation. 1 could not bur yield 
_w to the Reaſon-of this Anſwer; and -could wiſh 
2 ic had been ſpoken fo loud, that all our unifor- 
mi:y Men had heard it, who will nor ſtick to 
root up many hundred of the beſt Bearers in the 
Lord's Orchard, becauſe they ſtand not in an 
| exa&t order wich other more conformable, bur 
leſs beneficial Trees, who do perdere [ubſfantiam 
6 propter accidentia, deſtroy the Fruir, to preſerve 
5 the Form. 
: Nor much unlike ſuch fooliſk Men are thoſe 


That ſtrive for Shadows, and the Subſtance loſe. 
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WMEDIE YV. 
Upon the gathering of choice Fruit from a ſcrubbed 


147 promifing Tree. 


7 Ould any Man thizik to find ſuch rare de- 
w licious Fruit vpon ſuch an unworthy 
Tree to appeagjance as this is * IT ſhould rather 
have expected (2 mort delicious Fruic from the 
moſt handſome ard fieuiifhing Trees ; bat I ſee 
I muſt neither judge the worta of Treesor Men, 
by their exicrnal torm and appearance. This is 
not the fi:{t time I have been Ceceived in: judg- 
ing by that Rule; uncer fair and promiſing 
our-ſides I have found nothing of worth, and in 
many detorme:! deſpicable Bodies, I have found 
precious and richly terniihed Souls. The Sap 
and Juice of this fecrubbed Tree is concocted in- 


£o rare and exccllznt Freics, Whilſt rhe Juice and 


Sap of iome crher fair, bur barren Tees ſerves 
only co keepthem from rotting, which is allithe uſe. 
that many Souls which dwell in b2a::tiful Bodies 
ſerve tor ; rhey have (asone faith) animam proſalc ; 
their Souls are bur Salt to their Podies. Or thus, 


The only uſe to which their Souls do ſerve, 
Is bur like Sait, tor Boates to preſerve. 


If God have given mea ſound Soul in a fund 


Body, I have a double Mercy to ble(s him tor ; 
bur whertier ny Body be vigorous and beautiful 
OT 307, yet let my Soul be fo : For as the efteem 

of 
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of this Tree, fo the eſteem and true honour of 


every Man riſes rather from his fruicfulneſs and 
uietulneſ', than from his ihzps and form. 


— —_ _———— — _—_— 


ME.DÞT. VI. . 


Upon an excellent, but irregular Tree.” 


QEzing a Tree grow ſomewhat: irregular, in a 
very neat Orchard, I cold the Owner it was 
pity chat Tree ſhould ſtand there ; and that uf it 
were mine I would root it up, and thereby re- 
&& the Orchard to an exact uniformity. It 
was replied ro this purpoſe, That he rather re- 


garded the Frun than the Form; and that this . 


flight inconveniency was abundanily preponde- 
rated by a more conſiderable advantage. This 


Tree, ſaid he, which you would root up, hath 


yielded me more Fruit than many of thoſe Trees 
which have noching elſe co commend chem, bur 
cheir regular Scituation. I could not bur yield 
to the Reaſon of this Anſwer; and -could wiſh 
ir had been ſpoken fo loud, that all our unifor- 
mi:y Men had heard it, who will nor ſtick to 


root up many hundred of the beſt Bearers in the - 


Lord's Orchard, becauſe they ſtand not in an 
exact order wich other more conformable, bur 
leſs beneficial Trees, who do perdere ſubſtantiam 
propter accidentia, deſtroy the Fruir, to preſerve 
the Form. 
Not much unlike ſuch fooliſh Men are thoſe 
That ftrive for Shadows, and the Subſtance loſe. 
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Aleditations upon a G ARDEN. 


It | 


MED 3 4 
Upon the new Modelling of a Garden. 


Gentlewoman who had lately ſeen a neat 
and curious Garden, returns to her own 
with a greater diſlike of ic than ever ; reſolves 


co new model the whole Plat, and reduce 1t to: 


a better Form, is now become lo curious and 
near, that not a Wecd or Stone is ſuffered in it, 
but all mult lie in exquilte order ; and whatever 
Ornament the had obſerved in her Neighbours, 
ſhe is now reſtleſs rill ſhe ſee it in her own. 

Happy were it, thought I, if in an boly E- 
mulatzon, every onz would thus - endeavour to 
reaitiz tne Ditorders of their own Converſation, 
by the excellent Graces they behold in ” more 
heavenly and rcaular Lives of -others. Some 
Chriſtians chereare (I, wiſh their «tab were 
£:2a:07) whole Actions lis in ſuch a comely and 
beautiiul order, that few of their Neizhþours 


can look upon their Examples without lelt-con- 


victicn and thamg; but few are lo happy to be 
provoked unco ſcit-refor rmation, but ſuch rare 
Patcerns. Iles it is much eaſier to pull up many 


Weeds out of a Garden, than one Corruption 


Zeart : and tO procure an hundre 


©: ar of the 1 
Flowers 


\ eo. 4 we Dn LA i 4 


Flowers to adorn a Knot, than one Grace to 
beautifie the Soul. Tis more natural to corrupt 
Man to Envy, than to imitate the ſpiritual Ex- 
cellencies of others. 
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| MEDEST. 


Upon the pulling up of a Leek. 


A White head and a green tail! How well 
A doth. this reſemble an old wanton Loyerz 
Whoſe green youthful Luſts are not extinguiſh- 
ed, though his white head declares that Nature 
is almoſt ſo. Gray Hairs ſhould be always 
match'd with grave Deportments, and the Sins 
of Youth ſhould rather be the Griefs than Plea- 
(ures of old Age. *Tis fad when the Sins of the 
Soul like the Diſeaſes of the Body grow ſtronger, 
as Nature grows weaker: And ic recals to my 
mind that ancient Obſervation of Menander. 


 Tigoy texhs £%u7Y xgKn TAN. 
Senex amore captus, ultimum malum. 


It «s the worſt of Evils to behold 
Strong youthful Lufts to rage in one that's old. 


'Tis a thouſand pities, that thoſe who. have 
one Foot inthe Grave, ſhould live as if theother 
were in Hell ! that their Luſts ſhould be ſo live- 
ly, when their Bodies are three parts dead. Such: 


44 and 
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f11ful Praftice; bring upon them more contempe {| | 
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and ſharne, than their hoary Heads and reveren 


Jccafronal Medit ations. 
Faces can procure them Honour. | 
Magna fuit capitis quondam reverentia cani, 


Inque ſuo pretio ruga ſenils erat. 


Ovid. 5. Faſt. 


Gray Hairs, and aged Wrinckles did of old 
Procure more reverence than Baps of Gold. 


But alas! How little reſpeR or reverence can 
the hoary Head obtain amongſt wiſe Men, ex- 


-Cept ic be found in the way of Righteouſneſs ? 


J think, the Joweſt eftzem is roo much for an 
old Servent of the Devil; and the higheſt ho- 
nour little enough for an ancient and faithful Ser- 
vant of Chriſt. 


MEDI T. IL 
Upon 8 beedleſs Tread in @ curious Garden. 


[dat through che ſmall Diviſions of a cu- 
" rieps Knot, which was richly adorned wich 


* rare Tulips, and other beauciful Flowers, I was 


very careful to ſhun thoſe Flowers, which indeed 
had no other worth to commend them, but 
their exquiſite Colours, and unadviſedly trod up- 
pn and ſpoiled an exceljent choice Herb, which 
though it grew obſgyrely, yet had rare Phyſi- 
£*: Yeitues nit, | <p 


When 


wm my 9 '/ 
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Occafional Meditations. 
When I was made ſenſible of the involuntary 
Treſpaſs I had committed, I thought I could 


| ſcarcely makethe Owner a better Compenſation, 


than by telling -him, that herein (chough againſt 
my will) 1 did bur tread in che Footſteps of the 
greateſt part of the World, who are very care- 
ful (as 1 was) to keep their due diſtance from 
ſplendid , though worthleſs Gallants 5 mean 
while trampling upon, and cruſhing under foot, 
the obſcure, bat moſt precious: Servants of God 
in the World. As lictle do they heed theſe moſt 
excellent Perſons, as 1 did this precious Herb. . 


Summa ingenia in occulro [pe latent, 
Saith Plautas. 


Rare Wits and Herbs fomet;mes do ſculk and flrink A 


Is ſuch blind holes, as one would little think. 


For my own part, I defire to tred upon no 
Man. with the Foot of Contempt and Pride, 
much lefs upon any good Man ; and that I 
may not, It. concerns me to look before I 


ſtep, I mean to confider before I cenſure : had. 
I done ſo by this rare Herb, I had never hurt 


if. 
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as £-20.1-T.-;AY. 
Upon 4 withered Poſey taken up in the way. 


Plading! in my walk a Poſey of once ſweet and 
fragrant, but now dry and withered Flow- 
ers, which I ſuppoſe to be thrown away by one 
that had formerly worn it : Thus, faid 1, doth 
the anfaichful World uſe its Friends, when Pro- 
vidence hath blaſted and withered them ; 
whilſt they are rich and honourable, they will 
put them into their Boſoms, as the Owner of 
this Poſey did, whilſt ic was freſh and fra- 
grant; and as oaſil throw them away, as uſe- 
les and worthleſs > 5 ag when thus they come 
to be withered. Such uſage as this Petronizs long 
ſince complained of. 


Cam fortuna manet wultum Ss 2 amici, 
Cum cecedit turpi wertitss ora fuga.” (1. C.) 


Are they in Honour ? Toen we ſmitelike Friends, | 
And with their Fortunes all our Friendſhip ends. 


' But this looſe and deceirful Friendſhip ſtinks 
fo oticuily in thz very Noftrils of Nature, that 
a Heathen Poet ſeverely taxzs, and condems it as 
ona unworthy of a Man. 


—Turpe [equi fon, & fortune cedere, amicum 


Et mijs ſit fetix effe negare ſuum. (1. E.) 
*T 3s 
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Occafional Meditations.” J2T. 


Tis baſe to. change with Fortune, and deny 
' | . 4 faithful Friend, becauſe m poverty. 


And is this indeed the Friendſhip of the 
. World ? Doth it thus uſe them whom once &t 
nd | honoured ? Then Lord. let me never ſeek ics 
Friendſhip. O, let me eftzem the Smiles and 


- Honours of Men leſs, and thy Love and; Fa- 
th | vour more. Thy Love is indeed unchangeable, 
o. | being pure, free, and built upon nothing that is 


| - | Mmutable ; thou never ferveſt thy Friends as the 
11 | World doth its Daclings. 


of 
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g Upon tbe ſuadain withering of a Reſe. 


7 Eing with my Friend in a Garden, we ga- 
B thered each of us a Roſe ; he handled his 
tenderly, ſmelPd to it but ſeldom and ſparingly, 
I always kepr-it to my Noſe, or ſqueezed it in 
my Hand, whereby in a very ſhore time, it loſt 
both colour and ſweetneis, but his fiill remained 
as {weet 2nd fragrant as if it had bzen growing 
upon its own root, Theſe Roſes, ſaid T, are 
the true Emblems of the bcſt and {weeteſt Crea- 
ture-enjoy ments in the World 3; which being 
moderately and cautiouſly uſd and enjoyed may * 
for a long time yield {weetneſs to the pollefibpe -- 
of them; but it once the Aﬀe&Rions Ieize tao: ©1| 
grecdily upon them, and ſqueeze them toad. 
hard, they quickly wither in our Hands, and 

we 


"I 


322 Occafronal Meditations. 
we loſe the comfort of them ; and that either 
through the Souls ſurfeiting upon them, or the 
Lord's righteous and juſt removal of them, be- 
cauſe of the exceſs of our AﬀeRions to then} . 
Earthly comforts like Pitures, ſkew beſt at a 
due diſtance. It was therefore a good Saying of 
Homer, *Ardet Cenidoxw, SEC. | | 


Aibi nunquam © plaget be/þes 
Qui walde preterque motdum odit vel amat. 


1 ike him not who at the rate 
Of all bs migbt doth Ive or bate. 


*Tis a point of excelient Wiſdofn to keep the 
golden Bridle of Moderation upon all the Aﬀeai- 
ons we exerciſe upon Earthly things, and never 
to ſlip thoſe Reins, unleſs when they move to- 
wards God, in Whoſe Love there is no danger 
of excels. 


— 
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WMEDTTS. YL 
Upox the ſuddain withering of beautiful Flowers. 


— 


T TOW freſh and orient did theſe Flowers . 


lately appear, when being daſh'd over 
with the Morning Dew, they ſtood in all their 
Pride and Glory, Sreathing out their Celiciobs 


Odours, which p2: fumed the Air round about 


them, but now are daver'd and ſhrive!le3 up, 
and have neither 2ny defirabie Beauty, or Savour 
in them. 


— 
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So vain a thing is-the admired Beauty of Crea- 


tures, which ſo captivates the Hearts, and Ex: + 


erciſes a pleaſing Tyranny over. the AfﬀeRions 
of vain Man, yet is as ſuddainly blaſted as the 
Bzaury of a Flower. | 
(annos, 
Forma bonum fragile eff quantumque accedit ad 
Fit minor & ſpacio carpitur pſa ſuo. 
Nec ſemper ole, nec ſemper lika florent 
Et riget amiſſa ſpina relicta roſa. 
Tempus erit quo vos ſpeculum widiſſe pigebit, 
am veniunt rug que t1bi corpus arent, 8c, 
Orid. de art. 


How frail. is Beauty ? n bow ſhort a time 

It fades ! like Roſes which bavwe peſt their prime. 
So wrinkled Age the faireſt Face will plow, | 
And caſt dety furrows onthe ſmoothefÞt Brow. 
Then where's that lovely temptiay Face? Alas! 
Tour ſelves would bluſh ta View In a Glaſs. 


Tf chen thou velighteſt in Beauty (O my Soul!) 
chuſe that whict is laſting. There'is a Beauty 
which never fades, even the Beaucy of Holineſs 
upon the inner Man; this abides. freſh and o- 
rient for ever, and park'cs gloriouſly when thy 
face (che Seat of natural Beauty) is become'an 
abhorrene and loathſome Spectacle. 
enaimmels and ſprinkles over the face of the Soul 
with a Beauty upon which Chriſt himſelf is 
enamour'd, even imperfe& Holineſs on Earth is 
a Roſe that breaths ſweetly in the bud; in Hea- 
ven i* will be full blown, and abide in its prime 
to all ecernity, : 
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Upon the tenderneſs of ſome choice Flowers. 


boxed up 


nough , and tomecimes too little to preſerve 
them, whilit other common and worthleſs 


Flowers grow without any help of ours; yea, 


we have no leſs to do, to rid our Gardens of 
them, than we have to make the former grow 
there. OY 

Thus ftands*the Caſe with our Hearts, in 
reference to the Motions of Grace and Sin. 
Holy thoughts of God muſt be afliduouſly wa- 
tered by Prayer, earthed up by Meditation, 
and defended by Watchtulneſs; and yer all this 
is ſometimes too litile to preſerve them alive in 
our Souls. Alas ! the Heart is a Soil that agrees 
not wich them, they are tender things, and a 


' {mall Matter will nip and kill them. To this 


purpoſe is the Complaint of the Divine Poet. 


H#ho 


O W much care is neceſſary to preſerve 
the Life of ſome Flowers 2 They muſt be 
in the Winter, others muſt be co- 
vered with Glailes intheir ſpringing up, the fineſt 
and richeſt Mold muſt be ſifted about the Roots, 
and aftiduouſly watered, and all this lictle e- 


. 


Who would have thought a Foy 
i off 

To be offended [0, | 
and go { 

So ſuddenly away. 

Hereafter I had need | 
take beed. 

Ve Joys among other things 

De have wings, 

o- And watch their opportunities of flight, 

ſt Converting in a moment day tonight. Herbert, 

ts, \ 

C- But vain Thoughts, and unholy Suggeſtions, 

'S | theſe ſpread themſelves,' and root deep in the 

ls | Heart, they naturally agree with the Soil; fo 

4, | that it is almoſt impoflible at any time to be rid 

of | of them. *Tis hard to forget what is our Sin to 

W | remember. 
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1s Upon the ftrange means of preſerving the Life 
n of Vegetables. 


a Obſerve that Plants and Herbs are ſometimes 
1s killed by Froſts, and yet without Froſts they | 
| would neither live nor thrive ; they are ſome- | | 
times drowned ky Water, and yet without Wa- 
ter they cannot ſubſiſt ; they are refreſhed and |} 
, | cheared by the heat of the. Sun, and yet that |:] 
20 | heat ſometimes kills and {corches them up. Thus. | | 
lives my Soul, Troubks and Afligions ſeem to - th - 

| kill * | 4 


wy 
” 
4 
PREY 5. 
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kill all its Comforts ; and yet without theſe its | 
Comtores could not live. The Sun: blaſts of || wa 
Proſperity ſometimes refreſh me, and yet thoſe || mai 
Sun-blaſts are the likelieſt way co wither me : By || con 
what ſeeming Contradictions is the Life of my ||. yar 
Spiric preſerved 2 What a Myſtery ? What a Pa- || reſt 
radox is the Life of a Chriſtian ? whi 


Welcome my Health, tha Sickneſs makes me well : || mac 
AMed'cines adies : : 
IWhen with Diſeaſes.I have lift to dwell, 7 
PH wiſh for you. 
; Welcome my Strength, this Weakneſs makes me able. 
$\ | | Powers adieu : 7 
| Iihen I am weary grown of ſtanding ſtable, 
I'll wiſh for you.. 
Welcome my Wealth, this Loſs bath gain'd tie more 
Riches adieu : : F 
When I again grow greedy to be poor 
| Il wiſh for you. 
_ Welcome my Credit, thu Diſgrace s Glory : 
G Honours aadieu : 
When for Renown and Fame 1 ſhall be ſorry : 
I'7 wiſh for you. 
13 Welcome Content, thus Sorrow te my Foy : 
| LS Phaſures adieu: 
'd When I deſire ſuch Griefs as may annoy : 
| Th wiſh for you. 
Heal:b, Strength, and Riches, Credit and Content 
' fre ſpared beſt ſometimes, when they are ſpent. 
Sickneſs, and Weakneſs, Loſs, Diſgrace, and Sorrow 
Lend moſt ſometimes, when moſt they ſeem to ber- 
| ; (row. 


And 


k. 43 
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re 
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ways, the Lord preſerves our Souls in Life, no 


marvel then we find ſuch ſtrange and ſeemingly 


contradictory Motions of our Hearts, under the 


various dealings of God with us, and are till 


F 


reſtleſs. in what Condition ſoever he puts us ; 
which reſtle(s Frame was excellently expreſſed 
in that pious Epigram of Reverend Gatraker, 
made a little betore his Death. 


1 thirſt for thirſtineſs, I weep for tears; 
Well pleas d I am to be diſpleaſed thus : 
The only thing I fear is want of fears ; 
SufpeFing 1 am not ſuſpicions. | 
{ cannot chuſe but live, becauſe T die ; 
And when I am not dead, how glad am 1? © 


Yet, when I am thus glad for ſence of pain, '. 
And careful am leſt I ſhould: carleſs be ; 
Then do 1 grieve for being glad. again, 
And fear leſt careleſmeſs take care for me. 
. Amidſt theſe reſt leſs rhoughts, this reſt I find, 
For thoſe that reſt not bere, there's reſt behind: 


Jam cetigi portum valete. 
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